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CHAPTER 1.

PRELIMINARY.

I HAVE the honour to submit my report on the condition of the Sonthals in
tho districts of Birbhum, Bankura, Midnapore and Balasore.

2 &iaff.—Maulvi Saryid Muhemmad Nasiruddin, Sub-Deputy Collector,
and Maulvi Ekramuddin, Kanungo, were deputed to assist 1n the enquiry. 'lhe
former joined on the 16th and the latter on the 6th December 1908.
Maulvi Ekramuddin’s work was of great assistance. The Assistant Settlement
Officer, Bubu Rampada Chatarji, Deputy Collector, piepared a valuable
report on the areas under acttlernent in Nayabasan, Midnapore. I took over
charge on the 27th November 1908 and gave over charge on the 3rd May 1909.

3 Zour —Maulvi Saryid Muhan mad Naswruddin made 1ndependent
enquirics 1n the thanas of the Sadar subdivision of Babhum, in the eastern por-
tion of the Sada1 subdivision of Bunkura, vaz , in Ondae, Sumlapal and the portion
of Ruipur thana cast of the Kossye nver, and also i thanas Guoihbeta an'l
Salbani, 1n Midnapore. Maulvi kkramuddin made enquiries in the northern and
western portions ot the Sadar subdivision of Bankura, snd the western por-
tions of Binpvr: and Jhargram thanns in Midnapore and in Balasoie., He also
made a separatc enquiry nito the eondition of the Bhumj Ghatwals mn Khatra
thana in Bankura 1 toured in the Rampur it subdivieion of Bubhum and
the outlying outpost of Sur, Mohummad Bazur, then down the centre of the
Sadar subdivision of Bankura, and through Bmpu, Jhargram, Gopiballabpur
and Nayagram thanas in Midnapore into Jellasore thana in Balasore. With the
exception of the period set asulo for tho report, the whole time was epent 1n
what was, owing to the lumrge urea under enquiry, a rapid tour thiough each
arca to discover tho peculinritics of each portion of 1it. No arca was twice
covered, excopt Khutra where the enquiry relating to the Ghatwals mentioned
above was made, und to a swall extent Jellasore i Bnlasore.

4. Orgwn of the Lnquiry.— I'rom tw osourccs, Bitblium and Midrapore, there
had come simultaneously two apprals to hcelp the Southals  The grievances
i Birbhum are of long standing and date back to 1872, when an enquiry
was inade 1nto the condition of the Sonthals by Mr. T.'T" Allen, who was
then Magistrate  Wlalst tho same discontent led in the Sonthal Pa_rgnnas
to the pas-ing of Regulntion Il1 of 1872, wluch made vast changes in the
adnnmistration of that dwinet, and laid down the hinds of the pohicy on which 1t
has cver since bheen conducted, 1t led to nothing 1n Birbhium on the boundary. In
1881, howevor, un attempt was made to re-mmtioduce the Mostagirt o1 headman
system, ard to reduee the 1ents by a mceasurcment of lanas and a compronuse
between the landlords and ter ants®  In 1892, a 1cgular ~ettlement was effected of
the Mollarpur Egtatct  The fact, however, that on:the étherside of theborder, 1n
the Sonthul 'mxganas. the Sonthal 18 secure from enhancement of rents except by
order of a Revenue officer, and also from dispossession by the n_taha_ycm {money-
lender), hias seived to aceontuate the gricvancos of the Sonthals in Bubhum, and
to umpel them, under the leadership of Durga Manjhi, to approach Government now
with a 1equest for a settlement, and for the ntroduction of the Sonthal Parganas
laws amongst then.  ¥or the lust two or thrco years the Sonthals in Rammpu1 Hat
subdivision have Leen petitioning Government to redrees these grievances, which
ale in the manin giievances ngainst the melisyan or zamindar who have taken
their lands ot raised their rents, Mr Foster, as Collector of Birbhum, enquired
into the matter and submitted a report cn 1t to Government in 190:7._ Some
agianan disturbunce was then apprehended, and Mr. Foster was of opinion that
the matter called for vigorous action. Meanwhile, in 1908, the question of the
loss by the Sonthals of thoir lands and other matters had Leen 1a1sed by some Son-
thals in Midnapore, who petitioned Governmeut through the Revd A. L. Kennan.
On this petition the Collector, Mr Woston, recnmmenéeztl that the provisions
of scction 10(z) and 102) of tho (Old) Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act should be

+ Munsn Nundjy's settlement * Bhuban Mohan Raba's scttlement.
A
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extended to Midnapore. The Commrissioner, Mr. E. H. C. Walsh, agreed, but

observed that this matter ought to be taken up and legislation introduced for the

whole Province. The other Commissioners were then consulted.

Later Mr, Maddox, then Commissioner of Burdwan, had an enquiry made
into the loss of the lands and the indebtedncss of Sonthals in Rampur Hat sub-
division. This enquiry was tested, and tho results were submitted to Govern-
ment with Mi. Maddox’s recommondation that a special officer should be
appointed to enquire 1nto the whole question in the Burdwan Division.

The suggestion was adopted, and a Commattee was appointed to consider
the terms of the reference.

5  Terms of the Reference—These ere as follows :—

The eanquiry should be hmited to Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore, and
permanently-settled parts of Balesore, north of the Subarnarekha, 1f these were
not done in the Orissa scttlement

The objeets of the enquiry should be—

(1) To ascertain m thanas shown to contain a large Sonthal pop on,
what number of villages contuin s population which 1§ nearly
homogeneous.

) Insuch viilages how far does the Sonthal headman system still subsist ?

)} To ascertain tho 1ate of mutation from Sonthals to non-Sonthals both

in such villages, and on the outor fiinge of less homogeneous

villages, taking n selected number of villages A complete and
exhaustive cxamination of the faets of overy raiyat in a small
number of typical villages 1n cach area of a distinctive character
is to bo preferied to the ncecumulation of general information.

An oxamination will have to bo made of thc extent to which

Sonthali lands have been transferred in the last twenty years or

so, how far tho transfers have bcen occasioned by rent decrees,

and how far by moirtgage or by private sale, and what 18 the
stato of indebtedness at present.

(4) To examine transfers in consequence of civil decreo, and to ascertain
to what cxtent the proceedings are ez-parle. The examination
of Civil Court proceedings may be on tho lines of Maulvi
Ekramuddin’s.

(5) To exanmune how far arbitrary eviction by landlords is prevalent.

(6) To examine the effect on the Sonthal hoadman system of sabinfeuda-
tion by the zamindar, and whcther tonure-holders are more
oppressive than landlords,

(7) Comparison of past and present rent-rolls. Therc have been several
local settlements in pnst years, certainly two in Birbhum, those of
Munshi Nundji and Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha, and possibly
others. The facts then recorded to be compared with existing
facts. A reforence to the settlement proceedings of the Nayabasan
and Jhargram Estates now going on will give valuabiie information.

(8) Is the condition of the Sonthal population in these areas to any extent
better than 1n adjoiming unsettled areas? In fact, have these
settlements produced any effect ?

(9) The examination of old Road Cess papers might assist to a conclu-
sion.”

(10, The state of education, liquor traflic and the possibility of co-epeia-
tive banks may be incidentally considered.

(11) General feeling of the Sonthals towards the alicn raiyats and their
zamindars to be examined, Has their feeling any political
importance ? .

(12) To consider whether any legislation should be proposed, taking 1into
account thc provisions in restraint of trapsfer in other Acts—
Bengal and Forcign, e.g, Sonthal Parganas Regulation, new
Chota Nogpur Tenancy Act, Central Provinces Land Revenue
Act, and Punjaeb and Bombay Acts (Deccan Agricalturists Relief

Act)l
® These were not available 1n the Distriot offices of Bubhum and Bankura, and were only ooca-
sionally produced by the landlords.

(2
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(138) To examine whether in the same aress there are other aboriginal
or semi-aboriginal races whose position is sumilar to that of the
Sonthals.

(14) To indicate the thanas or estates which should be covered by any
settlement operations, and submit a draft programme in consulta-
tion with Director of Land Records.

(15) The effect of the increased demand for labour in mines, etc., on the
Sonthal population economically and socially should be considered,

6. Area under Enguiry.—The tour mentioned in paragraph 3 was designed
so as to cover the area under enquiry, which, relying on the first clause of the
terms of reference, I restricted to thanas shown to contain a large Sonthal
population.

These are the following —

Soanthal Bhumi;
DisTrICT Subdivision. Thana. P:Puh" popula- Percent- popula- Percent -
1on- tion age. i tion age
%:lrl:rm .| 86,182 | 3,108| 36
a nt1 .| 83,621 4,110 | 4-9 ree
| Rempur Hat §1 porour Hat... 102,810 | 8,220 | 80
Bubham J Maureswar ...| 93,839 | 6,791 | 72
! Sun .. [ 140,033 | 12,195 ( 87
{Sadur ... ! Bolpur o |115849 | 8,781 | 7-6
Bankura .. | 148,870 15,373 | 103 - e
Gangajalghat: 122,399 7,709 G3 . ..
Bank Sadar Onde . [122,017 | 12,232 99 . e
ankura. *% | Rapur .. [ 101,345 | 35,166 | 34+7 5,480 54
| | Sumlapal  ...[ 38,109 | 8,765 [229
[ Khatra .es {115,313 19,899 (17 3 11,440 99
[ Binpur . 1104,982 | 36,752 35 007 7,104 68
(Garhbeta .. | 133,122 | 26,187 |19-7 . s
Midnapore | Sadar «- € | Salbam ...| 60,850 | 11,872 1195 4,003 66
L Jhargram -« | 76,063 | 19,284 |25-4 4,304 57
Gopiballabhpur | 163,156 | 32,406 |19 9 19,220 118
Balasore Sadar «-s | Jellasore .- | 59,721 6,099 {102 l . l .
]

There aresmall settlements 1n Dubrajpur thana i1n Birbhum, in the Bishnu-
pur Subdivision 1n Bankwia, and some {arge ones® 1n tho central thanas of
Miduapore spreading out from tho very large setélcment in the west Theso
have not come directly under enquiry, with the exception of Dubrajpur.

* For comparison the numbers are given below —

Sonthal
Thana Population popul l": on
Labpuar - 64,281 1,264
Birbhum o 4 Dubraypur ... 148,026 2,803
Sakalipur ... e 17,740 468
 Barjore e 68,012 311
Bishonupur .. 142,873 2,070
Bankora . 1 Hotalpur ... 96,853 490
| Indas see oae 83,843 351
Sonamukbi} .. 82,458 425
Kharagpur ... 111,016 6,760
Midnapore .. 78,821 4,600
Eeb;a. we e %76'8‘78?) %’:65
eshpur - - » , 867
Midoapore . { Nurayangarh .. 118 éal 2,020
Deantan 123,641 1,602
Sabang, Ghatal, Chandra-
L kons, ete ... - 1,398



The total SBonthal and Bhumij population of the different districts is
shown below —

Soathal Bhumi)

Sopulation population, populntion
Birbhum 902,280 47,221 ]
Bankura . ‘ee 1,116,411 105,682 19,785
Midnapore . . 2,789,114 148,261 44,233
Balasore “es 1,071,197 8,856 4,270

The whole of the area under enquiry (including the small portion of
Burdwan cxcluded fiom the enquiry) consists of a bolt of irregular thickness
strictclung Ifromw the large Sonthal arca of the Sonthal I’arganas to another thickly
populated Sonthal area 1n the Native State of Mourbhsan),® between Bengal
pioper on the eust and the Dravidian area of Chota Nagpur on the west,
wheie the Sonthal settlements are dovetailed amongst and finally get lost 1n those
of the Ho~. Bhumijecs, Mundus and other tribes of that plateau. In population
the aren presents the meeting place of the aborizine and the Aryan ; the latter
being the later aznival. -

The Sonthuls cannot be regarded as immigrants moie than any one else.
They certainly aro immigrants, but then so are the Aryans, nng m that the
Sonthals 01 Bhumijes have been the clearers of the jungle and the pioneers of
the cultivation of the larger porfion of the area, they have n better claim to be
conmdered the original inhabitants of the area thin the Aryans, cxcept posmbly
than the zamindirs and Rajas and thewr immediate followers, whose real ancestry
1s now shrouded 1n Rajput tradition As regards distribution of Sonthals,
it may be mnoted that the portion of the area mnst densely populated with
Sonthals 1s at the south-west? of Bankura and the north-west of Midnapore.
In physical aspeets the aiea presents the change from the platcau to the plains
of Bengal 1n an undulating country, with patchos of jungle here and there,
which 1n Midnapore bocome larger and are more carefully protected. In
the 18th century, a considerable portion of the area under enquiry appears
to have formed punit of an indefimite administrative unit called the Jungle ]Eaha)s
lying between Chota Nagpur and the plains of Bengal. Tins was subsequently

efined as bdng composed of certain parganas in Birbhum, Bankura
aud Midnapore; but on account of the disturbances of the Bhumijes, it
was split up amongst the neighbouring districts in 1833. The name of Jungle
Mahals, however, still survives in a portion of the Maureswar thana in Birbhum,
and 10 the whole of the western area of Midnapore The fact that therc was
once an administrative unit roughly corresponding to this area, nud thefact
that this area contains the largest population of Sonthals outside the Sonthal
Parganas and outside Chota Nagpur are not acoudents, but are due to
the physical aspects of the niea which appears to stamp i1t as belonging
to the mnon-rcgulation portion of the Province. 1 lLave, however, no -
tention of proving that this area, with the exception of that in Birbhum,
ought to be retransterred to the non-regulauon divisions whicls 1t borders—
though this would bs the proper procedure to adopt if 1t were not otherwise
rather ympracticable—but of trying to show that some of the laws of the
regulation districts are not swted to at lcast one consi lerable portion of their
population.

7. Tribes under Enguiry.—The enquiry relates to the Sonthals, but one of
the terms of the reference 18 whether there mae 1n the same area other races,
aboriginal or semi-aboriginal, whose position is smmilar to that of the Sonthals.
The principal of theso tribes 18 the Bhumej, and for this 1cason the statistics
for this race have been included in the last pavagraph; other tribes will
receive attention in the course of the report

8. Method of KEnguiry.—Three forms were devised. The first was design-
ed to show the different constituents of the population of a village, together
with the history and a gonerul description of the village. ‘I'he second
was devised to show the past and Eresent area held by the raiyat,
detaile of land loat, details of land aequired, and the past and present rent.
The third form was framed to show the raryat’s present debts, rate of interest,
how much repaid, how much due and how secured. A few general questions

# Bonthal nocount for 50 per cen* of the population :n Mourbhan).

4 Thia nnna farmad nart of Menhhum



BIRBHUM 5

were also drafted, supplemented from time to time by other instructions as
further knowledge showed their necessity, Armed with the first form the enquir-
ing officer on arnival at any spot, could recoad the particulars of a large number
of villages from the collected Sonthale. Then one or two villages were selected,
and a day or two devoted to filling up the second and third forms from
information given by the Sonthals, testing the same when necestary by reference
to the zamindar or makgyans. In this way details of each raiyat (or rather of a
number of the raiyats, as it was often 1mpossible to get them all together) of
a large number of villages were obtained. Of these villages, « number have
been selected as representative and printed 1n Appendix No. I. It 18 not claxmed
for these results that they airc strictly accurate There was no time for going
back for the attestation of the facts of each village, but when the officer had
once onquired into a village he bad to hurry on to another place. Consequently
strict accuracy could not be obtained, but the details of each wvillage are,
roughly accurate,

It 18 thus evident that the mein source of my information was the Sonthals.
In one estatc I reversed the procedure and took my information from the
landlord, who was nlso a makan, first. The Sonthals becamo reticent, and
my information was nearly valueless.

9. Objects of the Enguiry.—The objeots of the enquiry were confined to the
terms of the 1cference, which were more than comprehensive, cuonsidering the
time at my disposal, the uroca unde: enquiry and the smallness of the staff. I
have throughout eschewed all tales of 1llogal oppression of the Sonthal, which I
could not venfy. If every story of oppression had been verified, and this would
have required a long resngenca m_cuach area, doubtlessI could have prasented
‘a much darker picture of his troubles. ~ - T/ 7/

YO " Arrangemcnt of the Repor{ —A chapter has been devoted to each of the
mun terme of relerence, und each chapter deals with every district separately.
An attempt has becn made to mako the deseription of each distnct complete *
in 1itself The result 1s necessarily a certain amount of repetition.

CHAPTER II
SonTHAL VILLAGES

(Tcrms of Reference No. 1.)
BIRBHUM
11 Kampur Hit! Subdwinion —The figurées below show the relative denmiy
of the Sonthals mm terms of population, and of willages in the Rampur Hat
subdivision -—

Total Total number
Sonthal
ber of of Sonthal
ViLLloxs Population population r 1;\:1:; g?s ‘ f Sonth

.. £6,182 8,108 260 35

g:l,i:al . . 82,621 4,110 265 44

Rampur Hat 102,810 8,220 307 80
Mauredswar 93,839 6,881 426 44t

)

12. The figures for the population have been taken from the Census tables
of 1901,and thosa for the villages trom statistics carefully prepared 1n view of a
sottlement 1n this particular arca. By a village 18 not meant a revenue
mauza, but a village ‘I)mmlet locaily recognized as possessing a separate entity;
and by a Sonthal village 18 meant such a village or hamlet containing a
practically homogeneous Senthal proportion.

13. A Sonthal village or hamletis readily recognisable froma long way off
by its clean, t1dy, well swept and white-washed houses, sometimes relieved by a
dado of bright colouring. Not only does this appearance distinguish 1t readily

* Th Little about Jhargram thans (Midaapore),
. L | an.::ol:-':;;h;d by the Police for tlus thans, ’



8 BIRBHUM—Bonthal Villages.

from the Bengali village, but also the absence of trees, bamboos and tanks
from round about the wvillage site. The Sonthals live in ‘olas separnte from
the ordinary Bengali, whom they avoid as much as their avocations permit,
but they live side by side with occasional Kamars, Muchis, Mearyas, Dhangars,
Kodas, Domes and Bhuiyas, here and there Dikkus are found in the same
tolz. Tho size of the village varies. Ordinarily 1t contains between six and
twenty houses and should propeily be called a hamlet, but in a number of
cases, particularly 1n the south-west of Rampui Hat thana and in Maureswar,
larger and more substantial villages occur,

14. Theu age 18 not vory great. In the majority of cases they werc
made by the grand-futhers of the prosent Sonthal. Such is the statement of the
middle-aged and old Sonthals, whore fathers and grand-fathors are now dead.
This places their origin about the middlo of the first-half of last century. Thas
this 18 not too recent a date, is borne out by the fact that Mr. Allen in 1872
found old Sonthals living there who remembored when the whole place wasa
mass of jungle, and the time wheun tho Sonthals first cleared it. The Sonthals’
own s‘atoment show tkhat they are an off-shoot of the great Bonthal movement
towards the Sonthal Parganas at tho begimoing of the last century. But the
limit to the formation of the new villages had been practically reached by 1880,
when Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha made his settlement of Sonthal villages. In
only a very few cases havo any villages been formed since then. Yet though
the limat to the formation of fiesh villages had been practically reached in 1880,
tho limit to the cxtension of cultivation had not been reached, but is still going
on, and will still presumably go on duspite the fact that the so1l most capable of
cultivation has now been brought under the plough.

15. The returns of 1872 show that the Sonthal population for the whole
district was thon only 6,954, 1t 18 now 47,221 according to the Census of 1901.
This large apparent increase, omitting errors in calculation, in the population 18
due to the tact that the Sonthals aio extraordinarly prolific, and owing to
then out-door halbits very naidy, as well as to the large increase 1n population
in the Sonthal DParganas pressing the Sonthals eastwards  But these figures do
not represent tho sum oé the increase of the population in this area  Many of
them; particularly from the northern portion, have, owing to the pressure
of the increasing population or to dispossession by mahejans or zamindars,
either cmigrated to the Baiwind, a guas:-laterite tract of country in Dnaj-
pur, Rajshaln and Bogra, or olse to Murshidabad, there to break fresh
country, to clear the jungles. and to make new terraces of rice land, for
doing whick they possess the most extraordinary aptitude, even out of tho
most unpromising countiy. T -
~ 186 According to Mr. Gait in his Census ® report, ¢‘ these wanderings of
the Sonthals have hitherto been confined to a laterite so1ll” This fact is
strikingly illustrated in this subdivision, The Sonthal villages border those in
the Sonthal Parganas, and are situated in the narrow stmp of broken hgh
country west ot the East Indian Railway, lying between the hills’ of the Sonthal
Parganas which approach the Birbhum borde: on the one side, and the alluvial
goil of the plaius proper on the other, Where those hills recede from the
border, as 1n the south-west of Murara1 thana, therc are practically no Sonthal
villages. This strip of country 1s where Bengali and Sonthali cultivation meets.
On the one side thers is the Sonthal country ; on the other there is the Bengali
country. As such it is debateable land, and there arc Bengali villages in it.
But nevertheless thero are considerable areas in 1it, in which the population 1s
wainly Sonthal, and which, but for the accident of their being a more conve-
nient centre of administration at Suri nearer than Dumka, and of their being
portions of large parganas where the LDengali element piedominated in
other places, would possibly have been included in the Sonthal Parganas.
In fact they were originully so included, but were subsequently excluded on
these very grounds in 1857.F But what was true of these parganas as a
whole, was not true oi particular portions of these parganas. The Sonthals
have cleared the jungles and made the lands of the villages of these
portions, and as I have already stated, they have less cause to be

® Part I, page 139
t Government letter No. 1088, dated 14th Fcbruary 1872




BIRBHUM-—Sonthal Villages. 7

stamped as immigrants then the Bengalis, who, though in a few cases
they may have had cultivation in these very areas before the Sonthals
came, have tuken advantage of the fact that the Sonthals had cleared
the dreaded jungle, to come 1n and reap the fruits of the Sonthals’ labour by
oppression, extortion and cheatin These are strong words, but however ex-
aggerated BMr. Allen’s repart on the condition of affairs in 1872 may Lhave been,
there can be little doubt that they were then justified Now-a-days various
weasures have tempered the actions of the zamindars and mahajsng, and the
various malpractices that these words conjure up do not exist to such an
extent, but the Sonthals are still the victims of sharp practice and greed.

17. The figures given above do not imply that the cultivation of-evory
village 1smainly Sonthal, and by no mcans that the best lands arec Sonthal In
some cases, as 1n Karangdih, Dharampur and Debdattapur | vede Appendix I (&),
Nos. 1II, VIII and X}, practically all the lands have gonc into the hands of
Dikkus, who on account of its extent have given 1t out again aedh: or on a
temporary under-raiyat: lease to the Sonthals. DBut this isnot the ordinary rule ;
the lost cultivation generally passcs away from the Sonthal altogether, with the
result that in a few cases the village has been practically depopulated. Eight
hsmlets have been counted in wluch practically all the cultivation has passed
into the hands of Sonthals, and five others in which the village has been quite
or almost depopulated. The cultivation 1s sall largely Sonthal 1n a mejority of
villages, but in the case of many of them this romark 1s very mis-leading,
as the malajan often takes the best lands and leaves the worst uplands
which occupy a much larger area [vude Kusaomkandor Appendix I(a?, No. XVL.]
e hes no use for thesc until the Sonthal turus thom into rice lands. Ver
few 1ntact vallages 1n which no Bengali has yet obtained any cultivation are still
believed to oxist, Experience has, however, shown that a detailled examination
of such a village would revoal the presence of a maAajan.

18. The villages belong to & large number of different proprietors,
patmidars, or tenure-holders, the only proprietor of a laige number of
villages is the Mohant of Mollarpur, i:n Maureswar.

19. Sadar Subdwison.—~Y¥rom tho figures below it will appear that the
onl}( othex thanas in which there are en appreciable number of #onthals are

Mohammud Bazar, Rajnagar and Bolpur, and of these Rajnagar is the most
important —
Number
Bonthal Number
THANAS Population. populstion. | of willages o£ ltlll-:mtlnl
3
Mnhammad Bazar (outpost) \I r 182 28
{
Bun® .. .- j 140,133 12,1064
. |
Rajoager (oulpoft) ves L 168 68
Khyrasole (outpost) e 325 6
7 P } 138,025 2,304{
Dabrajpurt .- .
Imambazar (outpost) 97 3
; 115,894 1 8,78 {
Bolpur... 303 37

20. The villages in the Muhammad Bazar outpost or thana ore arranged
mainly :n two groups, one in the north-west, and the other in the west next to
the Sonthal Parganas. The others are scattered here and there amongst Dikka
villages ; a fow, including the large willage Harinsingha, are adjacent to the
large group cf Sonthal villages in Maureswar thana. In Mohammad Bazar one
or two entirely new hamlets of which the oultivation has been formed in recent
years are to be found In one case mx yeurs ago a portion of a waste area
estimated at 100 bighas was leased on a rental of Rs. 75 & year for a salams of

® There are 7 Bonthal villages in Sur1 thana
4 There are 139 SBonthal vilages in Dubrajpur thana,
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Rs. 80, the condition being that no #il was to be cut. The Rajnagar
villages lie on the west of that outpost in the north-west corner of
the district next to the Sonthal Parganas border. In a third of these villages
Dhangars, Domes, Kamars and Meharas are found living with the Sonthals.
The Bolpur villages are more recent than the willages directly lying on the
Sonthal Parganas border. Their age 18 probably not more than 40 years at the
most; most of them are 20 or 21 yesrs old, and there are others I am informed
where the aga of the Sonthal settlemnent does not exceed 10 years or so.

BANKURA

21. The figures balow have been given for the thanas which contain a

large Sonthal population —
I —PoPLLATION
Sonthal Bhumi] Baun

THANAR, Popu'ation, populstion. populaticn population
(Gangsjalghati (1ncluding Saltora) 122,399 7,709 ces 25,931
Bankura (including Chhatna) .. 118 670 15,373 1,714 24,606
Khatra (including %ndporc) 116413 19,899 11,440 20,147
Raipur . . 101,345 45,166 5,480 7,172
Simlapal (indepeadent oufpost) 38,109 8,756 560 3,078
Onda (1noluding Taldangra) 122,917 12,232 147 9,580

Il —ViLrLAGER
Perceniage of
Sonthal villagen :n toial
number of villages

Gﬂ-ng‘]ﬂlgh&tl . oo ase 10
Baltora (outpost) e ase . ]
Bankura vee .o vee 1
Chhatna (outpoat) ... o ... 0B
Indpore (outpost) er we 19
Khautra ‘.. .. 28
Raipur 70
6imlapnal (1ndependent outpost) .. . 40
Onda e . N |
. Taldangra (outpost) . . 14

22. These figurcs cover the whole of the Sadar Subdivision of Bankura,
excepting the Barjora Independont Outpost. The subdivision of Bishnupar
has been omitted, as 1t contaans comparatively few Sonthuls. The figu.es in
Statement 1l have been compiled from statistics furmshed by the ’olice, which
are only faunly accurate so far as they afford a comparison botwcen the total
number of villages and of Sonthal villages. For instanoe, 55 Sonthal villages are
shown as exwsting 1in Taldangra, whereas the conditions ot 71 villag:s 1n that
outpost were examined and some 30 otheis woere found to exist. As 1t s
probable that the system of examination adopted 1n the enquiry, under which
each hamlet with a different name was classed us a <oparats village, would show
also a much larger total number of villages of all clusscs, i1f chicse had been
counted, the Police figures have been given us suthciently near for the purpose,
The figure 70 per cent for Raipur thana is however unduly large, and appears
to represcent the number of villages in which theie is a Sonthal population.
It is undoubtedly a fact that the great majority of wvillages contain a Santhal
population, but it 1s 1mprobable that so many villages with a population
practically homogeneous exlsts.

23. The Sonthals n Bankura are found mainly on the west and south-
west 1n the undulating tract, thus described by Sir Wilham IHunter® —¢ In
Bankura the alluvial flats end 1n the undulations, isvlated peaks, and short, low
ranges which form the advanced guard of ths hill system of the central Indian
plateau. A poor, ferrugiuous soil and hard beds ofy later1tc here take the place
of the fertile deltaic detritns, with expanses of scrub jungle and si! woods fo:
the closely-tilled villnge lands of the east.”” In the rtorth west the Susumia and
Biharinath Hilla loom on the horizon, and in the south-west in Khatra and
Raipur the country breaks up imto ridges of low, pioturerque and jungle-clad
hills. Terraces of rice cultivation fill up the dips between the hills, or
in wide expanses skirt the undulating uplands.

® Fide al<o the ** Gasetteer of Bankura ' by Mr O'Malley, 1.0 3



BANKURA - Sonthal Villages. 9

24. The Sonthal occupation is old ; how old it is impossible to say.
Chbhatna, or the pargana of Samantabhum (ealled by the Sonthals ¢ Santbbum %),
in the north-west. named after a * Samanta ” or General of the Emperor of
Delhi, who is said to have subdued the original Raja, is recognized by the
Sonthals of the south as having almost an equal claim to that of Sikherbhum,
which is conterminus with 1t, to be regarded as their orgimal home in com-
paratively recent times. South of Chhatna and in the north of Indpore the
Sonthsl population is less dense, but furthor south it becomes denser and denser
till it reaches its maximum in Raipur., The Sonthals cannot account for
the deficiency in the middle area, but enquiry ehcited the fact that the
ancestors of the wvillage of Rangibari, onc of the largost and one .of the
parent villages of a nwuber of other villages in Khbhatra thans, did not comeo
straight south from Sikherbhum, but had emigrated first south to Midnaporo
and then northward again. Rangibari they declare to be at least eight or
ten generations old, that is, about three hundred ycars ago On this theory
the colonization of Khatra and Raipui proceeded from somo central nucleus 1n
Midnapore, to which they omigratod from Sikherbhum, meeting a minor ctream
flowing southwaids from Chhatna. This accords with Colonel Dalton’s
theory that the Sonthals colonised from Saont in Midnapore.

25. All this 18 of course conjectural. DBut there is a curious significanco
1n tho fact that immediately south of Raipur there is a pargana, called Silda by
Dikkus, but by the Sonthal)sr * Santbhu1 ” (really Samantabhum, having the same
denvation as Samantabhum 1n Baokuia), which is, I undcrscand®, the Saont in
Midnapore, referred to by Colonel Dalfon and from which tho Revd. L. O
Skrefsrud derives his derivation of the word Sonthal. Any one travelling in
Bankura or Midnapore and hearing the constant refercnees of the Sonthals to
the parganas, either of Santbhum in Chhatna near the Damodar, or of Santbhu
in the north of Midnapore, cannot fail to be struck with tho similanty betwoon
the names Santbhum, Santbhui and Sonthal. The similarity may be accidental.
The Sonthul bhimself will not admit to it as a possible derivation. With these
remarks and the hint that the word Sonthal or, as 1t is sometimes spelt, Santal
may be the same as Samantal, an inhabitant of the country of Samantabhum
or of Samantabhui, 1 leave the derivation of the word.

26. In Raipur tho Sonthals aro the densest, and largely out-number any
other tribe or class. That the Sonthal population dominates this arca in point of
numbers, and that it is to all intonts and parposes a Sonthal country, is at once
obvious to anyone who tours through this thana. Iere we have the Sonthal 1n
the country he loves, in a corner of the world remote from civilization., For
the Dikku, the country sfill posscases all the terrors of the jungle, with its bears
and leopards, magnified into tigers. Near the River Kosye tho Dikku clusters
in greater numbers.

27. Everywhcre the Aryan propor is an immigrant. Tho Sonthals were
there before hun. But 1t does not follow that the Sonthals, even though thcn
ancestors clearcd tho jungles and made the villages, are the original inhabitant-
of the country. There 18 reason to behove that tho Bhumijes were the onginal
people, inasmuch as thcy were the Ghatwals or guardians of the jungle passce
In Khatra thana there is still a large Bhumi) population. A few Southal e--
Ghatwals exast  Another semi-aboriginal ceste that cxists in large numbeis
is the Beuri, cxcopt in Raipur where he gives way to the Sonthal.

28. 'I'nc mze of the village vanes, in the north in Chhatna therc n:ec
villnges with a8 many as 450 inhabitants,” in Indpore and Khatra there aro small
bamlcts containing 6, 8 or 10 houses, but theie are larger villages like thc
perganait’s village Dollah contmining 40 houses ; and in Raipur though the
mejority vary between 10 and 20 houses, there are larger willages'comprising
two or three folas, hke Rajahatu, with as many as 80 Sonthal families 1n them
Such aboiiginal or semi-abonginal castes or tribes as the Bauris, Bhuya-,
Domes, Kurms, ‘I'antis, Kodas and Bhumijes are found hving alongside the
Sonthals in the Sonthal /olas, occasionally i)lkkus are also found to have taken
up their residence in the same #lz to bo near the source of their gaine
But the latter generally hve 1n difforent foles. Few Muhammadans are found
Tambolis aud Chai dhris have the worst repu.ations as grain dealers and
mahajans. As a general rule thie Sonthals have cleared the jungles and madc

* Vude * Tho Aboriginal Raoces of the Sonthal Parganas™” by Mr H Mc¢Pherson, 1cs
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their own villages, but cases are not infrequent where Kurmis or Bhumijes
have beon the original clearers and have givon a small patch or kkap of jungle
to the Sonthal to elecar and cultivate. In Indpore, Khatra and the extreme
jungly south-west of 1taipur the formation of fresh hamlets in recent years has
becn noticed. In Onde thana, on the outskirts of tho area, the Sonthal
occupation is quite 1ecent, not much more than twenty years old,. That
1in Gangajalghat: 1s also recent  Deserted villages have been found, deserted,
owing to the fem of oval spnits, or because the mahajan has diepossessed the
Sonthals of their lands, or on account of the great tamine of 1865-66, wheu
many persons dicd, many persons fled and whole villages were depopulated.
This famine 18 a histonical land mark, the famine of Bahatiar (1272 B).
Therc arc legends relating how the mahajan of that period gave the headman a
a loun of 2 pies of grain, and m exchaoge took the whole village.

290 In almort every villago there are to be found three or more houscs of
non.cultivators, who cke out a living by labouring in the neighbourhood, by
biennial journeys to Burdwan for tho sowing and harvesting of the rice
ciop, and by cultivating bhagts or_ krishan:® for Dikkus. On the out-
skirts of the area 1n Taldangra and Siumlapal, 1t is reported that there are
several Sonthal villages containing a purely labour population.

1t 18 truc that the major poition of the cultivation 1n Sonthal villages 18
still in the hands of Sontheals, but to what extent such a remark conveys an
absolutely false impression ot the condition of affairs will be treated in a later
chapter

p‘30. Finally, a wo1d about the jungle. The proprietors appear to be alive
to the profits to be guined fiom the furest, for almost everywhere the Sonthals
are fo1budden to cut sdl trees ln Raipur they are allowed to take other wood
from tho jungle, at a rate of Re. 1 or Rs. 2 a cart-load, or at a rate of 2 pies
1o the rupee of rent.

MIDNATOKE

31 TIn default of sufficiently accurate figures, it may be held that the pro-
portion of Sonthal hamlets or villages recognised locally as possessing a separate
existence, with a practically homogencous population, to the total number of
hamlets or villuges 18 probably very neurly the same as the percentage of the
Sonthal population to the whole population 1n each thana. Police figures for
two thanas, which have been received, support this conclusion. The figures
for other thaoas have not been received.

THANAs Population pf[:’l;)l?::ﬁlm. Percentago P ogmgn Pq‘r;:-nt-
Binpur e | 104,982 36,752 | as (384)t 7,104 | 7
Salban: ... . 60,850 11,872 20 4,003 7
@arhbeta 133,122 26,187 20 " 752
Jhargram . 76,063 19,284 25 4,304 6
Gopiballabbpur 163,153 42,405 20 (23)t 19,220 | 12 (12)*

+ Polico figurea,

32. The above thanas comprise tho area 1n this district still known as
the Jungle Mahals It is generally of the same character as that in
Bankura, except that 1t 18 not so hilly. Towards tho west in the north-
western and hilly correr of Bmpur there are small scattered Sonthal
villages, with a few larger villages near Silda. These give place further
east to Dikku wvillages containing large stretches of cultivation hke the
neighbourhood of Binpur. But the cast of the Kosye river, in the lands
belonging to the Ramgarh and Lalgarh Rajes, 18 probably one of the most
densely populated Sonthal areas in the district. Sonthal villages are spread

® A krishan s given & certmin amount of land 1o culfivate for tho owner. As remuneration he gets
shout a-thizd of the crop
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over Jhargram and portions of Garhbeta and Salbani. As the Ruiver
Subarnarekha in Gopiballabhpur is epproached, tho country becomes less jungly
and more fertile. South of the Subarnarekha, where the land rises towards the
hills of Mouibhanj and 18 covered with jungle, with open spaces 1n 1t dotted here
and there with smeall patches of jungle and 1solated trees, the proportion of
Sonthal and DBhumij villages considerably increases. The cultivation here 18

oor, and the country presenta a curious gray and dreary appearance, even in

rilliant sunlight. "Fhis area, with 1ts Sonthals, Bhumijes, ’ans, Bhuyias (or
Purans) and Kurma Mahtos, has up {0 dato been rather avorded by the marajan
proper, oxcept for an occasional 1'el1, as a place of residence. Fuither south in
Mourbhanj, the Sonthals account for 30 per cént. of the population.

33. 1t 1s difhcult to state the age of thc Sonthal occupation of this
distiict, but it 18 certamnly verv old. Many of the Sonthals have no 1doa
whence they came originally. The Revd. A. L Kecennan reports that the
Lalgarh Raja said that the Sonthals were there before lus ancestors arrived,
four hundred years ago. He also roports tlat Bengalis he has consulted
have been unammous in thewr opinion that the Sonthals preceded themn
1 the cultivhtion of most of their lands. It seems certain that the Dikkus
cemeo after the Sonthals. However that may be, the physical aspect of
the country, the large proportion of aborigines and semi-aborigines 1n tho
Jungle Mahals, and the fact that it 1z they who have reclanned the
jungle, all combine to throw the burden of preoof on the Dikku of proving
that he was thero first. And, so far as 1 am aware, excopt, and that only
possibly, 1n the case of the zamindars and their 1mmediate entouinge, there 1s
no evidenco available of the same. In the extreme north-woest the 1eclumation
of the wilder portions 18 more recent.

34  Asa rulo the Sonthals a1e tl ¢ clearers of the villages i which they are
the muin cultivsting population, but this 18 no criterion south of the Subarna-
rekha  There frequently one aboriginal tribe makes the wvilluge, leaves 1t, and
another takes their place For czample, Daikuhh was originally made by
Bhumijes, but they left the village, because they thought thcre was an ewal
spirit 1n 1t, giving place to a few Southals, Pans and Kurmis  In Roknimaia
thoe original Sonthals were 1eplaced by Bbumijes, ind after thom othcr Sonthuls
came 1nto the village. As 1n Bankura, & few villages were found 1n the north-
wcest, which were practically depopulated of the origimal Sonthals 1n the great
fomwme of 1865-66, and other Sonthals have now tnken their place In the north
Tuntis, Kamars, Gorains, Bhogtas (Bhuiyas) and Kurmis arc found living 1n
the same villuges as Sonthals  South of the Subarnurckba cultivating Klerias
and 1’ans must be added to this list  Thewre I’ans, who call themselves Penis
or Tamarnia Tantis, and are of a much highter shade of colour than either the
Sonthal or the Bhumzij, can talk the Sonthal language just as the Bhumij can,
and 1n villages whe e the thiee tribes congrogate 1ogether they converse togethoer
amicably in Senthali, though both the Pan and the Hhumij have a language of
their own,

35. A stnniking feature of Garhbeta ard the areas nearer the plains parti-
cularly, Jambam (thana Jhargram) and of Nayagram (thuna Gopmballabhpur) 1s
the large labouring population, who to their knowledge never had any land of
their own. In the other areas also villages arc to be found containing almost a
purely labouring population or only bhAagf: cultivators. Mr. Gregson estimates
that 05 per cent. of the Sonthals now belong to tne labouring population 1n this
district. Though this figure 18 probably cxaggerated and 18 more applicable to
middle northern area, it 18 valuable as 1indicating the impiession rccewed by
one who has been uacquainted with the Sonthals in the nurthern portion of the
d:strict for very many years.

36. Tho Jungle Mahals are divided amougst large land-owners, of whom
some of the chief arc the BMidnapore Zamindair Company 1n Garhbeta and
Salbani, and in the large pargana of Silda, wh:ch accounts for almost the whole
of the area went of the Kooye 1n Bionpur , the Ramigarh and Lulgarh Rajas east of
ithe Kosye in Binpur, the Raja of Jhargram in the Jhargram Pargana, which
covors the greater part of the Jhargram thana’; the Mahaiaja of Mourbhanj who
owns Nayabasan and Rohim in Gopiballabhpur, and the Nawab of Murshidabad
%n the purganas of Nayagram and Khelirgram in the esst of Gopiballabhpur
Thn south of the area dJdiffers very widely frum the districts of Bankura

c 2



12 MIDNAPORE-BALASORE—Bonthal Villages.
and Birbhum, in that the m«kajan does not play such an important part as an
intermediate propnetor

37. Nayabasan and Rohini Estales (thana Gopiballabhpur) —The figures
below give the distitbution of the villages amongst the different classes of popu-
lation aceording to the record-of-rights recently prepared :—

28 | fé. |24s |28 T EEEMET
a © 5 @ g: : =g a ™ g e _‘,§.ﬂ.
.- .ol =_2§ | 238 g &3 sg¥ss|s=" 8
= wes | HE85. | 22 or & il o, | da -
Z= SSA|lSgAE | 24 =3 SSkER | =kgg
=.q 4 =~ -] TR ] = o= = & = ::0
g - Pa:h ..onna =E: r—-'g -E_S,,, _ggc
NaME oF EsTaTE w a2 2.3 o= 2 B9 S -
Qe w8 -—ae o WY g S B W & = w e e 30y
g "O-OII ooﬁ,' oﬁgo .‘s—- "5"’= © ._."'5 © -—os
= a @ = 2 SS9 s o . E‘
— bt = B [preryy T | us._s -r—y) -2 - - - 8
Y | Ba £=® | 5. Eog s | 2= $o858 - ol
e SR | S« | 2S8-2| B 98 [l 2928 S B
© ES= |82 |B28S |a5 8 S28g aZ82 | EE6%
> s2o | 5FE | 5888 ,_S;E_ =<8 | 5828 =':‘§ﬁ
o -4 = | P = z‘— 7=' ve | A < A =
Nayabasan 499 6 33 64 100 4 18 8
Rohim 173 . ] 21 47 27 24 4
* Sonthals, Bhunijes and Mundas
+ hurmi Mahtos, Bhutyas and Danda Chattra Manjhis 1t 18 not very clear what the latter are
3 These Bgurcs are mutually cxclusive
38. In Rohima the aborigmal population is not nearly so dense as south

of the River Submianarckha in Nayabasan, where on the Mourbhanj border
it generally exceeds 90 per cent, of the total village population,

The following figures show the different classes of raiyats according to
the record-of-rights recently prepared for Rolnni and Nayabasan :—

Z £
g8 |
B -
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a = g {2 8 N 5 B
d: | |2 |85 3| 2| E| B
[ @3 R = = =] = S
Those who have | 19,000 (2,629 | 1,465 392 103 58 19 114,334
Na.yn.bu.-f got holdings.
basan Those who have 601 101 101 33 6 6 . 338
Fot bomestead
and only
(Those who have 7,631 653 | 1,041 85 {1,004 Sl 4,717
got holdings
Robumi < Those who have 30 3 4 oos 14 vas . 9
ﬁ:): homestead
d only.

From the figures obtanined from the record-of-rights, it would appear
that there are few laboureis in the wllages; as a matter of fact, villagers,
at all cvents from the more northern quaiter, who have not sufficient cultiva-
tion, regulaﬂ{ go off and labour 1n the plains. That there are only a few
labourers in the villages who fpossess only homestead land, is due to the fact
that both in this pargana of Nayabasan and particularly in the neighbouaring
State of Mourbhunj there are still jungles, ready to be cleared for cultivation.
There is therefore every opportunity for the Sonthal of continuing his heredi-
tary occupation of clearing the jungle, and he need not be reduced altogether to
the position of a labourer yet in this area.

BALABORE
Sonthal
Popula- . Bonthal
THAxa. P popule- | Villages ontaa
tion u‘; n villages.
Jellasore . 1122,694 6,000 208 86
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39. The_ Sonthal population in Balasore in mainly confined to the area in
the permanently-settled pargana Fatehabad, which adjoins Mourbhanj and the
Nayagram Muhal in Midnapore, in the extreme north-east corner of the dis-
trict. Thirty-four of the Sonthal villages are to be found in this pargana The

villages are mostly small, containing from six to eight houses, and the lands
are poor.

CHAPTER 1I11I.
THe SonTHAL HEADMAN AND THE. SONTHAL COMMUNAL Sysreum.

(Zerms of the Reference No. I1.)

40. The Sontial headman sysiem.—Before going into detaill 1 this
matter, it seoms necessary briefly to explain first of all the nature of
the Sonthal communal and headman system. When the parent village
is over-crowded Sonthals prospect in the jungles for fresh land to
cultivate. They then find out the zamindar of the particular patth of
jungle they want to clear or have cleared in anticipation of sanction, and an
arrangement as to rent is made through the headman or Manjhi, who is
agr[:)ointed for this purpose. Thereafter all arrangements as to rent are made
through this Manjhi, who is ordinanly in no way e tenure-holder, but merely
the person through whom the collective rents of the villages are paid. The
villagers formerly used to parcel out the Jarid amongst themselves into reks, and
to appoint certain village office bearers, who each received a small amount of
rent-free land, genora%ly called man land, for the duties he had to perform.
These seven, including the Manjhi, formed the village committee for the
erformance of all viﬁage business, internal, external and spiritual, or home,
oreign and ecclesiastical. They were and are—

¢ The Manjhi.—The headman of the village. He represents the village
in ita relations with outsiders.

The Paransck or Paramanick —The headman’s assistant.

The Jog-Manyhi,—The master of ceremonies in dances, weddings, etc.
He it also the moral censor of the village.

The Jog-Paramick or Jog-Paramansck,—A deputy jog-manjhi,.

The Narki.—The village priest.

The Kudam Naiki.— eputy village priest. His duty is to ward off
evil spirits by offering up his own blood, scratched' from his arm
and mixed with rice.

The Gorast or Kotal.—The village messenger of peon.

All these officials are not however found in every district, as I shall show.
in dealing with each district. ) ) )

41. Bui wbove the Manjhis of different villages, there is a Perganait,
generally the representative of the original leader of the Sonthels to any
particular locahity. He decides social questions and matters of caste, in
consultation with the different Manjhis, He 1s asmsted by a deputy known
as a Desh-Man)hi. The fines he inflicts frequently take the form of a supply
of rice-beer. It should be qmute unnecessary to mention that the °
communal system is an essential part of the Sonthal national life. The Sonthal
does aot regurd -himself as a separate unit, but as f£¢n-t and parcel of the
village community whose head and representative with tho outside world, is the
Manjbi. In union is strength ; and when the landlord ceases to teke his rent
through the Maujhi and recognises each Sonthal as a separate  raiyat, the
first and most important step in the disintegration of the communal system
has taken place. In all the areas under reporf, the existence of mas land,
except in isolated cases, is now practically defunct. In this chapter therefore
a village will be referred {0 as intact, if the Sonthals still pay rent through
the Manjhi or headman, to whom a receipt is given for the total of the rents
of the village. As the incidents of the Sont beadman system differ in
different areas, this mingle definition of it will suffice in the first instance. The
beadman’s profit used to consist of his man land, and the rents for excess
[ ]

. ® Thus arreugement 18 taken from * The Tribes and Castes of Bengal™.
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cultivation of waste-lands. But when a village is even now intact, v little
profit is, as a rule, made by the headman from the waste lands. 1n a broken
village all the rents are paid direct to thelandloxd. The establishment of
Manjhi, Jog-Manjhi, etc , will be referred to as the SBonthal village or communal
system.

BIEBHUM.

42. Rampur IIit Subdivnision.—In the year 1871 there were vague rumours
of discontent amongst the Sonthals. Nothing happened, beyond a panie
amongst the Bengahis. But Mr. T. T. Allen, who was thon Magistrate of
Birbhum, toured amongst the Sonthals, and finally submitted a report to
Government 1n which e showed that the Sonthals were the objccts of oppres-
glon by the zamindar and the maehaan in every possible way. Nothing appears
to have beenr done till 1481, when a measurement of the Sonthal area was
inaugurated and an attempt made to bring the zamindars to terms, particularly
in the matter of rents, by threatening that their lands would be tranaferred
to the Sonthal Iarganas. This settlement is known as Babu Bhuban Mohan
Raha’s settlement, and his final report was submitted in 1883. Hc measured
169 willuges, very nearlyall of the Sonthal hamlets in the Rampur Hat sub-
division. He had no power to fix rents, but he was authorised to try and get
tho zamindars to settle the villages through a headman called a Mostagir with
the Sonthals at rcasonable rents He was successful 1n the case of 81 willages
out of 169; the notable exceptions were.Lall Mohan Singh of Gopalpur in
Murarai and the Mohant of Mollarpur. The result was that the zaonndars
who accepted the proposals, gave leases to the Mostagirs fox seven yaars,

43. The benefits that accrued to the Sonthals were according to the
Settiement Report —

¢ (a) The holding of each raiyat has been accurately measured, defined
and rccorded in the measurement papers, and the annual
amount of rent payable by him has been in most casos fixed
at the Sonthal 1’'arganas rates. Thers 18 therefore now no fear
of arbitrary enhancement or rent or ejectment The lease 13
to run for soven years, commencing from the first day of the
current Bengali year 1289.

(b) After the expiration of the lease, there will be a new settlement ;

- and until that is accomplished, either by mutual agreement
or by the intervention of the Court, the Manjhi and Lis raiyats
will continue to pay the jamas now fixed

{c) All illegal cesses and abwabs have been abolished, and cesses which
the Manihis and tho rai&?ts will henceforth have to pay will
be the Road and Public Works cesses, and uny other cess which
the Government may hereafter impose. The system of &het
begar or free labour hitherto supplied by the Sonthals to the
land-holders has also been abolished.

(d) Every headman or Manjhi of the village has been supphied with a
rent-roll under my seal and mignature, showing the names of
his raiyats, the quantities of lands of diffsrent kinds held by
each, the rates at which the lands have beon assessed, and the
total rent payable by each mau. The Sonthals will not have
to pay the Manjhi a farthing in oxcess of the amount
specified m this paper.

(¢) Waate lands reclaimod by the Sonthal raiyats during the term of the
lease will be assessed at half-rates, and the other half 1iates
remitted.

() The Manjhi or headman did not®™ hitherto enjoy rent-{free or mwun
lands, and he will therefore, as his remuneration for collection
duty, get from the land-holder a commssion at 6} per cent of
the mpney roahzed, p/us the half-rates which the Sonthal raiyats
will have to pay for waste lands brought into cultivation, he
will also during the continuance of the lcase enjoy ront-free
waste lands which he may himself reclaim. 1t will be thus

® 5S¢ Probably a clenical error The records show the existence of mas landa. Tie
*“not ” should be omited. '
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seen that during the term of the lease (seven years) the land-
holder will not get a farthing for waste-lands brought into
cultivation.

(g) To the headman and raiyats has been secured the right of cutting

and brushwood for domestic purposes free,

(%) The Sonthals will have the rent-free enjoymeut of the frumts of the
trees planted by themselves or their ancestors. The right
of cutting theso trees for bulding purposcs has also heen
secured to them.

(* The Sonthals price highly makhua fruits and flowers, and the rent-free
possession of these has been secnred to them. They wall
not however have the power of culting these trees without
the permission of the landholders.

(7) Sonthals latherto onjoyed rent-free posscssion of homestcad lands.
Tlus privilege has been retaiued to them by the present
arrangoment.’’

44. The status of the headman is to a certain extent that of a tempnrary
tenure-bolder, and such he has been held to be by the Courts,

I
— — - =
Z |37 3 | &
[=] a = [=] e
: | &§| & | £
4 — g &
S . c @ a g
VILLAGE n 3 & B B -
£ W £ §> 2 2
e2 |25 | E | 3
= > 2 F Zz Z
Murarax ... 33 33 18 15
Nalhat1 e coe 44 40 20 20
Rampur Hit . 80 67 25 42
Moaureswar. 44* 35 t 28
Total ane 203 176 70 105
II
Number of Sonthal wil- 81 69 242 27
lages of which settle-
mcent was offeoted with
2 headman by Dabu
Bhuben Mohan Raha
{1881.83).
Nufinber of villages mea- 88 75 19 &6
sured, of whioh settle-
ment was not affected
by Babu Bhuban
Mohan Raha,
Total . 169 144 61 83

* Pelieved to be an under-sstimate

t Includes five villages 1n which tho Sonthals pay rent scparately to
one propnetor and through & headman to nm:lther. pay scparately

45. The above statements show the numbers of mtact and broke
villages out of thosc examined. The 169 villages of Statement 11 arc 1nclul(il;3
10 the 203 m Statement I. The most valuable result 1s obtainablo from State-
ment 11, and that is that at the least one-third of the villages settled by Babu
Bhuban Mohan Raba 1n 1882, und at the least threo-fourths of those” which
were measured by hira but not settled, are now broken

46. Thoughb 1n 88 villages the seftlement of the Deputy Coilector was
not accepted, yet in some cases, eg., in tho case of the vil ages of Lall Mohan
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Singh, the proprietors appear to have made such settlements with Mostagirs
but at their own rates of rent. The Mostagiri system also still existed at the
fime 1n a number of these villages. But the Mohant of Mo ur, who owned
32 of them, coveted their kkas possession, and he proceeded to break down
the system by bringing rent suits against the Mostagirs for arrears of rent and
turning them out. According to the Sonthals, he did not always employ this
procedure, but merely evicted them. Finally, the relations between the Mohant
and his tenanis became so strained, that a settlement of his estate umnder the
Bengal Tenancy Act was ordered. This was carried into effect by Munshi
Nundji who submitted his report in 1893. No attempt was made to reintro-
duce the Mosmsiri system in this estate, but fair rents, as will be shown
later, were scttled,

47, 1t will bo observed that two of the essential features of the Sonthal
hcadman system in this area are—firstly, the purely temporary nature of the
headman’s 11ght ; and, secondly, the mutability of the rent.

48. Droken Villages —In many casea the method by which the village
came® to be broken was unknown. It is therefore impossible to divide the
broken villages into classes satisfactorily. The number of villages which bave
been broken by being sold up for rent is certainly large. No less than
18 such villages were counted, besides the 32 villages of the Mohant of
Mollarpur, tho majonty of which, Munshi Nundji states in his settlement
report, werc sold wup for arrears of rent. The notes recorded during the
enquiry on this area show that, mocording to the Sonthel, a fair number of
villages were resumed, bnt they also show that, where the zamindar's agent
could give a rolmble explanation, they were actually sold up for arrears of
rent. Salbani (Murarai), for instance, was settled with a Mosiagir, who died
leavin r a minor. According to the Sonthal, the zamindar simply resumed the
village, as a matter of fact it was subsequently sold up for arrears of rent,
and 2 eettlement wade with a makajan. At rent sales the proprietor generally
purchases the village. Thero is thus very htile evidence to show that those
proprietors who accepted Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha's settlement have done
much in the way of dehberate resumption, though ina few cases the system
has broken down, because at the end of tho lease the rent was raised ; the
Mostagir could not pay the increased rent, and the village was either resumed
or sold up.

49. p'l‘o tho temporary nature of the headman’s right must be attributed
the fact that only 13 cases have been counted in which the makgion has
bought the villages privately or in an auction sale for a money-decree, within
rocent years. But on going deep enough into the circumstances of all
the villages, 1t will be found that in a large number the breakage 18 initially
due to the mahajan. For example, at Karangdih [#:de Appendix 1(a), No, III]
the bieakage was due to the fact that the Bhagats had so involved the Sonthals
in debt as to lead to the village being sold up for arrears of rent. The Bhagats
subsequently got a lease of the village. In some cases the proprietors are also
mahajuns, hke the Muluuti Babus. They have obtained direct possession of a
number of villages after makiajans transactions with the Sonthals.

50. JIntact villages,.—The most notable examplc of a proprietor who has
kept his willages intact 1s Babu P, C. Pande of Pakour. He has also maintained
the rent fixed by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha. Another example is P. C. Chau-
dhuri, but rents have been largely incieased. Generally, at the termination of
the lease, a fresh measurement is made by the propriotor before granting a
fresh lease at u higher rate. 1n some cases rent is paid by each Sonthal separ-
atoly for the new lands, while the rent for the omgmnal land is paid jointly to
the Mostagir. In the case of a fow wvillages the Sonthals pay rent through a
Mostagir jontly to one set of proprietors, but individaally to another.,

51, Commission.—Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha fixed the headman’s commis
gion at one anna in the rupee paidd by the proprietor. This 1s still paid in
gome cases, though Ly no means in all, In the patias recently granted by
P. C. Chaudhuri no mention of it is made. In a fow cases also the musiagirs
say they get ccmmission from their raiyats also. oo

62." Fillage system.—The Sontbal village system is full of vigour_ in this
gubdivision. In the Rampur Hat thana there is a perganait, Durfa Man]hl::;
who exercises a great deal of influence over the people, To him a relerenge
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already been made. In small vill the village officials have to double their
parts ; and in villages where there been a large amount of dispossession
some of the officials have ceased to exist, as in Tetilbandi where there is no
Paranick or Jog-Manjhi. Man land has practically oeased te exist.

Sapan SusbIvIsION,

ViLLAGE Number of Son- Number Number found | Number found
LAGE. thal villages. examined. intaot. broken
Mohammad Bazar cas 26 17 6 ' 12,
Rajnagar 6% 656 10 45
Bolpur se . a7 37 (Headman ayntelr never existed )

53. The headman has the right of lettin%out waste-lands, and even now
holds man lands in the Rajrdagar villages. ut of the 72 villages examined
in Mohammad Bazar and Rajnagar, 17 villages were counted in which the
mustagirs right was known to have been sold to a mahajan; 16 others were
counted in which the right had either been sold up for arrears of rent
or had been resumed by the landlord. For the rest it was unknown how
the breakage had como about. It may be presumed that the makaan is mainly
responsible. Some of these villages were settled in tho Burdwan Khas Mahal
settlement in the early nineties, and the Mgstagir was then recorded as a raiyat,
and the other Son as under-raiyats. Cases bave been found [vide Kusum-
kandor Appendix I(a), No, XVI] of half of the right of the collection of rents
being sold to a makajan.

BANKURA.
I.
Number of
Sonthal Number of Number Number
TaANA. villages villages found found
(approxi- examined. intact. broken
mate).
Bankura (including Chhatna)... 145 Unknown Nil All believed to
be broken
. (145).
Gangajalghat: (inoluding Sal-
tOl‘In) oo one 90 Do. 3 Pnoﬁnaélly all
(87)
Indpore (outpost) .. ves 66 32 8 24
Khatra 2. 126 84 20 64
omtanal (outpost)” 116 2t 29 155
s.m Oﬂ. ses 9 5
Ollnd,u.p'Ll .- o ad 22 N1l 22
Taldangrs (outpost) oo 100 71 R9 42
Tohl LX) LI ALl ]] o9 an 115 615
II.
Number of
Estate. Year. villayres with a
Sonthal Mandal
Shysmsandarpur, Rsje Sir Sourindra Mohan ( 1892 14
Fhskm- (Oourt of Veu-dl) 10 Raipur oo } 1909 10
Amhhnagon’ » Raja Bir Sourindra Mohan Thahur { 1884 4
(Oonzt of Wards) in Khatra - .-« | 1809 1
Gisborne & Co, (Raipur) . f1Ene 19,

¢ Including one partly under s Southal Mandal.
D
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54. In these statements all villages in which the Sonthal headman of the
village, whatever his proprietory right s, pays the rent of the village, bave
been classed as intact. ln this district the Sonthal headman system 13 merged
in the Mandali systam, common to all castes and tribes. According to this
system, the Mandal who is the representative of the original clearers of the
village, collects the rent uf the village for the rent receiver and receives some
service land i1n exchange It 1s practically confined to the south western
portian of the dustrict, particularly to the thanass of Raipur and Khatra. [t
ceased to exist very long ago in Chhatna. But in the south.west it has
become transferable, heritable and divisible The rervice land where it
exists amongst the Sonthals is not generally recognmsed us remuneration for the
headman’s seivice 1n collecing rent, but as remuneration for the services
performed by the Manjhi in the Sonthul village systom. Oeccasionally, h owever
the Mandal has to pay a nominal rent called panchet to the landlord for his
vy jofe lands, wherever a scparate settlement has been made regarding these
lands at the same time as the setilement of the village. No authentic cases of
recent resumption of the Mandali right by a landlord have been discovered.
Under the heading of intact villages, besides the Mandali tenure, other tenures

have been entered when there 15 one rent-payer for the village.
55. These are :—

(1) Mokurrari or darmokurrar: tenures.—JIn such cases a rent is fixed
in porpetumity, and some salams has to be paid. For example
sowe lund in Kendbunc 1n Indpore was let out at a rental of
Rs. 18-12 1n 1886, tor which salami of Rs. 75 had to be paid.
There was also an arrangement 1n the patla that 18 carts of
wood, valued at Re. 1-2, should be supplied by the Sonthal per
annum. ‘lhere 18 no jungle now, and the price of wood having
gone up, the proprietor now wants Rs. 18 a year instead of
Ro 1-2. In the same hamlet some other sharcrs (proprietors)
have given a darmoku;ar: lecase to the Sonthals, i.n wluch there
i3 an arrangement that one secr of g/ee should be paid annually
1n addation to tke rent Where a pafia has bcen givon jointly
m: the name of all the Sonthals, sometimes each pay their rents
scparately.

(2) Jangalburs tenures.—In such a case proprictors let out the jungle for

clearing on progressive rates of rent, only a nominal or no rent
being cbarged 1n the first instance.

(3) Jamar or jote femure.—This is a hereditary and transferable tenure,
of land given to the Sonthals for the purposes of cultivation.
Sometimes it is given to a numbor of Sonthals 1n a village jointly.

(4) Ghatwals tenure —Unly one or two Sonthal Ghatwali tenurcs have
been found.

. In some cases & J)ortion of the tenure is panchaki s.e , granted on a nominal
{for rent services rendered.

56. Bioken villages —In a very large proportion of the villages, it was
impossible to discover how the system under which the Bonthals used to p:ﬁ
throagh a Mandal to the propnetor came to be broken, It was admitted by
the old men that the system was once universal. In Raipur, where I examined
110 willages, I found that 47 villages had been broken by sales to makajans,
but there was reason to believe that in the majority of other cases the village
had been broken in the same way, becausethere was such a large number
of mahajan proprietors, e g , Goberda in the A{\Scndlx 1 A(b), No. VI1II. Only
seven of these 119 were known to have been sold up for rent. A small propor-
tion have been sold for money decrees. A hamlet of Mayurlachna was sold in
execution of a decree for the value of the large trees the Sonthals had cut.
Two cases 1n Raipur were found of the Man)hi having sold his right to a Sunri
hiquor vendor, on account of debts incurred at the liquor shop. 1ln a few cases,
hiko Pacham, the Manjhi had employed a Dikku to collect his rents for him,
and the latter had subscquently obtained possession of the village. Even
now, asin Badla, the Sonthals, who still retain an eleven-anna share of the
village, mamntain a Sunri muharrir to collect the rents. They pay him Rs. 2
a year, and he gets ¢ pice in the rupee of rent from the paryas or raiyatc.
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Considering the nature of the Mandali tenure, it often happens that only
a share is sold to a mehajan, and the raiyate in the other shares still pay rent
to the Sonthal holders of these shares. But occasionally there would be a diffi-
cnlty, because the mahajan would then consider the whole village had been
sold and would proceed to take possession. In one instance in Saldohra the
other Sonthals managed to obtain the shares again through the Civil Court,
but they had to tranefer these very shares to the mahojans who had financed
them in the case. In & number of cases the headman lost his right at the time
of the great famine of 1865-68. In Taldangra, I am informed, the headman’s
raiyats are regarded as under-raiyats.

57. In broken villages the Sonthals cultivate in the following tenures —

(1) Jamas or jote right.—This is really a raiysti right. It is exther
rmacent (ckelosthr or mauruss), temporary (miyads) or verbal
mukhjabans).

(2) Mokurrari right held at a rent fivzed ia perpetuily.-- Occasionally
individual Sonthals or individual groups of Sonthals are given a
mokurrari lease of a small portion or ckak or jungle.

3) “ Sagphar” om a producs reni.—The origin is generally a sale of the
tenant’s raiyati right to a makazen, who again resettles 1t at a
higher produce rent [vide Ledhapokur and Harnegurni in the
Appendix I (4), Nos 1X and XXV]. The amount of produce is
defimtely fixed.

(1) ¢ Bhagt: ’—'The produce is divided between the landlord and tenant,
generally in equal shares. ''he ongin is frequently the same as1n
the casc of sajkar In Onda, however, it 18 reported that the Son-
thals have cultivated lands bkag’s ever since they had been there.

(5) ¢ Kurfa” as an under-rasyat.—

58. Compered with the total number of broken villages examined, the
number of 1ntact villages is small. This number is, however, much larger than
a settlement would disclosc, because in a settlement a number of thuse 1ntact
hanlets which are generally smaull, would be classed together as one village, tlas
could not operate to tho same extont in tho broken villages, as these are more
often revenue mauzas.

59 The figurcs in Statement II on page 17 are interesting as showing the
£all 1in the number of 1ntact villages m1 selected estates. During recent yea:s this
fall 18 most marked 1n the estate of Messra. Gisborne and Company 1n Raipar.

The transfer of the Mandali nght has expedited the dispossession of the
Sonthals. DBefore the transfer of this night, transfeas of temants’ rights also
frequently occur in a willage, but when 1t is broken, the makijan Lecomes
the landlord and sees to it that he is the tenant’s chief ‘mahajan, with the result
that 1n the end he obtains nlmost all the best lands in the village.

60. Z%s village vystem.—The Sonthal village syetom shows little or no signs
of breuking dpwn. In cvery village five at least of the different officials are
to be found, unless another post 18 temporanmly vacant. 'I'he two ofhcials
that are not always found are the Jog-Paramick and the Kudam-Naiki. The
first, the Jog-Paranick, in some arcas 1n the south-west 18 quite unknown,
and his office has never been heard of 'I'he second, the Kudam-Naik,
generally performs the work of four or five villages. In Chhatna it 18 reported
that the Paranick is also rare

Occasionally there is plurahity of officers. It 18 mot uncommon to find that
the Manjhi 1s also the Naik: of the village , this is generally the ease in ChLatna
Regarding the village system 1n Bankura, the Rev. G. E. Woodfoird, of the
Wesleyan Mission at Sarenga, writos; * It is exceedmgli tenacious of life, and
not hikely, 1n my opimon, to disappear altogether. ‘I'he wvillage officials still
bold eway in the Sonthal villages of this area, even where the Morcls (Mandals
or Man]{is) no longer own the willage lands, and where the Xkem lands
have passed out of the hands of the officials But this village system 1s so
intimately associated with the social and religious customs of the pevple that
it 18 practically impossible for 1t to disappear altogether so long as the Sontual
race retains any individuslity at all.” ‘l'hese 1emarks were endoised at every
point by tho results of the present enquiry. Ornginally man, or as they are

ecalled in Bankura 4A.m, lands existed in every villnge. With the
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disappearance of the headman’s right to collect rents in the village, these
servico lands have 1n the majority of cases disappeared, and are not even to be
found in intact villages. The most common that still remain are the Goraiti
and Naiki service lands, but there are a few intact villages where the majority
still exist. In Kosia in Raipur all the %kAems lands, except that of the Jog-
Manjhi still existed. In Khatra and Raipur, s0o I am informed, the
Perganait's jurisdiction is co-terminous with that of the thana; it is certainly
the case with Khatra. In Khatra also the Perganait has a chakiadar to help
him; he 1s apparently the Perganait’s gorait or messenger. Both the
Peiganaitsa of Khatra and Raipur are young men of very little apparent
influeace at present.
MIDNAPORE

61. The conditions and incidents of the headman system in Midnapore
vary pot only from thapa to thana, but from estate to estate, and it 18 only n
the Raja of Ramgarh’'s property that it still exists to any great extent.
Elsewhere* 1t has almost disappeared, or has been entirely broken down b
the proprietors, The following remarks show the condition of affairs in oac
thana, so far as the principal estates are concerned.

62  Thana Bmpur (Silda).—In the Silda pargana, accounting for the greater
pairt of the thana of Binpur west of the rniver Kosye, the Midnapoie Zrmindan
Company report that 38 villages out of 918 are held by Sonthal Mandals, which
18 alinost one-cighth of the number it ought to be. The trouble of the Sonthals
began when Gangaram Dutt acquired the pafn: right is this pargana. He
purchased the Mandalh night of cortain Sonthals by rvent decrces 1le sub-
sequently lcased the patm: right in the estate to Messrs. Watson and Company
The tehsildars of the estates purchased the Mandali rghts privately or in rent
sales, then other money-lenders appeared on the scene and aoquired the
Mandali 11ghts of the Sonthals. The incidents of the Mandali system are
generally the same as thuse prevailing in the south of Bankura, hereditary,
divisible and transferable, sometimes perpetual and sometimes limited to a
term of %ears. The new creations are now generally limited to a term of

ears. he Mandal 18 called either & Pradhan, Mandal or Manjhi. There are

owever a few cascs of villages 1n which the Mandali right is not transferable,
Out of 0 villages I examiued, 15 had been broken en account of debts incurred
by the Mandali fam:ly , four or five had been sold up for arrears of rent; in
the rest 1t was not very clear how 1t occurred.

63. Dinpur (Ramgarh) —The condition of affairs in the north of the thana,
east of the Kosye, i1n the Raja of Ramgarh’s estate, 13 quite different. Here
the Mandah night an tho village 18 not divisible, and the Mandal has learnt to
make a profit from the rents. Occasionally the Raja re-measures the village
and brings a suit for enhancement of rent. A compromise on the total rent of
the wvillage 18 made, and the Sonthal is left with a profit. The position of the
Mandal is practically that of 8 tenure-holder. He nominally holds & certain
amount of his land rent-free, but all these lands are })mctically 80.' Maulvi Saiyid
Muhammad Nasiruddin found 50 villages out of 69 he investigated intact in
this arca, and he assigns this lurge proportion to the fact that the Mandals
make n profit on their collections. Considering that a profit must form a
bait for the makajans, this does not appear to be a very satisfaotory reason.
But 28 I did not go into this area, I refrain fromn hazarding a more satisfactory
explanation,

64. Binpur (Lalgarh).—In the Lalgarh Estate, in the south of this area,
west of the Kosye, the villages are practically all broken.

85. Thana QGarhbeta.—In this thana the Mandah system goes under the
n~me of aimadari, but no village was found in which a Sonthal now possesses
this right. The incidents of the aimadari tenure are practically the same as
those of jungleburi tenures, subject to no rent or a small quit-rent for the first
few years, and then tca fixed or a progressive rent; heritable, transferable
and umesumable. In almost all the villages the Sonthal’s right as an aimadar
ceased to exist 40 or 50 years ago. )

Maulv: Saiyid Muhammad Nasiruddin examined 188 Sonthal villages in this
area with the following results: In 120 villages there were once Sonthal

® 1 have no information regarding the Jhargram Estate.
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Mandals or Aimadars; in 35 of these the Sonthal Mandal had sold his right to
defray his debts; in 54 it is unknown how the right ceased to exist; in 6 it
was surrendered ; and in 19 others it was said to have to been forcibly taken
awa.r In 22 villages, Sonthals were found to be the sole occupants of their
hamlets, but holding no land.

In 32 other villages, the Sonthals in the village had individually taken
settlements of Fatches of jungle from the Dikku aimadar for the purpose of
reclamation. In eight viliages the Sonthals cultivate the lands, made by them,
bhagti; and in six others some of the Sonthals hold raiyati lands.

66. Thana Salbans.—The Mandal in this area goes by the name of ijaradar.
A lease of the village 18 given for a short term of years. No Sonthal 1Jaradar
was found in any Sonthal willage, except one amongst those examined b
Maulvi Syed Muhammad Naziruddin. In 50 homogeneous villages he
examined, he found 11 in which the sjara had passed to a mahkajan for the
Sonthal’s debts, and four in which 1t had been sold up for arrears of rent; imn
the remainder it was not clean how the right had ceased to exist. The Sonthal
ijaradar practically ceased to exist many years ago.

In 17 other villages examined, it was alleged that the Sonthals had never
had a Sonthal ijaradar; in 12 others the Sonthal cultivators had not made the
lands of the village. There are a few villages containing only Sonthal labourers
or bhags cultivators.

67. Thana Jhargram (Jambani) —There are 20 Sonthal villages which are
more or less homogeneous, of these, nine are still hold by Sonthal Mandals. The
Mandal right is not divisible. The Manda} has no rent-free lands, but he gets
a profit of 3 annas per bigha on each raiyat’s holding, When the Mandal's
rent 18 increased, he proportionately increases the rent of each raiyat.

There are 30 other villages here in which Sonthals live, but the latter are
labgurers. It is reported that not more than 40 per cent. of them have got any
lands.

68. Thana Qopiballabhpur.—In this thana the Mandali right appears to
have been almost purely that of a collector of rents, and in places almost re-
sumable at will. It corresponds more closely to the headman system of the
Sonthal Parganas. - T T D -

~ B89. Nayadasan and Rokms.—In these purganasthe village headman goes by
the name of Pradhan. The tenure is regarded as hereditary, and the Pradhan’s
remuneration for collecting the remnts of the village ial per cent. on the
collections. It is pot divisible, nor is it transferable. he following figures
show how the Pradheni tenure has fared since 1291 (1883-84)1n Nayabasan,
_and since 1299 (1891-92) in Rohini-— ’ "_' i —

°© Total To*al E g
number of | number of _Sozﬁ
villages villages Present E
Naue or [ H* |ocontammng | contumng Former number of | number of| F §
EsraTs. ] over over 50 per headmen. headmen. | gw
g 50 per ocent [ cent semi- ¥ g
4= abonginal | aboniginal 8
8P |population |population. g -3
3] t 4
1 2 3 | 4 5 6 7
Sonthal head- 62 18 '86
men L1 T )
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The following is an account of the decrease in numbers of the aboriginal
Pradhans in Nayabasan given by Babu Rampade Chatterji:—

¢ The Pradhan was a middle-man between the proprietor and the cultiva-
tor. The latter used to pay rent to the Pradhan who was responsible to tho
wropriotor for the rent of the entire village. For the collection of the rent and
¥or calling the tenants, the Pradhan had a village officer called a Kofal, He
was a scavant of the Pradhan. Ilis pay used to be deducted from the gross
rent of the wvillage. Twelve and-a-half per cent. of the net collection, after
this deduction, was the Pradhan’s remuneration.

¢“JIn 1288 Amli (1880-81) Raja Krishna Chandra Bhanj Deo, the father of
of the present Maharaja of Mourbhanj, the proprietor of t{)is estate, in view
of a general settlement of Nayabasan proper, called a large number of
influential tenants of the pargana end took the aignatures of about 700 of
them on an agreemcnt, by which these people bound themselves to allow
measurement t0 be m:ie and a settloment done of Nayabasan proper (as
distinguished from Rohim). This agreement was not registered owing to the
death or absence of a few of the executants. In pursuance of this agreement a
measurement was made i1n 1289 of the 499 villages under report. But n
that year the Raja diod. His son, the ?resent Mnharaja, was then a minor.
The estate was taken under the Court of Wards, and Babu Kali Narayan
Ray, Manager under the Court of Wards, made a settlement and prepared a
samaband: 1n 1291 (1883-84). Tlus ecttlement was confirmed owing to the Board
of Revenue This scttlement was for 15 years. 1t expired 1n 1899-1900.
By this settlcment, the rents of individual raiyats were dotermined by apply-
ing the rules agreed upon 1n the agrecment of 1288 Am/i, upon the area found
by the measurement of 1280 Ami:, according to the different classes of soil.
'I?l'ne villugo assct was then determined. From it, the pay of the village officers,
expenscs for the worship of wviallage deities, etc., were deducted, and of the net
amount thus found 12} per cent. (and in exceptional cases 15 per cent.) was
granted as Pradhani allowancs and a settlement was made in the majonty
of casvs with the Pradhan, who was granted a copy of the abstract jamabands
showing the area and rent of each tenant, with instructions to collect according
to1t T'he office of tho Pradhan was #erediiary ; but when he died witbout
lcaving a descrvaing heir, or when he relinquished the office, the estate was
at hberty to make klas collection or to appoint & new Pradhan.

“In 1900, on the cxpiry of the above settlement, the proprietor wanted to
revise the settlement But the Pradhans and the tenants were not willing to
allow i1t Various complrcations arose out of the imprudence and want of
sympathy of the local officerts of tho estatc. A great combination of the
Pradhans and the tenants took pluce. Lawlessness prevailed. The old
Manager was 1ccalled  DBabu Purna Chandra Mitter, a retired Judicial officer,
was appointed Manager. With his wilingnoess to do justice to all parties,
and with the active 1uteivention of the Collector und Commssioner, order was
at length 1estored This eventually gave occasiun to the'inception of tho
presen: Suivey and Settlement operation.

t“In 1904 the Managor publicly announced that he was willing to accept
kadulsyails from the Piadhans and the tenants who would come to terms
But most of them d«ciled i favour of kkas collection. 1 cannot do better
than quote from Mr. J. II. Kerr’s letter (while Collector of Midnapore)
to the Commissioner, No. 223Ch., dated 25th October 1904 .—

‘¢t At ahout 3 r.M. a crowd of somo 300 or 400 people assembled, including
about 60 I’radhans, and said they had decaded that it would be best that the
Pradhani sysiem should be abohished, aud that they would raise no objection 1if
the Ray made direct collections fiom the raiyata 1 closcly questioned 45 of the
Pradhans individually, including all the leaders of the melée, but they adhered
to their dcclaration I warned them of the important and far-reaching effect
of their decision, and I am satisfied that they thoroughly understaod the
pomtion and were acting voluntanly.’

“ The reason assigned by Mr. Kerr is detailed 1n paragraph 5 of the above
letter. It yuns thus —

‘¢ ¢ Owing to the attitude assumed by the leaders of the Pradhans, it is not
spy easy matter to decide what the veal reason is, but I think the stdry
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told by the smaller men gives the key of the situation. Several of them
said that they had no influence over the raiyats, and that the trouble of
collecting rents was not worth the 15 per cent. {or 12§ per cent.) allowed them
for collection charges. A number of others said, that now that there was no
waste land left in their villages, it was no longer profitable to be a Pradhan,
and they did not care to be merely tahsi'dars. On the whole, Iam stioogly
inclined to beliave that it is the extenmsion of cultivation which is mainly
responsible for the preseunt state of affairs; where waste-land 1s pleutiful, the
Pradhans make a profit from settling 1t. The rent-roll 1s fluctuating, and their
collection accounts cannot be closely serutinised The Pradhan s a man of
authority and influence in thevillage. But where extension of cultivatioh has
rcached its limit, as it has in a considerable part of the pargana, all these
conditions are reveised. The Pradhan loses much of his influence by the
fact that he has no longer any waste-lands to _settle. "This loss of influence
rendeors it more difficult Tor him to ¢ollect rents, and at the same time as the rent
roll 1s fixed the management brings closer scrutiny to bear upon his account.’ "

70 Belyabera.—Belyabera belongs to Bubu K. C. Prohoraj. A measure-
ment was made in or about 1898, and the villages made %kas. Tine Mandal used
to receive a fixed remuneration for his work.

71. Nayagram and Khelargram.—In the Nayagram and Khelargram
Mahals the old Court of Wards jumabandis 188C show that the Mandal's
right had boen resumed even then, and the villages made %has.

72  The village system.—The Manjhi, Jog-‘lanjh1, Goiait and Naiki are to
be found 1n every villago, and an occasional Kudam-Naiki, the Jog-I’aranick is
practically unknown, and a Paranick does not exist in every village. Dosts
are duplicated, and in thesouth, where the Kudam-Naiki 18 aleo al:ost unkrown,
1t is by no means an uncommon occurrence to find only two men 1n the villages
distributing the various duties amongst them; eg, the Manjhiis almost
universally the Naiki, and the posts of Gorait and Jog-Manjhi are more oftén
duplicated than mnot. The existence of the village system does not depend
upon whether tho village is intact or not, but doubtless the disappearance of
khem lands once enjoyocd by the different officinls free of rent has led to this
duphecation of posta, as the officials can now only look for remuneration in the
shape of rice beer, or what the villagers are pleased to give thom for therr
performances. Practically, the only kkem lands to bo fcund mow are that
enjoyed by the Manjhi in intact villages in areas like Hamgaih, where he is
practically a tcnure-holder, and to all intents and purposes all h.s land is reat-
free ; and that enjoyed by the Naiki, occesionally both in iotact and broken
villages. The Kanungo reports that in some intact villages he hns discovered
the ezistence of other Atkem lands; in nome of those that I examined did I
come across any. Such cascs are rare; most of them have now been assessed
to rent. The more frequent existence of Naiki flem land shows that some
respect has occasionally been paid by the Bengahs to the rehgion of the
Sonthals. In Gopiballabhpur in one village a Kurmi prest was found por-
forming the duties of Naik: for the Sonthal. ST T ol

In the pargana of Nayabasan there aro three Pergannits. In Gopi-
ballabhpur, in the Nayagram and Khelargram estates, instead of dividing
their jurisdictions acenording to estates, or according to thanas as in Bankura,
the Perganaits had divided the estates amongst themselves according to the
collection circles of the Nawab. In one circle there were complaints that the
Nawab’s tahsildar had usurped the powers of the Perganait, and insisted on
settling their disputes himself. ‘T'he Perganait 18 helped by a Desh-Pradban.

BALABORE
Tntact. Broken.
Four annss share of pargana Fatehabad . see Nil 9
Ten annas ditto ditto ass . 25 Ni

73. Originally there were Sonthal headmen in the four annas share of
the pargana, which share is now hold by two widows. But with the appoint-
ment of tahsildars, the headman gradually became & mere go-between
them and the tenants, and finally their only duty has now become that of
vollecting the latter together to pay the rent.
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In the ten annas share, Bonthal headmen called ijaradars still exiat.
They merely collect the rents and in return receive land for their services.
tjaras are given for a term of years only, and, if untransferable, are scarcely
worth transferring. At the end of the term of years, the landlord can give
the gara to whomsoever he pleases. According to the above statement
furnished by the estate, it would appear all the Sonthal villages were held
by Sonthal ijaradars; one other village was, however, found in which the
ijaradar was a Dikku. One village is held by a Sonthal on & perpetual yara,

74. Village sysiem.—There 18 8 Perganait fox each of the two shares into
which parganna Fatehabad is divided. Besides the Desh-Pradhan, a Kazi helps
the Perganeit in dealing with social cases; it appears it is his duty to
realise the fine imposed, whether it is in money or rice-boer. As in the south
of Midnapore, the seven officials are reduced to five at the utmost, the
Menjhi, the Parenick, the Jog-Manjhi, the Naiki and the (Gorait ; and these five

osts, if the Paranick exists, which also is not always the case, are in practice

eld by two persons, and at the most by three persons, in the village. The
Pradban or Manjhi, the Gorait and the Naiki have still got in some cases
man or service lands left. But this is, in the case of the Pradban and
Gorait, more for their services as servants of the landlord, than for their
duties 1n the village community. These two are eppointed and dismissed at
the will of the landlord,

CHAPTER 1V.

Loss oF LaNDS BY SONTHALS, AND THEIR INDEBTEDNESS.

(Zerms of the Reference No. 111.)
75. As directed by Government in the terms of the reference, the rate of
wutation has been shown by examining the facts ing each raiyat in s

number of villages in each area of & representative character. These facts
have been recorded in the description of different villages in the Appendices
(Nos. 1 (a), I (), I(c) and I(d)), and they afford a more striking proof of
the great rate at which the Bonthals are losing their lands than anything else
can.

In fact, the staie of affairs is even worse than that shown by the figures
in the Appendix, becausy it is alwaya the best lands that go into the hands of
the mahkajans. ‘The lattor have no use for the larger area of uplands.

BIRBHUM N
Appendices  Il{a)
sond 15i(a® CiviL Ooun.'f BALES OF
Private ealos SoNTHALS' LANDS, Simple Usufructaary
by Sonthals, mortgages | mort
Money| Title rby Sonthals. | by 8on .
Rent a 110y
eoree. | suit, eto.
1906 . 75 19 8 ] 70 9
1907 54 17 3 3 51 7

The above figares dealing with Sonthals have been obtained from the
Registrar and from the District Judge. Lo

76. Birbhum, Rampur Hit subdivision— Privale sale.~The District Sub-
Registrar reports that 60 per cent. of the private sales of land are on account
of previous debts. This is & moderate estimate. The vast majority of those
cases that came under enquiry belonged to this category. .
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The price at whioh the Sonthal sells his land is exceedingly low (vide
Appendix 1I). It is generally between Rs. 10 and Rs. 20 a bigha. This is
because the makajan can practically fix what price he likes, whilst the Sonthal
bas very little idea of the valne of his land.

In vill like Dharmpur, Karangdih and Debdatapur [Appendix I(a),
Nos, IIT, VIII and X} where the proprietor is also a makajan, tﬁe d of
dispossession is very large, and the Sonthals are practically servants of the
mahajan proprietors. Dharmpur and Debdattapur are oloser to the market town
Rampar HAt than other villages, It is in such villages that are nearer the
mahajan’s hoad-quarters that the most dispossession is to be found, In these cases
some of the land has been given out again to the Sonthal adks (half of the. cro
goes to the landlord) or jon a temporary under-raiyati lense. But the lan
usually goes away from the Sonthal altogether, because the Dikku can pay a
higher rate of rent.

In intact villages like Jagarnathpur or Murgadanga [Appendix I(a),
Nos. II and V] the dispossession 18 not so striking. At first sight this appears
to be due to the fact that they are intact villages, and 1t is a fact that
intact villages show less dispossession than other willages. But one reason
is cortainly to be found in the fact that the land is generally of poorer quality
in the majority of such villages that are still intact. In villages like Saldaha
and Sealdanga [Appendix I(a), No. VI] where there is better land, there 1s
more dispossession.

77. Rent decrees—Though considerably less than that effected by private
sale, a large amount of {ransfer has becem effected by rent decrees. Barameshia,
Gobrajolo, Saldoha and Tetilbandi [Appendix I(a), Nos. VI and XIj
are examples. Another example 15 that of Jetia [Appendix I(a), No. XIII}
but in this case the land 1s still in the possession of tho Sonthals ; the transfer
is shown in the increased indebtedness of the Sonthals who have had
to execute kistidandis or arrangements for yearly repayments of the amount due
on the rent decree. KExcept in the Mohant’s villages,—~Jetia is one of these—
where I am informed that tho first choice of vacant Sonthal land is given to
other Sunthals, the land is gencrally settled with a Dikku, because the latter
can pay a8 higher rate of rent. The decrees are generally ez-parts.

78. Civil Court decrces —Civil court decrees generally follow on mortgages
or on money suits if the Sonthal does not agrees to the makgjan’s terms. The
figures in the Appendix show that the plaintiff is almost always successful and
that in at least 50 per cent. of the casos the decrees are ez-parfs. A favounte
defence in this area, where a mahajan 18 resmsted in obtaining possession of land
sold to him, is to assert that the deed was a mortgage, and that the Sonthal did
not know it was a sale. In the case of Karangdih this was unsuccessful. The
number of transfers of this kind are comparatively few.

79. Usufructuary morigages.—The very small number of usufructuary
mortgages shown in the returns 1s a curious commentary on the greed of the
mahajan 1o gbtain possession of the land, without any chanoce of its going back
to the Sonthal.

80. General.—The above classes do not, however, exhaust the number of
ways in which transfers occui. Occasonally an illness occurs in the wvillage,
the vil rs think the village is bewitched and flee. This is said by the to Lave
happened in Dharmpur [Appendix I(a), No XJ. It is doubtful, because docu-
ments were produced of sales of land 1n the village to the makgjans. But in
Sibpahari this occurred. Occasionally a Sonthal having lost some land leaves
tae rest which is practically valueless, and goes off to pastures new. In some
cases, they have run away because the rent has been too high and they have
been unable to pay up the arrears,

81. Indebtedness.—Every Soutbal has to take every year, after the supply
of grain of the previous harvest has been exhausted, supplies of grain from
time to time from his maAgan. Of this he repays what he can with bhis paddy
at 50 per oant. interest, called dsrhia. No matter when he takes the loan,
interest for the w/hole year is charged when the account is made up at the end
of the year. The transactions are made by volume. The Sonthal repays
newly reaped paddy for what he took as dried paddy. Consequently owing
to the shrinkage 1n size, this interest would work out at less than 50 per cent.
by weight, were it not for the fact that there is every reuson to believe that the
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mahajans use different measures for their receipts and disbursements. But
where the shoe pinches is in that the makhajan charges compound interest. The
small unpaid amount of the ycar is carried on tll the next year, until at
compound interest it becomes something very appreciable. At this stage the
Sonthal is called upon to dofray his debt. This is generully done by means of
a 8ale or mortgage, and very rarely, by a usufructuary mortgage. IF the
mahajanis willing to make an arrangement by which the grain can be repaid
in ipstulments, there is some chance of the debt being repaid ; but 1f, as more
frequently happens, the grain debt 1s converted into money, then the land will
almost inevitably go into the hands of the makejan on the expiry of the
mortgage. One hundred per cent. or dubra (*“ double ” ) 1s the rate of interest.
chaiged on grain supplied by the mafi7yan for seed. The mahajans are careful
enough to be on the spot, where the crop is reaped, so as tc ensure repayment of
some of the loan at least.

Money dcbts are less frequent than grain debts. The Sonthal does not need
money, except for occasional expenses and for tne payment of his rent or of
agridultural loans, where one of the kusts for repayment 18 fixed in the summer
months, A similar running account 18 kept with the makajan. The rate of
interest for money is generally 25 per cent., called siccs, and compound
interest is charged. In some cases the rate of interest is higher. If the
loan is taken in either Magk, Faqun, Chast, DBysak or Jey?, the rate charged
for these months is 2 annas in the rupee; but 1f i1t 18 not paid till later,
4 annas in the rupee 18 charged for the winter months, so that the total
amount of interest 18 6 annas 1n the rupee. If the loan is taken in either
Asardh, Siawan, Bhado or Asn, the rate is then 4 annas in the rupce. The
rate of interest 2 annas for the summer months 18 called koralz, and the
rate, 4 annas 1n the rupee, is then &darsali. Two other kinds of interest
have been found to exist in this area. The first is chotka. If the Sonthal
urgently requires a small loan of monez in Assn or Kartik (October or
November) the mahgjan will give 1t to him on condition that he repays it
in grain at the following harvest in Agrahan or Pous December or January)
at a fictitious prnice fixed by the mahajan with one are (about 10 seers) in
the rupee as 1nterest. Ior instance. 1n one case, a Sonthal borrowed Rs. 2,
and the malkasan fixed the rate of repayment at sevon eriz in the rupee, with
one ars as interest in the rupee, whilst the actual price at the time of repayment
was three arss in the rupee. This rate of interest 18 not common. The second
ie dhurts A small loan is taken in Karfik (October or November) for
sacnfices. Paddy is repaid in Fous or Magh (January or February) at tho
proper price with one ar¢ 1n the rupce as interest.

When the Sonthals’ debts have passcd the stage of the current account
and have been turned into money and a document has been ecxecuted, the
rate of iterest chargod is supposed to fall, but the statistics of the Sub-
Regist1y office (Appendix II) show that the rate of interest even then lies most
commonly between 4 annas and 6 annas in the rupee. Examplos of indebted
ness wxlr be found in the willages in Appendix I. One startling feature is
that every Sonthal has not only one but several mahajans.

Where persons have lost all their lands, they are as a rule free from
debt, in fact 1t 18 vegarded as sign of respectability to have a fair amount of
debts. It betokens credit. As matters stand at present, the mahaian is an
absolute necessity. He m in effect the village banker. Labourers have no
credit. In Dharmpur EAppendix I(a), No. X'} where the villagers have lost most
of their lands, tho indebtedness is very httle. Murgadanga [Appendix I{a),
No. V] affords an example of indebtedness in an intact village, but with only
fourth class dkan land in 1t. Arendra and Kusumkandar EAppendix 1(a), Nos. 1X
and XV1] are good examples of indebtedness in fairly substantinl villages.
It 18 casy to pick out 1n these villages the persons who will lose their lands
because they have mortgaged them. A debt which has been converted into a
mortgagoe is very seldom repaid. Three or four mortgages in a village of 25
houses cannot be regarded as a very small number. As one mortgage is con-
verted into a permanent sale, ancther appears, and so on, till practically all the
good land in the village goes I am inclined to the opinion that the suppression
of debts in this area has not been 8o great as might be expected. ¢
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The following is a statement of the account of onc Kuar Manjhi of
Kusumkandar taken from the mahajan Tinkouri Mandal’s hook :—

YEar 1315,

REeozrers. Date. Groin, Money.
idap. sull. pies pawn‘.. Rs. a. r.
1 plum tree valued at 6 2 11 13 4 9 10}
Re. 1-2.

19th Pus 7 maps 4 sulia

Due according to page 11
of account book for the

year 15814,
Payments to Kuar Manjhi—
17th Chat 0 1 0 0
Z5th Baisack . 0 2 0 0 tene
29th . 0 2 0 0
13th Jeyt ~ 0 2 2 0o ...
9th Asadh 0 4 0 0
Beforethis he took ... 0 0 15 0 .
16th Asadh see 0 4 0 0 e
Cash taken for the
blacksmith . 0 0 0 0 0 B @
23cd Asadh we O 4 0 0 . eee
256th ,, ane 0 0 5 0 cee -
30th ,, . 2 4 0 0 .
Measured grain 6 pied
of rico valued at
gramn .. 0 0 14 0 ...
17th Shraban - 0 4 0 0 0 4 0
9th Bhado e 0 3 0 0 ...
24th ,, e O o o 0 0 4 0
3oth ,, . O 1 2k 0 valged at
15th Asin 0 1 15 (] creve
¢ Pujat: Sobare ”’ 0 0 0 0 1 pice
Total ee 12 7 2 1% 8 1 15}
Interest . 6 3 11 04 1 & 8%
19 2 13 2} 710 4
Repayments, plum tree 0 0 0 0 1 2 o
Grawn e 7 4 0 o .
Due e 11 6 13 2} 6 8 4

N B -2 plo = 1 seor (kuicha), 20 ple = 1 guli, B solie = 1 map and 1 secr (pucca) = 2) socrs (kuteha)

The debt of Kuar Manjhi 18 thus about 12 maps, which is about 10 maunds.

Ho startgd with a debt of 6 maps at tho begmning of the year, he
took another 6 maps during the year, ropaid more than 6 maps during the
year, but at tho end of the ycar owed 12 maps, twice what ho owed at the
commencement. Such arc the results of compound interest. The eccount
1s also interesting as an cxample of the inability of tho Sonthal to repay =

loan.

mom;;;. Sur:, Sudar subdivision.—1 gather from the roport of my qsistant/tlml
the rate of mutation and indebtedness is practically the same in Rajnagar
outpost as 1n the Rampur HAt subdivision. It is m Mohammed Buzar, but 1t 1«
aggravated by the fact that in some cases the Mostagir is regarded as, and, as
already mentioned, hus been recordod_ as a setitled rm{nt, whilst tho other
Sontbals are looked upon as under-raiyats. In° tho willage of Dhangalpara
the mahajan purchaser of the Mostagir’s right deliberately defaulted
payment of rent with the intention of having the Sontha _undor raiyats
dispossessed. Haringpars .18 another casc 1 point. An auction-purchaser
came 1n, dispussessed all the Southals and now tho latter cultivate adii, In
another case a Banya purchased a hamlet and then proceeded to say that
the SBonthals were only “krishans” or labourers on tho land, and lLie won a
caso about this. Maulvi Saiyid Muhammad Nasiruddiu found s few villages
also in Rajunagar in which the Sonthals had bocn tieated as under-raiyats anrd

22
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were dispossessed. Iu the same area he found a few villages in which the
Sonthals are only labourers on the land, receiving one-third of the produce as
tcmuneration for cultivating 1t. In Bolpur where the cultivation is quite
recent, tho loss of land and rate ot mutation 1s low.

BANKURA

Sappan Sowpivision,

CwICourt
(TG () a sal mone U ki
e 1) anu Year Sales ae: d( root Y | Mortgages ;‘;r::ztgu::y
docreea).®
1906 | 137 22 147 27
1907 154 25 186 15

»3. The nbove figures have been supplied by the Registrar and the District
Judge of Bankura. The figures supplicd by the Registrar aro not oxhaustive
of all the documents cxecuted, a8 & number of simple bonds are not registered.
Tlie main foatures these figures exhibit are that sales in the Civil Courts aro
small in number compared with other sales, that usufructuary mortgages or
temporary tiansfers are very rare, and that sales nearly equal the number of
mor tgages, thereby 1mplying that almost all mortgages eventually end 1n sales
which 15 undoubtedly the case. In the Appendix, examples of many villages
have been given showing the very large amountof transfer of lands from
Sonthals to Dikkus, which resolves 1itself merely into transfers to makajans.
The Sarenga Mission, 1t 18 sa:d, endeavours to prevent transfers in its own
villages.

84. DPrwate sales.—These sales are almost invariably for grain debts
incurred to makajans, converted into money debts They are seldom for cash
down, cxcept when the Sonthal 18 1nvolved 1n a civil or cnminal suit, Private
salo to makaans accounts for by far the largest amount of transfer from Sonthal
to Dikkus. Tho statement 1n Appendix 1l shows that the price paid is Rs. 10
per bigha or under in over 25 per cent. of the cases, though 1n covery case it is
always the raiyat’s best land that is sold, But somo of the makajans hke R. C.
Choudhn of Rajahatu [Appendix I(b), No. XXII1] profer to put large sums in
their decds, he obtained a half share of the village for Rs. 1,499 in 1890.
There 18 very little inter-transfer of this description amongst the Sonthals them-
selves. only a very occas. >nal Sonthal money-lender is to bo found. The areas
where the least amount of transfer by sale has taken place aro the east of Bankura
thana and Onda thana, In the first area, this 18 due to the fact that the makaan
18 & very small man and 18 an agriculturist also by profession. But the amount
of sale 18 growing. In Onda it 18 because the Sonthals have very little land of
their own and are smd to have cultivated lands dkagés all along. In Indpore
outpost also a comparatively large number of hamlets exist with little dispossest
sion in them, particularly tho eight villagus which were found to be intact out
of the 32 examned.

By far the largest amount of dispossossion has occurred in the compara-
tively thickly populated Sonthal arca in the south-west of the district, where
the mahajan bas practically run riot. The amount of dispossession in the
very corner 18 very remarkable, considering the jungly and broken nature of
the country, the makajan’s greed has in this case overcomo his fear. The
amount of transfer varies accordingr to different circumstances. It is generall
lesst in villages where the cultivation is poor, or because Sa.y., Sunderpatti) the
cultivation 18 recent or because, as in Susna, the original clearer of the wvillage
was a school-master, educated in Midnapore, who was able to cope with the
mahajans. Both these villages are said to have no Dikkus cultivating in them
at all, but in all the 190 villages I examined in Khatra and Raipur thanas, only
12 small hamlets were discovered in which it was said s Dikku had not
got any cultivation as yet.

* No distinction was made in the figures mupphed ¢
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In the northern area, resettloement of the transterred lands is not very
common, for the reason already mentioned that most of the money-lenders
are by class cultivators. But they do so, if they live in distant villages, or
have aoquired too large an amount of cultivation to cultivate themselves, or
have acquired the interest of so many villagers that i1t would be difficult for
them to obtain direct possession. In the south-western area resettlement
of the lands is common, mamly for the reason that the makajans have
acquired an unmanageably large amount of land, and owing to the jungles, do
not live at the source of their gains. Sach resettlement takes tha form of a
high produce rent [vids the cases of Harpagurni and Ledhapokur in the
Appendix I(4), Nos, I1X end XXV]. In the first case over one-half of the village
has gone into the hands of makgejans, but one-third has been given back on
high produce rents, in some cases increased to 20 times the previous rent.
In the second case tne whole hamlet has gone into the hands of the makayan—
proprietor, who has let out the lands on different saj#z leases, raising the
combined rent from Rs. 20-10 to Rs. 31 plus 58 waunds, valued at Rs. 1186,
s.¢., the rent has been raised seven fold. Another interesting examplo of a
resettlement is to be found in the village of Rajahatu, where a Sonthal in
fighting the mahajan Proprietor [Appendix I(5), No XXIII] finally won the
case, but had to sell a fourth share of his land owing to the costs he had
incurred, obtaining a resettlement of it at & rate of 72 maunds a year. His
rent was thus increased from Re. 1-4 to practically Rs. 144. In this area the
mahajan is dependent on the Sonthal for the cultivation of the land, but he fixes
a produce rpnt which makes the Sonthal pyactically his servant on the land.
In Tilabad [vide Appendix I(5), No. X] the rate of sajka is 8 maunds a bigha
for other villages it has been found to be as much as 11 maunds a bigha, as
the govd land. To such & rate the Sonthals very much object; they would
grefer to cultivate bhagd. But the rate varies very much, and many examples will

e found 10 the Appendix. In other cases of resettlement the land is given out
bhagt:. Such cases cannot always be regarded as a resettlement because the land
is sometimes changed from year to year and the Sonthal acquires no right to it.

The main dispossession in these villages appears to have begun about the
time of the great famine of 1865-66. Since then the amount of transfer to
Dikkus hes been inoreasing and increasing, till for want of a better adjectivo,
it can now only be characterised as enormous, particularly in the south-west
of the district. Ask a Sonthal how much land in his village has gone into the
hands of the makajan, and 8 or 12 annas will not be a surprising answer
Examine the village, and occasionally the proportion may appear to be less,
but all the best land will be found to have gone and the major part of the
remaining rice-land, leaving the Sonthal with a small proportion of the 1uferior
rice land and a large area of dhangar uplands, the lattér of which he occasion-
ally cultivates. Rajahatu |;Appendix I(6), No. XXIII] is an example
of a large and substantial Sonthal willage in which the main disposses-
sion has occuryed since 1880. Since 1895, the mafaran proprietor admits
from his jamabdandrs to having acquired 120 odd bighas of Sonthali land in the
village, and to having made 80 bighas kkgs. In fatt, I am not at all surc that
the proper number is not 200 bighas, but his jamabandis require explanation,
and f give the smaller number.

85. Transfers owing {o rend decress,—The figures supplied by the District
Judge do not distinguish between rent and civil suits, but they show that there
are cownparatively few sales in Court as compared with private sales. This was
horne out by the enquiry. Sales for rent are infrequent When a deecrne for
rent has been obtained, the Sonthal borrows from a makajan and repays the
emount. Money rents are also small and afford no difficulty in payment. In
case of grain rents the maiasan proprietor is careful to be on the spot when the
crop is reaped and to credit the proceeds of the crop to rent first, leaving tho
other debts of the Sonthal to accumulate until they are ripe for the purchase of
his remaining land,

86. Tvansfer by Civit Court decrees.—These are equally infrequent. The
mahajan does not find it so very necessary to go to Court to obtaip poasession
of any land. If he does, he either effects a compromise or in over 30 cent. of
the cases he obtains an ez-parfs decree, even although there 18 a Munsifi at
Khatra just on the outskirts of the almost purely Sonthal conntry in Raipur.
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A favourite defonce of the Sonthals in this area, doubtless engineered by some
mukhtears 1n Khatra, 15 to set up a claim that the sale was a benams transacsion
In cases that I have seen, it has not been successful.

87. Transfers by usufructuary morigages.—Attention has already been drawn
to the fact, demonstrated by the'statements obtained from the Registrar’s office
und proved by the caquiry, that usufructuary mortgages are rare compared
with out and out transfers. This throws an important light on the methods of
the mahajans and money-lenders. It shows that all ho wants is permanent
possession of the land, and that he will be satisfied with little else. Take the
example of ono Jherka Manjhi and his sale of 2 bighas 10 cottahs, sold for
Rs. 99 1n Goberda [Appendix I(5), No. VIII]. He has obtained a resettlement
on the moderate terms of eight maunds a year; at tho makajun’s calculation
this is Rs, 16 a year. The monoy reut 1s a bagatellc, annas 12, At this rate the
mahaysn will recoup himsolf in ahoat six or seven years for the actual amount
of the debt, Rs 99, which 1tzelf was arrived at by compound interest at 50 per
cent KEvon allowing him asmall amount of interest on his monoy, Rs. 99, say -
G por cent., only a small amount, because the land is now his and the risk has
gono, the makajan should recoup himself in eight or nine years. Surely a
usufructuery mortgage for that period for the principal and interest would
have beon mo1o equitable than the out-and-out sale the Sonthal was compelied
to cxecate.

88. Indeblcdness.—-As in Birbhum every raiyat has a running sccount with
one makayan or several makajans for grain for domestic purposes. his 1ndebted-
ness 18 the first stago leading to the transfer of his land and only cegses when
he has lost all his land Examples showing the indebtedness of the raiyats of
difforent villages will be found in the Appendix. “There is some reason to
believe that the Sonthals have given a more completo account of their debts
than they did in Birbhum. They have a more accurate ides of the different
kinds of deeds and know a mortgege by the same term. One characteristic 1s
the large numbelr of simple bonds executed in the south-west. Mortgages are
very fiequent, and, as has already been observed, judging from the figures
supplied by the District Judge and tho Registrar, in the majority of cases the
load to sales of the mortgnged lands. The total amount due on a mortgage 18
boyond the Scnthal, and he leaves that unpaid except possibly the interest.
Nevertheless a few cases oceurred in which a mortgage has beon sepaid, gener-
ally by executing a fiesh mortgage or sule in favour of unother mahayan.

One fact that the villages given in the Appendix 1llustrate is immportant, and
that 18 that when a £:stsband: 18 made, that is to say an arrangement by which
a Sonthal pays off his debt by yearly instalments ot grain, the Sonthal generally
pays the mstalments unlegs t{are 18 an untoward year, as thero was two years
ago, when there was u seurcity and certain relief measures were adopted. The
Sonthal undeistands o 4fiband: , he knows how much he has got to pay per
yeur and pays it. If he had his will, he would always execute ktssibandss for the
repayment of his debts. o

Another class of loan 1n this district is an advanoc taken for the
cultivation of lac This 18 not regarded as a dobt, and 1t is gcnerally
repaid in Bysalk, when the lac is taken from the tree.

The amount of 1ndebtodness shown in the villages 1n the Appendix indicate
that there 18 likely to be no falling off 1n the rate of dispossession until all the
Sonthals lose all their lands and are reduced to the position of tho mzlkajan’s
serf, which position a lerge number have already reached But mn the
south west tho maelaesan will leave the Sonthal just enough dkangar land and
give him just cnough land on a high produce rent to prevent him kicking
over tho traces altogether and leaving the distmct. He is a necessity to the
mahazan 1n the cultivation of his lands. 1 do not believe this is an exaggerated
view of the situation

The ordinary rate of interest for money is 25 per cent. Other rates
puch as 2, » or 4} annas per 1upee are charged, but are not common. When
small loans aro taken, the intorest 18 2 pice per month in the south of
Bankura,

The ordinury rate of inlerest for grain for Sonthals is 50 per cent., but
down in the south of Raipur thana, in one village 8 makgran declared that the
ordinary rate was 25 per cent.,, and that it had been increased on account of
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the recent scarcity to 70 per cent. In another village the makajns snid the
usual rate was 23 per cent. and only occasionally 50 per cent, these makajins
gave a different story, and eaid they had allowed remissiona on account
of tho scaicity. Amongst Sonthals very few cases of inferest at 25 per cent.
were, however, found , most of the cases were either safas: 37} per cent. or
derlua 50 per cent. Interest for seed grain 18 charged at 100 per cent. In
all cases compound interest 1s charged, and the amount mado up with the
interest on the wholo of the year, however few months before the end tho
loan had teen taken

If tho total value of the money debt exceeds Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 and
a bond is given, the makayans say that the interest 1 decreased to 12} per cent.
But the statement regarding mortgages (Appendix I) shows that in the
large majority of cascs the interest charged hes between 25 por cent. and
371 per cent. The makajans were rather chary of producing the bonds, and
in fact on one pietext or another failed to produce them. In Chhatna the
Tambolis have tge worst reputation, whilst in Raipur there are laige gruin-
dealers, such as Tambolis and Choudhris who rule the grom morket, and
must have made considerable fortunes out of the Sonthals.

MIDNAPORE
Usufructuary Civil Court
Sales Mortgages mortgages. sales *
1906 oee 332 226 17 14
1907 ees . 200 * 191 21 17

89. Examples of the state of dispossession in the differcnt areas will be
tound 1n the Appendix. So far asthe distribution of transfers betwcen private
sales, usufructuary mortgages, rent sales and Civil Comt sales 18 concerned, the
proportions are practically the same as in Bankwa, by far the largest rmount
of trapsfer is by private sale to malkgrans on account of debte alrcady 1incurred,
and the least by way of temporary transfer or usofructuary mortgage or by
way of the Civil Court 'The statemonts in Appendix II show that the price
paad per bigha 1s also low, by far the largest nuinber of sales being affected
at a prico below Rs, 20, aud half or more than half of these at a iate of
Rs. 10 a bigha or below.

90. Binpuwr thana.—The state of dispossession 1n this thana is akin to that
in Raipur in the south of Bankuia, where #isheans have been able to secure
possession of the villages as Mandals. As aleo 1n Binpur the transferred land
18 often let out temporarily on a sejka lease varying from 6 kuris to 1} nrast
per bigha and tometimes morc, At the rate at which makajans have hitherto
calculated the price of grain, Rs 2 per maund, th)s works out at between
Rs 2.6 and Ko 8 a bigha, Most of the dispossession has occurred in
the past, and 18 getting less frequent now-a-days by reason of the fact
that the best lands have now been transferred, In such casea the Sonthels
will occasiortlly say they have lost no land, because the land has been
given back on a sujk« lease, e g., in Asanbani .he Sonthals said they lost no
land, but 1t subsequently appearcd that many years ago the village had
been sold up for rent and a settlement macde at 8 kuns per bigha. Thore
are a few smali hamlets in which there 1s little or no dispossession, but 1n theuse
villages the lands are mortgaged  But that dispossession 1s still going
or at by no mcans a slow rate is shown by the willage of Kamaiband:
in the Appendix I(c), No. I, which affords a good exumple of tiausfers
in a substantial village, where the Sonthals are wore educated and 1mogine
that they know to cope with the mrheian, One quarter of the land
has gone up to date, und that 1ore has not gone 1s due to the fact that the
Mandali famnly have so for managed to play off one makzjar ageinst another.
A reference to this willage wnll, however, show that 1na few yoms n lmpe
emount of land will incvitably go into the hande of the willage makegan,
including the village nght itself, ono or two Sonthals are oven now on the
verge of lcsing their lands at cnce

East of the Kosye amongst the mtact villages under the Raja of Ramgarh
the condition of affairs 18 better. The rate of travsfer is less, and thus can ouly

* Incdudos rent snles
+ About 4 maunids

Appen i
and IIlrc)
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be aseribed to the fact that the makajans have mnot yet brokem down the
headman system.

91. Garhbela and Salbani.—Several vi examined by Maulvi Saiyed
Mubammad Nasiruddin are given in the AppendixI(c). Nos, X1-XX. He reports
that in Garhbeta, nearer the plains, the amount of dispossession that bas occurred
1n the past 18 80 great that only a few villages are now to be found in which the
descendents of the original clearers cultivate the land their ancestors had
cleared , 1in other villages they are cultivating lands of which they have taken
a fresh settlement; but a large proportion of %ontha.ls are now merely labourers,
who have lost all their lands. In Salbani the amount of dispossession appears
to bc equally large, though the particular villages selected for the Appeudix
show less. The rate of mutation of lands from Sonthals to Dikkus
in these thanas appears to have been s, vated by the facts that they are
nearer thc plaine and more accessable to the iyar, aund that the ijardan
and mandali tenures were transferable and were transferred to makajans by
Sonthals, thus giving the makajans a greater ho.d over the village. It is true
that only 45 villages out of 170 homogencous villages were counted in which
the Sonthal headman’s right had been transeferred to mahajans on account of
debts, but doubtlces this does mnot represent the whole proportion of
villages hecld by makajuns, and it is sufficiently large to favour the above
conclusion,

92. Jhargram .—The rate of dispossession in this area is growing.
Private sale was formerly uncommon.

93. Nayabasan.—1If tho jamabands figures of this ostate are accepted for
comparison, it would appear that the area in tho hands of the aborig:-
nal raiyats is now 20 por cent. more than it was 25 years ago; that in the
hands of the semi-aboriginal raiyats 42 per cent. more, and that in the hands
of the non-aboriginal raiyats 9 per cent. more. If the figures of the present
record-of-rights are compared with thoso of the jamaband: figures of 25
years ago, the area 1n the hands of the aboriginal raiyats 18 now 95 per
cent. in excess of what it was then; that in the hands of semi-aboriginal
raiyats 145 per cent. more, and that in the hands of non aboriginale also 145

r cent. more All that these figures disclose is thercfore that there has
Eﬁen a very large amount of reclnmation during the past 25 yecars and
give mo cluo to what degree the aborigines and semi-aborigines have been
losing their lands. From a statement prepared showing the transfers of
occupm:icy right from aborigines and semi-aborigines the following figures arc
obtamed :—

Lioss of area® Fromt From Semi-} To Nop-

1N aores. Abongines. sbongines. sbongmes

Since 1291A - 2,32219 44 83 1,192 64
(rest part: )

* Moye dotailed figures are —

AREA N (lc..ll) TRAFEFERRED PUOM— ARma {ix ACRES) TRANUFEERREL TO—
Total area
AHHEE IR AR S
& = = =5 2 2 a = | g | Mol
razm pasisr| ww ] ot-e0 l ml TRy uarn' mwe| ew|iwruwl » wrw I 1 nrn‘
ARBA 1N 1513 18 ACEERS (Vsmabandi) ARRA ACCORDING 7O EBCORD-OF-RIGET PREPARELD
.

Abonginea, Semi-aboriginea. | Nou-Aborigines.| Abongines. Bemi-aborigines. Nan-aborigines.

.v08 ‘ 6.8 I 16,828 14,813 1,408 0,40

¥ Boutbals, Bhumifes and Mupdas.
% Karml Mahtcs, Bhuiyss and Denda Ohatra Manjhis.
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Compare this with the jumaband: figures of 1291—

Held by Held by semi. Hoeld by non«
Aborigines aborigines. aborigines.

Area 1n 1,291 in acres 7,480% b2 18,649}

It can be roughly estimated that at the lcast 31 per cent. of the
lands origmnally held by Sonthal, Bhumij or Munda occupancy raiyats have
Eone into the hands of Dikkus. The actual proportion” is ~probably

1gher as the jamabanais contain figures for all clasecs of raiyats. The detailed
figures for semi-aborigines show that Bhuiyas are of no consequence in this
respcet, that the gains of Mahtos outweigh their losses by transfer, and that the
Danda Chatra Manjhis are the chief losers. In considering these fizures 1t must
De rememhered that the reclaimed land is the worst and the land transferred
by the aborigine his best land During the last twenty five yoars in actual
figures reclamation may have outstripped transfers, but this must necessanly
cease and there is reason tu believe that the end is not very far off.

94. Rokeni.—The figures for Rohini on the north of the Subarnrrekha
do not show such a large amount of reclamation as iIn Nayuabasan , 1f only tho
Jamabands figures for 1299 and 1413 are compared, there has been none. Tho
figures for the record-of-1ights, 1f compared with the previous jamabands figures
of 1299, would show a large amount, but this is of ltte account as the
Jamaband: figures are probably quite inaccurate. At al!l events it 1s clear that
the limit of extemsion of cultivation 18 much nearer than in Nayabasan
south of the Subarnarekha. From other settlement papers we get the follow-
ing figures for transfers of lands held by occupancy raiyats.—

Area transieired
n ncrea

sinceo 1.8
From sborigines ... .ee ... 085488
From sem1-aborigines . e 13177
Teo non-aborigines . 48109

Comprring these figurcs with the jamaband: figures for 1299—

Arening
12u9

Held by—
Aborigmes . 2,285}
Semi-ahonigines e 2,467
Non-aborigines . « 6,447%

we find that in 17 years, at least 15 per cent. of lands held by aboriminal
and 5 per cent of lynd held by semi-aboriginal occupancy raiyats have
gone 1nto the hands of Iikkus. In this aren tho Bhumijes arc tho most
important so far as transfers arc roncerncd , Bhuiyas a1re of no consequence at
all, and Mahtog have to theiwr credit most of the transfers from amongst the

sem1 aboriginest.
® More dotaled Apgmreos are —

AREA (IN ACHES) TEANSPARRED FROM— AULEA (1Y ACAES) TRAWNAPERRED TO—

Lotal aren
Trand lran&[u.r Danda
— - ndn . - = = - Non
s -3 =2 = Clhiatra = - 2 = Chatra
-‘g' s g ] ﬁ Maniln = z g = 5 Manjhu, aborignes
2 a = = m & = = L m
138 14 | 260U - 158 77 - | 23 48 | BBO 43 I 18 _',ﬂl 23 OﬂI 39 ' 13 46 I 451 09
AREA AcCOMDING TO Jamaband: oP 1313 AREA ACCORDING TO RRCOND OF RIGOTS REC ENTLY
(1N ACSEN) FPELE1ALED
ALo1EInes Non-aboriginws i Non aborigiues. | \lLergines B mi aboririues ’ scmi aborigmes
2 033} I 2,433 \ 0 %) | L AL J 4,078 | 11,2247

wres for every villnge m Hohini and Navabasan are o be fonnd (n !lllgﬂ Appendices sitached to Bubu Bampada
LU

R anbspe sysbszun aud Kok Tlus 1o tho Director ol Lund Iecords o

N
Chatiern s report oo
F
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95. In order to obtain a comparative idea of the amount of dispossession
in Gopiballabhpur compared with the amount in the northern areas, I went into
the circumstances of a few villages both in Chiara and Belyabera, as well as
those given in the Appendix, and I roughly examined the circumstances of some
15 wvillages in Nayabasan and of 35 others in Nayagram and Khelargram.
Tho general impression I received, which is borne out by the villages in the
Appendix, was that the dispossession in this area was not so great as that in the
northern areas or in the areas nearer the plains. I found that individual
Sonthals or Bhumijes, as I had becn informed, would get into the hands of the
mahajans, and that there is a general transfer of their lands to Dikkus, but that
there is not that wholesale dispossession 8o noticeable elsewhere. One of the
main causes appears to be the practical resumability in this mneighbourhood
of the Mandali tenure, and the faot that the Mandal 1s practically a servant of
the zamindar, collecting his rents, for which he gets a certain amount of
remuneration in money. Such a tenure is really not a tenure, and presents
no attractions to the makqan, even if the large land-owners of this would suffer
his presence as a Pradhan. Thie they do not, generally speasking, and this
is the second cause. The maharan has therefore had very litile opportunity of
obtaining possession of a village, and of course in large areas like Belyabera and
Nayagram, where the Pradl.ani system has ceased to exist and the willages are
now khas, he does not intervene between the proprietor. The third cause 18 that
the maliajan avoids the south of the Subarnarekha river with its jungles and
wild animals, and leaves the Bonthals to the tender mercics of cultivators hke
Kurmi Mahtos, who also do mahkagjahs, but to a smaller extent thun the Banya
proper, In Belyabera and Nayagram, another cauao 18 to be found in the fact
that the proprietors,® Babu K. C. Prohoraj and the Nawab of Mushidabad both
lend graiu, the former at five kuris in the ara (31} per cent.), and the latter
at 25 per cent. (excluding the 31 per _ent. that tho muhann takes for
weigbing the grain). It 1s presumed that loans are given with discretion. A
fifth cause 18 the Iesser fertihity of the lands south of Subarnarekha.

In concluewon, I find that though the rate of dispossession 1n Nayabasan and
Rohini 1s high, 1t 18 not so high es 1n Birbhum, whore the Sonthals are on the
vergo of tho purcly Dikku area, where reclumation 1s drawing to a close and
where there 1s no jungle possessing any terrors for the makajan, aud notnearly so
great as 1n the thanas of Raipur and Khatra in Bankuru, where the Sonthals have
been reduced to the status of a 1aiyat or under-i1aiyat rack-rented on a large
produce rent, or, as in the north-eastern area of the Jungle Mahals in Madnapore,
where the Sonthal is being reduced to the postion of a labourer.

96. Thesc recmatks are not complete without a referencoe to the facts that
verbal transfers are not u icommon 1n Midrapore, and that the abor:igine often
hands over to the wmakejan a blank stamped paper, signed on his behalf, to be
filled vp when his debts reach an appreciable amouut by an agresment to transfer
his lands.

97. Indcbtedness.—Examples of indebtedness will be found in the Appendix
Where, asin Binpur thana, 1n Kamarbandi, [Appendix I(«), No 1] thoe Sonthal has
valuable lands to lose, the indebtedness isgreat, or in a village like Dhaugalpara,
where their lands have not yet gone, they are mortgaged. In Garhbota thana,
where most of the lands have gone, the indebtedness 1s small  But in Gopibal-
labhpur, wheire the amount of dirpossession is less than elsewhere, for the ver
rcasons given for the comparatively small rate of mutation of lands there, the
indcbtcdness would also be comparatively small, wore it not for one important
factor, viz , the recent sciwreity. This, particularly in Belyabera and Chiara, has
resulied 1n a very large number of mortguges being executed in favour of the
differont makajans as well as 1n favour of the proprietor of Belyabera. The
villages selected show, howover, that these mortgages are gradually being repad,
where the repayments are to bemade 1n grain. In Belyabera, the propnetor, the
tepants informed me, treated them well now, and it 18 to be hoped tiiat none of
the mortgages in his 1avour will develop 1nto sales. He only lends grain, and
has no regular money-lending business.

* | found no enidenco of the lands being sold to these proprietora on acacunt of debis , It is alleged that the

toru do not se'l the ~onthak up o this ascount Theenquiry 1a Babu K C Prohors)’'s estato was bowover very
This 18 tho landlord relarred t » st thie end of paragrapb 8, sde, however, page 40,
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The following is a specimen of a Sonthal’

books ;—
RECEIFTH,
R ku
snuary 2 ris man 1
3} pal
4 Konas = 1 pa1
4 Pais == 1 man
4 Mans = 1 kun
16 Kuns = 1 aru (approx-
imately 3
meunds 8
&00T8 )

as

s account from the Belyabera

Exrexmrons.
- -—
Grainfor Grais for Total
food sood. gran,
A, x. M. P. A. x.u r.
Arrears of current
acconnt 6 6 28 e 6 a 2 3
Arrears of former -
kwutibands 511 8 0} - s 511 8 of
Toatal - 132 9 18} - 12 3 1 3§
Remtted .- 0 3 18} -t 0 3 1 8%
Total 132 0 0 © . 12 0 0 0O
Kistbands =
Year 1818 ] ose
» 1317 3 .
» 1818 . s . e
» 1319 oee 8 . .
12
Total loans given
dunng  ourrent
year 5 4 0 9 110 6 686 06 o
Total 17 4 O 11 0 18 6 O ©
Ioterest for ®grmin
for food at five
kume per ara,
and for seeds at
One ara per ara
(in 18-6 13 aras
are kwstbandr and
8-5 current loans) 110 1 O 110 211 1 o0
Total . 1814 1 © 2 380 21 01 O

Tho account was closed in 13154, 7-14-0-31 has been repaid subsequently,
but no payment was made 1n 1315 as there was a scarcity in that year,
As an instance of how a mahasan can run up an account even at a com-

parativel

small ratec of interest, s.e, 25

from a plaint brought by a mekajan against a Sonthal in Binpur thana.—

Original debt .
Interest for 1310
Interest for 1311 ...

Repaid in 1311 ...
L]

Interest for 1312
l"nterelt for 1313
Repaid in 1313 ...
Interest for 1314 ..
Interest for 1315
Interest for 1316 ...
Repad 1 1316 ..

Total

Remaimnder

Total

Total

Remaindor

"' Total
. Total
Total
Total

8 eeers =1 kuri.
16 kuris=1 ara.

ole

A K. 8
10 0 O
2 8 0
2 8 0
16 0 O
2 0 0
13 0 O
3 4 O
16 4 O
4 1 0
20 5 o0
1 0 O
19 5 o0
413 2
24 2 2
6 0 A4
80 2 6
7 8 4
7 11 2
1 0 o
36 11 2

F2

er cent., the following is taken
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'The Sonthal orginally owed 10 aras; he repaid 4 aras; he now owes
36 arns. As ¢z paric decree and his Jand will go. .

The subject of the indebtedness of the aboriginal has been receiving
attention in Nayagram (Gopiballabhpur thana), and Mr, J. B. Wood, the
Manager, hopes, with the permission of the Nawab of Murshidabad, to start
agricultural banks 1n that estate.

The rate of interest varies. The 50 per cent. rate for current loans of
grain 1s common, but not quite so frequent as it 1s in Birbhum or Bankura. In-
the north-west of the district, in the more remote areas, it is more common and
has been generally raised to this rate on account of the recent scarcity, though
it was common onough before. But nearer the plains in thanas Salban: and
Garlibota the rato 18 more usually 25 per cent. In Jumbuni 1t is either
371 per cent. or 50 por cent. In the south in Gopiballabhpur, 1t is generally
50 per cent. , the practical minimum is 6 kuris 1o the ara (16 kuris), or 37} per
cent., 5 kuris 1n thc ara and 4 kuris in the ara are mainly confined to the
Belyabera proprietor and the Nawab, respectively. Cases have been found
in tho noth of the district of interest at 10 kuris per era. For seed loans
100 per cent. 18 umversal. Compound interest is always charged.

Small moncy loans are usually given at two pice a month per rupeo or
373 per annum. But 10 Jambuni the rate of interest for a loan below Rs. 15
18 reported to be usually one anna in the rupce per mensem For larger sums
the intorest is less. In the south in GopibaHabhpur interest as high as
60 per cent, 18 sometimey charged for small money loans. .

As usual, the indebtedness of the Sonthal 18 mainly for grain, and when the
debt is converted into & mortgage which he 1s to repay 10 money, his chance
of repayment has gone. So long as 1t 18 m grain, the chances of repayment
are more favourable. By far the largest proportion of these mortgages are
executed with a rate of interest of 24 per cont., or above, and about three-
fourths of thesc at a rate of interest above 37 per cent. (vide Appendix II).
The lugh rate of nterest has naturally an cffect on the ultimate umount of
dispoesession, but it 15 the fact that it 18 not sumplo interest, but compound
interest, that kills.

In the north-west of the district there are complaints that the mahejans
got sales cxecuted when an agrecment Las been made for a usufructuary
mortgage, and 1n the south Mi. J. B. Wood reports that sales are occasionally
exccuted when the Sonthal only intended to execute a mortgage. Complaints
of a sumilar nature were received 1n Birbhum. There 18 no doubt something 1n
this, and it 1s very mmportant that Registrars should explain documents to

mandaon Koy Sonthals when registering them.

There are two minor veasons for the indebtedness of the Sonthal in the
south. The first Mr. J B. Wood reports 1s the systematic extortion by the
small excise offiolals who for a consideration allow illiecat home-brewing or
distillation. The second 1is the extortion by the zamindar: peons when the
Sonthal 1s found cutting sdl trees or 18 allowed to cut them with the peon’s
connivance.

BALASORE \

98 Tho ratc of mutation is rather sunilar to that in the south of
Midnapore but is growing. Instances of transfers will be found in the
villages 1n the Appendix

99, IPriwvate sale.—This does not appear to have been very prevalent
twelve yeais agn, but is uow growing, Verbal transfers are ooccasionally made,
and the Sonthals have a practice, which also exists in Midnapore, of handing
the makajans a stamped paper blank except for thoir signature.

The amia of the 4-anna share 1n Fatehabad pargans are meking use
of thewr position to get tho lands of the Sonthals 1nto their own hands by
mahajani. The Sonthal. themselves do not distinguish between the amis and
the cstato, and they were rather bitter against the amla for compelling them to
cxocute doecnments fo1 the loans they had taken.

100. Cwil Cow ¢ salzs for money or rent.—As 1n other distriots, such sales
are not very common. .
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101. Usufructuary mortgages.—These are common now-a-days, though not
common about 12 years ago ‘Thereis a far greater amonnt of transfer
comparatively by usufructuary mortgage in this arca than in any of the other
districts. ‘These usufructuary mortgages are, however, commonly only for the
interest ; the principal stands very little chance of repayment, so that £ ey are
to all intents and purposes permanent transfers (ccasionally the land 19
given back to the Sonthal bkagt

102. JIndebtedness. — The number of mortgages in the villages show that the
amount of indebtedncss in this arca 18 large, and 1s growing despite the
poverty of the laud. As usual, the Sonthals have all totake paddy loans during
the ycn1, and the majority were still i1udebted in March after the annual
payments had been paid. The prevailing rate of interest for grain is locally
90 per cent., but a few money-lendors 1n Midnapore lend gram at 373 per cent.
In some cases the rate 18 371 per cent , if the Sonthal takes the grain to the
makaan in rcpayment , but 1f tho makaan comes for 1t, he charges 50 per cent.
interest for lus trouble Small money loans are given at a rate of one-unna per
rupec, and laiger sums at half-anna per rupee per month. Tho rate of interest
chargod by the amia 1o the 4-anna sharo of the Fatehobad paigana is 31!
per cent. Compound interest 18 charged on all grain loans as usual.

Owing to the small number of Sonthals in this district, I did not ask the
Registrar or District Judge to have returns prepared showing the number of
mortgages, Civil Court sales, etc.

QGENERAL

103  General canses of loss of land and indebtedncss.—From the Sonthal’s point
of view, ho luses s land Decause ho is uneducated and submissive, and the
mahazan takes advantage of his 1gnorance to cheat hiin out of his land* by sharp
practico This 1s the cose, but it s not the whole truth  Sympathetic
observers also recogmse that drink and thrlfﬂcssnos_s comp_leto the main causes.
Only occasionally have the Sonthals admitted to losing their lznds, because thewr
ancestor fiequented tlie grog-shop too much, and 1t 18 not from their statemonts
that I could deduce tlis cunclusion. But 1t 13 so patent a fact that it needs no

roof.

P Another cauee to which the Sonthals ascribe the loss of therir lands 1s the
breaking down of tho intact village system. Intact villages as a rule have
disclosed less dispossession than broken villages. 1t 18 howeverdifficult to say to
what extent this cause operates, because a broken village zpsv racto gencrally
denotes a moro advanced state of dispossession. Lut \.:rhcn a makhazan obtains
possession of a wvillage, 1t 18 entirely at his morcy. There 1s not the slightest
doubt that tho rate of disposscssion 1s greatest in areas like the south-west of
Bankura or the north-west of Midnapore, where makasars have becn able to
secure tho headman's 11ght. .

Anotlier minor cause which has possibly gpera.tet‘l to some cxtent is the loss
of man lands foimerly hold by village ofhcinls. The wise forefuthers of the
Sonthals, when they invented the village communal systom, doubtless in-
tended to form each village into a sclf-reliant unit which could cope with the
outside world. In their wisdom they, howover, remcmbered that ecach
villag¢ official, though a Sonthal, was still o human ‘bem’g‘, and had, like the vast
mnjt;'ity of human beings, to be paid for his services. 'T'hey therefore decided
that the offiaal should got some lands rent-free f?r s scrviees  But now-a-
days this rent-free land has all _but disappeared. Thero 18 thusevery probabihty
that the villago officials, not being pro crly p-md, have ceased to regard many
of the affuirs of any mdivadual one of thom in the village as a matter that con-
ceined the whole village, and have reduced thoir duties to a minimum compatible
amount of rice-beer or number of hons they recerve for tho services they must
perform. TlisI think 18 a fact. Thesc officials have, thietefore, possibly
ceased to voice tho desire of the village eommuny to keep out the Inkku,
and tho Sonthal is allowed to hive and to sell Ins lan us he hikes. I am m‘dubted
for this o1 rather a sumilar theory, to a record in the Scttlement Office, Sonthal
&arganas. The 1dea 18 fascinating, but it 18 dafficult to say how much there 1s
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in it. The causes of the Sonthal’s indebtedness or of the loes of his lands can
be classified as follows:—

External. Intsrnal.

g) mmmrp prackice. (1) Drink
Pan Leelmen. . (2) Thriftlessnees.
3) Zamindari sharp prastice (to & muon less .
( extent, exooll:t when ths samundarisa  (3) Want °f_ eduocation.
mahajan). (4) Bubmissivenees.
(4) Loss of »an lands, and breaking down
of the intact village.

1% is possible to legislate against the external evils. Internal cause No. (4)
can be turned into self-reliance by maintaining villages intact. Internal cause
No. (2) can ub:‘}n.rtially eradicated by removing internal cause No. (3). No. (1)
can be partially cured by taking away the temptation to go to the liquor-shop.
It is hopeless to expect to eradicate it.

CHAPTER V.
Civi. CourTr PROCEEDINGS.

(ZTerms of the Referemce No. IV.)

104. I have utilised the figures (vide Appendix III) obtained from the
different District Judges for Chapter IV, and very little remains to be said in this
chapter, as the examination of Civil Court proceedings was to be un the lines of
the statements in the Appendix. Theso figures must be received with caution.

I am doubtful whether they are any use for the comparison of districts.

— BIRBHUM

105. Besides the large number of ez-parle decrees obtained agaist the
Sonthals, the most noticeable fcature is thatin 24 per cent. of the casos
brought against Sonthals, the interest of the Sonthals has been sold. This is
very remarkable, as compared with the Sadgups, in which the figure is 9 per cent.
It will be observed that a large number of decrees againet the Sadgops also
are oz-parie. I selocted the cultivating caste of Sadgops for comparation
1n Rampur HAt subdivision, as they arec a Hindu cultivating caste who bulk
largely in the population of this subdivision.

BANKURA.

106. An examination of different villages disclosed the fact that the
Dikku was not uniformly successful in the cases he brings, particularly
in cases brought to increase rents. The figures show that tho Sontbals,
Bhumijes and Bauris, in a large proportion of cases have ez-paris decrees
assed against them, and the number of -eases in which the HBauris have
Eeen sold up, as compared with the total number of cases brought, would
gppe;.r dzo indicate that their position is somewhat analogous to that of the
ont 3

Tho percentage of cases in which the right, title and interest of the
Sonthal has been sold is less than that in Birbhum ; it is only 13 per cent,

MIDNAPORE.

107, The percentage of cases in Midnapore in which the ri ht, title
and interest of the Sonthals has been sold is smaller than in either
Birbhum or Bankura. It is only between 7 and 8 par cent of the total
number of cases bronght. But compared with the figures for Kurmis, in which
cages the percentage is 2 per cent., it is large. If these statistics are accurate,
whereas in about 35 per cent. of the cases decrees against Sontbhals are ez-parie,
in the case of Kurmis the tage is 46 per cent.

108. The Sonthals contest 24 per cent. of the cases and the Kurmis 20 per
cent. The Sonthals compromise 22 cent. of tho cases and the Kurmis
16 per cent. The figures for Bhumijes are of little practical use. ‘
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GENERAL.

_ 109, Es-parts decrees seem equally common umongst all classes for
which figures have been supplied. The figures for appeals, I have omitted, as
of little practical use. The Dikkn can appeal, and does appeal up to the High
Counrt, I have not heard of a Sonthn?n pealing to that extent. He cannot
afford it, nor can he afford to defend himselfp there. It would be more equitable p,g, 00
if appeals and sﬂ)lica.tions for revisions in all but criminal cases were not (Beommendation
allowed to go higher than the District Judge in cases brought by or against
aborigines, urless the District Judge certified that the aborigines wero
only nominally a party, and therefore the case was a proper one to go before
the High Court. This question might be considered in connectior with the
Bill proposed in Chapter XIV, '

Page 32

CHAPTER VI.
AxpiTRARY EvVICTION.

(Terms of tre Reference No. V.)
BIRBHUM.

110. Arbitrary eviction is not prevalent. Thore are very many complamnts
that the Sonthals have been arbitrarily evicted, but few of them would
bear examination. The zamindars and makajans have been very careful to ob-
serve the law. There have already been a gerics of agitations by the Sonthale,
resulting 1r two settlements, and there is no reason to believe that this form of
oppression exists to any particular extent now. Of course there ai1e the usual
cases of boundary and land disputes, and prolably & few of the coiapleints of
arbitrary eviction are true; but to say that it is prevalont would be, I think,
quite bestde the mark. A settlement can however only disclose 1) what extent
it is prevalent. One furm that once existed is the following. A proprietor
would, when giving frosh lease of a village to a Mostagir, cut off portions of
it as salams for his own benefit. There woere a fow complaints made of
this in Rampur Hat subdivision which it was very difficult to check
But 1t has been apparently more prevaleut in the Rajnagar outpost.

111. Another form s the settlemont of reclaimed land with some person other
than the person who reclaimed it, because the latter rofused to pay the rent dem-
unded. The proprietor presumably, as the law at present stands, has the right
to do this Complaints were made against the Rev. L. O. Skrefsrud that he was
in tho habit of arbitrarily evietiog the tenant, spocific instances were, however,
wanting. On enquiry into one case, it appeared that the Sonthul cultivated
some 1) nd under Mr. Skrefarud as a service holding for doing some missionary.
work in a village other than his own. He got into a tangle with a woman
Mr. Skrefsrud heard of it. The Sonthal heard that Mr. Skrefsrud had heard of
it. Ho promptly fled to his original willage. The Rev. L. O. Skrefsiud 18
quite strong enough to arbitrarily evict, but ho denies that he does it, and there
15 no proof that he does.

112. A third form that exists is the dispossession of Sonthals after a sale for
rent of a whole village on the groand that tho Sonthals are the under-raiyats of
the Sonthal whose village was sold. This is not provaleat in the Rampur 1Lt
subdivision where their rights as oceupancy-rniyats are secured, but 1n the part
of Suri whore the Mostagir®is regarded as a raiyat, specific instances of this
have been found. The fact that, whether raiyat or under-raiyat, they have or
should have occupancy-rights hes been ignored.

113. Rampur [Appendix I(a), No XV]is an instance of a village where
the Sonthals have been arbitrarily evicted from their uplande on a large scale.

BANEURA.

114. Numerous complaints were mande of arbitrary eviction, but a fow
minutes' cross-examination generally broke down the theory. 1t is unuecesssry
to adopt illegal m ethods with the Sonthals. An ez-parde decree in Court or a sale

qf the Sonthal's land by s rogistered deed is al] that is sufficient and both ave
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easy to arrange. There exist, or existed however, some subtle forms of
arbitrary eviction in which the landlord puts forward a claim as of right.
They are:—

(1) Bviction on lhe grousd that Sonthals are under-rasyats.— When a Sonthal
headman has been sold wup for the rent of aportion of a mauza,
ihe new proprietor assumea at once that the former is a raiyat
and takes possesrion of the land of the other Sonthals whom he
regards as under.raiyats.

Cases of this description are reported from Chhatna and Taldangra ;
in the latter area it is reported that the raiyats of the headinan
are generally regarded as under-raiyats. In Raipur and Khatrs,
the form of this that I found was the common habit of a
headman selling his right to a mahiyan, and the makasan trying to
obtain possession of his co-sharers’ interest also. This parti-
cular form 18, however, one of the usual incidents of mahajans
sharp practice. It has not, however, et with universal success
in Rmimr and Khatra, because the headman’s right 1s regarded as
diviaible.

(2) Arbitrary evietion on termination of a temporary lease.—On the one
hand the zamindar asserts that the Sonthals have oultivated
beyond the boundaries of the land that he gave them, aud, on
the other mde, the Sonthals assert that they have not. In the
end the propnetor gives a fresh patia, andcuts off portions of
the cultivation. Somet.mes he does this on the ground that it
18 salam for the fresh lease. There is a village, just south of
Khatra, 1n which this is at present the bono of contention be-
tween the landlord and the Sonthal headman.

(3) Eusctron by a new proprietor.—Isolated instances have been discovered
of a new proprietor coming in and trying to set up a claim to
direct possession of land on the ground that the Sonthals were
mere tenants-at will and cultivated the land bhags. Such a claim
is helped by the practice, common in Khatra and Raipur, of
making verbal (mukhjubant) setilements; the proprietors allege
that the Sonthals having no patfa have no nght, and therefore
are not entitled to receipts ButI am glad to report that the
Dikku 18 not umiversally successful in such cases 1 the Civil
Courts. Circuinstances are, however, so much 1n favour of the
Dikku being able to establish such a claim, that 1t is quite possible
that cases of this description are more common than I think.

(4) Arbitrary evietr)n from ‘““man” lands.—From Chhatna there are many
complaints that man lands were resumed by the acquirer of the
headman’s right very many yoars ago on the ground that the
Sonthals paid no rent for them. It is doubtful whether this
form exists at all at present 1n any area, and this is¢ probably due
to the difficuity of distinguishing man lands from rented lands, as
well as to the fact that such lands have practically ceased to exist.

MIDNAPORE.

115. The Kanungo, Maulvi Ekramuddin, found that arbitrary eviction
had been very prevalent in the remote northawest of Binpur thana, bus
was getting less prevalent every day. If a Sonthal did not pay his rent or his
debts to a tenure-holder, the tenure-holder would tell him to leave some of his
land and the Sonthal would do so. The Kanungo states that the Dikku
Mandals he interrogated were unable to give any satisfactory explanation of
this. The Raja of Ramgarh has obtained land 1n almost all his villages by the
favourite method of taking some of the land as salasu on giving® & new settle-
ment of the village. There aro somo uninvestigated complaints that the Naya-
gram taheilldars make arrangements to transfer portions of a Sonthal’s jole in
arder to defray the arrears of rent or debts due by the latter.

® Rocoived after tho close of the anquiry, vsde footnoto also on psge 84.
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For the rest, most of the complaints of arbitrary evictions, so often made
by the Sonthals, resolve thamselves into ez-parte decrees or evictions by a legal
process which to the Sonthal was not just:fied.

BALASORE

118. 8o far as I can gather, arbitrary eviction is occasionally 1ndulged
in by the amia of the 4+ anna share in the Fatehabad pargana. One case is
rather interesting. Dukhia’s mother owed the Naib some money. B8he went to
repay it The Naib’s wife was on the point of death, so she was told to come
luter. By the time she came again, the Naib’s wife was dead. The Naib
promptly accused the Sonthal woman of havang killed his wife by watcheraft,
and. fined her Rs 24. S8he could not pay 1it, so had to give six bighas instead.
The Naib was questioned, but he could not deny 1t. In another case a ocook
belonging to the estate contiived to oust a Sonthal from 10 cottahs of land. I
am 1nformed that this is to be returned. -

GENERAL.

117. In dealing wath the subject of arbitrary eviction, I have not taken
into account evictions from land let out on a temporary lease to a raiyat who is
already a settled raiyat of the willage. That class of eviction 18 probably
prevalent, because 1t is doubtful whether the Sonthal recognises that he is entitled
to occupancy nghts in such land, when it is not the proprietor’s private land.
Should a settlement be undertaken, a great deal of good n:u%ht poseibly be done
by secuning the Sonthals 1n the possession of these lands alleged to be given
1n a temporary lease; though probably, particularly in Bankura, a number of
such Sonthal raiyats will be suppressed by the makajan proprietors.

CHAPTER VII

RENTS

(Terms of the Referemce No. VII)

BIRBHTUM

118. Rompur Hal aubdwmon—Pracncall; there 1s only ome proprietor
of any importance, Babn P. C. Pande of Pakaur, who has not increased
the rents of his villages. That the others bave done 8o is due to the fact that
reclamation 1s still going on, and frosh rent is assessed for the new land. The
old land is the lower and more fertile land, and the new land is the higher and
less fertsle land, so that ;t may very weli be assumed that the new land 1is
worse than the old. Yet rents show that, in the majority of cases, the rate of
rent is higher for the poorer new land than for the old land. The reason of
this 15 that tMe proprietors want to raise the Sonthals’ rate of rent to that ﬁd
by the Dikkus. A Sontbal pays a much lower rale of rent than a Dikku,
because he has made the land himsolf, and 18 entitled to privileged rates
accordingly by the custom of the country. What these rates should be were
fixed by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha in 1881 1n his settlement. They are :—

Per bigha
As

Farst class paddy land .ee e . 15
Second ) »” 11} - . 10
Th]rd »n '] ”» ove 6
Fourth » 1) »”» .es e 4
Firat ,» upland . 6
Becond » ” ”» one ass [P 2
Homestead land . eas . «ss Free.

. Partab Chandre Choudhry’s villages afford a most striking example
of hc1>:v9 rentsrzan be increased. H villages were settled by Babu Bhuban
Mohan Raha in 1881, but last year Babu P, C Choudhry has given a fresh lease
of his villages to Moatnﬁu" s, after a measuremeont, at a fixed rent of 8 annas per
bigha. Ba%u Bhuban Mohan Raba’s rates generally work out at about 4 annas
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per bigha, so that the rate of rent have been practically doubled, This has
been done regardless of the fact that the settled raiyat was entitled to hold
his original land at the rates fixed by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha, subject to
certain restrictions, none of which cover the case of doubling a rate of rent.
But not only haa the rate of rent been doubled, but the actual rent is quadruple,

and more than quadruple what it was in Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha’s
time, ¢ g. —
Area. Rent Present Preaent
18481 1881 Area. Rent
Baghas, Res Bighas. Rs
Chandernagore . 111 0 5} 21 12 10 217 2 0 108 B I6
Mergadanga (No 11) .. 9 112 116 6 N2 6 0 16 2 8

120. The kisis are paid in Asn and Paus. The Sonthal generally has to
boriow money from a makajen to “pay the rent in A4siz. Even in intact
villages such as Murgadanga {No. I} »:de Appendix I (a). No. V], the rate of
ront for excees cultivation 18 much higher, ¢ g., for 30 bighas the total rent 1+
Res. 21, whilst for the whole village of 198 bighas the rent 18 Rs. 40. The rate
of rent for the new land would make 1t socond class land, and as only 10 bighas
of third class rice land oxisted in the village in 1881 (the rest was land of a
lower class), it may very well be assumed that this is not tho case.
Digalpahann [Appendix 1 (a), No. VIl] shows & gradual increase in the rate
of rent from annas 5! a bigha to annas 74 A mukhtear bought the willage
of [Bajpara Appendix I (a), No XII], and raised the rents fromm Rs 18 to
Rs. 93.

121. Instances could be multiplied of cases whero the rent has been
arbitianly increased, and for some of these a reference to the villages in
Appendix may be made. Othoers are—

Previous Previous Present Present
Name area ront aroa rent. Beuarxks
B x p|Reacr B.x o Rs acvr
Kanchpaharn ...| 299 0 0531111 | 284 0 0 |79 O O |Til3 yoars ago
Mohibona .o 173 3 163 30 10 1t cevses 45 15 19
Mosnia ..l 19815 0|30 0 3 P An norease of
about 8 anpas 1n
the rupeo 1s sad
to be on the tapws
Adalpahnn 304 0 O [157 12 161 350 14 0 |201 O O
Mamda 161 14 1 {38 7 8 ceen 61 0 O
Murgadanga 330 0 0169 9 2 28415 O {188 O O | Tl about 8 years
ago.
Kirtipur e | 128 13 14 {28 7 19 153 13 14 Gl 7 14 | A paila recently
‘Nldanga cee 405 11 13 (160 13 4L 441 14 0 21313 O Esnnted for 25
Arondra e | 421 14 5177 11 15| 34510 0209 0 O ighas at IRe 1
Tentbandi vee 75 0 0 .. 261 0 0] abigha
Burtola . 19 0 0 589 0 0
Dhokuhatu S 106 0 O . 297 0 0
Dhanpara vae vonnne 31 0 o ver 108 0 O
122, 1In the above hst of villages there has only been a moderate increase

in the rent (with the exception of the last four). In such cases without a nieasure
ment and classification of lands, 1t 18 difficult to decide whether the increase
1a rent 1y moderate or not. In Adalpahari, however, the excess land about
50 bighas was assessed at about Rs 50, according to which 1t would be first
class rice land, which is not the case at all. A similar result is seen in Kartipur.
In one area, as in the villages of Saldohn and Sealdonga [rde Appendix I (a),
No. VI] a very curious method of assessing rent emsts. An eatirely fictitious
rent 18 fixed, and then a large remission from this is made, and the remainder
realised. As fresh cultivation is mmeasured, a fictitious amount is added to the
original fictitious amount, and another large remission made. It 18 to be hoped
that no Court will mistake tho fictitious amount for the real rent. Luckily in a



BIRBHUM—Rentas. 43

number of these vases the Sonthals can prove by receipis that they have paid the
same remainders for 20 years In Murarai thana, Sonthals who cultivate land,
which was not made by them, pay a higher rate of rent for that land. Dikkus
pay much higher rates. Fo1 example, some Dhangars were found to be culti-
vating 17 bighas on a rental of Rs 43. In a few cases the Sonthals have
objected to pay the incieased rents, and are deposting them in the Civil
Courts. Roceipts are generally granted, but the areas are not written on them
in a large number of cascs.

123. In tho Mollaipur Paigana, Munshi Nundjialso fixed rates of rent for

Sonthal lands, in 1892. These wero shghtly different from those fixed by
Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha. They were—

Per bigha.

Re. aA.

First claes paddy land . . s 1 O
Becond ,, - ,, . e 0 12
Third ' " » . .o .. 0 9
Fourth ,, ’ ”» . ..l .. 0O 6
Uplands . . 0 4
Homerstead land e .o e N1l

124. DBut the excess lond is being troated here by the Mohant of Mollarpur
1u cxactly the same way as 1t 18 elsewhero. Thesce fixed rates are being 1gnored.
In Jotia I found that the nmm was assessing new land as follows —

Rs. a
Taddy land . . - 1 4
Uplands .. e 0 6
Good prospective paddy land . . ous 1 4
TFar » » . we 1 0

125. One ficld of 7 Inchas 13 cottahs, which was cxamined and could at
the utmost bave only been half third class and balf second class, was
assossed at Re 9-9. Assuming that 1t was even all second class, the rent should
not have been moro than Rs  5-10. The landlord’s amin explained that he
regarded 1t as fiast class land, because 1t was the best land the Sonthals held 1
The Sonthals also brought u compluint that the amin had been assessing to
now rents land already 1in their khatians, on the ground that it was paré: at
the time of the settlement in 1892. This was found to be incorniect, though
the land just being assessed, had undoubtedly been made several years ago.
The Mohant’s men have been collecting thrce years rent for the excess land.
By this means, according to the Bengal T'enancy Act, it becomes a fixed rent

128. The Mohant was given an opportunity of explaining the high rate of
rent for new land. But all the information that was forthcoming was that
Bengalis pay higher rates for sumilar lands, an answer that begs the question
entirely as Sonthals are entitled to privileged rates 1n this area. He has
measured increased aiea 1 Raipur, Jetia and Polasboni. According to bns
own statement, new cultivation 1s being assessed at the following rates —

Per Bigha.
Rs. a
First class paddy land e .. 1 8
Second ,, » ” - aae 1 4
']‘hlrd ” ” (1) ame 1 U
Fouﬂh »” » (1) LY 1] - . O 12
Uplund see “es 0 6

127. Homestead lands are also being vharged for at 4 annas and 6 annas
per bigha, which 18 also against the recognised custom of the ares.

The rates 1n the last paragraph are very much in excess of those fised by
Munsh: Nundj , and they aro practically tho rates fixed by him for excess

in Bengalh holdings.
tand 'i‘l;le mﬁuect of r%nts in the Rampur H#At subdivision cannot be finished
without a reference to the jalkar charged by the IRevd. L. O. Skrefsrud

There 18 a band which he has built 1n Aturia and for which he charges
all the villagers 4 annas n the ruivlee of rent jalkar. The villagers say that all
the Sonthals have to pay jelkar whether they benefit from the tank or not

a 2
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This is substantially borme out by the rent-roll of the village, though one
raiyat was produced who did not pay the jalkar. The Sonthals are now ap-
prehensive that a further jalkar will be charged to everybody for another tank
1n another village.

128. The following statement of some rents and areas of some villages in
Maureswar thana chosen at random for comparison shows both the tendency of

rents to be considerably enhanced and the loss in lands:—

= Past land Present
'g of Sonthals, gauthl:l:t of rent of P ?&t l:-elnt
=) aa shown 1n n » 88 [Bonthals, as| © nthals,
=] <VILLAGE Landlord settlement shown 1 sh as shown 1
— ¢ | settlement |} °d‘;" % | landlord’s
papers o ndlord’s
5 1892 papers papers papers
B . p (Re A Ggs. |B x. . |Rs. A as
1 | Agoa Mﬁhmt Bhagwan (676 6 12 (322 11 0 [494 13 8 (300 1 6}
ass.
2 | Rampur ...{A tenure-holder (609 18 0 | 2?3 1 5 [22417 0 |315 8 0
3 haga Ihtto ...1174 17 0 [ 141 13 7 |148 11213010 O
4 | Pacham Ditto 89 6 12 27 &6 b5 64 2 O 73 4 O
5 | Raapur .. Mlo)hmt Bhagwap |122 9 0 66 3123162 2 8 40 13 12%
ass
6 ) Nimpahari Ditto .1188 12 4 70 1 17% 9 17 4 (101 4 156
7 | Xalaipahan Datto . {107 <19 8 36 7 6|76 9 12 67 7 15
8 | Polashbonx Duto 940 19 13 | 409 12 7 82010 B | 421 3 2

The figures for Rampur are extraordmnary, but aro correct. Vwde Appendix I(a) No. XV

129. Sadder subdivision —The area 1n Sun differs in respect of rents in
that there has been no settlement, except i1n a few willages belonging to the
Mahuaraja of Burdwan. In the other villages, the total rent of the wvillage has
been 1ncroased from time to timo by the proprietor after a rough appraisement
or a measurement, fresh paffas being given on such occasions In one wvillage
of Karanjabani, there was an incronse from Rs. 9 to Rs,55 1n the rental of the
village after a measurement in 1311 The receipts show a remtal of Rs. 110,
with a remssion of Rs. 55. The nrea 1s 207 bighas 7 cottahs. The Hetampur
Raj also has increased the rents of its villages. In Moralpur the rent was
first Rs. 56-10, then Rs. 80, and now Rs 171, and mn Kusumkandar 1t was first
Rs. 32, then Rs. 45, and ncw Rs. 85. Without measurements 1t is impossible to
say bow far these rates aro wrong. What 18 clear?' wrong ia the large sudden
wncrease, whether the actaual increase be justified by the increased cultivation
or not.

In the Burdwan Khas Mahal settloment rents were increased ,on aceount of
increased cultivation, but this was done gradually. For example in Moldanga
the rent of 242 bighas 2 outtahs 10 dhurs was increased from Rs. 50 to
Rs. 88-11-3, by an arrangemont that Rs. 60 should be paid for three years,
Ras. 70 for the next three years, and then Rs. 88-11-7

In Bolpur, Maulvi Saiyid Muhammad Nasiruddin reports that the old rate
of rent varied botween 8 annas and to 12 annas per bigha, and in many cases
it has now been 1ncreased tq Re. 1 and Re. 1-12 a bigha, but where it was
originally fixed at Re. 1 a bigha that rate bas been maintained.

Areas aro not always mentioncd 1n the receipts, and somo cases have been
found in which no reeeipts are granted.

BANKURA

130. 1t has been stated that when a mahkajan has obtained possession of
a village, he has gencrally frightened or persuaded the villagers into executinﬁ
registered documents for their lands at enhanced rents. Such a statement woul
probably be true of the state of affairs some years ago, and was probably true
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then in the case of almost every village which wont into the hands of a makasan,
e.g., Harnagurni, where the rate of rent per rek was increased from Rs. 3 to
Rs. 7. But it is not literally true of the present day, though recent instances
have been found in which the makqgsans have increased the rents. The mahasan-
proprietors find it difficult to prove their right to an increase of rent in Court,
and many instances have been found in which they have been unsuccessful.
They find it more advantageous to involve the Sonthal in debts, then buy his
land and resettle it at a high produce rent.

131. 'The method of raising rents by ineasuring increased cultivation and
assessing the increase to rent is not very prevalent. In some of the villages of
Messrs. Gisborne and Company, rents have been increased in this way. In onc
village. Pindagadia geprendix I (), No. XXIV ] an enterprising Sonthal head-
man had measured the lands in the village, but bad been unsucceseful in rasing
the rent in the Civil Court.

132. Jangalburs tenures, from their nature, and also Mandali tenures are
liable to increase in the rent, ¢,g., a patta of 1873 for Ruktagarua shows that the
rent from 1280—1284 B was originally nsl, and 1t was then assessed at Es, 7.
It is now Rs. 23  In Tilaikanali, a pa¢zz was given in 1888 with rent at Rs. 20
plue half the sd! cut. The rent had originally been Rs. 4. In Polasbam, a
paita was given in 1889 for a term of years ona rental of Rs. 21. Subsequently,
in 1800, a mokurars patia was given to all Sonthals on a rental of Rs. 74, eight
pounds of janka,* cight seers gundls, eight seers bajra, one seer ghee, one seer kag
and eight seers kalas. The rent had been raised to Re. 60 1n between  But with
no measurements, 1t is difficult to say that the increase in rent was not perfectl
justifiable; at all events there has been no excitement amongst the Sunthals
concerming the increase. But in a very large number of wvillages, omitting the
change to 8 produce rent after a sale rents have not been :ncreased for many
years. This is almost universally the case where ther¢ has been no recent
change of proprietors.

133. Comparison between past and present rent-rolls was practically
1mmpossible, as the tenure-holders 1n the majority of cases said that rent-rolls did
not exist. This, judging from the haphazard way in which receipts sometimes
are and sometimes are not granted, and the fact that measurements are not, as
a rule, given on the receipts, is possibly the case. Those thut I saw were of
little value. The rents :n some Ghatwal villages in Chhatna were compared
with the Ghatwali chithas prepared during the Ghatwal settlement, and the
rent was found to be the same. In one Ghatwal village that has been sold, the
purchaser 18 trying to increase the rent.

134. On the whole, 1t can safely be said that a noticcable 1ncrease in the
rates of rent is not a characteristic of tbe Sonthals i the Bankura district,
ozcept when there has been a change of title wn the land. 'i‘ho oxception 18 & very
big one. When a mahkajan-proprietor buys land from Sonthal, he proceeds to
resettlo 1t with the latter at a very highly-increased combined moncy and
Produce rent, er sunply a produce rent, e.g., Jherka Manjhi, of Goberda

Appeudix I (2), No. VIII}, sold 2 bighas 10 cottahs rented at 12 apnas 1n
Goberda. He got it back at a rent of 8 mavnds, valued by the makqyua at
Rs. 16. This, however, is moderate. In Tilubad [Appendix I (3, No X7 a
sazha rental 18 8 maunds a bigha for good land, and in other villages sajha at
11 maunds a bigha has been found. In Ledhapakur [Append:x 1 (3), No. XXV ]
the rent hias been increased from Rs. 20-10 to Ws. 31 plus 58 maunds, ¢ e,
to about Rs. 147, tuking the mahajans standard valwe of the maund at Rs. 2.
Mhny nstances will be found in tho Appendix. Receipts are not always given.
When no settlement has been made 1 wnting, the proprietor docs not consider
it 18 mcumbent on him to grant receipts. Ho marmtains the Sonthal
has no right o1 iS merely an under-raiyat. The Sonthals aro rather
lucky in that there hnve not been many untoward results. I am inchindd
to beheve the formation of a Munsifi at Khatra has had a good effect.
This system of mck-rentmf 18 a characteristic particulaily of Khatra
and Raipur thanas. Beveral examples of Road Cess being charged at very
high rates have been noted c.g., Goberda and Regnat 1n the [Appendix I (2),
Nos. VI11I and XXVI).

®*Pulses
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MIDNAPORE.

135. Mudnapore Zaminda:i Company ( Thanas Binpur, Garbheta and Salbans) —
1 ipstructed my ~Assistant to obtain past jamabandis irom the Manager, but
the latter failed to produce them In Binpur there has been, and is apparently
still going on, a gradual mcasurement of the villeges in the Silda Pargana,
hut us to how rents would bo increased, the Asgeistant Manager, I interviewed,
was 1eticent  All the information available was that rents would be increased
by 2 annas 1n the rupce of rent, where there was reason for dowmng so, and
fixod rates would bo settled for fiesh cultivation. In Kamarbandi I obtained
a list of rents, Rs 7-3-10 for bighas 17-6-4 for some recent fresh cultiva-
tion, which betokons a moderate rentul. But the Sonthal Mandal himself, while
objosting to the increase m his own rent, makes a considerable profit on the
¢olloctions of the wvillage [vide Kamarband: in Appendix I {¢), No.1]. In
Garbhcta and Salbani, generally spouking rents have been iucreased. This 1s
well 1llustiated by the villages 1 the Appendix. The average rate in the
broken wvillagos of these thanas is very much lgher than in the intact villages
of Ramgarh (#:de stutement below)

136. Ramgari and Lalgarh (Thana Binpur) —The Rajas of Ramgarh and
Lalgmih arc, 1 am informed, addicted to measuremont of increased cultivation
The statement on the next page gives some 1dea of the change in rates and rents
m Ramgorh. 1t does not uppear from these figures (collected by Maulvi Seryid
Muhamimad Nasiruddin) that there 1s very much to complain of 1n the rates at
which 1ents aro assessed for increased cultivation Some of the villages 1n the
Appendix however show rents that have been increased out of proportion to the
increasc of cultivation.

137. Delyabera (Thana Gopiballabhpur).—The rcnts have not been increased
for 12 years since 1896 97, when a moasurement of the whole mehal was under-
taken, and rents fixed at different ratos in different villages for different
classes o1 land, l1revious rent rolls were not forthgoming.

The following
is a specimen of the rates in Dhammare village ' —

Rent per bigha

(logn 6 ft 9
Upland— :K‘:lel::m
1st olass Zals . rer . 14
2nd ,, ” see e 10
3rd ” 2" sas 8
Rice land—
1st class jul 14
2nd ,, ,, .o e . 10
31'(1 2 1) ase - 8
4th td) bAd ese 6‘
3rd elues pul (rabr lands noar the river) . 8

138 Khelar-Nayagram (Thana Goprbaliabhpur)—In Nayagram there was a
measuiement and sctilement by the Court of Wards in 1886, In 1898-99 the
uPlunds or dzki lands hitherto unassessed were measured and assessed to rent.
The estato used to cultivate indigo under an arrangcment that the raiyats were
to sow half a higha of indigo for each plough they owned, and in return
they were poimitted to cultivate as much dake land as they pleased. In 1898
indigo was stopped owmg to the faling off m price. The four indigo
tactones of the estaic were closed, and in thé following year all the uplands
w{?mt weasuted, and an amicable scttlemont of the same was carmed into
efiec

_ A statement 18 given on the next page showing the result of this settlement
in o few sclected villages.  But though the assessment in some villages waa largely
icieascd thoro are now no complaints regarding the increase , in point of fact

it 1s regarded as & blessing 1n exchange for the labour of cultivating indigo,
which from all accounts was not very popular. ¢
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Tenancy Act now

139. Nayabasan and Rokuns.
last settled in 1886 and 1891, re

change, so far 88 my mformation goes.
going on, or havoe jus

Chiara and Nayabasan,

In the northern thanas of Mij
lands on lar

47

—In Nayabasan and Chiara the rents were

less prevalent eastwards and southwards.

spectively, and since then there has been no
There are settlements under the Bengal
t been completed in Jhargram, Rohini,

dnapore the practice of makajans letting out

ge produce rents is much the same as in Binpur thana, but 1t gets

RaMGARTT
— Name of Old area held Prf'r;tb““ ‘
e Zumindar Name of Village | by Sonthal Sonth Old Jama Prerent Jama Remrngs
Mandal ﬁ
andel
|
B¢ », B «p
1 | Bajs of Ramgarh| Harulia w9 B 193 910 946K 2 r 0§ 4. In 1266 the yamn
m 1291 Rs 27 11-3} Ra 50-9-4§ was Hs 418
plus 94 Ara
paddy for Rs
142
2 Ditto Benagaria 76 610”7 118 910 164 4K, 184 121
1302 to 1408 | 1309 i0 1316 Rs 19-8.6 R 31-13 0
3 Ditto Chota Brindnban- 41 7 0 6410 6 1 4 paddy 1a l4x
pur n 1505 Rs 2350 Fs 2780 °
4 Ditro Chunpara Mot Mauze 182 0 o RB. 12.0.0 12 4
1676 coBy Rs. 14-0-0
rutuin
6 Ditto Gaym Hi 13 o 11113 0 22478 8y 224 7x 6 | Nochange
in 1294 Rs 47-11-6 Rs 47-11 6
6 Ditto Bonpokharia A1 0D 0 219 0 0 264 254 (1t 18 elleged 1hat
n 1889 RBs 4290 Ha 42-9-0 the old willage
7ama was Rx 12
and 12 Aras
7 Ditto Bandgors S s 0 1583 4 © 412 Th R 412 Tir paddy)
patie 1886 Re 87-16-9 Re 97-16-8
) A=ara =16 kuns,
K=kun=16 pas
P=paw
Rents are paid 1n money and 1n gratn
Jamalandis of the Klelar-Nayagram Eslate
| BETTLEMENT OF RENT oF
LANDSs, EXcLUDING SE?[}::I:;: ot
Seﬁ‘:l Name of Village | Year Urtaxn, Year
i
' Ares, Rent I Area Rent
B k cu.| Rs a. o8 B « cu|Rs A s
1 | Basyabhol .. 11884121 6 4 610 741 1899)46 8 8|14 6, 6'
2 | Pualasya . 1861200 3 5| 78 11 6} w |26 11016 1183
3 | Panchgachia .. s (130 014 ] 49 14 5} » (147 16 8|06 1 04
4 | Rokhnimara ., (11114 0 36 11 0} w |86 112]38514 0
5 | Mohonpura ...| 1836 {189 2 0| 118 1 11 » 89810 9 (109 8 3%
6 |OChlmda . 181 6 4(114 010} w |20 8 0 6 6 5
7 | DBara Talpada 1854 |102 14 0| o8 7 7 o R06 1 12190 12 4}
8 | Rakhm .~ J1885]188 4 4| 94 2 10% - | 47 1 4|21 & 8
9 |Astia 1884 199 814 | 37 9 04 , 162 2 7|73 715
BALASORE
140. There has been no recent mcrease of rent, The last measurement

in the four-annas share of pargana Fatehabad wasin 1305. The old jamabands
papers are said to be non-oxistent, but rents appear to be still low. In the other
ten-annas share, ronts have been the same for at least 20 years, since the
last measurement when rents were fixed.
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CHAPTER VIII.
EFFECTS OF SETTLEMENTS.

(Terms of the Reference No. VIII.)

BIRBHUM

141. The effects of the different settlements in Birbhum have already
been observed as different questions arosc If remaimns only to bring briefly
together the leading results of these settlements. There have been three
settlements .—

(1) Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha’s settlement (1881—83), in which practi-
cally all the Sonthal villages in the Rampur Hat subdivision
were measured, in which a compromise was arranged between the
proprietor and & headman, and in which certain rates of rent
given m Chapter VII were fixed. This was not a record-of-rights
under any law, but a record of rents and areas,

(2) Munrhi Nundji’s settlement of the estate of the Mohant of Mollarpur
(1891—93) under the Bengal Tenancy Act, forming a record of
existing rights and conditions, in which rates of rent were fixed
for the Sonthals.

(8) The Burdwan Khas Mahals sottlement under the Bengal Tenancy

- Act fimshed 1 1892.

142, The principal results of the first guasi settlement, so far as the
Sonthals are concerned, are as follows —

(1) The breakage of the Mostagiri system has been delayed. In the
villages settled with a Mostagir one third of the villages are now
broken, whilst in the unsettled village the proportion is three
quarters.

(2) By fixing a low rate of rent, a restrictive influence has been brought
to bear on the increase in the rate of rent. Though rates are
now being increased, and in some cases vory largely, there can be
no doubt that they would have been very much higher, had it
not been for this settlement.

(3) The Sonthals have acquired rights as occupancy raiyats.
It has had no effect in the following particulars :—

(1) 1t has not prevented the proprietor from charging higher rates of
rent for excess land or for fresh settlement of land, though
a8 before there has been a restrictive influence at work.

(2) It has not prevented transfers.

(3) It bhas not entirely done away with illegal abwads or amias
exactions. ‘

(4) Though a chittha or detailed description of the lands in the whole
village was prepared, no kkalsan was given to each raiyat. Con-
sequent on the inevitable changes since 1881, and the amount of
rzzla.mation that has taken place, these chilthas are now of little
use.

143. The main effects of the second settlement were in effect to settle all
outstending disputes between the landlord and tenant, to confirm the rights of
the Sonthals as settled raiyats, and to fix the Sonthals’ rent at rates less than
those fixed for Dikkus. ut it has not prevented the Iandlord illegally
increasing the rates of rent for excess cultivation. In a few villages, eg.,
Rampur [Appendix I (a), No. XV), the record-of-rights has been absolutely
ignored by the intermediate tenure-holders.

144. The effects of the third settlement on the Sonthals have been unfor-
tunate 1n one respect owing to there being mno law regarding headmen. In
the report the following remarke occur :—

The Manjhi jotes prevailing here, are to all intents and purposes the same as ordinary

i gottled >’ holdings, but they partake somewhat of the mnature of “temures’ properly
so-oalled. The Manjh: or Mostagir 18 the Sonthal village headman, who takes a settlement
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of large tracts of land and sublets 1t to Bonthal settlers in small patches, reserving a portion
for luis own use They hold generally at low rates in consideration of their usefulness to
landlords 1n reel.nmmﬁ waste-lands. As a hardy race acoustomed to a rough life, they are
pre-emunently fitted for all kinds of difficult cultavation, and are on this aocount very

muoch 1n requisition among Birbhum land- for bringi b lond it very
tracts under the plough. & um land-owners for bringing barren hig s an o:

. 145. These remarks demand some eriticism. Inthe first place, they give the
impression that the Sonthal 1e the landlord’s labourer, whoee use 18 to reclarm-
land for the ultimate benefit of the landlord. This 18 entirely the landlord’s
point of view. He forgets that the Sonthal has made the land out of what
was to him then an almost valueless assst. He proceeds to raise the rant, or
to try and oust the Sonthal, because he is covetous of the fruits of the Sonthal’s
labour. It 18 only recently tho landlord has bogun to exploit the jungles, and
to preserve them for their timber. But in this area he has now no opportunity
of doing this, as there 18 practically no jungle left. It seems to be tﬁe duty of
Government to combat this forgetfulness on the part of the propnetor.

In the second place. the recording of the Manjhi, as e scttled raiyat,
has had the unfortunate effect of causing all the othor Soathals to be recorded
ns under-raiyats. I'he result 1s that in neighbouring villages hold by small
proprietors, whenever a Sonthal willage is sold up for i1ent, all the Sonthals
are treated as under-raiyats and are dispossessed. For instance, in Dhangal-

ara, a mahaojan bought the village from the Mostagir and obtained recogmtion

y the proprietor (not the Maharaja of Burdwan). The mahajan deliberately
defaulted 1n tho payment of rent ; he was sold up for rent, and all the Sonthals
were dispossessed  He 18 ea1d to have been in lengue with the proprietor, who
has now got %kas possvssion over all the lands, and 1s going to give the makajan
a lease of them In Moldanga, where the Sonthals are recorded in the record-
of-rights as under-raiyats of the Mostagir, some of them have sold their lands to
mahajans, who refuse to pay rent to the Mostagir. Conscquently the Mostazir
cannct pay lus rent, and the village will possibly be sold up for rent, with the
anticipated result that onc of the maksjans will somehow or other obtain posses-
sion of the hamlet and oust ull the Sonthals from possession.

146. Mr. Skrefsrud s villages have heen measured by him, and assessments
madc at rates similar to those fixed by Babu Bhuban Mohan RRaha, or in some
cases at lower 1atcs. The totul rents are hugh, but the vihages are much larger
than the ordinary Sonthal villeges. One thing to which defimte exception
must be taken 1s t{e illegnl gomastha cess of onc anna 1n the rupoe. There 18
howover not much doubt that the wvillages aio kept 1n better order by the
Revd. L. O Skrefsrud than other villages 1n Birbhumw.

147 In the uusettled area 1in Rajnagar and Muhammad Bazar, except for,
the Buadwan settlement, the majority of the villages have never been settled,
and tho raiy ats are at the wercy of the landlord, so far as the total of the rents
is concerned® in 1ntact villages, 1n this respect 1t differs from the settled
villages 1n the Rampur Hat subdivirion, where they dre more at the wercy
of the lahdlords, so far as excess cultivation 18 concerned. In broken villages,
in the unsettlod aren of Ru)nagar, there has been httle restiictive influence,
beyond the neighbourhood of the Sonthal Pargapas, at work n greventmg
rents being raiced For exawple [Appendix [{a , Nos, XVIl and XVIII] sn
Madempur the rents now average 12 annas a bigha, and 1n Kuralwetia Rs. 1 a
bigha, which arc much Ingher than the rut¢s, to which the zamindars 1n Rampur
Hat subdivision have yet been able to raise their rents.

In Bolpur the condition of the Sonthals 18 reported to be better, but this
is doubtless due to the fact that the cultivation 1s more recent.

BARKURA, MIDNATORE AND BALASORE

148. There has been no settlement in the areas in Bankura or Balasore
under report. 1ln Midnapore the settlements in Jhargram, Nayabasan, Chiara
and Rohim are only just completed. or are stall guing on, and 1t is too early

oto ascertain their effect.
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CHAPTER IX.

SUBINFEUDATION BY THE PROPRIETOR.

(Zerms of the Reference No. VI.)
BIRSHUM.

149. In this area there is a large number of proprietors, most of
them small ones, who are ether patnidars, darpainidars or scpatmdars.
In these circumstances, it 1s dificult to draw the line between the actual
zamindar and the tenure-holder., There are a few landlords, ke P. C. Pande
of Pakour, who accopted Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha’s settlement in 1881 and
has not even changed the rents of the wvillage since then, although there must
have been considerablo reclamation. Thero 15 a big proprietor, like the Mohant
of Mollarpur, who up to 1892 was always fighting with his tenants, and was
then ‘believed to have been most oppressive, and who is now settling new re-
claimed land at rates much Iugher than those settled by legal proceedings for
the Sonthals 1n the pargana. There aro landlords, like P. C. Chaudhry, who
has rccently incrcased his rents to quadruple what the rent was in 1881,
though the aren under cultivation bas only doubled. There are mahajan-
proprictors, like somo of the Mulhati Babus, whose saum has been to get most of
the cultivation of their vallages into their own hands.

In the Sadar subdivision, there 18 the Maharaja of Burdwan, who is
admittedly a good landlord.

150. Exactions of Re. 1 by the gomashta and Re. 1 by the peon per village
are by no means uncommon. In seme cases the Sonthals apparently pay some-
thing for their reccipts, but it is difficult to distinguish thie from gomashta-cess,
The Rev. L. O. Bkrefsrud charges gomashta-cess at the rate of one anna in
the rupee. I'lh1s 18 defonded by him on the ground that it is the custom in the
Sonthal Parganas. 1t finds a place mn his books, andited 1n Calcutta.

151. Bethbegar, or free labour, from the tenants at the time of ploughing
and harvesting the erop, is still taken by the proprietors, exther dlrectF or
indirectly by paying the tenants below the market price of their labour.
Vegetables are supphed free to the proprietors’ amia uns occasionally to the
proprnietor. Landlords occasionally come down to the village when the crop is
cut, there havo 1t sold to the makajan or banya, and the rent is realised on the
spot At all events all the landlords arrange to have some one present when
tEe crop 18 being cut. The Sonthals term 1t forcible realisation of rents, which
it really 1s. I have myself soen a zamindar1 peon 1n a position which can only
be described as that of a custodian of the raiyat’s crop, while it was being
threshed. He seemed a bit ashamed end divested himself of the large staff ke
was currying.

152. But the matters nentioned in the last paragraph do not trouble the
Sonthals much, excopt in a few cases. Theiwr main objections are to the
dispossession of land by mahajans, to the loss of the headman’s right and to the
raieing of rents, Changes in ownership by sub-infeudation since 1881 are not
very common, but 1n the Appendix will be found several instances to prove that
in such cases tenure-holders are more oppressive than landlords. In Jitpur
|£Appgnd1x I(a), No. 1] the makasan put in by the proprietor 18 assessing rents

or excess cultivation at double rates. In Karangdih [Appendix I(a), No, 111
a simila1 mahajan has dispossessed the Sonthals of most of their lands and turne
them into their servants, In Debdattapur and Dbarmpur { Appendix I(a),
Nos, VIII and X] the Sonthals have become the servants of the owners. In
Dhaimpur one of the owners has given to his own son and others a lease of some
Sonthali land 1n the village, which he hiad obtained by sale, and now the son
has become a raiyat and planted Sontlial under-raiyats on the land. In Bajpara
[Appendix 1(¢), No. X11] a mukhtear bought the village at an auction-sale, and
proceeded to raise the rents from Rs. 18 to Rs. 3. In the Mollarpur villages,
mtermediate tenure-holders are absolutely ignoring the record-of-rights. Far
cxample, In Rampur they have taken away all the uplands of the Sonthals and:
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increased the rents [Appendix I(a), No. XV). There is not tho slightest doubt
that tenure-holders are more oppressive than landlords. Thewr aim 18 to

make money out of the village. They have genorall ly that vill d
can therefore devote their att‘gntlon to’it. ge ey ony Mt ilage an

BANKURA.

153, To the question what cffect the practice of subinfeudation by
zamindars has had on the Sonthals, the only answer can boa most adverse
effect. To the other question, wheother tenure-holders are more oppressive
than zamindars, the answer 18 undoubtedly “yes,” provided thoy sre mahajans. a
'The reason is that in Bankura, subinfeudation takes tho form of subinfeudation Pages s 2,
to money lenders or grain-dealers whose only object is to make moneoy. But '%*%
in this area there is very little chance of a comparison between the methods
of the zamiwdar and the tenure-holder, because subinfcudation 18 so very
prevalent; the large zamindars have let their villages out on lease or distri-
buted them amongst their adhorents, in a number of cuses are heavily
involved and in other cases their estates have been sold up 1n satisfacvion of
their debts. The villages under tho Chhatna Raj have beon leased to tenure-
holders, so long as the villages were under the Raj they appeir to have been
intact, but the tenure-holders proceeded to break down the system and raise
the renis. As an example of the kind of thing a tenure holder indulges in,
the oldest and largest village in Chhatna may be cited. Tho tenure-holders
brought successively against the Sonthai headman, who was formerly a
substantial mokurridar, a smit for componsation for having cxcavated a fand
and turned waste-lands mto cultivation, a criminal case for having cut trees,
a title smit for the uncultivated area and a ront suit on account of increased
demand, but each of them was decided 1n favour of the headman. But the
headman and his co-sharers had already executod a mortgage bond for
Ra. 399 1n favour of ane Gayaram Kar, who is said to have paid no weady
money, but promised them to look after the civil suits and supply the
necessary oxponscs, As he failled to do so, others camo 1n u.n(l) looked
after the civil suits, to whom the headman and his co-sharexs had to
transfer their lands on the termination of the civil suits for the expenses they
hed incuired, and so on, until tho mokuraridar was 1uined. In Chhatna
tho Tambolis (or betel-sellers) possess the worst roputation as tenure-holders.
They are also eultivators and masajans, and indulge m all the usual madayani . .,
practices 1n order to obtain possession of the Sonthals’ lands. The smaller
tonure-holders also indulge a littlo in arbitrary eviction.

154. Kbhatra thana used to be colled Dhalbhum, and formerly belonged to
8 Raja of the washerman caste. It is now divided nrto two estates, Supur and
Ambikanagar The greater portion of the Supur estate has beon sold, and
that of Ambikanagar has been sold to Sir Sourindra Mohan Thakur, and 18 1n
the Court of Wards. The ng landowner as the immediate rent-recciver of the
Sonthal does not now exist, ocxcept in the villages under Su Sourindra Mohan
Thakur, Messrs. Gisborne and Company and the Simlapal Raja, the makayans
have taken the place of the rent-receivers, The result 18 [e:de 1n villago
Goberda 1n the Appendix I (), No. VIII] that they immediately try and get all
the land 1n their possession. In the same village the makazan proprietor charges
road cess at an illegal rate, about 2 annas in the rupee. '[he difference between
the ways of the mahajgn tenure-holder and the zamindar are well illustrated in
the village of Hainngurm: (Appedix I (4), No. 1X] by the rents. Where the
mahajan has bought land, he lets 1t out again aut a bigh produce rental cquivalent
to twenty fold the original rent, but thoe zamindar 15 content to inciesse the
rent, when land has been sold up to a hittle more than double the original [vide
case of Duma Manjl No. (7)]. T h'e Sonthals respect the Khatra Haja, but
dislike the makajan-proprietor and his ways.

155, In the Raipur thana, portions of the estate of Syamsunderpur have
been sold, Phulkusma has also been sold ; and Raipur has been leased out to
Messrs. Gisborne and Company in satisfaction of debts, Of the nillages examined,
except those held by Messrs. Gisborne and Company, all the villages were held
by tenure-holders, mostly makajans. An occnuox_ml village would be found, hike
l:glodkn.nah, where the proprietor was a Bengali Brahmin, and not a makajan,

[] a 2 L]
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who admittedly treated the Sonthals well. In Onda the tenure-holders are
not reported to be oppressive; in this area the Sonthals cultivate most of the
lands dkagti. Bethbgear is practically a universal institution. In some cases,
as in Goberda and Harnagurni, the Sonthals have to give bethbegar both to the
immediate rent-receiver and tho Khatra Raj. Thoy appear to give it wllingly
enough to the Khatra Raj, which they regard with respoct and a certain
amount of sympathy on account of its indebtedness. Besides Jethbegar,
vegetables have to be provided either for the tenure-holder or for the
zamindar’s amla. At festivals or funeranls a subscription called mangar 1s

levied. 1f a mahajan-proprietor buys a horse, the Sonthals ere made to
contribute towards its purchase.
MIDNAPORE

156, The Jungle Mabals, divided as they are between large pro-
prietors, of which the chief are the Midnapore Zamindari Company, the Nawab
of Murshidabad, the Maharaja of Mourbhanj and the Raja of Jhargram, may be
divided into two halves. The northern half is that in which the Mandal or
Aimadar or Ijarader correspondsto a tenure-holder, and has intervened between
the propnetor nnd the raiyat, and the southern half 1s that where the mandal
or Pradhan 1s practma.lf'y only the zamindar’s tahsildar or does unot exist
at all, and there 18 practically no subinfeudation As to how far this state
of affairs has affected the Sonthal headman system has already been discussed
1n the chapter on that system

157. In the first area where the Mandal is also a makajan, he is enabled by
his position to carry on his mahazane business with greater success with his
raryats, and he 18 more opprossive than the proprietor. The Mandal in this
area also manages to distribute the rond cess he has to pay asmongst his
tenants; even the Sonthal Mandal doos so [vsde Kamarbandi, Appendix I (a),
No. I ]1n which village the cess has been levied at one anna in the rupee of rent
on cach raiyat). Bethbejar is sometimes taken. When the mahajan tenuress
holder obtains land from the tenant by arent or private sele, he lets it out ¢n
a produce rack-rent This the landlordproper does not do.

158, Inthesecond axca, the makajan is tabooed by the Jxroprietor asa tenure-
holder. In the first area, however, the Midnapore Zamindari Company 18 the
principal proprietor, and as a compuny formed to make mnoncy out of zamindari
they may be relied upon to obtain thewr pound of flesh 1 hey have increased
rents 1n the past in Garhbeta and Salban:. In Binpur they are about to do so.
Thoy seemingly are not free from trouble with the tenants. In one case the
zannndari peons had been sent fo obtain possession of somo jungle, but the
Sounthal who owned it resisted and shot one of the peons with an arrow.
The Sonthal wae convicted for this (he admitted to me he had shot the
arrow), but he was found .n possession of the jungle. 'Tbe other landlords who
demand notice in this aroa are the Rajas of Ramgarh and Lalgarh. The first
or his ancestor, as already rcmarked, has cut off slices of wvillages for his own
use when they are cleared and 1eady for a settlement. He ulso indulges in
periodical measurements and rewisions of rent. He charges mangan called
haliak: at the rate of a mnipee a plough on the occasion of a birth,
death, or marriage 1o his famly The Raja of Lalgarh charges a cess on the
profitg it realised by the Mandals from the raiyats over and above the rent.
This 1s called “* peryar munafar upar dharja.” In the south, amongst the other
large proprietors, little oppression now exiets, except by the zamindari peons
orami In Nayagram, there are many complaints against the peons of the
cstate, who always cxact somothing whenever they come to the village and who
take hush money from the Sonthals for catting the forbidden sdl. In the same
estate the renis were considerably enhanced on account of the assessment of duks
lands (uplands) m 1898 (vide Chapter on rent), but the present fixity of the rent
18 regarded as a blessing by the Sonthals, and there was no complaint regarding
this. Mangan, or a cess collected on the occasion of any ceremony or other
apecial reason, e.g , the purchase of an elephsnt, is common even amongst the
smaller of the large proprietors. Oecasionally the Sonthal does not even know
what the collectron 1s for.

BALASORE,

159 There are few remarks to be made on the subject of sulr
infeudation because the villuges are all #%as in the 10 anna share, and ate



BALASORE—- BIRBHUM —Subinfeudation —Eduoation 63

held by Sonthal Pradhans or Ijaradars in the other share. In the first area there
is practically no oppression by the zamindar, but the taheildars demand and
receive befhéegars for the cultivation of their own lands and are supplied with
fuel at certain festivals.

160. In the socond area where the amia have a great deal of power in the
estate bethbegars is smad to be regularly demanded by the amla. The amla in this
estate, as already noted, have taken advantage of their position to get lands
into their own hands by makajani. and a few 1nstances of arbitrary eviction by
them have also come to Light.

GENERAL

161  The real proprietors of the soil the Sonthals respect, howevor
much they grumble at their exactions, There are good and bad proprietors,
hat the tenure-holder is as a rule more oppressive than the landlord , far more 1f
he 1s a maiqyan, which he 1s to a large extent 10 Bankura and north Midoapore
and to eome cxtent in Birbhum: Such a tenure-holder receives no respect from
the Sonthals  Tho effect of sub-mfeudation on the village headman systom
bhas been sufficiently indicated 1n the Chapter on that system It is dafficult to
na?' of proprictors and tenure-holders which are more keen to break an intact
village.  On the whole, 1t 1s probably the latter.

CHAPTER X.

MiscELLANEOUS,
(Terms of the Leference No, X.)
The matter~ treated 1n this Chapter have only been the inoidental subjeot of inquiry ]
EpucaTion

BIRBHUM

162 The following note by the Deputy Inspector of Schools in Birbhum
1lu-trates the stute of edncation amongst the Sonthals 1n that distriet —

From a roference to my offico records, I find that the hiestory of Sonthal education
in this district dotes from the yecar 1881, when five schools were opened as an experimentai
moasuro crpecinlly for the education of Sonthal children, Bince then such schools have
been miaintmined with varying success, but the eduoation 1n them has all along been mainly
confined to the 3 Ris, taught through the medium of Bengah, the vernacular of the dstrict
T'he Middle school roturns sometimes show Sonthal pupils 1n stages higher than the Primary.
but such cases aregvery rare, and the exact number cannot be given, as figures are not available,
During the current yen:, as fur os I romember, I noticel two or three Sonthal pupils
receiving cducation beyond the primary stage 1n Middle sohocls A stutement showing
the progress- of Bonthnl education 1 this distriot during the qunquennium endiug 10 March
1909 1s annexed It shows that the progress, though not very encouraging duriug the first
three years of the quinquennium has, during lust two years, been sutisfactory as far as
schoois and pupile aro voncerned. But the progress of education 18 not judged ounly by
the number of schools and pupils, the prineipal tactor determining 1t being the effiocionoy of the
teachors and the taught hat we have done now 18 the collection of materials only, and it
will take yeats to complete the work of construction and consolidation, wh:oh, having regard
to the conservation of the Sonthals, cannol but be slow * * =* * * In 1907-28 the
Director of Publio Instruction (on the report of the District Magistrate) was pleased to sanction
Rs 4,600 for Sonthal education 1n this district, the full amount for which we have applied.
In the latter part of 1806-07, the Sub-lnspectors of Behools were requested to open new
Sonthal schools mm their respective arems, with the result that so meny as 61 schools were
returned 1 1907-08 Most of the existing schools are still n their 1nfancy, and 1t would be
premature now to eay anything about their snccees®* * * * The working of those schools 18
watohed with keen interest, not only by the Educational officers, .but also by the Distriot
Magistrats himself, and it 18 boped that the result achieved will, if not fully commensurate
to the cost inourred, bo not quite disappointing The Sontbal l:}»;lplls are oxom_pted from

ent of sobool fees, and a special Lower Primsary Soholnrslup as been reserved for them
t wall not be out of place to mention hero that the age hmit, which 18 13 years the oase
f aboniginel pupils competing for Lower Primary Scholarships, stands not infrequently 1n

Page 41
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the way of their getling such soholarships; and I am of opinion that i1t may be raised to
16 years, at least, 10 the case of scholarships reserved for them, if not for general competition.
A Sonthali-knowing Asistant Bub-Inspector of Bchovls has of late been appointed to
supervise tho progrcss of the Sonthal education in the distriots of Birbhum, Bankura end
Midnapore, end his efforts to populansoe education araong the Bonthals will, I believe, not
rrove altogether fruitless

Statement shewwing the progress of Sonthal Education w the Dwtrict of Birbhum du)ing the quinguennum ending i

March 1909.

=z |2 w8 A5 (&89 £ 2 |ESreNDITCREFROM| _, o EEE:]
& | E g %D:g -‘Eé E 9 i’,,-?'! PUBIIC 1UNDS _g?,‘.__g_g “73,_‘3 )
=3 & 3 Il = & (5 4 g o b -] ﬂ'—ol_I:: o b j
“ 182 qan 2”0 |82 |wle|g |8y | ®E3E |i3 3
Yeak, (5 | Zoom 088 (P8 (B o | 00t g w83 |&& ,g| REMarEs.
o ESa | PEE| "l BET | BRI K TE Rt
E-—i ="EE - e — 3_2'-0" g_-uE .s__q-q 08 -t sowc' sh‘a_g
S BEE TEE 827 BEE | EEe (5 B L | 2485 [Eied
B2 E%S | 5801888 2583 |20 |28 5| £ | E352 [EqE8
\.’w'owo e~~~ P Sa0 | 885 | k| 2 ) S 8E S Rdd
- [ & 7 & & A lale | & Z
- [ ]
I | i
1 2| 3 4 5 | 6 7 8 9 ‘ 10 11 12 13
I .
l — - -
1904-05 ... 1 18 | 1,034 17 | 486 27,607‘ 17 | 840 {117 | 957 |1 Upper Pn 4 }\
| mary pass- { AllLower
| . l ed > Pnimary
1905-00 . | 20 | 1,095 19 518 | 2R 449 18 825 113 | 938 Dutto 2 || echools.
1906-07 ... ( 29 1,040 28 48 | 27722 24 790 155 | 945 |1 Upper Pri- 3 |J
| mery and 1
l Lower I'n-
. ' mary pasied
1907.08 . 61 1098 55 (1,219 | 20,767 | 40 |4,600 | ... [4,600 |3 Upper In- 3N o
' mary and 2 pper
| Prima
Lower Pu~ I and (%
mary passed ? Lowe r
| J Pumary
1908 09 ,,. [ Gl | Iigures not avail- | 1,181 | Iigures not avail. | 4,600 4,600 |3 Upper Pri- 4 schcols
able now alle now mary and 1
. Lower I'r-
, mary passed l
163, Thero cartainly has beon an advance made in education, as compared
with the condition of Bankura and Midnapoie.* In the village of Gropalpur there
wero a8 many o4 20 Sonthals on the register, and only 15 Muhammadans  When
a school has been established 1 any village, the Sonthals of that village and
a fow from the willages very near attend 1t But, 1f the school s at a httle
distance, very few of the children do. In villages where there has becn much
dispossession, the peoplo are rathcr apathetic about educating their children,
as they say they have to woik now as labourets, and will always have
to work as such. TFor example, i Kalyanpur, the villagers go off to
work in the quarries of Pakaur, and take thoir children along with them.
Page 1 Theio ate a few, hut very fuw, well-edueated Sonthals. An examploe

18 Durga Manjbi, the Perganait in Rampur IIal, who has stirred the Sonthais
up to a sensc of their wrongs and guevances. 'o this I must add that
Mr Skrcfsrud, & matter which is well known to Government, has done a gront
deal towards educating the Sonthals. His Mission can be relied upon to fuinish
Sonthal school masters in t! ¢ Birbhum schools.

* District, Sonthal Number of
population Bouthal pupils

Birbhum . 47,221 1,184

Hankura 1,065,083 1,328

Midoapur - 1,45,361 1,48)
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BANKURA.

164. ‘“No one in the willage can read or write. We do not sond our
children to school. There is a mchool a mile off. It has a Dikku master,
We do not send our children to it. It 1s too far, We cannot pay the fecs.
Our boys are frightened of the Dikku boys. They ulso are required as
labourers.  Yes, we recognise that education will help us against the
mahajan. 1f there is a school close at hand, a Sonthal school master and no
fees, we would send our children to school.” ‘That isthe usual kind of roply
received. Somo of them, howecvor, nle very much alive to the nccessity of
cducation as & weapon egninst the mahajan, and would welcome c¢ducation.
There arc, of course, educated men here and there, and possibly 1n cvery
other village or 50 a 1nan can be found who can read and wnite, and 1n n few
villages even thico or four men. But in the north, in Cl:hatna, it is reported
that oducated pcrsons can almost be counted on the fingers of one hand, a
collecting member of a panchayat, two daffadars, one village school-master
and fcw othevs,

165. 'T'wo villages werc found in which Sonthal schools existed some
ten or twenty ycars ago, but they were subsequently discontimued 1n
onc fees had to Le paid, which was a deterrent. In anbdther village tho
childien uscd to go to school, but a Dikku school-master, who punished
them, was appointed instoad of a Sonthal, and they ceased going to school.
Where villages have just started with a Sonthal school-master, I have noticed
an increase 1n aitendance ’

166  Such an outlcok 15 not very encouraging , but, asa matter of fact, in
recent yeais some progress has been made in education, as the following
figures show —

1908-1D09 1902-1903
CLAss oF SchooL. Total | Sonthay | Total Sonthal

number, ?ln 1: numr ber upils

of pupals | pupLis ¢ pupils pup

|

ILigh English 2,161 ose i 2,116 ves
Lillgllle ‘f, e 1,928 | 1,867 2

»  Vornacula . 1,140 | 1 1,138 .
Upper Primary - 8,748 102 8,031 91
Lower ” ves . 28,354 024 1 21,851 395
Other Schoola vou 5567 i 1 315 6

Private Institutions 455 | 477 s
» Total e | 43,84G | 1,328 | 38,795 497

1t will appent that the number of Sonthul pupils has risen from 497 1n

1902-03 to 1,328, or by 831. The children generally end their education
ols
Pl‘lm;l:'g_’. ﬂc‘i: 13 10ported that as a rule the boys pay practienlly hittle or no foos.
The increaso 1 numbers 18 1epoited to be due to the intioduction of capitation
allowancea paid from thc departmental primatry grant to the guus for teaching
aboriginal pupils 1n addition to t{;e ordinary Distiict Board grant—a mecihod
rease paper numbeis. .

calcu}c&f;.d t'?‘]lchefcunrt),u;{;o ot Sonthal pupils to the wholo numbor of pupils is
3 02, , but as the percentage of tho Sonthal population to the wholo population
13 9 5, the number of Sonth- Iy attending school 18 comviderably in defoet of tho
popul'n.tmn. Under the 15 per cent. rule, 13,832 Scntials are of a school-going
age, whereas only 1,328 actually attend school, that 18 8'3 per cent. of ihe

£ hool-going age. . .. . .
thzi? ;;neggztothzr:care ng Sonthal teachors in the district against © and 11 in

the last two preceding years respoctively,
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169. The following table shows the number of scholarships awarded to
Sonthal pupils for the past four years .—.

NouumeEr oF BonTHAL Purils OBTAIN-
ING SCHOLARSHIPS

Upper | Lower
YEAR. Jumior | Maddle
Scholar- | Bcholar- FPrimary | Prumary
shi ‘m 801101&!- Bﬁhol"-
P P ship ship.
1908 . . - vee 1 2
1907 ces vae aee 2
1906 s 1 6*
19056 vee . ven 1 4

* Including one girl

170. The Sarenga Mission has also done a good deal towards the educa-
tion of the Sonthals, as the following account kindly given by the Revd. G. E.
Woodford will show -—

“ Our educational work amongst the Sonthals began at Bishnupur about
30 years ago, when a boarding school for Sonthal-boys was established, which
has continued up to the present time. It was removed to Bankura soon after
its inception, and there 1t developed into the ¢ Sonthal Training School.” Then
about nino years ago, when we took up the Sonthal work n earnest, and
established ourselves at Sarenga, tho school was transforred to that place. The
school 18 a Middle Vernacular school and has a good record. For a number
of years in succession our boys won scholarships, and quite a number of
teachers have been turned out by it. We have some dozen village schools in
connection with the Mission, the average about 20 pupils each, but are not
purely Sonthal, the teachers of all of which we have trained ourselves. An
even grcater number of our old Sonthal boys are running, with morc or less
success, independont schools in ghe district. Three or four of our best boys
have been sent to Bankura to read English, and onc of them takes his
mntermediate this year

About s1x years ago we established a Sonthal girls’ boarding school, which
teaches up to the Upper Primary standard only Our pupils m this school
are all Chiistians. Besides the ordinary subjccts, we teach the girls sewing
and diawn thread work We try not to lift them out of theiwr station. Our
aim 1s to creatc a commumty of intelhgent, thrifty, sobei, clean Sonthal
cultivators, m this aroa. There are from 40 to 50 boarders in each of these
schools. As a rule, the pupils in the village schools do not get very far
They nreo taken away to holp their parents whonever thoy are busy, and, being
discouraged, they soon give up reu(ru]g under such unfavourable circumstances
altogethor. In the boarding school, on the other hand, it is che rule for the
boys to rend ateadily, as long as wo see that there 1s any hope of their being
able to ofit by 1t

The Amcencan Baptists of Midnapore once had a lot of village schools 1n
this neighbourhood, and I am constantly coming across Sonthals who have learned
toroad and write under thewa. I uuderstani that Government used to give them
generous help for developyng education amongst the Sonthals. With help from
Government, we eould do much to develop the village schocl system 1in this arere

Probably a dozen men, who have read up to the Middle Vernacular
standard, are available as teachers, if Government require them.

If Government is in ecarnest about extending education amongst tho
people, I consider that a special man should be appuinted to work 1t up 1n each
arca. I e might work under the existing Educational authorities in each
district, but I should prefer that he did not. The essentials for successin
willage schools are periaps : —

(1) Ilolidays during tho very busy times of cultivation.
(2) Absence of fees.

(3) Employment of Sonthal teachers.

(4) Abszence of Hindu scholars, at least, in any numbcr.
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Ancther thing that I think the Sonthals feel is that there is no proapect for
them when they have learned, say up to the Middle Vernnouln.? atgzcdn.rd-
All they can look forward to now “is the becoming a teacher of an indepen,
dent Primary school, where they may or may not earn enough to keep body
and soul together. The District Board may possibly give a emall grant, but
that is uncertain, and depends on influence to a large oxtent,

It usually means great sacrifice for Sonthals to educate their boys up to

the Middle Vernacular standard, and f th If
conclusion that the result is not ,w:rthﬂi’::? ° ottt ear, ara coming to the

MIDNAPORE.

. 171. My information on the subject of the education of Sonthals
in Midnegpore is rather meagre. The are 45 Primary schools under the
control of the _Missionary bodies, where Socthals and other aboriginal
bodies receive imstruction, each having on an averago 20 boy pupils.
Altogether there are 900 boys'and 190 girls under traiming., All these schools
are taught by Sonthals, The number of Sonthal pupils in ordinary Primary

schools taught by non-aboriginal teachers for the last two years is as
follows : —

1908-09 .. . .. 381
190708 .. 387

The Midnapore District Board has reserved two Lower Primary sacholar-
ships for uboriginal pupils. In Jhargram; though many of the sl;{ools are
connected with, or contiguous to, Sunthal bodies, they rarely attend them.
But the statc of affairs is very similar to thal in Bankura, and south of the
Subarnarekha is ever worse. DBinpur, Garhbeta, Jhargram and Salbani are
well within the influence of tho different Missionaries, and efforts are being
made to educate the Sonthals, but even 1n Midni, a laige village of 69 houses,
where there is a school, only two pereons know how to read and write, and
four know a little. How liable to failure these efforis are, is obvions from the
fact that in two or three places hke Kristonagar there wero once schools,
which have now been given up There was another school at Chamarband
(Gopiballabhpur) under the Bhimpur Mission, with a school-master who was
pau{) Rs. 5 by the Sonthals ; but they ceased to pay, and the school ceased
to exist.

172. The Sonthals in this district are more or less apathetic on the subject
of education, but occasionally an enthusiastic Sonthal will be found who
wants his ehildron educated. One brought threo of his children to me for
examination. He used to send them to school in another villege, but had
taken them away because they only pretended to go. In Rohini also there
aroc comparatively a large number of Christian Sonthals, who are educated.
In the samo mahal there is a pathsala with a Sonthal guru who gets about
Rs. 4 or Rs. 5:a month from about 25 pupils paying fees varying from 2 to
4 annas a month. These remarks do not apply to the Bhumijes in Rohini,
who are still more backward. South of the Subarnarekha the almost universal
state of affairs is that no one can read or write, and no one goes to school;
indeed; in some places, they do not know Bengali well enough to go and
normal to labour amongst the Dikkus. Yet at Ambi there is a patksals whose
master is a Bhumij; be bas 30 pupils, of whom 10 are Bhumi} and 20 are
Sonthals, and he receives sbout Rs. 2-8, or Ra. 3 a month. Thoe school
had not been inspected by the rural Sub-Inspector for three years. The
percentage of Chnstian Sonthals south of the Snbarnarekha is very small.

BALASOLE.

173. There are 37 schools 1n the area inhabited by the Sonthals
in the permanently-settled part of the district, north of the Subarnerckha, of
which ten are classed as ‘Lower Primary Sonthali Missinn Schools, and are
managed by the Baptist Mission. There are besides this six other Mission
schooﬁ; of Iiﬁereut inds—kindergarten, girls,’ zenana and mistresses’.

174. The Mission are thus doing all they can to educate the aborigine,
Nevertheless, touring through the district and taking up haphazard villages,
the usual reply I received was that no one could road or write, and that uo
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one went to school. Sonthal school-masters are employed in the sohools; and
from the accounts and papers of one Sonthal school-master, 1t would appear
that no fees are clm.rge;St1 His remuneration was Rs. 4 a month; the total
number of pupils on his register 21, and the average attendance 76 per cent.

GENERAL

175. I entirely agree that the essentials mentioned by the
Revd. G. E Woodford are essential for success; of these, the most important
ore a Sonthal school-master, and the absence of fees; the holidays in cultiva-
tion time should be given as a matter-of-course, and the schools should be
for sborigines only. I would suggest that Sonthal education be developed on
these lines. Missions might be asked to mpﬂy school-masters, and in
return some subsidy might be given. The Sonthals of different villages would
probably agroe to build a house for the school-master. A clean house, such
as the Sonthals build for themselves, would be quite sufficient. I would
certaiuly not attempt to raise subscriptions for expensive schools built on any
stan lan. The first effort should be made in the Perganait’s willage
through tﬁe Perganait, and bis influence brought to bear on the Sonthal head-

men in all the other villages.

STATE oF LiQuor TRAFFIC.

BIRBHU M.

176. The Sonthal is proverbial for his taste for drink, but he prefera
to manufacture his own liquor called Aanri or nce-beer. This also he use.
for religious purposes, when it is made by the women in a ceremonial maunners
In this district at the Barna and Saharul festivals, its manufacture is allowed
on payment of a small fee. But there is no doubt that 1llicit manufacture goes
on at other times, although the Sonthal area 18 covered with packwai shops
held by Sunris as vendors. This pachwa: (Dikku rice-beer) is the favourite
drink of the Sonthal. Country-spint 18 too expensive for them. Some
say they do not care for it; others that they really preferit; but. in an
case, 1ts price is beyond the Sonthal, and he does not drink it. Women drin
rice-beer, but not packwa:r, because they are more particular in ceremon:al mrtters
than men and will not touch what a Dikku has prepared. The old men are
the worst drinkers, and the money that the labourers make is mostly spent in
the pachwas shops. But rdoney is not a necessity, as grain is eccepted in
lieu of cash. The Excise Deputy Collector reports that for a seer of paddy
by volume, a reer of diluted pachwai by volume 18 generally supplied. The
price of a seer of Paddy 18 about three pice, and that of a seer of pachwas one-
and-a-half pice. 'This agrees with my enquiries, which showed that the Sonthal
in giving grain had to pgy about twice as much as he would if he paid in money.
This barter should be stopped. Tbe Sonthal in this area wants to be allowed
to brew his own rice-beer: firstly, because he uses it at all religious ceremonies;
secondly, because the women can drink it; and, thirdly, because he wants to
drink without let or bindrance.

BANEKURA.

177. As in Birbhum, the Sonthals in this district are addicted to
hquor. They prefer, however, the hiquor made from makua, molasses, etc., but
where its price is too h]ﬁh' they drink pacAwas or rice-beer which they regard
as both food and drink. Pachwai from tne shop is practically unknown in
Raipur. They are allowed to manufacture rice-beer at home during the
Barna festival, but they want 1t for other festivals. For these ceremonies, and
for the uso of the women, they indulge in illicit menufacture. A good maius
crop is also said to lead to illicit distillation.

Grain is not accepted instead of money. Sonthal vendors are not employed.
Sonthals aro no more babitual 1n their attendance at liquor shops than Bauris
or other castes. )
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MIDNAFORE.

178. In Midoapore there is one striking feature in the state of the
liquor traffic which differentiates it from Bapkura and Birbhum, and that is
according to the Excise Deputy Coliector’s repurt, that Sonthal and Bhumij
sellers hold paciwai shops. Sonthal and Bhumij sellers ate found in almost
all shops. A Sonthal woman will drink the rice-beer prepared by a Sonthal in
such a shop. But no Sonthal will use it for his ceromonies, because it is not
progerly prepared in a cleau and ceremonial manner 1n new vessels. He
freely admits that for these purposes he manufactures rice-beer ¢f his own, and
Mr.J. B. Wood reports that the Excise peons meake hush-money out of this
illicit manufacture. It is supposed that educated persons drink less than the
ordinary Sonthal, I should not like to state this as a positive fact. Doubtless
under the 1mmedia.e notice of the Missionaries they ure temperate, but I have
seen oases, ¢.g., a 8chool-master intoxicated at 9 aA.m., which lead me to
accept such &n opinion with a cons:derable amount of reserve. It is their natu-
ral fault, and very difficult to eradicate.

Grain 18 not recerved instead of money in the shops.

179. Dastilled hiquor 1s regarded as a luxury, as compared with rice-beer,
which is looked upon as & necessity and as both food and drink. It 1s only
when the Sonthal comes back from the low-lands with a hitle money in his

cket that he drinks country-spirit, or when there is such a liquor shop in his
1mmediate neighbourhood. am informed that he prefers the spirituous liquor
in the cold weather.

[
BALABORE

180. The main difference betwoen the state of the liquor traffic 1n
this area and elsewhere 1s that houses are given Jicenses at 4 annas each for the
home-brew of rice-beer, and the Sonthals only obtamr lhquor from shops on
market days. The women prepare the rce-beer.

GENERAL.

181. In an early chapter it has been alread premised that
drink is ono of the reasons for the impoverishment of the Sonthal, by which
I mean drink obtained from the shop or outstill, where they spend the gramn
that the makwan has left them out of their harvest. The only way of stopping
this 18 to close hquor shops and outstills. .

182. Country-spirit they can do very well without, but_they cannot do
without rice-beer.  The latter is both food and drink to them, is healtby, and 1s
used by them at ther ceremomal and rehgmu_s feativals DBut it can only be
used then, when 1t 18 made by themselves in & special ceremonial manner.
Rice-beer made by u Sonthal at & liquor-shop cannot be used for these purposes.-
And, as a matter of fact, ns we bave seen, they manufacture 1t ilhatly, and
the gains go, not into the hands of Government as license fees, but into the
hands of thé smaller Excise officials as hush-money. There is therefore
ground for conceding that the Sonthal should have reasonable opportumities of
manufacturing this rice-beer._ The two festavals at which he is ellowed
to manufacture rice-beer in DBirbhum are not sul‘!iclent. The prowision for
house-tickets and for aboriginal village headman’s pqcﬁwm home-brewing
licenses under rule 13, section XI, page 131 of the Excise Manual, is all that
is required. In Balasore they have these house-tickets, and the Sonthals

liquor shop on market deys once a week. o
oan ‘i?:lytl?: t&f‘:ozthgil Pa gaI.,nns, Chota Nagpur and the subdivision of Banka,

i me-browing 1s allowed.
" Blh 8{,.3g g lp']l.:ll;,e cf::?atil(]); now nrisesgwhether these house-tickets, and the abolition
of the litiuor shop, would mend matters. Ibave it on the authority of Mr. Bompas
and Mr. Gregson, an official and a non-official whose acquaintance with the
Sonthal 18 of long-standing, that home-brewing would mean less drunkenness
and less poverty. It isa rather difficult question to answer when put to the
test of Bgla.sore where it exists, for there the land is B0 poor that in any case
the Sonthal does not appear very prosperous, and he also has his weekly
market liquor-shop at wExch he can spend his money. There is, howerver,
o 1 think, considerable force in the argument that, if home-brewing 1s auo;ma,
I
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then only a moderate amount of rice-beer will be drunk, becsuse the women
will only prepare sufficient for their needs aceording to their means. In
fact, in Balasore, the men admitted that the women did not prepare enocugh
for them. As to drunkenness and poverty, therefore, there is some reason
to believe that home-brewing will lead to less, provided the liquor shop is
removed.

The above is the case for the extension of the special provisions of the
Exeise Manual to the districts under enquiry. 1 have however no recommend.
ation to make as 1 understand the matter has been disposed of.

THE POSSIBILITY OF AGRICULTURAL BANKS OR GRAIN GOLAS.
BIBBHUM.

184. It has already been observed that the majority of the Sonthal’s
transactions are in grain. In this district he sells lus grain to pay his rent.
In December the prnice of paddy was 23 seers to the rupee, and the Sonthal
sold it at 22 seers, leaving the banya with a profit of one seer in the rupee. He
buys nis hquor with his grain. It is only in incidental cases, e.g., for

1 cattle, etc., that he wants money. What he wants is grain from the
tume his supply of the last year has run out till the next rice harvest. When
a debt is turned into money, the debt stands very little chance of repayment.
He has no idea of the value of money. For these'reasons a money agricultural
bank would be practically useless, und the development of grain agricultural
banks, or asthey are callog grain golas, should, if successful, go a.lon¥ way towards
the improvemoent of the condition of the Sont@als. Two essentials are neces-
sary for the conduct of o grain gola—the firat is a sufficient number of educated
men in the village, and the second the ability to conduet the bank in a business-
hke manner. As ignorance and thnftlessness, the negation of these twe
essentials, are two of the faults of the Sonthal, it stands to reason that the
extension of the system, except under the direct guidance of some competent
person, is remote. In some villages a sufficient number of educated persons
can be found, but the ability to conduct a grain gola in a business-hike manner
would be almost sure to be wanting. Such villages are to be found near
Mr, Skrefsrud’s Mission. He has suggested the formation of a grain gola at
Salbudra. I would suggest that one might be ini_;rodnced there, provided that
the Benagoria Mission will undertake to supervise it and, of course, provided
the Sonthals will accept this supervision. That they will do so is not very
certain. Mor. Skrefarud 18 not populur with them at present. ‘1 his supervision to
my mind is, however, a necessity. In this district, I understand, the Sonthal pays
up sgricultural loans due to Government with great promptitade, although Ke
has to borrow from the majajan at 25 per cent. to do it. Mr. Skrefsrud complains
however that he hag difficulty in realising the money loans he makes. One
reason for this is that it is a money loan; another that Mr. Skrefsrud is not
Government. If the Sonthals are led to believe that a gola is not an institution
under the control of Government, but a form of self-help, there will be a risk
of failure, The Sonthals appear to understand the principles of co-operation
involved thoroughly, and have expressed the most lively desire to have the gvlas ;
their ardour wms, however, damped by the knowledge of their lack of educated
men who could ron themn,

BANEKEURA

1856. There are no banks in this district under tha control of the
Registrar of Co-operative Societies. For the reasons alread Eivon under
Birbhum, money banks would be impracticable. The Revd. g . Woodford
started a bank amongst the Sonthals with & money branch. He found that
the realisation of money was & difficult task, and the bank has now become a
grain gola, pure and simple, which works without the slightest hitch. The

rate of interest is one kurs in the ara or 6} per cent. The . G. E. Wood-
ford is of opinion that grain golas can be easily exterded amongst the Sonthals,
MIDNAPORE.

186. Thero are at present nine Bonthal- agricultural banks in this
district. As to their working I have no knowledge. If they are money banks,
I recommend their conversion into grain golas, when the makgjans have been
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paid off. That supervision which is so very neoces exists in this district
to some degree. There are the Missionaries, and there is the Midnapore
Zamindari Company. Mr. Gregson of the latter company also is of opinion
that agricultural banks would be of little use, but that grain golas might be,
and he would be willing to co-operate. Mr. Wood, the Nawab’s Manager, is
about to introduce agricultural banks in the estate of Khelar-Nayagram.
Jhargram, being under the Court of Wards, affords Government with an
(l)gpportumty of starting them in that area, The Manager of the Mourbhanj

Estate of Nayabasan and Rohini could also be recommended to introduce them
in these estates.

BALABORE

187. There are reported to be no agricultural banks under the Registrar

of Co-operative Socleties in Balasore, but there are Missions here who could
work them.

GENERAL

188. The first thing to be done appears to be for the Registrar of
Co-operative Societies to obtain the co-operation of the different Missionaries Poge 92 (Reson-
in the different districts, and the other persons and bodies I have already ™™™ "
mentioned, 1 organising and supervismg egricultural golas. They will be
able to select suitable villages where there are educated men to run them.
Without personal supervision, there 1s little chance of the golas being a success
at present. As already stated, money banks are not likely to be a success.
The necessity for them 1s less, and & Sonthal will pay back a loan of
grain, but rarely a money loan It is “understood that one of the objects
of money banks is the paying off of mahkajans, but I thnk that the realzation
of the money lent would be %ound to be difficult, without forcing the Sonthal
to go to another makqan to raise it, This is what happens with the ngri-
cultural loans issued by Government. Two kisls are fixed as a rule. One
is fixed 1n the summer, when no Sonthel hasany money. As a result he has
to borrow from the makajan at 25 per cent. to pa{' back a loan which he got Page 92 (Rasom:
from Governmont at Gl per cent. Incidentally I may recommend that the mendstes Re 10)
kuis may be fixed by the Collector in such cases with reference to the time of
harvest of the Sonthal’s crops. .
189. It would be futile to recommend Government to start a huge grain
aud money-lending business with the Sonthals, but it is the only practicable
method of solving the problom of their indebtedness. 1t might, however, be
tried in Governmont estates The loans would have to be 10 grain principslly,
and given precemcal.

CHAPTER XI.

MIGBATION AND DEMAND FOR LABOUR.

(Terms of the Reference No. XV.)
BIRBHUM

. Rangamati [#:ds Appendix I(a), No.IV] affords a good example of the
migrnii?aory cuutogms of t%e Sonll?t[:nl. The cultivatign of the Eonthal in thirarea
is on the edge of the laterite soil that he loves, so that, when the pressure of
the population or the loss of his land drives him from his village, he is compel.
led to scek new land far away, if he does not remain to work as a labourer.
"'his ho has found in the Barind, already referred to, and in Murshidabad.
In the more northern thanas, a good number have emigrated to those places,
A fow have gone to Assam to tea gardens. Then there isa large amount of
inter-village migration in the neig bourhood. One man marries the danghter
of another who no son. He then goes and takes up his residence in the
latter's village. The family of one of the original clearers of the village is
left without a support ; the children occasxonallg go. back to the original
village from which their father came, or else follow their mother to her
on. .
vxlhgleﬁ’l?ndAssothe area is on the borders of the plain Eroper, there is no great
amount of emigration for labour. This the Sonthal finds at his doors. In the
porthern thanas, he finds employment at the Pakaur quarries, where they get
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five annas a box of stone, The whole family work—men, women aud children.
1In other places, they labour for the Dikkus in the neighbouring villages. Near
Rampur HAt, they also labour in that town. Others go and work in Bolpur
thana, and settle 1n the southern thanas as labourers. A fair proportion of the
Sonthals are now only labourers. As daily labourers, they earn about 4 or
5 annas a day. As agricultural labourers, they work as kriskans, eg., in some
cases it is said that the land-holder gives them 6 Jss of grain at 50 per cent,
interest ; for this they have to cultivate 12 bighas of land. They are allowed
one-third of the crop, from which they have to pay back 9 &is of grain.
Aesuming that they get about 30 ¥is of grain from 12 bighas of land, they have
very little left. All this contact wath Dikkus has hed a demoralising eﬂzct on
the Sonthal. The demand for labour has given him & means of getting ready
cash for his liquor Its presence at his door seems to be warping his energies
for seeking fresh jungles to clear, and he is settling down as a labourer.
Hitherto be hashad the reputation of being truthful. Here he has loat this to a
certain extent, but he has not errived at the stage of telling an untruth
without being almost at once detected.

BANKURA.

192. In Chhatna, nesr the coal-field, Sonthale, who have no lands, go
and work in the coal mines 1n the months of Okast, Bysak, Jeyt, and also 1n
&Bhado, Agin and Karisk, when there is no demand for agricultural labour at
home. They work for & fortnight or 20 and then return home, going again
after o few days. They earn about 4 annas a day. A few families who
bave lost all the lands, have emiiraied to the coal mines permanently. From
the south-western portion of the district emigration to the coal mines is by
no means prevalent, but from here they regularly go in large numbers to
Narmal, tEat is to Burdwan and the plains of Bengal for labour during the
transplanting and harvesting seasons, where they get as much as 5 or
6 anuas a da They bring back a small amount of money, Rs. 2 or Rs. 5,
and occasionally larger sums, with which they pay off the debts incurred by
their families in their absence. The rest zoes 1in drink. The class that labours
18 drawn from those who have got no lands; but two or three individuals from
large famihes. who have not sufficient cultivation, also go off and labour.
‘Fhe labourer who goes narmal 18 a less atiractive personage than the Sonthal
who remains in the jungle.

193. The Sonthals appear to have given up going to Cachar and Assam,
though they used to emigrate there. In Basdebpur one Sonthal actually
brought back Re. 100 from Assam.

MIDNAPORE

194. Aes in Bankura, there i1s a very large ~mount of biennial
emigration towards Narmal in the districts of Hooghly, Burdwan and
21-Parganas for labour at the time of the sowing and catting of the crops. In
the extreme south, 1n soine of the jungly villages on the Mowrbhanj border,
there 18 less of this emigration, but it has been given a filhip by the recent
scarcity, and they now go regularly. They come back with Rs. 2 or Re. 10
with them, with which they wipe off small debts incurred at home. They also
labour in the eastern thanas, Some of those in the south go to labour in the
large raillway works at Kharagpur. The Sonthals do not emigrate for work
to the mines, and only a few have gone to Assam.

195. The effect of this supply of labour is summed up as follows by the
Revd. A. L. Kennan® .—

Thousands of them, having become landless, wander the country secking coolie work.
The mingling of the sexes on the road, the miserable provision for their sleeping where thuy
ohance to labour, bemng herded together herc and there amongst constantly ohanging
compamons without any of the restraint of the village orgamsation to which they have been
acoustomed, 15 repidly lowering the morals of the community Moreover this wandermg life
rapidly destroys any 1nchnation they have towards patient industry. It is a feast or & famune.
It lessens their love for home. It tends to increase petty wayemde thefts and orimes. The
mortality amongst thess wanderers 18 very great, and greater amongst infants and ohildren

® From a lotter dated 31st July 1008 wrth which the potition of the Sonthals of Midoapore was
submitied Lo Government.
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who perish from diseases due to exposure. Those who retain therr lands are stll under a
cloud. No one kuows how soon he may be dispossessed. The enoouragement to unprove 1s
:bsent;' The better a man’s lands 1s, the sooner some Bengali will covet it, and oust him
rom i
196. Bouth of the Subarnarekha there is transmigration over the Mour-
bhanj border; and tpersons who have lost their lands, or have been pressed out

by the increase of population, have crossed the border to scek fresh lauds to

cultivate. But the foct that a large labouring population still exists there

and that labour is obtainable, leading to the condition of affaiwrs stated by
Mr. Kennan, seems to have 1n a measure demoralized their energies, and to
have made them less eager to seek out new jungles to reclaim.
Mr. Gregson is of opinion that 95 per cent. of the Sonthals in Midnapoie aore
now_labourers, or belonging to the Iabouring classes, with only a few bighas
barely sufficient for their necessities. This 18 possibly the case i1n Garhbeta,
Salbani, and the other areas hke Keshpur and Chandrakona in the plains
proper. But I am of vpinion that 1t 15 an exaggeration towards the west and

south. Though, no doubt, the proportion of labourers there is also large,
many of them have lands which are still worth saving,

BALASORE

187. The Bonthals of this district, though in each village there is a
fairly large labouring population, do not, as & rule, go to Narmal for work,
but go over to Danton in Midnapore, or labour for the Dikkus in the neigh-
bouning villages. Fox workmg in the neighbourhood they get 4 seers a day,
and 2 seers of fred rice. The demand fof, labour 1n the Bengal districts of

Hooghly, Burdwan, eic., does not sppear to bave penetrated amongst the
Sonthals here as yet.

GENERAL.

198. The demand for labour has had the following effect: It has had
the effect of diminishing tho mtenmtfy of any prevalent scarcity, of providing
labour for the landless labourer, and of helping the change of the population
gradually from a cultivating to a labouring population. = So far as making the
Sonthal better off, it has hud no effect at all, because the Sonthal spends all
the httle that he earns. Socially it has had 4 debasing effect, because in his
search for lahour he is freed from the influence of the wvillage community, and
1s thrown mto contact with all sorts and conditions nf persons, many of these
of a criminal type, from whom he derives looser 1deas of truth, morahty and
caste These evil social effects are 1n their turn weaning the Sonthal from his
bereditary occupation of cleanng the jungle.

CHAPTER XII.
OTHER ABORIGINAYL AND SEMi1-ABORIGIRAL TRIRES.

(Terms of the Reference No. X111.)

BIRBHUM,
PoruLaTION

| ol A s ]

Kodas. Bhuiyas. DBauns
Murari ves 727 41 97
Nalhata one 723 43 714
Rampur Hat:... 448 199 1,087
Maureswar ... ons 2,841 184 1,616
Bun . aee 2,827 829 9.663
Bolpur e .- 625 34 2,899
Dubrajpur ... 1,267 83 16,967

199. Aborigines, Kodas.—The Kodas are an aboriginal tribe (Dravidian),
who, in some villages 1n Birbhum, have cleared jungles in the same way as Ehe
Sonthals. According to the “Tribes and Castes of Bengal” they are allied
to the Mundaes, which places them at once in the same category as that of the
Sonthals. Ono of the #flas in Rangamati [Appendix I(a), No. IV] was
aade by a Koda. The Mostagiri right of that village wus held and lost by
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Koda. No detailed enquiry has been made into the condition of the Kodas
l‘:ut there is no reason whylnyydistinotion should be made between, them and
thm Sonthals if any legislation is undertaken. Lo

200. Sems-aborsgines, Biuiyas —They call themselves Ghatwals in Birbhum.
Their numbers are very small, but a few have been found who have cleared the
junglo and madc the cultivation of the village. They display a tendency to
adopt Bengali customs, and are generally classed as low-class Hindus, but are
realll)y an aboriginal tribe who come from the Tributary States of Chota Nagpur.
Cases have been found in which they used to pay through a headman.

201. Baur:s. —There are also a number of Bauris. Some of them are bearers
pure and simple, but others aro responsible for having cleared the lands of their
villages. According to the ‘ Trnibes and Castes of Bengal” they are classed as
semi-aboriginals, because their habitation is principally Western Bengal, and
because their appearance shows they sare non-Aryan, but they ere not allied
to any of the semi-aboriginal tribes, and they themselves profess to be Hindus.

202. Dhangars.—1 have becn unable to find out under what headin
Dhargars have boen entered in the Census Return. Two villages were foun
in which the Dhengars pay the rent through a Dhangar Mostﬁi.r, and another
[vide Debdattapur, Appendix I a), No VIII] in which they used to do so. This

roup is, fiom its absence from the Census Report, not a tribe. but a eynonym
or an agricultural labourer In this area they appear to be Uraons, and are

accordingly an aboriginal tribe.

BANKURA,
PoruLATION.
THaARA

Bhuma;. Baun Bhuya. Koda. ml.
Bankora . 1,704 24,606 513 529 945
Gangnjalghaty s 2591 e 1,086 368
Onda . 147 9,580 11 18 163
Raipur .- 5,480 6,172 1,072 772 8,619
Bimlapal Independent outpost 550 3,078 114 .e- 1,623
Khatra .- 11,440 20,147 1,884 1,451 6,290

203 To investigate the conditions of all theo other aboriginal and semi-
aboriginal tribes in Baakura and Midnapore would have given work for
a separate inquiry of itsrlf. We could only touch tho fringe of the inquiry.

204. Aborigines, Bhumies.—Bhumijes are an original tribe, principally
inhabitants of thanas Reipur and Khatra. They are generally regarded as
Hinduised Mundas, and are called Mundas by the Sonthals A Munda will marry
his daughter to a Bhumij, but will not take her back any more 1ntovhis house. In
Bankura, where they have lost their originual language and speak Bengali, the
hail from Barabhum. They clear the junglesfor cultivation just as the Sonthals
do. Bocauso they hold the majority of the ghass in Khatra, 1t is believed that
they are the original inhabitants of the country.

The following office-bearers, I am 1nformed, used to exist -—

(1) Mandal or headman,

(2) Laiya, the priest,

(3) Kudam-Laiya, the Laiya’s assistant,

(#) Kotal, the messenger

(5) Paramanick, the menial who collects materials for the priest’s
devotions

The Mandsl and Laiya are reported to be invariably the same in an intact
Mandali village , 1n 2 broken willage the Laiyn is the descendent of the old
Mandali  No ofhice bearers were found amongst the Bankura Bhumijes, except
the priest, and in north Midnapore the offices of Mandal and Kotal are
extinct. It 1s a natuial corollary fiom the assumption that the Bhumijes are
Mundas, that they should be in the same state as rogards dispossession of
lands etc, ns the Sonthals are, This 18 the ocase, e.g., village Ramband.
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[ Appendix 1(2), No. XVIII]. In this village 50 per cent. of the land has been
transferred by private sale during the last 25 years A large number of

Bhumijes

m this area were Ghatwals The police service they rendered for

their lands has been done away with, and their villages were assessed to rent

mstead, end settlod about ten years ago with the Ghatwals.

settlemen

bands of

Provious to tle
t these lands were not transferable, but now they are passing into the
mahajans. ’

The statement given below shows the rate of mutation in some typical
cases of Ghatwali lunds from Bhumi) to non-Bhumi) within the last 10 years —

Area lost Area lost
Village Neme of | Ares origi- | Area lost by | 1n suction 127°% O
where land | Gbat Ghatwal or nally 1 private sale [sale for the'2 8uction REMARKS.
18 held Tabedar poesess1on for dobt arrears of | sale for
l rent ! debt
B. ¢ eu|/B ¢ o B ¢
Naorkolr . |Kajolkunra| Nanderchand | 859 7 8|89 7 8 3
(Sirdar) I
Intto Ditto :KamhM (Tebe-| 44 1 8 41 1 8 l
| a.r) .
Dutto Ditto  Ruwoharan (Ta-| 44 7 12 44 7 12
{ _bedar). ; .
Ditto Ditto |H(;g:) (Tabe-) 49 3 12} 43 5 4 . > Columns 4 and 5 —Qulti-
Damdi ..| Ditto 'Dalar (Tabe-| 1711 8 12 2 8 vated as well a8 pat
. dar). lans
Do Ditto Jadu (Tabe-| 19 2 0] 19 2 o
dar).
Jbhhoti-] Dito |Chomah (Sar-| 18 6 8| ... 18 6}
pahari dar) |
Gopinuth- | Mebradih | Bipin (Sarder)| 2918 0} 29018 0 |
ur
;‘)lttu . itto Polu (Bardar) | 2918 0| 2918 0 ! er J
Ditto ...| Ditto | DBbosat (Tabe- [ 140 6 0 17 10 12 . . Column 4 —The cultivated
dar). area out of the amount 18
only 38 bighas G cot ,
the land losi 18 a portion
of the ocultivated aren
Boundiha | Mashesa | (Bara) Hrnday 72 10 4 2210 0 . Column 4 =The cultivated
(Tubedar) orea 18 only 40 baghas 7
cottas 4 dlhans, out of
wluch tho amount shown
. mm column 5 has been
lost
Ditto Do. Aulhay (Tabe-| 118 11 0 37 0 0 . Colnmn j; —The oultivated
dar) grea 18 only 99 lighas,
1% oottas, of which the
amount transferred fo.ms
part
Deuls . | Deult Chand1 (Tabe- 8 912 19 0 0 Column j —The cultivated
dar) area 18 only 0 bighas 3
cattahs 12 dhans The
land lost 18 a portion
of the same
Do. Do ~ Lakkhan (Tabe 34 2 0 1313 0 Column 4 —The oultivated
dar) area 18 only 29 bighas 13
cottas The land lost 19
a portion of it,

There are many other Bhumij ex-Ghatwals who have lost lands 1n the
same way. General inquiry shows that most of those who have not yct
transferred their land are slieedy indebted, and have mortgaged thorr lands

»1n the same way as the Sunthals huve.
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The statement below shows how the Bbhumij Mandali right has fared in
seleeted estates :—

oy ey
Mondals.
Shyamsun: ur {Court of Wards for Raja { 1803 e 3
Sir Bou.:;xn Mobhan Thakur). 1909 . 2
Ambikenagore  ditto ditto 1008 - 4
@isborne and Company (Rsaipur) .- { 1333

The position of the Bhum:jes is the same as that of the Sonthals, and any-
thing done for the Sonthals must be extended to the Bhumijes also in Bankura.

205. Deswals Sonthals.—These are Hinduised Sonthals, or half-Sonthals.
as they are called by the Sonthals. They worship the gods and goddesses of
the Hindus, and can neither talk nor understand Sonthali. The Sonthals regard
them as of inferior caste. No Sonthalh woman will eat in their houses, but a
Deswali women can eat food cooked by a Sonthal. Apparently they used to
have the following office-bearers amongst them —

(1) Mandal, the headman.

(2) Laiya, the priest.

(3) Kotal, the messenger

(4) Paramanick, a menial (probably of the priest)

The Mandal is always the Laiya. The Laiya is generally descended from
the old Mandal in a broken village; he 18 generally the only office-bearer left
in the village now The office-bearers used to have man lands. The position
of these half Sonthals is no better than that of the Sonthals proper [e,g., village
Akhuta in the Appendix I(3), No. X XIIJ Their numbers are few, but unknown,
possibly they were classed us Sonthals during the Census.

206. Kodas.—Their numbers are small, but their position is similar to that
of the Sonthals [e.g., Kumarbahal 1n the Appendix 1(4), No. XXT.

207. Semi-alorigsnes, Bhuiyas —Like the Sonthals, the Bhuiyas are in a
small number of villages the original clearers of the so:l, but their number is very
limited. They live 1n Sonthal, Bhumij and Hindu villages.

In the Ambicanagarc and Raipur (Messrs. Gishorne & Co ) Estates there
used to be three Bhuiya Mandals in 1884 ; now they have lost their rnights, and
there is only one village partly held by a Bhuiya Mandal. Their position in
Khatra is even worse, if it could be, than that of the Sonthals. Rajasol
[Appendix If}), No. XIX] isa typical village. The Bhuiyas have lostabout 83 per
cent. of their lands in this village during the last twenty-five years. In Chhatna
only two small villages of Phuiyas were discovered, whose ancestors had been the
oniginal clcarers of the soil. 11 the land they had, had been transferred to the
money-lender, and the Bhuiyas are at present daily labourers.

208. Baurts.—The population of Bauris in Bankuora 18 very large. I do
not pretend to have made any inquiry into their condition. In mbst places the
majority appear to be labourers with no land of their own. They have followed
the leﬂns 1uto the villages, and earn their hivelihood by working in their fields.
But in Khatra thana a few of them are the original clearers of the soil, hike the
Sonthals, and in those villages that were examined they were losing lands in
s manner hke the Sonthuls%e g., Banini (n the Appendix I(¢), No. XX]. In a
few villages there were alsc Bauri Mandals, understand that on the whole
the Bauns have not lost their land at such a rate as the Sonthals have, because
they are known to be desperate men.

209. Kurmes.—There are semi-uborigines in this district. They are to be
found principally in Raipur and Khatra thanas, where they number 8,619 and
5,180 reapectively. They are re ed by the Sonthals as superior in caste
to themsolves. 1 have no particular information regarding their position,

210. Khereyas.—This tribe appoars to have escapéd separate enumeration
at the census in this district. I give below the following interesting report of
the Kanango Maulvi Ekramuddin on this tribe: —

The most aboriginal race in the district. They live in the midst of jungles. BSometimeg
only one, but generally two or three, and sellom more than six or seven ies Live 1n ome
place. They make very small huts with branches of trees to live in, and thatoh them with
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leaves of trees, using creepers as ropes. They lie down upon the bare d, and mever
use any coat or wrapper even in winter. They eat food in vessels of leaves of trees,
snd make fire by rubbiug one prece of wood agaiust another. Their males are said to have
been naked, and the females half-naked sbout fifty years ago. The latter used to cover only
' par{gof thln;r bogy with leaves of trees.

. Juven 15 or 20 twenty years ago they lived sololy upon boiled roots of some aree and
fruits of trees of the jungles. The mght of men fnghtened them, and they avoided Illm men,
oivilized or abormginal, and have even been known to have fled away, leaving thewr houses
when they confronted a man near their houses. They used to come to willages only rarely
on hdi days, and stand by the mdo of an unfrequented pathway to prooure from a passer-by,
or from those who know their habits, the bare necessariea of life, such as urt. efc , In
exohange for the honey they collested 1n Jungles 1n vessels of leaves.

Even now his most favourite and eommon food 18 the boiled roots of some areepers, and
his occasional food fruits of trees, though he takes rice at least once s day, when svailable.
Though he frequents the villages now-a-days to work for others on wages, he 1s confounded
when he eees 8 man near his house, snd invariably turns upon hus back, if found by some-
body while dxglgmg earth for the roots they eat, for reasons unknown. They seldom appear,
of sorﬁ for; sa I bave tried and faled.

8 they often require to sharpon their shovel for digging out the roots, they have to do
the blackemith’s work thomselves, and they ma.na:\:g !.Elo Eunneu wth bello:ryn prepared of
leaves of trees, whioh I found to bo in good working order when I vimted their house
Their women can prepare very fine mattresses, which they sell in neighbounng villages, but
never use them thommlves They stall sell pure honey collected in jungles. A. fow of them
hnv: recently been making mud-houses, instead of housee of trees, and thatching them
with straw.

Only one or two famhes hive 1n one jungle ; and when the family grows, some of them
remo;e to & new jungle, probably because they fear the scarcity of food-roots, 1f many lve
together.

B There are also Deshwal,, of Hindmsed Kheroyas, who hive in Hindo willages Bat
neither inter-marmage nor any sonal intercourse 18 prevalent between the Khereya and the
Dealiwali Khereya.

But the Khereyas are very small in number, and are nowhere the anﬂ:a.l olearers of the
eoil of any village A few of them have recently taken to turning s few lands of the jungle
under oultivation.

MIDNAPORE
PoruraTiON,
TrANA,

Bhumj. Kurmi. Bhuiya. | Munda
Jhargram .. . . 4,304 17,966 1,492 veas
Buopur et ee s 7,104 8,846 2,628 483
BSalbani ae . e 4,003 12,130 1,849 2
Qarhbeta ... .. aes 752 3,641 646 R
Gopiballabhpur 19,220 15,426 2,114 16

211, Abgrigines, Bhumijes.—The proportion of Bhumijes is large, parti-
cularly in thana Gopiballabhpur. There is practically nothing to distinguish
their condition from that of the Sonthals In the south of the distriov that
section of the Bhumijes who have not forgotten thoir own language Thar, and
have not been influenced by Dikkus, predominate. The majority of those that I
found called themselves Patkumia Mundas, and took their dead to their ancestral
sasmdiri (burial ground of erect gravestones) in their original home in Patkura.
They have a dhers for a priest, and call themselves Singh. Those in Nayabasan
are mainly Nagpuria Mundas. There they call thewr headman a bhalbhat,
and his mesistant 8 bchara. Examples of dispossession and indebtedness are
to be found in the Appendix. T'he remarks on the Sonthals apply more or less
to this tribe throughout. In chapters 2, 3 and 4 information has been given
regarding this tribe in deaing with Nayabasan and Robini.

212. Mundas.—There are only a few of this aboriginal tribe in the south-
west of Binpur. Their condition is reported to be even worse than the condi-
tion of any one else, and nothing can be done to save them. In one village
(Pachapan) [Appendix I(c), No. j they had lost 220 bighas out of 270. There
is no reason for making any dist” ict’ on between them and the Sonthals,

213. Semi-aborigines, Bhuiyas.—No particular investigation was made into
the condition of the Bhuiyas. They have been mentioned in chapters 2, 3 and 4;

. x2
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I have no particular evidence showing that their case demands much attention,
though I am not sure 1if a cuse cannot be made out for them. .

91%  Kuwms —The figures show thnt there 1s a very large proportion of
the semr-aboniginal caste of Kuimi Mahtos in the Jungle Muhals  But that they
are 1n eny way m the same position as the Sonthals 1s rather doubtful. (T'he
discussion 1n chapters 3 and 4 as to how the headman system has fared, and the
rate of mutation amongst them in Nuyabasan and Rohini, shows they are much

(Arpendix Mo 1T hotter off The Civil Court returns also wairrant the same concluston South

page 31

Page 72

of the Subarnarekha, the direction of mutation 1s from the Sonthals to the
Kurnn Mahto, and the latter 18 the makajan. Such a condition of affairs puts
the Kurm: at once on a higher plane so far 8 land is concerned. That they
have a greatcr force of resistence to the makajan 18 evidenced by the fact that
m Salbam, 12 out of 35 Kurmu villages examined are still held by & Kurmi
ljaradar (1n 15 of those willages the 1ja1a was suld up for delts or for rent,
one surrendercd, and m 8 1t 18 not known how 1t was lost). Jut i Gaihbeta,
so tar a8 the headman system 1s concerned, the Karnn Maltos aae very nearly
as badly off as tho Sonthals 1In 24 willages examined, in wlich there had been
a Kuwitmi headman, i only one village does 1t now exist, mn 13 of these
villuges the ainadari night had been sold. This 1s possibly the worst aspect 1n
the condiion of the Kurmis. To ainive at a definite conclusion that the
Kurmis requued protoction, would necesutate a further inquiry Suffice it
that so far as the present inquiry has shown, I am of opinion they are 1n a
much better position than the Sonthuls, and that there 18 very lhttle evidenco
that such an inquiry 18 necessary.

BALASOLE

2150 There are 1,381 Bhumijes and 785 Kodas in Jellasore, whose
position 18 similar to that of the Sonthals.

GENERAL

216. My inguiry into other tribes and castes wns himited, because the
examination of all the different tribes and castes would have mvolved an
inquiry extending over a much longer period than was at my disposal. But
I am of opimon that anything done for the Sonthals should be extended to the
Kodas in Birbhum ; to Bhumijes, Kodas and Bhuiyas in Bankura; to
Bhumijes, Mundas and Kodas in Midnapore, and to Bhumijes and Kodas in
Balasore. It may be thet any legislation that may be undertaken should be
extendod to other tribes in these areas, but it is only with regard to the above
fribes that I can speak with certainty. I have not mentioned Deswali Sonthals,
as I include them under the heading of Sonthals. Should ang legislation be
undertakeu, 1t can casily bo framed so as 1include any other castes or tribes
which the Collectors of the different districts, or which subsequent settlements,
may sl:low should be included. For a complete list, a settlement must be
awaited.

CHAPTER XIII.
GENERAL FEELING.

(Terms of the Reference No. X1.)

BIRBHUM

217. Alien raiyats.—In the chapter on population it has been shown how
the Sonthal generally avoids the slien as much as possible, and only associates
in the villages with other aboriginal or semi-aboriginal trbes. This is due 1n
some degree to the fact that he knows that he 1s too weak to struggle againrt
the alien by himself. The feeling 18 one of dishke; not active dislike, but more
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ekin to indifference, As they say, they work for the alien end they talk
with him, but they much prefer his room to his company. Tlis feeling has
no pohtical importance.

218. Zamindars.—The feeling against the zamindars in this area secms to
be part and parcel of the intense 1ll feeling egainst the makaans ; because there
are 80 muny of tho former who are also makajans. The Sonthal does, however,
distinguish between them and admits that it is the mahajun that he dislikes
most. In fact, 1n a few cases the Sonthals admitted that they were well treated
by their zamindar, or ‘“ Raja ”’ as they always call him, be be a petty trader
or a large proprietor. Their main objection to the zamindars 18 that the latter
have raised their rents. As hns been sbown in Chapter VII, there can be no
doubt that the proprietors have reised the rents for excess cultivation beyond
the rates they are entitled to, hut it is quite possible that in a number of
cases an accurate measuroment will show that rents are not unduly high.

Their other objections are to bemg sold up for arrears of rent, to
their crops being forcibly taken for rent, and to the realisation of gomashta-
cess. They do not seem to regard bdethbegar and exactions by the proprietor’s
amla a8 of much account. These they accept gencrally as facts, without
comment, 1f the proprictor 18 not a mzkazan. In other words, they have an
innate fecling of loyalty to the landlord proper.

219 Mahajans.—DBut 1t 18 against the mahkajan that the most intense 1ll-
feeling 18 displayed. The Sounthals state, and with perfect truth, that the maka-
sans lond them monoy only with the view of ultimately obtaining possession of
their lands. The maharan will very rdrely make an arrangement with
them by which they can pay off therr debts m yearly instalments of grain,
but he turns the debt into money, which to the Sonthal 1s the last stiaw before
final dispossession, The mshajan 1naccurately records theirr repayments
He uses & different measure for payments and repayments.

Anotber of their contentions 1s that the malkajan decerves them by getting
them to execute documents which they are told are mortgages but which are
really sales. In isolated cases this may happen, what 18 generally true 1s that
the mahajan 1nsists on a sale 1nstead of a mortgage, which the Sonthal finally has
reluctantly to agree to. Another contention 18 that the makgians commt
forgeries. This 18 not confined to thewr dealings with Sonthals The
makajan gives the Sonthal a lower price for his land than he should On the
other hand, tho Sonthal borrows from whomsoever and when he can. Tho
Rev. L. O. Skrefsrud says that tho Sonthal now tries to cheat the makajan
even out of his just dues. It 1s difficult to define what are the just dues of the
makasan, and a preferable statement of the facts would be that the Sonthal has
beon goaded into trying to cheat the makajan out of his unjust dues.

220. Thisfeeling against the makgan and mmerd ntally against the makajan
zamindar 18 1ntense ’ft has however to a certain extent been engineered ‘The
Rev. L. O. Skrefsrud points out that 1t has been engineered by Durga Manjhi,
of Thakurpa:2, and Brojo Manjhi, of Salunga, two of his 1a1yats, whose personal
cheracters he disparages. This 18 undoubtedly the case. Durga Manjhi, though
sent 1n by Mr. Skrefsrud, the very day I arrived at Kempur 11at, on a charge of
extortion, the same day tried unsuccessfully to get a relation ot his appointed as
my interpreter, or, in default, as my chapras:. Duirgs Manjhi 1s the Perganart
of Rampur HAt thana and he has had a good education, He has a wily tongue
and the Sonthals of the nexghbourhood obviously luok to him as their leader.
He hca taken the foremost pluce 1n the present movement. In December 1508
he submitted a petition to the Lieutenant;Governor, who was going tv Dumka.
This petition was repeated 1n February 1907 and agemn towards the end of the
same Yyear, prazing lor & settlement, and also for the rights and privileges
enjoycd by the Sonthals in the Sonthal Parganas. Meanwhile Mr. Foster had
enquired into and reported on the subject. Subsequently a kanungo, Maulv:
Ekramuddin, was ordered to make a further enquiry. Later the Commissioner
of Burdwan himself held an enquuy and as a resulf recommeunded a genersl
enquiry into the condition of ali the Sonthals in the Burdwan Division, gs the
question was of more geperal importance, Now the present enquiry has been
concluded. Two influences have thus been at work, 'The first 18 that of
Durga Manjlu, who has been busy manufacturing l-feeling and stiurring
'the Sonthals up to a sense of their grievances., The second is that

Page 1.
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the people are now in a state of expectation that Government is going to do
something for then. Time after ttme I tried to explain that (government
would not give them back the lands they had lost, but it was wuseless. They
are determined on a settlement.

221. If Government does nothing in this area, then despite Mr. Skrefsrud’s
assortion that the Sonthals will not rise, I maintain that, given a leader, which
they have in Durga Manjhi, no one can be so definite as to say they will not
cause trouble. I should be unwilling to pledge myeelf to a definite statement
either way. They know quite well that the Sonthals i1n the Sonthal Parganas
got all they asked for by msing, and they know that they themselves have
already got some concession in 1881 by a httle agitation. They possess a
simple machinery of Perganaits by which combination can easily be effected.
But a settlement will not satisfy them. They want their lands back This is
impossible, The only practical way of meeting the case is to forb:d transfers
in the future.

The above remarks apply to the Rampur HAt subdivision. In the area
in the Sadar subdivision f) am not awaro that such an intense feeling exists
The zamindar is disliked if he is o makajan and haa taken thewr lands.

In Bolpur there is, I believe, very little fecling at all on the matter, and the
zamindars there are not dishked.

BANKURA.

222. Sonthels are friendly with the Bauris and the other saboriginal
and semi-aboriginal people with whom they live in their villages. They are
indifferent to other Dikkus. The zamindars, 1f they are not mahkajans, the
do not regard with any animosity ; rather they respect and obey them. "The
mahajan they disliko. This enquiry, fortunately o: unfortunately, though
they were told no lands would be given back to them, ‘ has awakened them
up to a sonse of their wrongs. Now many of them are indulging in the
wildest dreams, and others that appeared quite resigned to their fate a short
time ago are now waking up, and even talk of repossessing themselves of
the lands that their fathers owned.” So I am informed by the Rev. G. E.
Woodford of the Sarenga Mission. A makgran, who was about to sell up a
Sonthal’s land, was murdered a short time ago, before the enquiry began, by a
Sonthal. But tho feeling has no political significance beyond the fact that the
enquiry has reised their hopes. But when an enquiry is made for the purpose
of finding vut how much land has been lost and of finding out all the
grievances of a tribe hke the Sonthals, such a result seems inevitablo The
movement in Birbhum is quite detached from this area.

MIDNAPORE

223. The excitement in Rampur HAt I expected, but it was only
in the last two or three days of my stay in Bankura that there appeared
eigns of interest in the enquiry in that district. Before that they bhad been more
or less apathetic  But I thought it advisable to muke less detailed enquiries in
Midnapore, and the only excitement creatod was disappointment that I was not
distributing tqg;ri(mlt,umly loans—an impression received from the fact that I was
engu'ring into mortgages. Except in the case of the Raja of Ramgarh, the
feching towards the zamindar is on the whole good, though his amla and peons
are dishked Sonthals in return are recognised by the zamindar as making
the best raiyats they can have and prompt in the payment of remt. The
Sontbhals rcgard the other aborigina? or semi-aboriginal tribes in the districe
with friendliness, but they avoid the Dikkus and dislike the Dikku money-
lender who takes away their land from them, and whom they regard as a
cheat. The dislhike has no political significance in this district.

BALASORE
224. The Sonthals are indifferent to+the Dikku alien raiyats and will
associate only with Kodas, Bhumijes, Paus, and Kamars and such like. The
®T3de Mr Skrefsrud’s leiter dated 28th Jannary 1908 to the Collector of Birbhum (A Prooeedings

No U6 of November 16C8) The tone of this letter 18 very much to be deprecated, and discounts the value
conarderably of what ought to have been s valuable opinion ¢
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raiyats in the 10-anna share of Fargaua Fatehabad admit that the landlord
treats them well. But the amia of the 4-anna share appear to have an undue
smount of Iower and are disliked for their land-grabbing methods. Makajans
are disliked because they charge such a high rate of interest, which prevents
the raiyat repaying the loan and results in the loss of his land. i

CHAPTER XIV.

LEGISLATION.
(Terms of the Reference No, XIL.)

_225. The chref reference® on which I am asked to report is whether any
legislation should be proposed, taking into sccount the provisions for the
restrawnt of transfers in other Acts, Bengal and Foreign, ¢.g., Sontbal Parganas
Regulations, new Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, Central Provinces Land
Revenue Act, and Punjab and Bombay Acts, The answer to this question 1s,
I submit, an emphatic affirmative. Legslation is required to prevent' trans-
fers of land to money-lenders and grain-dealers, to maintein the communal
sKstem of the aborigine, to regulate his deslings with money-lenders und
thereby incidentally to prevent the formation of a debased and poserbly crimi-
nal, wandering, labouring population, into which the Sonthals are dnfting,
out of a race of hereditary cultivators, hitherto honest, merry and law-abiding.
My report, 1 venture to think, shows that this legislataon must be axmed primarnly
agamnst (1) makajans and (2) mahaans as landlords, and 1n a less degree agamnst
the legitimato landlord. So far as the landlord proper is concerned, it is more
with & view to mamtaimng the communal system intact that leguslation 18
required, than with a view to protecting him against eviction. But the power
for evil of the makagan landlord class 18 so great and this class 18 so prevalent
that, 1n an effort to protect the aborgine against it, 1t may be that matters will
be made = little irksome for the good landlord. 'The proposals that I first had
in mind mtoerfered verf' largely with the nghts of the zamindar under the
Bengal 'I'enancy Act. 1 bave now conslderalﬁy modified these proposals down
to a minimum of interference. Some interference cannot very well be hol ped,
without relaxing, to a very large extent, the rovisions ageainst mahajan-
landlords—a cluss of persons who give no mercy at deserve none. At the end
of this chapter my proposals will be found 1n the form of a skeleton draft Bill.
It wil be observed that, however retrogade the proposals may seem, there is
chapter and verse for each section, not only in one part of India, but 10 several
other parts of India. The provisions are therefofe by no means new, The
evidence of their necespity 18 contuned in my report. In this connection I
must deprecate the use of the word * retrograde.” We are here dealing with a
{ribe or tribes whom legislation has long ago outstripped, and 1t 18, I ventme
to think, necesgary to go back a step or two n dealing with them. Yerhaps
it 18 not necessary to meet the argument that the proposals interfere with
freodom of contract, because that 1s actuall what has never existed and
does not oxist in tho relations of the aborigine with the Aryan They do
interfore, in an attempt to adjust the balance of these relations. They also
interfere very considerably with credit But my report shows that it is credit
which is the ruin of the aborigine; no untoward results appear to have been
brought to hght in Chota Nagpur and the Sonthal Parganas where credit is
rostrnicted hough credit 18 restricted, stress must be laid on one pont
which is apt to be overlooked 1n dealing with the prohibition of the alienation
of land, and that is, that the prohibition does not extend to the alienation of
the crop or a fixed amount of the grain for even a term of years. The proposals
are for the most part permissive. It will rest with the Collector to see that the
aborigine 18 maintamed in the possession of his land.

The following paragraphs contain some glight discussion asto the draft

proposals.
228, Preliminary section 1 (3).—This sub-section follows section 4 of the
Punjab Alienation of Laud Act (XIII of 1900). The only practical differenco
* The polioy that 1t 1s the duty of Government to protest the weaker *ndian races from extinction has, 1 bellevo, been

\cag established In Canads where Red Indians are like tbe Sonthals in the Bonthal Pargunss keptin & resorve, thus
polioy of protection bas lod to the bast resulta, .
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between the soctions is {hat the words ‘“aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribes’’
tako the places of the words ¢ agricultural tribes or groups of agricultural
tribes” of the Punjab Act. Itis necessary to hmit the application of the
proposals to such tribes and to such a1ens as experience or enquiry reveals
or proves should be covered by them

If adopted, the Act should be extended at once to the following tribes
and following areas —

Birbhum .. Bonthals and Kodas

Bapkura «.. Sonthals, Bhumjes, Kodas, and Bhuiyas
Midnapote «ss Sonthals, Bhumijes, Mundas, and Koduas
Bualasore . . Sonthals, Bhumjes and Kodas

1t should be extended to other tribes to whom the Collector may prove
or o seitlement may disclose that it 18 necessary to extend 1t. In the progress
of the scttlements that have been ordered under the 24 yrars’ programme, the
question of 1its cxtonsion to other smaller aboriginal and semn-aboriginal
tribes anght be made the subject of special enquiry.

It should probably he cxtended to Bhagalpur, Monghy:, and DPurnea.
Tho Scttloment Otheer, Bihar, would, I undcistand, be inclined to recommend
1ts extension to some of these distriets  'I'he Sonthals in Murshidabad should
not be cxcluded irom consideration, and the Collector might be consulted
regarding them. As to the Kastern Provineo, I would strongly recommend
that 1ts attention should bo diawn to the matter probably the condition of
the Sonthals 1n the Barind s as bad as elsowhere.

Section 2 (1) — L he Chota Nagpwr T'enancy Act, 1908, defines in section
3 (u)a * dhugut bundha” mortgage. This term 18 not used i the area under
enquuy, and I have therefore taken the libeity of inventing another term
*“ completo usufructumy mortgage” lor this kind of mortgage, as there does
not appeur to be another distinctive name for 1t.

Seelion 2 (2) —A defimtion of a village headman appears to be necessary
for the purposes of the proposul. It has Leen framed so as to cover all the
diffcrent kinds that heve been discovered n tho course of the enquiry, or 1t
18 conceivable may occur.  In tho Sonthal Jaiganas r willage lu-ud):nun Y
not a tenute holder, and 1t is un official heresay to regard him as such In
Balasore he 13 ittle more than a taheildar, in Bankwa and North Midnapore
he 1y a tenwe-holder, and i Birbhum ho 1s a quesi-tenure holder. The
defimtion thus overlaps the defimtion of a tenurc-holder, but as the proposals
go, this does not appear to be a matter of much conscquenee

Scction 2 (3).—This sub-section has been framed mercly with the purpose
of preventing the 1e1teration of the words * aboriginal or semi-aboriginal

227. Llrwate Trangers— Holdings—Scchions 3, 4, and &5 —Dhactically *he
whole report deals with this subject The evidence produced shows that,
if nothing 18 done to check the transfor of land by the aborigine, in a
few ycaia he will be dispossessod of all the land that he has reclaimed from
the jungle, Though, as 1n South Bankura, he may still be Kept on the soil,
as a under raiyat oo non-occupancy raiyat on a produce rack-rent, the time
will como when the makajan can even thera do without him and the Sonthal
will hecome merged 1n the large labowming population.

All the officials who have made a study of this malfer, that I have
como actoss, are unammous in thewr opwion that transfers by the
Sonthals to mahqjans should be prevented Missionanes hike the Revd. L.
O Skrefsrnd of the Benegaiin Mission (on the borders of Birbhum) and
the Revd G. A Woodford of the faienga Mission (Bankura) are of the same
opmnion  Such 18, I understand, ulso the opimon of tho Revd. A, L.
Kennan of the Bhumpur Muision (Midnapore) But Mr Gregson, Manager
of the Midnapore Zamindari Company, in common with the Revd G.
Woodford, 18 of opimion that legislation of the kind ought 1eally to have been
undertaken some thirty years ago. There can be little doubt that the pro-
posel 1n some cases 18 akin to a suggestion to shut tho stable door after the
horse bas gone, but there are still plenty of lands to bo saved from the
mahiyan, more particularly in arcas hke the south of Gopiballabhpur, where
the mahajan hins not as ycet made Ins miluence felt to such sn oxtent as in
other pluccs,
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Besides the considerations that the aborigine must be protected against
his own thriftlessness and against the methods and sharp practices of the
mahajan, there is another consideration which gives him a strong claim to the
protection of Government. In the vast majority of cases the land the abori-
gine still cultivates was made by his ancestors out of the virgin jungle, It is
not as if the lands the aborigine hell were merely raiyati lands, made and
originally ploughed by persons of whom there is no trace now-a-days. Were
it not for him or bis ancestors, the Jungle Mahals of Bengal would still be a
large unculbivated area, aud, except far the gains from forest produce, a
barren source of profit to the zamindar. The rights of absolute possession tliat
accrue by ‘ the first stroke of the plough” are, I believe, in most countries
respected. That is the right of the aborigine, and on this ground he is entitled
to protection. But the Benga! Tonancy Act knows nothing of these rights:
if the aborigine has been in possession for less than twelve years, he 1s still a
non-occupancy reiyat, unless there is & custom to the contrary.

Sucl bemg the case, the aborigine cannot be regarded as en immigrant,
whose rights have to give way to persons who were there before him. I have
already been at some pains to show that he is no more an immigrant than
the Dikku. Though now in point of population the percentage of aborigines
or semi-aborigines may only just exceed {0 per cent. in even the most
densely populated aboriginal portion of the area under enquiry, yet in some
chanes® the Sonthals and the Bhumijee lurgely outnumber any other class
taken individually. In the neighbourhood of Silda in Midnapore the Sonthals
still account for about 35 per cent. of the population, and they undoubtedly
opened up that portion of the country. Coronel Dalton gives tgis place (alias
Santbhui) as the latest home from which the Sonthals colonised; yet 1t is not
here, but in the Sonthal Parganas, that the Sonthals have becn protected.

The 1den of preventing transfers of land is by no wmeans new. In the

Sonthal Parganas they sre prolbited by the record-of-rights, and the sanction
for such a prohibition is contained 1n section 27 of Regulation III of 1872 as
amended by Regulation I11 of 1808. In Chota Nagpur, transfers of land under
section 46 of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act are forbidden witlun certain
limuts , transfers of Mundann Khuntkatt tenures, which, in that these are held
by the first clearers (or their descendants of the soil, are similar to the tenures
held by aborigines in Bengai, are forbidden by Cnapter XVIII of the same
Act In the Central Provinces, transfers by occupaney raiyats and ordinary
tenants are forbidden by scction 46 and 70, respectwelr, of the Central Pio-
vinces Tvnancy Act, 1898, and a sanction for the prohibition is provided by
soctions 47 and 71 of the same Act. In the Punjab, the alienation of land b
members of agricultural tribes has been forbidden by Act XIIT of 1800.
There is thus plenty of precedent for the prevention of alienation of land,

Considering that the area inhabited by the aborigines and sem-aborigines
in Bengal borders the Sonthal Parganas and Chota Nagpur, it naturally follows
that legislation should follow the lines adoptcd 1n those areas, subject to the
different forms the admimistration and legislation already in force take and
other peculiarities found to exist in this area. 1n drafting sections 3, 4 and 5
the provisions of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act have been followed with
three modifications.

The first modification is the introduction of the prohibition to under-
raiyats. This is most important in view of tho facts that in a number of
areas the headman is regarded as a raiyat and his raiyats as under-raiyats;
énd 1n other areas hike Bankura the malmjen-landlord eems himself a raiyat
and the Sonthals under bim under-raiyats. The omission to protect under-
reiyats would thus make the provisions of the law nugatog in such cases, and
would leave an obvious method of evasion open to both the Sonthal and the

shajyan.
" .”l'he second and third modifications are (1) that no provision is made for a
mortgage for five years, atd 2) that provision bas not been made fur_ a lease
for five years to any one irrespective of tribe or caste, but that provision has
been made for a sub-lease to 8 member of an aboriginal or senn-aboriginal
g¢ribe. I shull deal with these modifications in the two succeeding paragraphs.

5 ® Thanas Ralpur and Kbatia 1o Baokura, and hinpur and Goplballabhpar in M:daspors.
L
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Consent of landlord, Sanotion for prevention of transfers.

228. Temporary trunsyfers— Leases— Section 4.—1t is just ae necessary to
revent the Sonthal executing a lease of his land to a malkajan as to prevent
im giving an out and-out transfer of the same. 1f the latter methcd of

transfer alone is closed, the law can be evaded by the execution of leases.
This section has accordingly been drafted so as to allow a raiyat to
sublet his land only to another person of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal
tribe, just as he can under the Bengal Tenancy Aet. Ido not quite see the
force of allowing a lease for five years to any one, as in the Chota Nagpur
Act, because it is necessary to restrict as much as possible the methods
by which the aborigine can transfer land, and one method, namely, by
a complete usufructuary mortgage for seven years, is provided. In the Central
Provinces a sub-lease for one year is allowed in the case of occupancy-tenants.

229. ZTemporary iransfers—Morigages—Section 5.—As elready noted, one
of the main arguments brought against the preventicn of alienation of land 1s
that it ties up credit, but it has been observed that this is exactly what is
required in the case of the aborigines, because they have, while they have land,
too much credit. But it is necessary to relax this prohibition to some extent.
Otherwise in time of famine, even though the alienation of the crop is not
forbidden, with barren lands and no credit the result might be disastrous. In
the Sonthal Parganas, where usufructuary mortgages are forbidden, this vrder
was relaxed in the famine of 1897. The Punjab Aect allows, under certain
conditions, a usufructuary mortgnge for twenty years. The Chota Nagpur
Act allows a usufructuary mortgage for seven years to cover both the principal
and interest of the loan. This provisiou of the Chota Nagpur Act seems to
supply all that is required. It would be of ro avail to allow a usufructuar
mortgage which did not wipe off both ihe intervst and the principsl of the
debt. But even then the danger exists of a renewal of the usufructuary
mortgage. It does not seem practicable to say that it cannot be remewed , all
that can be done is to prevent an arrangement being made for its rcnewsl
duriug its pendency. The proposed sections regarding usury should also tend
to keep down such mortgages.

The mortgage for five years contemplated by tke Chota Nagpur Tenancy
Act 18 unnecessary in view of the provimon for a complete usufructuary
mortyage for seven years. 1 do not guite undorstand what this moitgage for
tive years contemplates. If this is a simple mortgage without possession, it is
of no avail eo far as land is concerned, as the land cannot be ultimately
transferred, even by a Court. If it is a usufructuary mortgage for the 1aterest
only, then despite the prohibition to the contrary, there 1s every chance of a
fresh mortgage being executed leter to wipe off the debt, and it must be
uvoided at any cost.

230. Transfers {o mcnibers of an aboriginal or semi-aborqinal iribe.—-There can
be no objection to an aborigine subleiting his lands to another aborigine for the
bovd fide purpose of cultivation, but there is an objection to allowing a free
right of transfer to another aborigine, because educated aborigines can be as
bad as the ordinary a ma/ajan in land mattérs. Though in only a very few
instances have I come acroess such cases in the area under enciu' , there are
notable instances in the Munda country in Chota Nagpur. The Cl;ﬁeotor need
not, anless he thinks fit, interfore in such cases when & sud 1023 trunsfer appears
to have been a dond fide one. But I must admit that the objection against
allowing a free right of transfer to another aborigine is not strong and would
not press tho above objection agninst it.

231. Consend of landlord—Section 6.— This section has been introduced with
n view to making it clear that though certsin transfers are allowed, yet they
are not binding on the landlord unless they are binding as the law ut
rceent stands in Bengal. In Chota Nagpur under scction 46 (2) of the Chota

vagpur Tenancy Act, such transfers are not binding unless the consent of the
landlord is obtained in writing. I am not aware, however, that there is any
neccssity for changing the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act in this respect.

232. Sanctwn for the prevention of alienation—=Section 7.—Experience in the
Sonthal Parganas has shown that despite the provisions against transfers,
the Sonthal still transfers his land sudross to the mubgjan. The preeent
settlement has, I understand, revealed numbers of such ocases. The samc
experience has shown the Sonthal Parganas authorities that the mers
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prohibition is not sufficient, bat that they must have power to enforce it. For
this reason section 27 of Regulation 1II of 1872 was passed into law last
year, allowing the Deputy Commissioner, when it is brought to his notice that
a transfer in contravention of the record-of-rights has taken place, 1n his
discretion, to eviet the transferee and either restore the transferred land to the
raiyat'or any heir of the raiyat who has transferred it or to resettle the land
with another rasiyat, according to the village custom for the disposal of an
abandoned holding.

The Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act 1s silent on such a provision, except,
if I understand the Act properly, in the case of a temporary transfer. Tho
Punjab Alienation Act makes certain transfers null and void, but it 18 not clear
how and who is to be put into possession when an illegal transfer comes
to light. But the Central Provinces Temancy Act is clear on the point.
The next of-kin have the prior rght and then the landlord to apply
to be placed in possession of land 1illegally trunsferred. Tte person who
made the transfer 18 debarred from applying under this section. This seems
equitable, but as sales, if declared invalid, will still be instigated by the
mahryan, it seems unnecossary to rule that the person who made the transfer
should be always debarred from obtaining possession. He is not so debarred
in the Sonthal Parganas,

If no similar provision 18 provided 1n any legislation proposed for Bengul,
the prohibition of transfers will have but the slightest restrictive influence.
Also, if tke Collector does not move on his pwn initiative, no one will report the
transfer, no one will put forward a clann 1n the Courts—the nborigine avoids
the Court as much as poseible—and transfers will go on as before. Provision
should therefore be made for the Collector acting on his own initiative. In
this connection I would invite attention to the emphatic words of Mr. D. J.
Maopherson, when Commissioner of Bhagalpur® .—

. *The more I contrast the surrounding distriots waith the Sonthal Parganas, the more
oconvinoed do I become of the great ewils whioh bave been prevented in the latter through
tho exeraise by the Executive and Bettlement Officers of the power fo ewviot outmders who
have acqured the lands of Sonthals and semi-aborginal tmbes 10 ocomtravention of the
provisions of the record-of-righta forbidding the alienation of raiyati holdmmgs I should
therefore welcome the adoption of effactive means overy where to il;oserve the peasantry on their
lands But I am equally convinosd from expernence of the workung of the Bonthal Parganas
system, that 1t would be of little use merely to enact & law prohibiting ahenation. There
muat also be erealed an edeculive machinery which well intervene suo motu whenever o gets the oppor -
tunity, and certainly persodically &o see that the isw 15 obryed and to ceiwct objectionabls outsider &
who hate got hold of the lands of the old culiivators Overand over again 1t has been shown that
the Sonthal really requires proteotion by the euthoritics aguanst himself. 1It1s but the naturl}l
oor:sequence of what our lJaws havedone 1n imiting therent payable for the lands. The tenant’s
nght 1n bis holdiug acquires a graduslly inercasing value, and the greatest posaible vigilance
18 required to prevent him from turning that velue to account by mortgaging 1t to satisfy
his 1mmediate wents and desres, and eventuslly by parting with 1t altogeither by some
form of disguis dysale ‘This ooours 1n communal (Pradhani)as well as kias zamindarn villages
in the Eonthal Pargenas. Frequently the willage headman himeelf falls mmto difhculties
and has resort to the » abgan, who g:ta a footing :n the village.with lhis asmstance, and no
one ever thinks of saying as to what 18 going on until the Settlement Officer comes round
and enqures what hsa become of the raiyat who was recorded as holding the land at last

ssttlement.”

In drafiing soction 7 the provisions of section 27 of the Sonthal Parganas
Regulation I1I (1908) have accordingly been followed, with modifications
based on the Central Provinces Act. In this section of the Regulat.on
provision hias been made for resettling the land with another raiyat agcording
to the village custom. The question of resettlement is discussed in a succeeding
paragraph. ]

ion for the prohibition of the exlension of @& complele usufructuary
mor! 2:;36.—-;::;‘:”'8.,.—-8116{& sanction exists in scotion 46 (4} of the Chota
Nag‘fmr Tenancy Act, but the raiyat must ap ly_ and thhu_l t!n‘_ea ears. It
has already been inted out that little good_ will result, if it is left to the
raiyat to apply, and the Collector must be given power to act on his imitiative
in the matter. A limitation of three years will gb a long way to render the
sanction futile. The mahqien will be willing to h‘k.e the chance of remaining
In possession for three years after the period of his mortgage is up, and the

® Hiqe leiter No. 88Rot., dated the 5th Jume 1907. .
L
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chances are that the fact will remain undetected until it is either accidentally
found out or else arecord of-rights prepared. Certanly if a lhmitation of
twelve years 18 provided in section 6, tEen the same or a longer period must be
provided in section 7. Under a usufructuary mortgage, the maehajan can have
no right whatsoever to remain 10 possession, and the himitation of twelve years
provided for in section 6 does not apply I have accordingly followed more
closely the provisions of section 27 of Regulation II1 (Sonthal Parganas),
omitting the twelve years' hmitation, and brought it otberwise into line with
proposed soction 7,
234. Transfers, Tenurcs, and 1Village Headmen—Scctions 9 lo 12.—In the
. chapter doaling with the village headman 1t has been shown that the incidents
of the senure held by & village headman vary from place to place, and that
the numbers of such headmen 1s rapidly decressing, because the aborigine is
not protected against the landlord or mahkajan. It has also been shown that the
condition of affausin an intact villoge 18 better than in a broken willage, where
each ruiyat is at the wercy of a grasping makajan or landlord. The large
2,""&_'21;';?: ,‘,2; X number of villages in which & mahajan 18 the tenure-holder or village
46, 51 54 &e. headman and the disastrous cffects therefrom, point to the necesmity of prevent-
ing the sales of such rights to makajans with still greate:r force than in the case
of raiyat: rights,

But there are two othor grounds on which the village hendship® should be
rendered an inalienable nght. It has been remarked by officers experienced
1n the ways of the Sonthals that the village community is socislly the unit
smongst the Sonthals, not the individual. The tendency m all legislation
18 to have regard to the individual and not to the village community, and
therefore, so far as the Sonthal 1s concerned, starts on a wrong basis. Amongst

Page 13 the Sunthals, the village system with the Manjhi, as the head of the viilage
community, as 1ts representative with all outsiders and the medium through whom
the village rents are paid to the landlord, and with the other wvillage officials
with theu: different spiritual, moral and temporal duties, is an essential part of

hatae 11 their netional ife. It has, 1t is true, bioken down to some extent owing to
aptor

the force of circumstances, and the Manjln as the purveyor of the rents in the
arge majoity of cases has consed to exist, but the Sunthals still retan thexr
Manjhi, Jogmanjhi, Naiki and Gorait, even though the different posts are often
Pages 23, 20, duphcated. The only area I came across in which the headmanship was
regarded with indifference was 1n the south of Midnapore, where the Manjhis
gave 1t up voluntarily or 1t had ceased to exist long sgo. This must not be
taken as indicative of the general feeling regarding the manjhiship—far fiom it,
That 1t 18 so in this area 1sdue to two facts firsZ, that the Sonthals are under
large and good landlords, and secoudly, that the mahajans have never had an
opportumty of acquiring the headman’s right, which was absolutely untrans-
ferable It Lias been suggeated that this1s also due to the lack of profits from
the sottlement of waste lands. But though the headmnan is supppsed to make a
profit, 1t is only i isolated areas that hc does so. The Sonthals there have
therefora little practical cause to regiet the lues of the manjlship, but Iam
not suro that some feeling of regret does not exist. KEveiywhere else the
village bas come to be bruken, thc fact was remarked on with regret and
vasignation, and the Dikku Manjhi regarded with aversion. The system under
which the Sonthal pays his rent through a Manjhi to the landlord is thus an
ancieut, national and valued custom. Such a custom must be good law, and 1t is
the province of law to see that such a law is not interfered with by laws which
have been framed to provide for quite a different set of facts and customs. In
other words, the law should provide tor the protection of the village headship.
The second ground is that in villages held by village headmen the waste

land 18 scttled by the headmen with the Sonthal, and there is thus provision for
increase of population, This, I understand, is one of the reasons why Sonthals
are 50 keen to keep Dikkus out of intact villeges, so thut the necessary amount
of land may be provided for their children. It seems desirable that Government
should maintain this method of providing for the increase of population.

¢Cf. Report of the Royal Commiamon upon deceniralization paragraph 239 “ We do not Lhink 1t possible,
pven 1f 1t wore expedient, to restore the auncient village system, under whieh the community was
responmble for each of its members, and 1n turp cluimed the right to regulate to hus astions ” 2

its place they recommend penchyats. 1he Commussion however sppesr to spprove the comm
I,mm w
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umeTrl:ms ';l:ff Vlllag:h !y:itﬁm a}llnonlgut them is not so elaborate, the
y ar as the e headman 1
the Mundns,. Bhumijes and other :ﬁied tribes. s concerned, apply equully to
P In dealing with the village headman, precedent is provided by the Central
rovinces Land Revenue Act, section 65A, and by the sections desling with
Mundari Khuntkattidars in the Chota Nagpur Act.” The first Act only protects
headmen who have been in possession of the tenure for twenty years or more,
then forbids all transfers, but allows ejectment for arrears of rent or because the
tenoro has been mismanaged in certsin ways. The Chota Nagpur Act forbids
all transfers except a usufructusry mortgsge, but allows attachment by the
Deputy Commissioner for the realization of arrears of rent. There appears to
be no vahid resson why in Bengal protection should be restricted as n the
Central Provinces Act, but protection should Le given absolutely. It follows
that the village headman’s nght must be unresumable

In drafting these sections I have accordingly followed the provisions
of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act relating to Mundmi Khuntkattidars,
together with the permission to sublet provided for therein to members of
aboriginal and semi-aboriginal ttibes. I have not ellowed a complete
usufructuary mortgage of a tenure or of a village headman’s right of collecting
rents to a makajan, but only of the land 1n the possession of the tenure-holder
or village headman, as primd faeie the mortgage of the right to collect rents to
a mahajan is undesirable from any pont of view.

235. Bection 15— Village Headman.—I his section has been introduced from

section 65A of the Central Provinces Land Hevenue Act to mako it clear that,
however temporary the arrangement as to rent may be, the nght of the tenure-
holder or village headman 18 heritable and sha]l devolve on his heirs according
to custom. This is, as a matter of fact, the custom in Bengal. In some cases,
as in Baokura, the Mandah right has become divisible, but one man 1s as a
rule responsible for the payment of the rent where the village is intact. On
renewal of the settlement with the headman in the Central Provinces, the rent
s fixed l? the Deputy Commissioner, if it 18 disputed. This particular
provision does not seem feasible in Bengal proper

%36. Regwiraton and Recognitwn of illegal iransfera—Secton 14.—I1t
naturally follows that if private transfers are forbidden, they should not be
registered or recogmsed a8 vald by any Court—Civil, Criminal or Revenue,
Precedent for this 18 provided by the Chota Nagpur Tenuncy Act, sections
46 (3) and 240 (6), the Punjab Alenation Act, sections 17 él) and 17 (2), the
Sontbal Pargenas Regulation 1II of 1908, section 27 (2), and the Central Pro-
vinces Tenancy Act, sections 46 (5) and 70 (5). The Chota Nagpur Act and
the Sonthal Parganas Regulation have accordingly been followed.

237, Transfers cffsctel previous lo proposed legislation—Section 15.~—It is
clear that the proposed sections regarding transfer cannot be given retrospective
effect, however desrable that may be. But provision has to Le made for
stating from what date transfers should be invalid. This section supphes
this. 1 have left the actual date blank, but would suggest that if any legisla-
tion of the land is adopted, the date should be put Wack as far &8 posaible.
There can be httle doubt that the mahgsan will come to knew that something of
the kind is under contemplation, if any legislation is actually discussed,
and will make arrangements to get the Sonthals’ lands transferred to them as
soon as possible. ‘The proposed section follows section 46 (5) of the Chota
Nagpur Tenanoy Act.

238, Abandoned land—Soction 16.—There is no particular precedent for
this section, but it is a favourite habit of the Sonthal, when he has become go
indebted to the mahsyas 88 to make the sale of his lands immediately inevit-
able, to ron away and leave them in the hands of the mashajan. 1 am also
informed that surrender is the favourite mode of evading tbe provisions of
the Chota Nagpur Tenanoy Act regarding alienation of land in Chota Nagpur.
In order therefore to prevent this, and in order to prevent the makgan
compelling the Sonthal to abandon his land to him, this section has been

to give the Collector power to act when he has reason to believe that
the land has been abandoned in this way and to restore either the original
raiyat or to place another aborigine or sem1-aborigine of the village in possession

'of the land,
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239. Seltloment dy the Colleclor of sllegally transferred holdwgs or {enures,
elc.—Sections 7 and 12,—So fur it has been plain sailing. I have, however,
experienced some difficulty in evolving a plan for reseitling illegally trans-
ferred land. In the Central Provinces, the Deputy Commissioner, if he does
not hand over the land to the next of kin of the transferor, places fhe
landlord in possession Such a provision 18 not sufficient for the purposes of
keeping the aborigine or semi-aborigine on the soil, and it is accordingly neces-
sary to adopt some means for settling the land, if 1t i8 not settled with the
next of kin or with the original truneferur, with an aborigine or semi aborigine.
On the other hend, in the Sonthal Paiganas the law is that the Deputy
Commissioner shall resettle the land, 1f he does not hand 1t back to the trans-
feror or his heirs, with ancther ravyat according to the willage custom for the
disposal of an abandoned holding. These customs are recorded in the record-
of rights and they are, gonerally speaking, as follows. In villages in which
there is a wvillage headman the rule is that the land shall be settled by the
village headman with one or other of the following persons, giving preference
m the order ramed .—

(1 wath a resident jamabandi raiyal of the same community as the
transfcroa ,

(2) with himself, 1f resident, or with a resident jamadanai reiyat of a
different community ;

(3) with himself, 1f non-resident, or witha non-resident jamabdands raiyat ;

(4) with a non-yamabands raiya.

In a khas village, the landlord settles the land with one or other of the
following, g1ving preference in the order mentioned :—

(1) with a resident jamabands raiyat of the same community as the
transferor,

(2) with a resident jimaband: raiyat of a different community,

(3} with & non-resident jamaband: raryat,

(4) with himself, or with & non-jamabands raiyat.

In both cases, if & seltlement is made with other than a resident jamaband®
raiyat of the same community, the settlement has to be confirmed by a
* hakim ” or Government officer. -

Such a custom does not exist in Bengal, though in the Mollarpur estate,
I am informed that SBonthals are given the first choice of vacant Sonthali
lands. Also these provisions are rather more detailled than is necessary for
legislation. On the whole, I am inclined to think that if the Collector 1s
empowored, if he does not settle the land with the transferor or his next of
kin, to settle 1t with an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal raiyat, under-raiyat or
resident of the same wvillage, the right of settlement going thereatter to the
landlord, that this should be sufficient. Rules simalar to those in force in the
Sonthal Parganas can be 1ssued by executive autuority.

240. Transjer for a charstable, raligwus, efc., purposs—Seciibn 17, ~1t is
obviously necessary end desirable that room should be left for the tranafer
of land for an educational purpose, or for the purposes of. manufacture, etc.
The provisions of sections 49 and 241 of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act have
aceordingly been followed.

241. OCinl Court Transfers—Section 18.—It is obvious that Civil Court
transfers must be forbidden as well as private transfers Precedent for this
is provided in the Punjeb Alienation Aoct, section 16 (1), the Central Provinces
Tenanoy Act, section 46 (2), and section 70 (2), the Dekkhan Agricultunsts’
Relief Act, section 22, and the Chota Nagpur II‘enmwy Act, sections 47 and
240. The necessity for this requires no further argument in the case
gf ordinary Civil Court sales, but it remains to be seen what should be

one—

(1) in the case of mortgages and contracts for the possession of land,
already in existence ; and
(2) in the case of rent sales, sales for a Government loan, or for a loan
under the Co-operative Securities Act.
242. The case of mortgages and contracts for the posseasion of land
already in existence 15 most important, because the statistics show that there '
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must be, and I have found that there are, such a great number of these in
existence. If these should all go into the Civil Court and proceed to be turned
into out-and-out transfers—a iy no means remote contingency—-the amount
of dispoesession of the aborigine will, I am sure, and I hope the superlative
adverb will be excused in the circumstances, be enormously increased. It
would be futile to suggest that sales in such cases should be forbidden, but
every effort should be made to hmit them [nthe later proposals regarding
usury, power will be given to the Mubnsf to go 1nto the question of the
amount of the debt ab mifw, and to order a method of reslization other than
by the transfer of the land, if 1t can be so effected. But this 18 not sufficiently
efcacious. It is not the Munmf’s duly to regard himself as the protector
of any perticular class. Such protection ean bo best secured by transferring the
execution of the decrse when it is for the transfer of immovable property to the
Collector for execution. There in precedent for this in the Chota ].Sa.gpur Act,
section 240, and in the Dekkhan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, section 22. In the
first case, when & decree or order has been made for the sale of a Mundari
Khuntkeatti tenancy, in satisfaction of a debt due under a mortgage which was
registered before the commencement of the Act, the sale may be made with the
previous sanction of the Deputy Commissioner, provided that if he refuses to
sell the land, he has to attach 1t and make such arrangements as he may
consider fit for liqmdating the debt. In the Dekkhan Act the Court can
empower the Collector to take possession of the property for a period
of seven years, though sales are not forbidden in 510 case of specific
mortgages.

But section 68 of the new Code of Civil Procedure, providing for the
transfer of certain classes of decrees to the Collector for execution, and the
rules in the third Schedule of the Code provide all that is necessary. When

the Collector receives a decree for execution transferred under that section,
he can, under the third schedule—

(1) proceed as the Civil Court would proceed when the sale of the
immoveable property 18 postponed 1n order to enable the judgment-
dobtor to raire the amount of the decrec ; or

(2) raise the amount of the decree by letting 1n perpetuity or for a texm.
on payment of a premmum or by mortgaging the whole or any

art of the property ordered to be sold , or

3) seﬁ the property ordered to be sold or so much thereof as may bo
necessary

An order under section 68 of the Civil Procedure Code is probably as far
as it is practicable to go, in the case of mortgages eaud contracts already 1n exist-
ence and the section has becen drafted accordingly. But executive orders might
be issucd to the effect that tho sale of the property should only be effected
when the debt cannot be reahized otherwise, and that when the property is let
by the Collector in perpetuity or for a term of years or by mortgage, preference
ghould be given to aboriginal or semi-aboriginal lessees of the same village
and thercafter to other aborigines or semi-aborignes.

243. Transfers by rent sales, sales for Government loans, _etc.—In the
Acts mentioned above, provision is generally made for excepting rent-sslee
and ssles for Government loans from the general prohibition against Civil
Court transfers. When rent sales are not mentioned, eviction or ejectment
for rent 18 allowed by other Acts. But there 18 one exception in the caso
of the Muudari khuntkattidars in Ranchi, Chota Nagpur Act). In this case
sale is forbidden, but the Deputy Commssioner can attach the land and
make what srrangements be lkes for the realization of the debt. In the
Sonthal Parganus eviction for arrears of rent actually takes place, but the
Deputy Commassioner settles the holding with a suitable person, according to
the record-of-rights, who pays up the arrears, and x:E_ none is forthcoming,
scttles it with ri‘:ﬁe landlord. Thus the makajan, not being a suitable person,
is kept out of the village. 1 understand that the question whether the settle-
ment with the landloid 1is onl{ a temporary settlemept until the debt is
realized, is likely to be a matter lor discussion Though in Buch circumstances
the Sonthals in the Sonthal Parganas cannot be used es an argument, the fact
'that the landlords in the Munda countiy in Chota Nagpur cannot acquire the
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lands of their tenants, is a direct precedent. The provision in Chota Nagpur
bas for a base the fact that the Mundas cleared and made the land themselves.
Amongst the Sonthals and other aborigines 1n Bengal such a basis also exists
It remains to be seen whether there is any definite evidence for the necessity
of such a provision in Bengal. The evidence in the case of holdings 1s that,
except in a few estates, whenever a Sonthal is a sold up for rent, he loses the
land altogether, the landlord or mahajas buying it] either cultivates it himself
or gives 1t out to a Dikku who can afford u larger rent or to a Sonthal only on
a high produce rack-rent. Also such a large number of tenures and village
headstups, particularly in the south of Bankura nre in the hands of mahajan-
landlords, who, if this method of obtaining direct possession of the land
is only left open, will resort to 1t more and more to obtain the land. In
the casec of rent seles of tenures or village headships the case 18 stronger,
because the result of a tenure cr village headship going into the hands of a
mahajan is disastrous ; all the best lands ultimately find their way into his
hands and the Sonthals hecome his servants When such village headships are
regarded as raiyati holdings, a rent-sale means the dispossession of all the
Sonthals of the village. Against this it may be argued that statistics show that
rent sules at present are not very common This is so. But if other sales
except rent sales are foibidden, rent sales will remain as the only legal means
by which a ma.lmia.n can obtain possession. Aws landlord, he will omit to collect
bis rents properly, leave the Sonthals in arrcars of rent, and sell him up, most
probably ez-parte. As mahajan, he will not supply the Sonthal with the meaus
to pay his rent, or will come %o a collvsive arrangement with the landlord, and
then step 1n, 1n either case, as a purchaser at the sale In such a contingency
rent-sales are bound, I take it, to 1ncrease ; lands will still go into the hands of
the Dikkus, and the prohibition of transfer will lose its effect. Is this evidence
sufficient for the prohibition of rent sales altogether? Taken by itself,
there is a strong presumption 1 favour of absolute prohibition, but there
are other considerations which must be taken into account. The main one 1s,
of course, that the landlord’s rent 18 jeopardised, and possibly the landlord
would argue, therefore thc Goveinment revemue. Another is that for many
ycars the landlords in Bengal havo had the right of selling up their raiyats,
There is, it must be admitted, considerable force in these arguments, and the
landlords would doubtless very strongly oppose an absolute prohibition.
Therefore, and 1n ordoer to carry the more ymportant provisions regarding the
probibition of alienation, I shculd be inclined to suggest a compromise
with the landlords 1n the shape of section 68 of the Civil Court Procedure and
the tlnrd schedule thereto. A direst precedent is afforded by section 84 of
the Central Provinces [ enancy Act. Executive orders might then issue, as 1n
the case of Civil Court sales, to the effect that when the property is mortgaged
or let by the Collector, prefcrence should be given to an aborigine or semi-
aborigine of the samc village and thereafter to other abongines or semi-
abonigines, and that the sale of the property should only be ¢ffected as a
last resvurce, when the debt cannot be r« aflezed otherwise.

The same provisions should apply to Government loans, etc. The section
has been drafted accordingly.

244. Reclamali n —Sections 19-21.—I1 is 8 common thing for the zamindars
to talk of the encroachment made by the Sonthals as if it were a criminal
offence. The Sonthals, on the other hand, always regarded the waste lands
within the boundarics of their village as theirs to reclaim. In intact villages
this 18 recognmised by the landlords, but, where will have ceased to be
intact, the conflict of opmion occurs. 1n such broken villages it must however
be held that the consent of the landlord is necessary to reclamation, though it
is in numbe:s of villages allowed without such consent, subject to a rent being
fixed later. But that 18 no reason why the landlord should be allowed to
withhold Lis consent for ever, or to tacitly allow cultivation on the under-
standing that he can charge what rent he likes, or in the alternative evict the
trespasser. Though technically a trespasser, the Sonthal has probably doue
tho landlord no harm whatevor. The landlord receives an crease of rent
at no oxpense of his own, while the Sonthal has done all the work. The
Chota Nagpur Act 1 desling with *“ korkar ”’ supplies the necessary provisions
for safeguarding this result of the tenant’s labour. .
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In cases of reclamation of lands occupancy rights should accrue at once as
in Chota Nagpur ; that should be one of the cultivator’s rights as the first
clearer of the soil by his unwntten privileges. But in Jhargram the clearers
of a village recently reclaimed were recorded 1n the settlement as having only
non-occupancy rights bevause they had been in possession for less than twelve
years. A law which subjects the first clearer of the sl to all the pains and
penalties of & non-occupancy right requires amendment.

245. Under-raiyals.~—In Birbhum 1t has been noted that in some parts the
descendants of tho original clearers of the soil were dubbed under-rayats, and
when their leader or hendman was sold up for rent, they werc all dispossessed.
In Bunkura also there was a tendency amongst the proprietors to regard the
Sonthale as under-raryats and to give themn no receipts To them the fact that
the Sonthal 18 an under-raryat moans that ho bas no right of occupancy. But
it 18 porfectly patent that an undor-raiyat, 1f he 1s tho orpzinal clearer of the
soil or a descendant of such a person, should have a right of occupancy 1n the
Jand and that he should bave the same rights as a raiyat, provided his original
right is st1ll mtact. Any Act that 1s framed should leave no loophole for a
mahajan or landlord to step in on the ground that a Sonthal 1s an under-
raryat, 1f the latter is the clearer of the soil. ~Section 21 has accoadmgly boen
framed to give an vnder-ratyat, 1f he 18 the clearcr of tho soil, occupancy rights.

216  Usury™—Sections 22-25 —The report, 1 venture to belicve, shows that
drastic action 1s necossamy as regards usury In these matters there s
absolutely no freedom of contract, and tho Sonthal 15 entirely at the merey of
the mahapm. For dealing with thesc qugstions which go nght to the very
root of the dispossession and poverty of the Senthal, thero 1s precedent in the
Sonthal Parganas and 1n the Dokkhan Agriculturists’ Rohiof Act (XVI1Iof 1873).
In the Sonthal Parganss, compound interest 18 forbidden, the total amount of
interest on the omgnal loan canuot exceed the amount of that loan, and
provision 1s made for the examination of the account between the rsiyat and
tho makajan ab smlio, regardless of wtervening contracts, The sume provisions
occur 1 the Dokkhan Agnculturists’ Relief Act, but are put more elaborately
By that Act the Court has also the power to make anrangements for the 1opay-
mwent of o dobt by periodical mstalments, instead of ordoung the sale of
mortgaged lands. Such provisions are peculiarly applicable to aborigines, and
1 hLavo iollowed the prowisions of the Sonthal Paigwnas Reculation and the
Dekkhan Act almost slaviehly.  Ono modification doserves attention. Provision
has been made for the repayment ot a debt by mstalments of gram  This 15
for tho reason that this method of 1cpayment 18 moro aceeptable to the abor-
gino than any other, and because there 1s somo chance of hus repayng the
dobt in this way, whilst there is hittle 1f the debt 18 tmmed i1nto money. Pro-
visten has already been made for the transfers of deciees for the sale of land
mortgaged before the proposed Bill to the Colleetor.

247. Section 26.—This 1s takon direct fiom the Chota Nagpur Tenancy
Act (section 258) and the Punjab Alienation Act (section 21), 1 order to
protect the orders of the Collector f1om bemy upset 1 the Civil Courts,

948  Section 27.—~This section demands no furthef remaiks than thac 1t 1s
obviously desirable that a Scttlement Ofheer should have the powers of s
Collector under the Act.

249, Sechons 28-31.—Thesc sections deal with appenl and revision

9250. Rents —Though a strong case can be made out from at least
Birbhum for a change in thelaw regurding rents, it 13 pussibly doubtful whother
there is on the whole sufficient evidence, or whothor any change would be expe-
dient The suggestion 15 a practicablo ono for umversal apphcation. This
quostion has given more trouble than any other portion of the roport.

1n place of such a chango, 1 now reccommoend the use of that hitherto
anused section 112 of tho Bongal Tenancy Act, which gives power to 8
Settlement Officor to scttlo and reduco ronts, where 1t 13 necessary 1 the
intorests of public oider and of tho loeal wolfure. 'This section 1s directly
adnpted to tho condition of affaurs 1 tho Rampur Hait subdivision at prosent,
Produco-ronts as in Banhura can be dealt with under section 40 of the

@ Possibly tho question of usury is onu W Tuh ought to be taken up more generaltly for the whole of
the ngn:nltur{l olasses of Bengsl 1 undorsiand such s proposal bas buvon made a6 & recent oonf or:n:-
velating to Uo-operstive Credat Bocieties
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Bengal 'Tenancy Act, though I must admit there is much more chance of a
Sonthel paying & high produce-rent than an equivalent money-rent. But the
Court can only fix i such cases a fair and equitable rent. It would probabl
be uscless for the Sonthals to apply under section 40 at present until a record-
of-rights has boen prepared, because in the majority of thcse cases the land-
lords maintain that the Sonthals have only non-occupancy rights in the land
or are only under-raiyats without a right of occupancy. The Sonthal would
find 1t difficult to prove his case in Cowmt,

251. Peripateisc Staff.—It has been suggested that, in order to ensure
that the provisions of the proposed Act should be carried into effect, a
peripatetic staff should be appointed to enquire into all cases of illegal
transfers and to bring them to the notice of the Collector. It 18 undoubtedly
a fact that without 1t a large, probably a very large, number of sub rosa transfeis
will be effocted  But 1t obviously mmust be composed of low-salaried officials,
otherwise the cost of it will be ver{ expensive. Such a staff will have plenty
of opportunities for meking uheit gamns by concealing transfers for a
consideration. It 1s doubtful whether it would get much supervision in tae
mide. of the other multifarious duties of the Collector, unless he has tho
matter very much at heart. It would probably be a free lance. The staff
would wony the makasan 1n and out of head-quarters, and the mahajan would
recompense himseli somechow by taking 1t out of tho unfortunate Sonthal.
It would be bourd to be unpopular both with the malajan and the Sonthal.
1 must confess that I do not like this propoeal of letting loose a new set of
officials, unless there 18 some guarantee for then pioper control, amongst the
populace. Such a guarantee would, however, be found n a properly organizod
and countiolled system for the maintenance of land records. There aiso would
be no objection to a Collector sending out from time to time a sympathetic
Deputy Collector to enquire into 1llegal transfers. I therefore recommend
that no peripatetic staff should bo appointed, but that, pending the cstablish-
wment of a staff for the maintenanco of land records, to whom the Collector’s
powers under the proposed Act should be entrusted, action should be
taken from tine to time by the Collector by deputing an experienced and
sympathetic Deputy Collector to enqune into illegal transfers.

Page 39 232. The question of whether the ITigh Court should have any jurisdic-
tion 1n any except aiiminal cases demands consideration in connmection with
tins Bill,

PROPOSED PILL.

WHFREAs 1t 18 expedient {0 amend the Law of Landlord and Tenant and the Law of
Usuiy amongst the aboriginal and semi-aborigminal tribes or castes within the territorios
under the admnistration of the Lieutcnaut-Govermor of Bengal, 1t 1s hereby enuscted
a8 follows —

Prelimmary—
1 (1) Thws Act may be called the Bengal Aboriginal Tribes Aot, 190

(2) 1t shall come 1uto force on such date (hereinafter oalled the commencement of
this Act) as the Local Government, with the previous sanotion of the Governor-General in
Council, mav, by notification 1n the local official gazette, appoint 1n this behalf
Punjab Alienation (8) The Local Government shall, by notification 1 the looal official gazette pubhished
of Land Act, 8 4 ooth the previous sanction of the Governor-General 1 Council, determine what bedies
of persons  any local area, district or group of districts are to be deemed to be abrmgimal
or semi-abonginal tritus or castes for the purposes of this Act
2, In this Aot, unless there 18 anything repugnant 1 the subject or context,—

(1) A “complete usufructuary mortgage ” means a transfer of the interest of a
tepant 1n his tenancy,
for the purpose of securing the payment of momey or grun advanced or

Chota Nazpur Ten- to be advaneced by way of loan,
ancy Aty 8 o (w1} upon the condition that the loan, with all inferest thereon, sball be deemed
to be extinguished by the profits arising from the tenancy during the period of
the mortgage.

(@) A “village hendman® means e person who engages with his landlord for
the payment of the rents paiable by (he raiyats in a village or portion there-
of, whether he 18 remuuerated 10 any one ar more combined of the followiag
ways —
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Yo kind, or money, or by some profit on the collection of rent, or by beng
peemitted to cultavate oertain lands free of or on a nominal rent, or to settle
waste lands,

and includes Mostagirs, Mandals, Pradhans and ijaradars.

(3) A tenure-holder, or a willago headman, or & raiyat, or an under-raiyaf, means
s tenure-bolder, or a willage headman, or a raiyat, or an under- raiyat, res-
pectively, of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribe or caste, unless the contrary
» eneaifically stated

(4) ANl ox ions which are defined by section 3 of the Bengal Temancy Aet,
shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, have the meanings assigned to
them 1n the ss1d eeotion

Rayats and under -rasyals,

3. No transfer cf a rmyat or under-raiyat of his right 1n his holding or any portion_ Central Provineos
thereof by mortgage, lease, sale, ift, or any contraot or agreoment shall be vahid to any T%uacyAct.s d6d)
extent, exorpt as provided by sections 4 end 5 Tenancy Act, s 73(0:!‘5'.

4 A raiyat mey grant e lease of his right on his holding or any portion thereof (uots Nagpur Ton-
to another persou of an aboriginal or eemi-abonginal tribe or caste to enable himto cultivate anoy Ast, » 45(1),
the land bond fide 88 an under-raiyat Reontha)  Forganas

5 A roiyat or under-raiyat may enter info a complete usufructuary mortgage of his 1872 as Amended iu
right in his holding or any portion thereof for any perod not exoeeding seven years, 0% 27(1)
provided that the term of such mortgage does not and cannot, 1 any posmble event by
any agreement, express or imphed, exceed the perrod herein laii down

G No transfor of a raiyat or under-raiyat, 1n his holding or any portion thereof, shall Chota Nagpur Ten-
be mndu:{; on the lendlord except m so far asit would be hnding under the Bengal sucy Act.s 48(2).
Tonancy Act .

7 If o transfer 1r made by a raiyst or an under-raiyat 1n contravention of the Centrsl Provinces
provisions of seation 3, the Colleotor may, on hise own 1mtiative, or on the application of Tenancy Aot, & 47
any person who would bo entitled to inhert the right in the holding of the rmyat orthe *g tual Porganrs
under-raryat 1n the event of his death without nearer hews, or ou the application of the Regulation UL of
landlord, eject tho transferes from such holding or portion thereof, b _‘“2,‘{:',';."“‘“' m
and either restore 1t to the reiyat or the under-raiyat, or "
to nny heirs of the raiyat or the under-raiyast who transferred hie mght i 1t, or
provided the raiyat or under-raiyat, who transferred his right in the land, had a nght of
occupancy 1 1t, put it 1n the possession of any ocher person resident or ouitivating
m the same wllage belonging to an sabongnal or sem: abongmal trbs or ocaste.

Fuihing such persons the right of settlement shall acorue to the landlord, provaded that he
is nol the original transferee de facto .

Provided—
(7) that tho {ransferee whom it 1s proposed to eject has mot beem in continuous
possession for twelve years;
(8) that hia 18 given an opportumty of showing cause against the order of eviction;
aunc

(¢) that all proceedings of the Collector under this seation shall be subject to
revision by the Commssioner
8 At any time after the expiration of the pemod for which a raiyat or an under- Chota Nagpar Ten-
raiyut hes under section 4 traneferred his nightin his holding or any portion thereof, tho *™¥ A1t s 46i¢)
Collector may, 10 his diseretion, either on his own 1mitiatave, or the application of the raiyat
or the under-raiyat or his hews, or the landlord, put the raiyat or the under-raiyat or
his hewrs, mnto possession of suoh holding or portion thereof jn the prescrited manner

Provided —
(¢) that the transfores whom 1t 18 proposed to eject is given an opportunity of showinw
cause against tho order of eviction ; and -

(%) thet all proceedings of the Collector under this section shall be subject to
revition by the Commssioner.

Tenure-holders and cillage headmen.

9. The tranefer of 8 tenure-holder of his nght in his tenure or any portion thereof, cuota Nagpur Teu-
or of a village headman 1n his right, as such, or any portion thereof, by mortgage, lease, auy Aty 5. 240
sale, gift or any contract or agreement, shall not be valid to any extent, except as provided Lo oven T ces
by sections 10 and 13. s G5A(4) '
10. A tenure-holder or village headman may grant a leaso of one or other of the
followmpg kinds:— waltionted Innd "
1) permansnt leases of uncultivat and to another person or persons of an
M sboriginal or semi-aboriginal triba or caste for the purpose of enabling the
lessee or male members of theiwr families to brng suitable portions of the laud
under oultivation, or 9
M a
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(2) loasea of uncultivated land to such 8 person to emable him to eultivate the Iand
as a raiyat.

Ezplanation —The expresmon “uncultivated land” as used 1n this seetion, inoludes
land, which, though formerly cultivated, 18 not, at the tume the lease 1s granted, exther
under cultivation or in the ocoupation of the lesseo for the purposes of cult:vation.

11 A tenure-holder or a village headman may grant a lease, or enter 1nto a complete
usufructuary mortgage, of s mght m all or any of the lands 1n his own oultivation to
exaotly the same extent, subject to the same conditions, Linbilitres and penalties as if 1t

Chotn Napur Ton Wero the nght of a raiyat 1n lus bolding or portion thereof,

mey Act, s 242 12 1f a transfer 18 made by a tenure-holder or a vil.hge headmen 1n contravention
of the provisions of section 9, the Collestor mey, on his own initiative, or on the application
of any person who would be entitled to inhent the rmght in the temure of the tenure-
bolder or the right 1n the village headship of the willage ﬁendman 10 the event of his death
without nearer ielrs, or on the application of the landlord, ejeot the transferee from such
tenure, village headshi p or portion thereof
and either restore 1t to the tenure-holder or the willage headman or
to any heurs of the tenure-holder or of the willage headman who transferred his right mn 1t,
ot put 1t in the possession of any other person remdent or oultivating 1n the same willa
belonging to an aborigimnal or semi-sbonginal tnbe or caste Failing such persons, the
right of settloment shall acorue to the landlord, provided that he 18 not the original
transferce de sacto

Provided—

{1) that the transferee whom it 18 proposed to oject hes not been in continuous
possession for twelve years,

(£) that he is given an opportumty of showing cause against the order of evietion
and ‘

(3) thai_all proceedings of the Colleotor under this section shall be subject to revision
¢ niral  Promaces by the Commissioner

Lui s hevouus A, 13 {I) .A {enure and a viliage headman’s nght, as such, 1f held by a member of an

v OTAUE aboriginal o1 semi-aboriginal tribe or caste shall be hentable, and the tepure-holder or the
willage boadman, whether holding under a wntten or verbal agreement, shall be entitled
to a rencwal of his lesse on its expiry, on lus agreeing to pay a fmir and equitable rent
tor the tenure orvillage headship.

(2) The nght of an aborigmnal or seri-aboriginal village headman, as such, shall be
indivieible, save 1 eo far us any arrangements to the contrary are in foroe at the time
of the commencement of this Act, and aﬁll devolve on one member only of his family
according to custom and usage.

General provisions reqarding alienation

( entr Provmuo’n 14 No transfer of a lease 1n contravention of the provisions of sections 3, 4, 5,9, 10, or
Teraney Act, 5 46(0
aney At s 11 shall be registered, or shall in any way be recognised os valid by any court, whether 1n
Iununey Act, v 705) the exercwse of wuvil, ecnminal or revenue jurisdiction.
( nota Nagpur Ten-
ancy Act, 5 46(3)
Punjab  Ahenation
of Land Act, v 17
Sonthd  Parganas
Recolation  T1L of
1872, a¢ ammendod
1808, & 27(2)

‘hf:‘th:Krg(gT"" 15 Nothing m the foregoing sections shall affect the validity of any tranefer (not

N hot Nagyur Ten- otherwise valid) of a raiyat or under-raiyat m s holding or any porton thereof, or of a

aucy Act,s 240(6)  tenure-holder 1n lus tenure or @ay portion thereof, or of o village headmsan 1n his nght as
such, or 1n any portion thereof made dond fide bofore the

16 If a tenure-holdor, village headman, raxyat or under-raiyat surrenders or abandons
s tenure, village headships or holding under circumstauces that amount to s wirtual transfer
of the tenure or holding on account of debts inourred by the tenure holder, village head-

Chota K mep 8D Talyat or under-raiyat, the provisions of sections 7 and 12 shall apply.
anis At s dg o 17 (1) Notwitbstanding anything contmned m sections 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, and 11 any
{hots Nagpur Ten- tenure-holder, village headmen or ocouprnoy-raiyat may, without the consent of the lari-
v Ad, e 21 lord, transfer his tenure or holding or any part thoreof for any reasonable and sufiment
purpose, hawving relation to the good of the tenure or holding, or of the tenure or estate 1n
which it 18 compnsed, such as tho use of the land for any chantable, religious or
cducational purpose,or for the purpose of mimng manufacture or irngation or as bulding
ground for any such purpose, or for access to land used or roquired for any such purposes

(2) Every such transfor must be made by registered deed, and before the deed 18
registered and the land transferred the written conmsont of the Collector must be obtained
to the terms of the deed and to the transfer.

(8) Before consenting to such tranefer, the Colleotor shall satiefy himself that the
landlord 18 adequately compeneated for the transfer, and, when only part of a tenure or
holding 18 transferred, may, if he think fit, apportion botwecn the transferee and the omginal
tenant the rent payable for the holding.
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Cour? sales,

18. No decree or order shall be passed by any court for the sale of the right of the tenure- Pnojab Alenation
holder, village-hoa’man, raiyat or under-raiyet i his tenure or holding, or any portion °f fand At o
thereof, nor shall any such right be sold in execution of any dearee or order :

Touancy Act, s 46(2)
Provided as follows— apd (3)

Centrnl Provinces
(s) any such right or holding may be sold in, execution of a decres of a competent I,‘:d""j‘;" Act, . 70(2)

Court, to recover an arrear of rent which has acorued in respect of the nght Conteat
or holding,

Provinces
" Ghuta Nagpar Ton
(b) any such nght or holding or portion thereof may be sold under the procedure sogydet, 17

fm“ded by the Public Demands Recovery Aot, 1895, for the recovery of a u.nf;"i:tﬂug o, "
oan granted for the benefit of the land under the Lend Improvement Loans
Aot, 1883, or the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 1884, or otherwise by the J.ocal
Government ;
(c) any suoh right or holding or portion thereof may be sold 1n execution of a decree
or order of a competent Court 1n satisfaction of a debt duo under a mortgage
which was rogistered before the commencement of this Aot.
(d) The oxecution of all such deorees or orders referred to 1n sub-seotions (a) (/) and

(¢) for the sale of guch rnghts or holdings or poruons thereof shsll bo tranafer-
red to the Collactor under section 68 of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908

Ezplanatwn —Yroviso (c) does not render vahd any document which 18 otherwise
illegsal or mvalid, or authorise a court to take judicial cognizance of any such document

Reclamation of land
v

19 (1) The oral or written comsent of the landlord for the reclamation of land, whioh Chots Nazpﬂfll-t';",e"
was previoudly junglo, waste or uncultivated, for tho purposes of cultivation, shall be 80 Attt ®4%
required 1n every oase ozcept —

(s) where the land was; before such reclamation, mcluded in the temancy of a
cultivator,

(t) when, by tho cusiom or usage of the village, tenure orestate, such oonsont
18 Dot nceessary,

(c) where the land forma part of tho lands of a tenure, held by a tenure-holder or of a
villago or portion thereof under a village headman as defined 1n this Act

(9) Such consent shall be deemed to have boen given if, within two years from the

date on which the cultivator commenced such reclamation, the landlord has not mado an
application to the Collector for the cjectment of the cultivator.

($) Nothing 1n this svotion authorizes any oultivator to reclaim nny orchard or oulfa-
vated or homostead land 1n the direct possession of any other person

20 "Whon any appliation referred to in section 19, sub-section (2), s made, the
Collector may, niter making such enquiry as he thinks fit,—

(a) order the cjectment of the cultivator from the land S0 reclaimed, upon payment
by the londlord of such rcasonable compensatior (if any) as the Collector
may direct, or,

(2) direct that tho cultivator may be left in undwsturbed possession of the land

21. Every rauiyat or under raiyat who cultivates or holds lands which he or any
member «f his family has reclaimed trom jungle, waste or uncultiyated land for the purposes

of cultivation, shall have a mght of cccupaney in such laud, notwithstanding that he has
not cultivated or held the land for & period of twelve years

Usury

92 (1) All courts shall obsorve the rules contarned *m sub-section (2) n the following g,.uai  Panmoss
desoniptions of swmts —

TRegalation 111 (1572)
(@) enits for recovery of money alleged to be due to the plaintiff when the defenda “ F)ukhnn Agzmt
or ove of the defendants 18 a member of an abongwnal or senu-aboriginal caste :“““;“‘*'1'2“"1‘;“ vy
or tnbe 15B, 16C, 150, 16, 17,
on acoount of mopey lent, or advanced to, or pad for, the defondant, or 20 aad 7iA.

as the price of goods sold, or
1 an sccount stated between the plantiff and the defendunt, or
on o wntten or unwritten engagement for the payment of money not heroin-
before provided fo1,

(8) suits for recovery of money due om contracts other than the above and suits for
moveable property or for the value of such property, or for damages, when

the defendant or one of the defendants 15 a member of an aboriginal or semj-
abonginal caste or tribe; and
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(¢) swts for foreclosure or for the possession of mortgn&ed operty, or for sale of
such property, or for foreclosure and sale, when the endant or one of the
de.fiendnnta 18 & member of an aboriginal or semi-abonginal caste or tnbe;
an

(d) smats for the redemption of mortgaged property when the intiff, or where
there are seversl plaintiffs, any one of the plantiffs, is e mglr:llber of an abon-
gnal or semi-abonginal caste or tribe.

(2) (a) The oourt, if the amount of the creditor’s elaim ia disputed, shall nnless, for
veasons to be recorded by it in wmting, it deems it unnecessary to do
g0, examine both the plaintiff and the defendant as witnesses, and shall
enqmre 1uto the history and merits of the oase from the commencement
of the transaction between the parties and the persons (1f any) through whom
they claum, out of which the suit has arisen, first with a view to ascertaining
whether there 13 any defence on the ground of fraud, mustake, accident,
undue influence or otherwise, and, secondly, with & v_ew to taking an acoount
between the parties 1n the manner provided below herein

When the amonnt of the claim 18 sdmitted and the Court, for 1essons to be
recorded by 1t 1n wnting, beheves that such admission 18 true and 18 made
by the debtor wath a full knowledge of his legal nights as agamnst the
creditor, the Court shall not be bound so to enquire, but may do so if 1t
thinks fit

In other cases 1n whirh the amount of the claim is admitted the Court shall be
bound to enquire as aforesa:d.

(b) Interest on eny dobt or Lislihty for a period exceeding one year shall not be
decreed at a higher rate than two per cent. per mensem, mnotwithstanding any
agreemont to the contrary, and no compound wmterest, or any compound
interest arising from any intermediate adjustment of account, shall be decreed.

(¢) Tho total 1nterest decreed on any loan or debt shall never exceed one~fourth
of the prlnciEa.l sum, 1f the period be mnot more than one year, and shall
not 10 any other case exceed the principal of the onginal debt or loan,

{d) All money paid by or on ascount of the debtor to the areditor or on Lis account,
and all profits, service or other advantages of every desoription received by the
cred tor 1n the course of the transaction (estimated 1f necessary, at such
money-value a8 the Court on its discretion, or with the aid of arbitrators
appointed by 1t, may determine) shall bo creditablo first in the acocount of
1terest, and when any payment 1e more than sufhaient to discharge tho
balance of interest due at the time it 1s made, the residue of such payment
shall be oredited to the debtor in the account of principal

Exrplanation —The expression “‘intermediate adjustment of acoonnt’ in olause (b) of
this sub-section mecans any adjustment of acoount which 18 not final and 1ncludes the
renewal of an existing claim by bond, decree ox otherwise, when, without the passing ol
frosh consideration the ongmal claim 18 increased by such renewal

Tllustration — A bond 18 given for Rs 75, of which Iie 26 are interest. TUnless the
creditor can prove to the satisfaotion of the Court that he gave such consideration for the
bond as rendered the transuotion fair and equitable, of the Rs. 75, ks 50 orly will bear
interest, and the Limit of the olaim on the bond will be Rs. 100, provided that the total
Rs 50 Las uot been nequitably arrived at

23. The Court may in 1ts discretion 1n passming a decree under section 22, sub section
(1), clause (a) or eclauee (3), or for the redemption of mortgaged property und-r the section,
sub-section (1), clausze (@), or mstead of passing any decree for the foreclosurs, posecesion or
sale, or for the foreclosure and sale under section 31, sub-section (1), clause (c), for any
mortgaﬁed property, may pass r dearee stating what amount 1s payable by the debtor, and
may, 1f it thinks fit, direct that the amount shall be repayable 1n 1instalments of either
money or grain on such dates, and without or with such interesi as it tinks fit, and
wnen the mortgagee 13 1n possession, as to the appropriation of profits and accounting
therefor, as 1t thinks fit Suoh instalments, 1f of money, may bo paid inio Court.

24 Any person of an sboriginsl or semi-aboriginal tribe may sue for an accoumt of
the amount of prinoipal and interest remaining unpaid on a mortgage, or for aL acoount
of money lent or advanced to or paid for lum by a creditor, or due by him to the creditor
as the prices of goods sold, or on a wrniften or unwritten engagement for the payment of
money, and of money pad by him to the creditor,
and for a deoree declaring the amount, 1f any, still payable by hum to the creditor. The
amount, 1f any, paysble by the pisuntiff shall be determrned under the rules contained in
eection 22,

25 A decree passed under section 24 may, besides declarng the amount due, direot
that such emount shall be pmid by instalments of grain or monmey, with or wathout
interest ; and when any such decree so direots, and the amount 1s repayable 1n 1nstalments
of money, the plamntiff may pay the amount of such deoroe, or the amount of each 1nstalment
ped by such dearee, as 1t falls due, into Qourt, m default whereof execution of the decree
may be enforoed by the defendant in the ssme manner asif he had obtained a decree 1n a

swt to recover the debt.
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Qeneral.

20. No suit shall be entertaned 1n any Civil Conrt established under the Bengal, Chota Nagpur Ten-
Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1587, to vary, modify or set aside, erther direotly or 8867 Aot,s. 8.
indirectly, any order or decree of any Collector or Revenuse Officer in any swt or proeeedlrl;ﬁ Puojab Allenation

of 1

under this Act, or shall have jursdicticn 1o any msatter which a Colleotor 18 ompowe Land Aot, & 2
to dispose of by this Act

27 (I) I'be local Government may vest any Duputy Collector by name or office with
the powere of a Collector under this Act,

(#) In particular, during the conduot of any proceedings under Chapter X of the
Bongal Ienaucy Act, the Chief Revonue Officer in charge of such proceedings shall bave
tz-officso the powers of a Collector under thig Act

29, Appeals shall ho agarust the proccedings of any Deputy Collector exereing Chota Nagpur Ten
the pawers of & Collector under this Aot to the gollsotor of the district, whose orders *°°7 Act: s 215
thereou slinll only be subject to revision by the Commussoner of the Division

Provided that—

(1) appenls from the prooeedings of the Chief Revenue Officer m charge of proceedings
under Chapter X of the Bengal Tensncy Aot may hie to the Commissioner,
if the Local Government o direct, and that

(<) appeals from officers subordinate to such Chief Revenue Officer, shall e to
the Clief Revenue Officer.

29  Appesls shall Le agmnst the proceedings of the District Colleotor 1n exercise
of his original juriediction to the Commissioner of the I)ivieion
80. (2) v the performance of thewr duties nud the oxorcise of their powers under  Chots Nacpur Ton
tlus Act Collectors rhall be subject to the general direction and control of the Commssioner = > =~ ° =%
nnd the Board of Revenne, and Deputy C)llectdrs exeroming funclions of the Collector
shall also be subject to the direction and control of the Collector.
2) Bimilady Clnef Itevenue Officers and Revenue Officers shall be subjeot to the
gereral direction aud ountrol of the Collector, Commissioner and tle Board of Ravenue
snd the Cluef Rovenue Officer, ptovided that if appesls he from the Chief Revenue Officer
to the Commussoner, the Chiof Revenue Officor shall not be subject to the general
direction and control of the Collector.
31 All applcations for apperal or revision must be presented within thurty days
of the date of the mder or dearsion

CIOAPTER XV

SETTLEMERT DPROPO<ALS, AND TRANSFER OF JURISDICTION.

(Terms of the Reference—No. XIV.)

253. Gencral proposals —The last of the terms of tho reference on which I
have to report 18 whether any settlement proceedings should be undertaken in
any area under report. I shall fist treat this matter generally. I have been at
some pams to'try and powt out that the chief opprossor 18 the mahajan. To this
purpose I have thrown some proposals into the form of a draft Bill But this Ball
will not do much to prevent the acquisition of lands b? makajan, 1f there are no
racords showing what lands the Sonthals now hold. The makajan will endeavour
to take the land away from him, and then state either that 1t was taken previous
to the passing of this Act or that tne Sonthal never had possession of 1t or had no
rights 1n it, avd that he obtained 1t from thelandlord Also, 1f the Collector has
in each case to go into a mass of evidence to discover 1f the Sonthal had occupancy
rights or was 1n possession before or after the passing of the Act before he was
dispossossed, then thero is a possibility that he will not use his powers under the
Act But if the Collector has a record-of-rights to work on, then he can without
any difficulty pass orders on questions pf dispossession. Without it nothing
effective can be done, This, therefore, is the general argument that I advance
in favour of an eurly settlement of the Sonthal aroa, viz., that 1f the proposals
regarding legislation became law, a settlement will greatly enhunce their effect,
and for their proper working is a practical necessity

On this ground I therefore strongly advocate a change for the general T énﬂm

rogramme laid out for & settlement of the whole of Bengal, viz,, that Buirbhuw, ’
Jgankura and Miduapore may bLe taken up as early as possible. The
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permanently-settled portion of Balasore could doubtless bo taken up along
with Miduapore.

Pege 01, (Recom- 254. Partswular proposals,—There is however an area where a record-of-

mendation No 6,)

Fnges 1, 6970
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rights 1s_1n my opinion 1mmediately necessary, and that 1s in part of the
Rampur Hit subdivision.

There are four main reasons why a settlement should be eoffected in this
area The first is that the Sonthals have seen the results of a settlement in the
Sonthal Parganas, and they desire a sottlement in thewr own lande. The
socond 1s that rents bave been mcreased arbitrarily, and the tenant pays on the
whole considerably more than he did in 1881, and it is necessary to put a
check on these illegal enhancements. Other reasons-of the same class are in
sorae villages the necessity for putting a stop to 1illegal exaetions; in others for

¢ f, Dharmpur ana determining the cxact status of the Sonthal , in a third proup for detorminng
e AT the actuul rent, and m all cases for classifying and finding out how much
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land the Sonthal really has, The third reason 18 of & difforent class, and that

418 that Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha’s compromise between landlords and

atenants had the cffect of preventing to some.extent the breakage of the
headman system, and a settlement may be expected to do the same A fourth
and cogent reason 1s the neccessity for showing some tangiblo results of the
enquines, and in a shape which 18 expected, viz., that of a settlement. In
view of what has already been said in Chapter XIII, I conmder that 1t would
be politic to have an amin on the ground as soon as possible, 1f only for the
traverse survey.

The total area proposcd for settlement 18 just over 100 squarc miles, and
18 made up as follows . —

Thana Number of Mau/as Number of Sontha! willages.
Murarna 12 35
Nalhat: e 15 14
Rampur 23 80
Maureswar 10 13

The nap and hst of willages has beon scparately forwarded to the Director of
Land Records I must admt that in the Rovd L. O. Skretsrud’s villages there 1s
not much necessity for a settlement, except as regards the gomastha cess, but this
15 the homo of the trouble. 1 see therefore no advantage in leaving out these vil-
lages. In thisconnection Mr. Skrefsrud wrote e letter to Mr. Foster, Collector
of Birbhum, dated 28th January 1908, i which 1t uppears that he 18 strongly
opposed to a scttloment. This con only refor to lus own villages, which in
Birbhuw are few m number So long as the enquiry was against mahajans,
Mr. Skrefarud was sympathetic, but when be saw 1t was concerncd with landlords
also, he became ungympathetic

Most of the Sonthal villages in the area proposed for settlement were
megsured by Bubu Bhuban Mohan Raha 1n 1881—83, and in some 50 per cent.
ot these 1ents fixed. The measurements and rents are now out of date.

I havo mncluded in this proposal certain villages i the Mollarpur Pargana,
belonging to the Mohant of Mollarpur, and settled by Munshi Nundj m
1801—03. These mclude willages Jetia, Raipur and Polashponi, where the
Mohant has been churging unduly high rates for increased cultivation, and the
villuge of Rampur, whero the record-uf-nghts of 1891-92 has been completely
ignored. The area propused for settlement is practically the * disafiectod”
arca, 1f I may use the word.

255 As regards (1), the scattered villages in Mahamad Bazar outpost,
and (2) the block of villages in the Rajnagar outpost, I am not aware that, in
vicw of an impending general settlement, the urgency for an immediate
gettlement 18 so great. The date of their settlement is more a matter of
admunistrative convenience, The Sonthals, howgver, 1n this area, on seemng a
scttlement tn progress, may agitate for o setilement also ; consequently 1t will
not be advisable to postpoue the settlement of this area too long. In the
programme for Bengal, the general settlement of Birbhum is put down for the
years 1913-14. I presume the special settlement proposed above could be
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completed in 1911, so that, if the traverse survey party ocould appeatr in
the cold weather of 1911-12 in Rajnagar, this would be sufficient. Should,
however, the Director of Land Records consider that, from the point of
view of completeness and convenience of administration, the settlement
of these remaining vjllages should be undertaken separately from that
of the general settlement, it might be taken up immediately after that of
the area I have proposed. The local officers can easily supply the list of such
villages and manzast. The total area would be less than 100 square miles, pro-
bably about 70 There 18 no urgency as regards the villagesin thana Bolpur, etc

These proposals are being submitted through the Director of Land
Records, who will, 1 hope, employ Manlvi Ekramuddin, my Kanungo, under an
experienced Sonthal Settlement Officer ike Mr, J. Robertson, Deputy Coilector,
in the special settlement, should it be sanctioned.

256  Seclion 112, DBengal Temancy Act—In Chapter XIV a reference
has been made to the necessity of legislating on the subject of rents. I
have reluctantly given up certain proposals regarding these rents, and in
their placo have recommended a free use of section 112 of the Bengal Tenancy
Act, which empowers a Settlement Officer, when necessary in the interests
of public order or of the local welfare, to settle all rents and to reduce them.
The application of this section to a scttlement of the Sonthal area in the
Rampur Hait subdivision 1s desirable on three grounds:—(1) because the rents
of Sonthals have been illegally enhanced out of proportion to the excess area
under cultivation, (2) because rates of rents were fixed in 1881 and 1892 as
being applicable to the Sonthals, bat the rents are much higher in certain
villuges, and (3) because 1f a sottlement is undertaken, excess arca will be found
under cultivation, rents will have io be assessed for this area, and the present
discontent will be augmenteg.

1 neced say nothing morc as regards grounds Mos. (1) and (2), the evidence
regarding them 1s to be found in Chapter VII. What I wish to emphasize s
the third ground, wliwch makes section 112 of the Bengal Tenancy Act
peculiarly applicable. Inthe Notes on Clauses in the Bill of 1906,* it was
said —*Expencence bas shown, however, that certain landlords have been able
to foreo 1llegal and oppressive rents on the tenantry without creating any 1mme-
diate agrarian disturbance  In such cases the Government proposesin future
to take action to rcduce the excessive rents before any actusl disturbance
arises.” That 18 what has happened 1 Birbhum no immediate agraran
dasturbance has becn created, though rents have been illegally and excessively
enhanced, but there 1s plenty of discontent. That gives a ground for action
under section 112, Bengal Tenancy Act.  BBut the point 13 that after the settle-
ment, these rents will have to be still further enhanced on account of the excess
aron found under cultivation, and the probabilities are that the discontent will
bo further augmented  Whether there 1s danger of trouble or not, the position
is 50 full of possibihitics for triouble that I think 1t 18 necessary in the interests
of public ordér and of the local welfaro that nothing should be done to
further increasc the present discontent, and to this end I recommend that the
Settlement Officer in Rampur Hat should be given powers under section 112,
Bengal Tenancy Act,—(1) to settle the ronts of all Sonthals and other aboriginal or
semi-uboriginal tribes, and (2) to reduce them, 1f 1n his opinion the maintenance
of the existing rents would be unfair and mequitable. There would be
hittle difficulty in setthng the rents, because a table of rates has been twice
prepared in Rampur Hit subdivision, and these would form a bams, with the
necessury modifications, for the futurc rents. Such s measure in Rampuar At
should have a most salutary offect. It must be remembered that since 1872
the Sonthals 1n this area have been agitating off and on, and that any action
taken has been in the ngture of a compromisc. It 18 now time that full
powers should be exercised for putting matters on a firm basis. In setthng this
area, 8 considerable amount of trouble will have tv be taken to explain that
the lands lost by the Soathals cannot be given back to them, but I am hopeful
that the Sonthals will be reasonable 1n this respect.

256. Alternative Proposal.—Transfer of junsdiction,—As the report was
in the Press, it was suggested to me by the Director of Laud Records that

. ® Vide Bampmm’s Tenanoy Act, &ugp 363
1+ A rough list has been sent to the Director of Land Becords

Pages 63-0.
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it would be advisable to draw the attention of Government to the ecase with
which the Sonthal villages in Birbhum could be transferred to the Sonthal
Parganas, and the whole Sonthal problem in Birbhum thus disposed of This
question forms no part of the reference, but there can be no doubt that that
would be the end of the trouble in Birbhum, which, as slready remarked. has
been going on since 1872. It is the real solution. The portions transferred
would consist of & block 1n the north-west of Murarai thana, another block in
the west of Nalhati thana, adjoining strip of Rampur HAt thana on the west,
widening out at the south and extending down to a block in the west of
Maureswar thana, a few villages on the border in Mohamad Bazar outpost,
and finally a block in the north-west of Rajnagar outpost. This erea does
not exceed 170 square miles. The names of the villages that can be
transferred from the subdivimon of Rampur HAt are contsined in the hst of
villages proposed from settloment on page 94. The naries and pomiions of
the other villages would have to the ascertained from the local officers. A
rough list has been sent to the Director of Land Records.

The question of this transfer was once raired beforse in 1872, but it was
pointed out® that the villages had not been transferred because—

(1) the Bengali element predominated in some of the parganas, and
{2) Sur1 was a more convement administrative centre. T

Later the matter was rather summarily disposed of by saying that nothing
could be done until a Census”was made showing what population
predominated,

Ip the present case, howaver, it is not proposed to transfer a pargana, but
to transfer the Sonthal villages in the parganas adjomning the Sonthal I’arganas.
The question of Bengali predominance 1s not therefore of so much aceount,
although there sre a certain number of Bengal villages in the area. The area
indicated above 1s, to the best of my behef, that i1n which the Sonthal: element
predominates, though doubtless towards the east the Bengali element pro-
dominates. If necessary, statistics of population could however be obtained
from the village Census tables} by assuming that all Animists end Christians
are Sonthals, and some of the Eastern villages ehminated. As regards the
second difficulty, it must be admitted that Suri is a far more convemeat
centre of admimstration, though it 18 & curious position that on that account
the Sontbals should have to submit to a different set of laws than theiwr brethren
in the Sonthal Parganas. It would seem that, in such a case, convenience of
the centre of admimstration should give way entirely to the necessity of a
different kind of admiristration.

A third difhculty 1s that the landlords and makajers will strenuousl
object to such a transfer. But, 1f the proposed settlement and the proposed BLK
are carried into effect, the result should be very nearly the same, cxcept as
regaids rents,, and even regarding them interferance 1s very desimable.

Mr. Maddox, in the letter originating this enquiry,§ gave 1t as his opinion
that 1t was useless to consider the question then of a transfer without an
unfair disregard of vested interests, although to a large extent these interests
had in past yeurs uudoubtedly been secured exther by fraud or by force
majenre, or 1n return for consideration, 1n the majority of cases totally inadequate.
I do not suppose however that Government, 1f it transierred this area,
would 1nterfere with vested 1interests of the past, but would only introduce
the Sonthal Parganas system with effect from the date of the trausfer. This
meets this objection to some extent.

Historcally and physxoally the area belongs to the Sonthals, and therefore
to the Sonthal Parganas. The Sonthals cleared 1t originally. Toany one
travelling through the country, the boundary between the districts appears
to have been laid in an extremely empirical manner by drawing straight lines
to join up the esstern or south-eastern ends of the Sonthal Parganas Hills as
they approached the boundary. If a space had been left in the Sonthal

* Qovernment letter No. 1083, dated the 14th Februery 1478.

+ Government lotter No 2373, dated the Oth Apnl 1873

1 Tables showing distribution by religions are available i the Birbhum Dhstriet Office, but not easte
1

or nationslity
§ Commusmoner of Burdwan's letter No 237T. G. dated 20th August 1908 .
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Par%'anu of five or six miles between the ende of the hills and the plains, there
would have been none of this trouble. I em most strongly in favour of the
proposed transfer, and I can only regret that, as the question was not meluded
1n the reference, that T have not full details of population and area to give
Goverument.

The above facts ere however possibly sufficient to give Governmont an
idea as to whether the mutter should be seriously consmdered. Meanwhile,
the discussion on the guestion need not delsy the proposed settlement, if it is
decided that 1t should be undertaken.

A transfer of juriediction in Bankura would mean the transfer of nearly
two-thirds or three-quarters of the Sadar subdivision to Chota Nagpur. imn
the Midnapore area, together with that of the Fatehebad pargana in Balasore,
could appropriately form a new district by itself, and transferred to Chota
Nagpur. The latter proposal to divide Midnapore into two districts, which was
originally brought forward on other grounds, has I understand, been already
negutived. If howover it 18 ever revived, plenty of evidence for its necesaty
can be found in this report.

207. A final recommendution —It is obvious that, if possible, one Page G
Sonthal knowing Deputy Collector should be posted to each of the districts of (Rosomivendation
Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore It 18 however more mnecessarv that No 14)
Sonthal-knowing Munsifs shouid be sppointed at Rampur HAt (Birbhum),
Khatra (Bunkura) and Yidnapore Sadar. It would be desirable to have a
Sonthal-knowing Munsif also in Suri Sadar (Birbhum), Bankura Sadar and
Garbeta and Danton (Midnapore), but this 18 probably an 1mposability.

Collectors and District Judges in these districts should therefore encourage
the Deputy Collectors and Munsifs subordinate to them to pass the special
Janguage examination in Sonthali, and to obtain the prescribed reward of
Rs. 1,000, For the Munaf at Khetra it should be, on account of the
large Sonthal population in Raipur, Simlapal and Khatra, almost a sine qua non
taat he should pass the examination. It would not perhaps be necessary
to lay down uny strict rule on the subject, but merely to rule that this officer
was expected to pass the examination under penalty of a tramsfer. I gather
that 1t would be a penalty.

Pages3,8& 0.

CHAPTER XVI,

SuMMARY.

1t remains to bring together the recommendations contn:ined m the report
These are not many and are definitoly stated in certain portions of the
report. ‘They are—

! The introduction of an Act to prevent the alienation of land and to
amend the lLaw of Usury amongst aborigines and semi-aborigines on the lines
of the draft on pages 82 to 87, and discussed in Chapter XIV. .

2. The immediate extension of this Act to tho tribes and areas given on

omr page 68.
pageg & ';‘l;l: aubl:eguent cxtension of this Act to other tribes and other areas
on enquiry from the local officers, vide page 72, also page 68 o

4 In the progress of any settlement operations an enquiry into thc

question whether there are other tribes to whom it should be extended. »ids
page 68.

pn.gef:l.2, "i‘llizt the attention of the Government of Lastern Bengal and _Assam

may be drawn to the matter, with a view to protecting the Sonthals in the

Barind, vide page 72. i

6. 'I'he immediate settlement of an area of about 100 squere mules of
Sonthal villages in Rampur Hit subdivision, Birbhum, and the appheation of
section 112, Bengal Tenancy Act, to this area, end should the Director of Land
Records think fit of the dres:;ninmg villages in Mohamed Bazaar and

jnagger, sde es 88 an .
Ra.]n7. va'i:h ar:'igw to making the proposed legislation effective, a change
' in the 24 years' settlement programme of Bengal so as to bave Birbhum

o0
N &
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Bankura, Midnapore end the remaining portion of Balasore settled as early as
possible, mds page 88.

8. Suggestions regarding education, »ide page 58.

9. Suggestions regarding Agricultural Banks, vide page 61.

. 10. Suggestion regarding dates of realwsations of agricaltural loans,
vide page 61.

11. Suggestion that the attention of Sub-Registrars should be drawn to
the necessity of explaining to aborigines thoroughly the documents the latter
exeocute, vids page 36.

12. Consideration of question whether ap 8 in cases against and
brought by Sonthals, except in criminel cases, should go before the High Court,
vvde pages 39 and 83.

13. Recommendation of stoppage of barter for rice-beer in Birbhum, vide
page 58. There are no othcr recommandetions regarding the liquor traffic for
the reason given on page 60.

14. Certain recommendations as regards Munsiffs, etc , and their language,
vide page 91.

GLOSSARY

A

Abwab—Illegal coss.
Adhi—Term apphed to a produce-rent according to whioh the temant pays the landlord
half the orop.

AJmndEr—A tenure (thana Garhbeta), ride page 20.

Amle—A landlord’s eervant, whose duty 1t 18 to look after acoounts, eto, of the
property.

B

Band—A kind of tank

Banya—Trader.

Barsali — A rate of interest, mde Eage 26,

Benami—Granted to & person other than the rent grantee.

Bethbegari—Free labour given by a tenant to hie landlord

Bhagti—Term apphed to a produce rent ; the tenant divides the crop with the land-
lord m & fixed proportion. o

Chitha— A statement used 1n the report of rents and arrears
Chotha—A. rate of interest, vsde page 26.
D
Derhia— 50 per cent. intereat.
Desh-Manjhi—Perganait s asmetant
Dhan—Paddy.
Dhangar—Usually used to mean uplands.
Dhurta—A rate of interest, mde page 26,
Dikku—A foreigner 1n from the Sonthal’s point of view, 6.g., a Bengah
Dubra—100 per cent. interest. o

G
Ghat—Upsed in the to mean a jungle pass.
Ghatwal— Guardian of a jungle pass, -
Gola—A gran store.
Gomnhtnv—hndlard's rent.collector.
Gomit—Village messenges.
Gurn—A villsge school-g:lut-.
I
Ijaradar—A farmer of remts; in Salbani & village headman, cide page 21; also 1n
Balasore, vide page 23.
Ijara—The interest of an ijaradar. 3
Jamai or Jote—A temanay, 18.19.
Jangalbun— A tenure, esde page lg.
gdknr—BGenerdlynﬂlhery;nsedbyllr.BkrelnudtodmhthengM' to use water.
ama-—Rent.

Jamabandi—Landlord’s list of rents.
Jog-Manjhi—8onthal villege master of ceremonies and moral oenser.
Jog-Paranick or Jog-Faramanick—J og-Manjhi's deputy.
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K

Kabuliyat-——Wntten arrangement to accept & lease.

Koara— nait’s assistant 1n Balasore.

Khatian— Paper prepared showing rent, area, rights, eto,, of a tenant 1a his holding

Khas —(Possesmon) , personal possession without intervention of an intermediary.

Khem —Term applied to rent-free land of Sonthal village officials.

Kistibandi1 — An arrangement for repayment of a debt 1n instalments

Kist—Time of repayment

Korali—A rate of mterest, ride page 26.

Kotal—Village messenger

Krishap1— A system of cultivating labour; the labourer is given & certnin amount of land
to cultivate, and he 18 remunerated by ashare of the crop, a common form 1s that 1n which the
owner provides the peed and the labourer obtains a one-third share of the crop.

Kmshan—A labourer

Kudam naiki—Naik’s assistant.

Kudom Laiya—DLaiya's assistant.

Kurfa raiyat —Under-raiyat.

L
M

Laiya—Village priest

Mahsjan—Money-lender

Mandal—Village headman

Mangan—BSubsemnption fromw raiyats to defray any expendes of a landlord
Main—Term applhed (o the rent free lands of Sonthal village offioials
Mnn]h1—Sont£al village headman , alac general surname of a Sonthal.
Mokurrari—Permanent, lease at a fixed rate

Mokurridar—The holder of o mokurran lease.

Mostagir—Villege headmean, also farmer of renta.

N
Naiki—Sonthal village priest.
Narmal—Term used meaning the lower plains of Bengal
11
Panochak—Nominal or quit-rent
Taranick or I’'aramemck —Manjhi’s assistant
Parja—Raiyat
Patmi—A peoculiar tenure, whose holders are haible to be a sold up 1n & manner sim:ler
to holders of estates.
Patta—Wnitten lease L4
Pathsala—Village sohool
Perganait—Head of a group of Manjhis or Sonthal headmsn of different villages,
usaally the leader of the Sonthals to a partioular locality.
Pradhan—Village headman.
B8

Sajhai—Term applied to & produce-rent ; the amount ofthe produce 1s fixed by weight
or volume.
i—A. premium for a lease
Bel—A. valuable jungle tree (Shorea robusta).
Batasi—37% per cent 1interest.
B81001—25 per ocent. 1nterest.

T
Tala—BSeparate group of houses in a village , a hamlet.
Z
Zemindar—A. landlord holding under Government.
MREASURES
1= . sue 20 aria.
1lan -se e about 10 seers.
1 mep .. .ee . 8 suha
1 suli ane ces . 20 pie.
2 me 1 seer (kutoha)
24 seers (kutcha) . s 1 seer (puces).
1 ara . ee 16 kuris.
1 m‘ [ X1 ] ase LLX ] 4 mm-
1 man . e esse 4 8.
1 .o 4 konas.

oo -

8 seers (approximately).



94 LIST OF VILLAGES in Bampur Hat
Last of Villagee proposed for settlement yn Rampur Hdt Subdivivion.

Revenu .
Name of Thana Name of Mauss. survey Area in

l No anres.
| Baraha Gopalpur . .- 19 2,968
&antoshpur ... .ee . 20 730
Hs.]mgl'am. see wse Y] 68 1'620
Mukundapur .. “ee - 76 200
ghnndmpan .- . ;6 518
akorgram ... - 4 295
Murara % | Birnagar ... . 70 1,020
Haorindoba eee ven ve 71 700
Chandarpur ... .ee . 72 304
Matharapur ... can aes 73 1,640
Kamdebpams ... .ur 120 1,870
- Jhlkorhﬂh sae ...l -nw 122 43“
(| Barsur - - .. 2 655
Sultsppur . - .- 1 1,004
Pushur . .- ene 7 810
Gobindspur ... . .os 8 714
Bbola aes .es . 9 671
Madua ces .. . 13 677
Haritoka . . . 16 956
Kadaeir ces - .ee 14 501
Nalhatt hb ga.bufm . . 34 1,129

adofa . .e ees

Madhabpur ... 10 901
Bhabanondapar .- - 1 1,874
Lakshminarayanpur .. .es 3 1,610
Haridaspur ... - - 6 1,136
Kartikdangs ... e .t 6 268
|| Santoshpur ... con e 4 985
[ | Bodhra . . 7 1,507
Chhora . - - 15 1,007
Chbakaapur .- . 1 1,218
Belia Mitrupjsypur .. e 11 1,811
Narayanpur .. .- .- 12 1,325
Ekpara . er - 13 1,956
Khedamara ... cae . 14 1,182
Bhatina .- - 21 2,266
Kalkapur .- . ‘e 26 295
Tudipur . .- eee 22 2,444
thﬁdpur vee ars 12 218
Rampur Hit .. | Kashtagarh ... .- . 11 1,176
Tahaldara aee - ee 3 376
Rampur . .es .- 9 464
Jathla s . 10 264
Hatikanda . ane 13 608
Ghesura or Masura e . 18 2,271
Nituraia . .. - 22 1,046
Bammgaon ... e .ee 29 649
Gona .. e .- 20 904
Sapabandhr ... .ee - 41 670
Khojapur - - 16 14l
(| Terachua 28 6,861
r 1latgachia . 38 3,767
| Manboha 27 1,485
Ghagha e ves 14 1,246
Jetin b wre ven 32 2,246
J | Rawpurchak ... ee aca 1 1,335
Maureswar ... 3 Blrr]pur e . - 13 340
Gosla .- .es s 10 1,086
Pachami . aee ven 23 489
Ohanda aee vee 41 1,126
|| Ealeipshari .. w17 713
Total 71,743




PART II.

CONTENTS.
Appendix
number Sozsnor Page.
I a) Bresaux 1—13
Sonthal Villages
Subdivison Thans. Enquring Officer Village numbers
RBampur Hit .. | Murarai - . e rem I— 111 1— 2
Nalhat: = 1V— VI 2— 6
Rampur Hat vee e voe VIiI— XII 6— 8
Maureswar - e XIIT— XV 8—10
BSadar o | Sun (Mahomed Bazar XVI il
outpost)
Sun (Hajuagar out- | Maulva Suyrd | XVII— XX | 12—13
t) Muhammad Nazr-
| nddin
I .. Barxuors Bipaz Susprvision. 14—383
Sonthal Villages
Thana. +Enquring Officer Village numbers
Bankura (Chhatns out- | Maulva Ekramuddin I— 1I | 14—16
post)
Ganganlghati cutpost Ditto e II1— Iv | 15—18
(Saltera cutpont).
Onda (Taldangs out-| Maulv1 Saiyid A'2 16
poat) Muhammad Nazir-
uddin
Simlapal (Independant Ditto VI— VII1 | 16—17
outpost)
Khatra . . VIII— XI | 17—22
Do « | Maulvi Ekramnddin XI1I— XVIiI |23-25
Do (other trnbes) Ditto - | XVIIl— XXII | 26—27
Raipur . e XXIII—-XXVI1II | 27—32
1(e) Mipxaroar Sapie Buspivision 32—60
Sonthal Villages
Thana Estate Enqmrmg.OHiecr. Village numbers
B . | S1lda - ' I— 11 | 3236
lllpl.ll' Lalgarh Maulv1 Smiyid Ilhe— Iv | 96—u8
Muhammad Nazir-
uddin
Ramgarh Ihtto v 36—37
Ditto  (Baurs) Ditto . VI 3 87
Silda (othor tribes) . { Maulvi Bkramtiddin ViI— X | 9830
Garhbets . Muulv: Sayid XI— Xy | 39—42
Muhamad Naziz-
ndda D XVI Xvir( 438
Salban . itto - - :
J;nrgr:.m ve |Jambam . Maulv: kkramuddin X;I}é{—- X% f!l[: :3:::
Belyab. -_—
Goptballabhpar | Koy mean .. XXIII—_ XXIV | 46
Ditto « | Babu "Rampada | XXV—-XXXIVy | 19—48
» Chatarn “—
Khelargram and - XXXV-XXXVI 50
Nayagram
Barasozm
Sonthal Villages
I— II | §0—51
J () ...| Jellasore Fatehabad Pargana ... | Maulvi Ekramuddin 11— IV | 51—g3

s Whers no name ls given, enquiriss were made persvually.
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L.—Jupur: Broken® (18 Sonthal houses).— This village
effected by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha,

zamindars,

APPENDIX I(a).
(¥ide Chapter IV)
BIRBHUM.

Rawrvr HAiT BSvuspivision.

MURABAI THiNA.

for 207 bighas, 8 ocottahs, 4§ dhurs. The

class rice-land assessed at 4 annas a
on account of & loan to one Dhona Ram Manjhi; the latter only too

not the Mos
Ramdhari BmgH

owiwng to amn

of crop-outting on the
g which be had incidentaly
ar cattle-rescue. As o matter of fact, the land was actuslly eold, according

now oollects the rents in place of the Moatagir.

or new land, however, the average rent he oharges works

cattle-
to the

e deed. Ramdhari Bingh
old land the remt is unchanged. i‘

was measured, and a settlement
eputy Oollector (1879—1882), between the
Kadir Hossain Khan and the Mostagir or headman of the rillage, at Rs. 43-8-3

portion of the land conmated of 4th

major
bigha. dubnequnnﬂy

pni‘t;shed by

the M

of
another Magstrate for

ir sold his right
the rents, and

ir's lend But when Dhona Bam Manjhi sold his nnght to another makasan,
the latter endeavoured to get poesesmon of that land; and in the end,
onorary Magistrate dismissing & case brought against him

ground that 1t was a oivil dispute, i
been previously

by the Mos
&nt very m

For

out at annas 8 a bigha, whereas the old rates work out on the average at just under 4 annas
a bigha. Beyond the less of the mahasan’s land, there have been few transfers to Dikkus,
except by usufructusry m

some of their lands, owing
The moet nohiceable feature of thas

compared with the old rents—

e The

, however, complain that they have loat
to a boundary dispute with the neighbouning village of Gopalpur
willage 153 the rent charged for the new land, as

' f
. . New (re- | Rent for
Original Ongtual | Land
Naur oFr Barvar. g gt claimed) | re-claimed REMARKS.
B. ¢ »p | A.e{B.o|B c p |Bs A. @
Dadu Manjhi ... |63 8 2} 12 2 3 |All | ... |  .oieee P:-llvbnte sale for
ebts
Ganga ” ...]40 1 5 814147 O 9 7 b 4 12 0 |Boundary di<pute,
Has mortgaged
his land for
~ts. 200.
123 6 73 41115|4 0] 316 0 113 §
| cesans conees 10 O seecsn U e ufructus-y
Ratu o =X mortgage, G
l _Dyenrs, 8. 77.
- eta en savens 4 10 svesse | se eews su i l‘uotllll'y
mortgage, 6
years, Hs 42
11907).
Bajun , ,..1211315| 4 3 6|4 0| 2 4 6| 1 2 0 }|Usufructuary
mortgage, 12
years, Ra. &5
(1907)
Phagu ,, e csenss < aee 5 0] 2 411 1 2 0 |Usaufroctuary
mortgage, 7
years, Rs. 15
(1907)
Gopla ,, ...] 616 56} 1 6190 ] ... 5 7 53 210 5
...... ceenes 4 0| 81210 4 0 O0|Usufructuary
mort Q, 7
Chota Phlxﬂ[ yeurs CHs 40
Manj \ (1908)
L R - 1 0 - e Internal dispute
Bhogni Menjhi ..| 119 7} ©¢ 7 19| All cvan - Piabably bound-
ary dispute.
Poran o Foeal] O 4 0 0 8 0] A1l e - .
Dula wTee] 0 40 2 0 0} All . - .
Bhagins ,, ...|20 8 14} 31515 | All cvenes .er

- Broken ™ signifios o :ﬂl.ng;'mjl;h tho gl.u;t:m not paid througrh & Suntlal or abonginal beadman ,

where they aro

‘‘ Intaect *

+ Prukasht onder-raiyais iniroduced by the Mastagir after the setilcwical, but dispossessed by the madqyas mostagr

suba~quently.



Q I (a)

Where the rmyats have not lost all their land, they still pay the original rent for the
lana still 10 their pessession, together with the rent nesessed on new land.

All these figures Lave been ascertained from the omginal measurement papers of
Babu Bhuban Mohan Reha, and the jamabandis of the Dikku mostagsr.

There nre some Kodns in the village who enltivate a Lttle land. The land of two
Sonthals has been unacconnted for.

B. 0. b
2nd class paddy land vee - 113 2
ord ditto . e . 9 6 174
4ﬂ1 d‘t'o asa sen [T LY 116 9 2
2nd olass upland - eer we 78 17 12}
Liomustead land van - ver 1 111
Total e 207 8 4}

IT —Jagarnathpur Intact (17 Sonthal kouses) —This village was mersured and a

» c.o sattlement effected between the zamindar, Tures Chandra
ond class paddy 5 v 1 Pande {dar-paimider) and the Moslagir, by Babu 1huban
il e 100 ¥ By Mohan Raha, at o rentalof Rs 76-4-9 for 278-11-9% bighas ®
1t s upland 6 14 00 Though the settlement was only for seven years, and was
2l et @ 71} made 1n 1879—82, thus rent still holds good, and the

Bonthals still pay through the Manjhi, though fresh land
Tatal 24 11 9% has admittedly been reclaimed No siatements ot debts or
of mutations of land are given, as the villagers aro generally
free from dcbts, and only one temporary mutation has beem recorded. This village 18 an
exam)'le of the good effect of a hberal gamindar and & sotiiement.

LIl —Karaugdeh vhas Bahoragackina  Broken (12 Sonthal howses).—At tho time of
Babu Dhubau Mohan Ruha’s settlement, {he rent was Rs 168-14-10, varying very little
irom what 1t might have becn according to his ratos It was mnot eottled but subsequently
the Mostagir was sold up {or ront by tho zaminduor, and two muhajans got possession  They
have admittedly now got most of the land of the village i their possession by mahajam, but
not without tiouble DMlost of the Sonthals had executed Jdoeds of salo of their lands;
but they did nol give possession, on the ground that they had beon told tho deeds wero
morigages 'l ho makajens won, or rather compromised, o test case, and thev got possession
of ull tho othor lands 1n dispute  The Sonthuls are now servants of the mahkzjuns, and some
cultivato k. Az first they claumed that they had been arbitrarnly evicted

NALHATI THANA

IV Rangamais Droken —The Kodas were the onginal people 1n the wvillnge; the
Sonthals cano ufterwurds and cleared a separute fola At the time of Bhuban Mohen
Raha’s settloment, the Sonthal fela was mensured, and ithe settlemont eflectod with a
Koda Manjhi at I's 19-7-12 for 108 bighas 1 cottah 12} dhurs 1The Southal Zolz has
recenily been sold up for rent, the nuction-purchoser heing o makan Ag he wnnts to 1n-
creaso the rent, the Sonthals havo heen paying into the Civil Court the onginal rent ixed by
Bubu Dhuban Mohan Rahn, though they sdmat to having reclaimel land. No tiansfer of
any note has tahen place 1 thi- village, only the land of one Sonthal, Rabou, e said to have
been setlled with another raiyat by the zarmndar and some land hes been abandoned. The
village i~ interesting as showing how the Sunthals move about from place to place—

Doman

Chotn I uran Kalidas Kuar

Chotn Karan s thoe Nuik ns well as Jog-Paranick. Kalidas has gone to the Bannd to
reclaim land. IXuuar has gone to Sohapur

Xaru
1
| ' | :
Rua. Joma. Anpur, Shikor (died 1ssucless)
| |
T S | |
Karu (died 1ssueleas) Degu Tiula Horma Salkn.

Rais 18 the Jog-Manjhi, Riula and Balku have gone to Chandipur, Degu has gone to the
Barind Ths family tree brings out a custom the Sonthals have of naming a son after the
latter’s grandfather

Rabon

I |
Rnglia- ma|m. Siram. Da.nidu Barar (died 1ssucless)

| | l

Nima. Iar.




I (a) ii

Rabon is the rmiynt who lost his Iand. | On his death, Dhimr went and Lived with his
father-in-law in Murgadanga Biram has gono to live with lus tather-in-law in Kalipur,
lus fatber-in-law had mo son, and, neconding to custom, he has goue to livo with lus

father-in-lawv. When Dandu died, Ins wife returned to Molulbomi withh her chuldren Nima
and Llari. Ragda s the Kudam-naiki.

Gullu.

Kada. Yaso. Dudra:.

Kadu came from Simuljaria ; Daso and Budrai are thoro still.

The unchangol rent-roll of Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha's timoe 15 given below —

LRabiar A'mf:l:; of Rent Rrvanns,
B. ¢ n. s a «3
19 212 o g 12
Kodru Manjhu . ! 9 0173 | 1 10 18
Ringchu ,, sonof Kadru.[{ 14 2 91 2 1411
Liachu ,, » Baria 7 217 1 1 2
Domean ,, y Karem [16 6 8' ] 2 14 12
Kadn »  see . 10 13 2} 2,2 7
Magiru ,, sonof Rew 1 13 6L | 2 S &
Rams ,, ... e | 1 0 0 0 14 0
Rabon ,, ... wo| 0 13 2 0 1 3 . Losct lus land (204 eliss &i/a).
Gum s nee e | 1 14 9 0 413 | AbLwundonvd his land (2nd class
Yy ‘re)
Barjo » e -~ | 10 4 1 1 13 6 ' Al wdoned
Jumar 5 e eee| 4 1215 0 13 10 l' Culivated by Doman’s son
Raoju 1 wes we| 2 10 2 0 6 15 | Luknown it he stall cultavates

The iollbwing hist givea the dobis of {the Sonthals due to wiheone hefore the cuttingr
of the crop  Cheso me ordinmy debts, whioh should oadunaiily Do eleared ofE, or niarly =o
every ycar —

Nawe D bts Tuto of Luteto t
, t e 7 Annas 1 per rupee (sicel)
Liagda Manjn | w 4 Iutto ! (uttarent maka,ans)
) N » 20 Int to
Lingchu ,, - 3 4 bis® grain  Dorhia (30 per ecnt )
- f 4, Do
Kuur, . | 2 Do  (dulterent mchaand
. Rs 10 Bica
Kodru » { 3y Derhun
Kad g 4., (1907) Do.
Ladu ] - 4, . Do (dufferont madaan.)
Mnatru » . 4, Do.

® Uno na = 20ans 1 an = 10 seors (approximata ty)

One of the I<odas 1s more 1ndebtod than any of {the Sonthals

V.—Aluwi gadanga  Intact (17 houses).—This village was moasurnd by Babu DBhuban
Mohan Raohn, und a settlement effected between the Mostagir and the zamindar Kudrat-ullah
Khan for 198 bighas 1 cottah 18 dhurs at s 40-3-16  An aron of 20 bhighas 1 cottah has
been recluimod and sasessed ot a rental of Rs 16 A further aren of 10 bighas 9 cottuha
11} dburs bas beon measured and assessed at Rs 3-6-1 Tho rent 1s still paid through the

Per
bighoe
B. ¢. D Res A
®3rd cl15% rice land 0 1017t O 6
ath . e 121 412 ,, 0 4
Upland ,, e il , 0 2
Homostuad 110 1¢

fias Leen mado by a Sonthal, Bishun Maujhi, to & makasan.

Mostagir Thus about 30 bighas have been assessed
at about Rs. 21, which from the details of the
onigmal land of the village* (margin) shows that
either the new rates are much higher than the old
rates, or else a wrong clasmflication of land hes been
made  Ounly one permanent transfer of G bighas
This was i 1902

a2
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The statement of delts is as follows -
DxsTon. Debt. Interest. l SBeourity. , Remanks.
(i Bs 120 (1906) verene 6 bighas sumple | Amount to be paid by
mortgngm to]| yearly instalments
Banku of Bs. 18, Two
instalments repmd.
Arjun Manjh1 {1 ,, 20 (1907) |6 anmas per|  ...... 3
rupee. | | Banka Dae, makasan,
»w 7 (1908B) | 4 annas per voeres »| all repmd, except
rng::. }| 7 ara
L| 3 bis 8 aris .. | Der! - . J
(1908).
Karan ,, . |Rs 30 (1808) |4 annas per .ee Beanku Das, maAgsan.
Tupee.
(| » 40 (1902) ceeees 3 bighas usufruc- | For principal and
toary mortgage | interest, 16 years.
Bishun / Rk to Banku Daa
» 1| 1% bis (1902) | Derlua .. S
17 aris (1908) Do. P Banka Das, maAa-
L| Ra. 5 (1908) 4 anoas per cecnan Jam.
rupee
(| , Band2hs|  ...... 2 bighasusufrue- { For pnneipal and
grain. . toary mort imnterest, 20 years.
4 4 | to Babnku Dasa.
Lok} . | » !:n:nna per cen se
1 bis (1907) oo 1y 0 Banku Daa.
1,, (1908) ... }Derhm cuceen
L| O 4 (1908} ...
(8 ,, (1907) .. oue Usufructuary Oultivated “adhi” by
mortgage tll 3| BSonthal.
1907 bis 18 paad.
Naran ,, - <1, see 5
I 1, (1908) . ’Derhm =l et Banku Das, mahs-
Rs 2-10 (1907) ’ 4 annas per cenens Jan
(| . 3 (1908)... rupee.
Chuna 4, ... [2bs (1908) | Derhia .. creges
2, » Do. - ceesse Bankna D mahg-
Ram »o et t Rs, 11 »” Shiooi . . ; Jan. o
leu ” o 15 &rns ” D‘rhil .. omaras Bmh Du. mhﬂjan,
re-paud all. expect
interest of 71 aris.
Manker ,5 .. (2 Ias » Deo. . ceeree Repaid interest.
s, » Do. . . 3
l 2% ,, (remsmn-| Do. . crome |
mg due 1n i .
Chota Arjun{ | 1908) 5| Banku Das.
Manjhi. l Rs. 3(1907). |6 aenpbas a . ae I
Tupee.
L . 2 (1908)... ] Bicoi . - J

In this village Banku Das, mahaan, follows the Sonthal Parganas system of interest;
1f he gives money i1n Magh, Phagun, Chayv and Bysakh, the rate 18 6 annas a rupee for
the first year, when he gives il in Asarh, Savan, Bhadro or Amn, the rate 1s the ordinary
rate of 4 annas a rupee, 1o the other three monthe the Bonthals do not borrow.

VI —Village 8aldoha - Broken —This village was measured by Babn Bhuban Mohan
Raha, but the settlement of the village with the Mostagir was not accepted by the zamindar.
The rental of the wnillsge at- that time was Rs. 237-9, and the area 433 highas 5 cottahs 6}

dhurs ,* at the Deputy

s rates it should have heen Rs. 111-9-2. A fresh settlement appears to

have been made by the zamindar himself with each raiyst, just after 8 measurement in
ble to reconoile h:s rents and areas wath those of Babu
Bhubau Mohan Raha. BSuffioe 1t that in 1892 the average went per bigha appeara to have
been 10 annes per bigha for Bonthals, a rate which has been mamntained till the present

1292B., or 18856

day more or lees.

® 1st alass rice land

2od ditto
3rd dito
4th ditto

But it 181m

B. ¢ D
0 B156
2 818
47 17 &

299 1d 163

1st clase upland
2nd ditte
Homestead

o

ol
~bBwo
SE-F
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As regards mutation of land, of 376 bighas which the Sonthals (mentioned below)
mued mn 1292, 21 have been sold for debts, 25 have been sold up in exedtition of Chwil
t deorees for debts, 42 have been sold up 1n execution of Oivil Court dvorees for rent,
and 42 have been mortgaged.

In this willage the mortgages

hands of Dikkus.

appear to be Likely to be

. nent, and it may be
aaid that 1n about 25 years over one-third of the ornginal cultivation has gone into the

The same Sonthals, according to their own account, have reclaimed some tlurty odd
bighas during the same period

below

A statement showmng changes in rent and area, and the amount of land lost, 18 given

It wall be noticed that a fictiticus high rent 1s first fixed and then another fictatious
The remainder 18 colleoted.

reduction 18 made
The resulte of the measurement last year have not been incorporated.

Original Onpmnal Present Present Land

Rarvar land. rent. mr:n':’ of rent lost Rexanxa.
B c oo Bs a» o B ¢ Be i a B ¢
(1292) (1282)

Budmath Manjh: | 47 6 © 3L 4 0 { 21101 51 4 0 {35 0 By Gl Court aales
or debts, cultivat=
ed by snmindar

Mavkar » 48 10 © 87 31 84 10 _”7 311 8 0 | Dsufructuary mort-

—53 311 -8 0 73 3 11)
gage for 1nterest
———| (tempor a r- only
34 0 o uy) , 44 0 0
; 5 0 | Sale for debts
73 0 51
I S0 18 0{ a-ssusl
Phudhan ,, 1' 17 & 0 - All Sold up for rent by
I (1306) (1308) l zuminder,
74 10 10
L| 9216 o{ 54 610 J
20 5 o
(1292) (1292)
Bhado Manyh 111 © 1 00 . .- ”» Said to have been
(deceased) 2 12 818 sold up for remt
2 816
Durga Manjhi, son 13 6 0 12 18 16 -
ol Budhan { —613 11y {—_.5 t 6
611 4 7 310
33 5 3 (1319) Am:s)s
Barjol Manjhi, son| 14 19 © 186 13 {1 _ -
ogSunn. { —~& 6 3 { 363
11 0 O 13 0 O
Dansda Manjks 6 17 0{ _fg : g } 2168 112 0 4 1 | Suorrendered to
zamindar,
6 0 O
79 _9 18 81 217
. 86 163 |_ 16 0 |Bold teaged
P e ofl Bkl wrellawn B e
nal loan borrowed
28 v 1 ’?l’gs)o to pay rent,
(z7—1808) | —_—
Py 1d R
Lalhan oo 2 7 0{ —1i4 1 O } * All SZuluvl:F:;edfor tenlty
6 0 O zamindar
SN I
Singra: w eee| 17 1 0} _'19 3 @ 12 o 12 0 0 |12 O L‘{-::f‘q;g&d‘t;n; o
3 0 0 u‘:{";"‘"r' Jan, cultivated
N —_— y bhagis by Sonthals.
(1202) 3 o
68 9 1 280 11 19 1 © 0 16 Usufruct mort-
Sikhor » 3 n 0{ -4 8 1! —5135 3 o} ;:g:“‘,l‘;;;? for ®
(tempor a r- years for wterost.
1 1 o| M-
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Origineal Onginal Present Present Land
Rarvar lend “l-:‘lL nmibu nt of rint. l:.':. BrLuarxs
and
B c b Rs a a B o Rs. 4 @ B ¢
Anu  Manyh 4118 © 26 15 17 { _36 75} 281817 |16 ¢ | Bold for dcbis
Bathol " 3 0 of 108 3} wouf .51
20 713 ‘ 2% 11 12
(1294)

DBhim v - 21 7 O 610 6 21 7 610 & .

Anu ,, 4 0 O e s Son of Budinath
Manjhi dispcssen-
sed for non-pay.
munt of rent assese
sed for reclaimed
land Ihkhua cult:-
vatosit

i ]\( n —{t 14 possible S, hrer 4 wnd Pirt’'s mortsywes bovo resolved® themmelves tu out-snd-out transfers by aale or
vl vurtk rlevrec

RAMIUR JIAT TILIANA.

VII—¥twge Iigalpakar:  Bioken —A paffa exists, dated 1873, for Re 76 for the
village of 112 bighas Dabu DBhuben Mohan Raha subsequently mecsured the willage,
found 1ts arcn was 460 bighas 3 cottahs 12] dhu¥s, and a settlement was effected
at Iis 131-13-10 boiwoen the zamundar Khetra Nath Chuudhury and the Mostagir of the
willage  The increase 1n rent was, howoger, too much for tbko Mostagir, who was sub-
sequently sold up for rent On that the zsamindar took Ahas possossion, and begnn to
give patfas at incrensed rents for sevon years to settled raryats. On their cxpiry, fresh
prittas were granted, the last being granted 1n 1900

Tho fiues asceituined tor the reoeipts of the rmyats oxaminod show that they
cultivated about 204 bighas on a rental of RRs 88, just after Babu DBhuban Moban Rahe’s
reltlomeni, and that the same raiynts now cultivate 225 odd bighes on a rental of s 102-8
It thus appears that whereas the average rent for the raiyat, in Babu Bhuban Mohan
Raha’s timd was 5} annas o bigha, 1t 1s now 7} annas per bigha

Be<ides thieo raivats have left the willage, becauso they ocould not puy the
meicased rent (there was no sale), Bhairo Manjhi’s brother sold G bighas of bis land
five voars ago Lo n malasarn, Bhagru Manjhi sold 3 bighas two years ago, Malla Manjhi
sold & laghas O cottahs, and the Mostagir hbas lost his land 67 bighas 16 cottahs
15! dhurs One Rnm Kamar also lost his jot, bocause ho could not pay the rent
domanded for 1t  The statement for debts <does not indicate that they owed more than
the usual amount of debts due to the makwytas before the harvest

VAIII— Viling: Ihldutlapur . Biokow —This willnge wos not settled or measured by
Boabu Bhubon Mohan Rahn

Up to 10 or 12 yoars ago, they paid rent throngh a Mostagir of the willage The

.- , villagers brought a caso agamst {he zamindars (Mulhata

tasom vorsion Babus, who aic, 1f mot all, some of them, also malejans).
There was an inquury. Tho case was compronnsed, The zamunder then told the Sonthals
that, as they had brought a oase, they would not stay in the wvillage All the Sonthals
were then dispussesscd, but now cultivate acdlu
p e Scveral peoplo died 1n this villnge, and because of a
T T varston superstition that there was a ghoul 1n the village, other
Sonthals sold all their lands

The zamindars, who are malains, havoe dispossessod the Sonthals on noocount of debts
the Sonthals haod incurred This 18 tho main reason,
though possibly the smakajans were speoially opprossive
on acconnt of the case I doubt tho ghoul theory, though not an uncommon resson
for Hight This <an only refer to a few. There are now 11 houses of Sonthals 1n this
viltago, duly labourers, and aetlé: cultivators

The circumstonces of tins village ran best be 1llustrated by a statement of the aale
deeds ‘taken trom the sale deeds exeouted 1n favour of the mahejans) —

Lenl vorswon

Land. Sale price Land. 8ale price

B o b Iis D o o Re.
15 0 0 99 20 11 0 96
12 0 0 a7 13 0 0O 83
16 0 12 26 10 0 199
14 0 @ 16 16 16 0 160
315 0 12 16 410 99
1015 O 24 318 O 69
G 14 0O 19 8 0 0O 31
5 0 0 49 210 9 10 1,397
2410 0 149 e e ——
29 0 0 199
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The village was originally held at u rental of Rs 40 by a Sonthal and a Dhangar, who
executed a Aabuliyaf for 1t m 1875 Sinoce then, about 1894, the Sorthal Mostagar also sold his
nllg(ll:t, end & Dhangar, posaibly the representative of the oniginal Dhangar Mostag:r, has been
sold up.

1X.—Vilage Arendra. Intact—~Details are given below rogarding dispossession and the
debts of all the villagers of this village. Babu Bhubsn Mohan Raha sottled the village with
& Mostagir at w rental of Rs 177-11 15 for 421 bighas 14 cottahs 5 dhurs, the
amount of the ront now puid through the Mostagir 's Re 209 tor J45 bighas 10 cottabs,
Bome of them pay rent direct to the zamindar —

. A(rlno;lml. of DEDTA |
and shawn 1n
Amonnt Present S — - —
nbu Bhnban n
No, Naws, Mohan Hahe s oll{::v:d ac (ll‘:m‘{. of REMARES i‘.‘:“z‘m‘:t LREMARFS
settlomont n Unsecured Sornred
paper
e
Ben Beop Bun Por cunl
! | Lakhan Manjh) a0 11123 60 13 12} { A bigh i or so reclairoed, 1t | 6 bis  {100N) [ Tk rhia,
R w waid s 10, ht) Sicol
2 | Chota 1015 ¢ 1015 0 {A hwhl;mhu reclumed, 1t] ,, B ( LN
1B MR
3 | Bura Harms .. 1912 19 16 12 162 | Nonn suid to have bunfebs (, ) n Dilferent mahkuns
1admimed 1 vy ) Sl
4 | Ghols Tisrma 12 10 12) 12 10 124 Thtto dillo ' ) h
v g, 1907) W
5 | Jugan and 7 01k | w00 Land wus  ongmully ! Holdy na Innd
DPl:nrn;n {hs bro - n 011 } mortzed  to l.ln{ 5,  (1'N) Ry t00 50 Sin plo mert age ot 7 v
zuimndar 27
¢ | Chots Lakban 17 818 12 A5 |A faw pafian cud to be [2ing  (1008) - 1 b
o Abnay reclanncd
7 | Dhanu 3118 8 17 00 ] 1413 8 |Unkuosn how the mndfRY 3 (,,) 2%
wa lost to 7amindar Py ) w
) Hs 6 (1907) 5
B [ Tika - o1 7 J01R 7 'l‘hr(-lL chus gmd to Lo, 5 (0N 2%
1ecinnmd
9 | Chaiten S0 34 14 8 | None swd to b reclamcd J7him () ity
P T S u
) Abont Re 34 (, ) &) bis Ly *hatrhand 5 e a year tn
W | Bupm 19 912k [ 13 912} {V'nknown how tha Jand 0(,) w5 Wyemin Vo ans shinone
wirs lost to 7 unalar s (, ) [0} due paud )
i} | hamn L1 LY 3310 3t 811 0 [Abundonad the villowe for f2 , () fn
threo veals ond dostthe 1, () o
omginal Lind Ry W (, ) A
12 ) 2,
12 | Daxo 1317 0} 1317 of |Ale raclauncd  about afiies lli(url! (1u08) iy
highn. 1 bis  (1HN) 80
Rs 17 ¢ ) % mnle bond
s 12 (100, 23 10'ple bon:
13 | Pictha ' 2010 i - 20 10 3k [Alo reclaimed about 3]2 Ine 10 uris (1108) ( ) 50
Lighns s 10 (1108) 25
14 | Durgs 13 611} 200 11 013 {Swd 107 have Tuen taken | No dubis -
nway becsusn he could
_ not pay rinl
L. |Motba 9 15 151 v 16 15} Ra 10 Rs €0 (1%01) 23 | Sunmple norteage 4 bibas
1} anu ag Hs 20 reprud
oo
1n | Buradu 4 S 13} 4 815} A,Iin'H(lmmed wome 2|15 bls (1007) Repaid 2 b
nghns
LT | lutn  (deoensed), 10 4 18% 10 418} Loston arconnt of dibis
#om w-tuw of the 6 0 0 | to zamlndu mahdjan, ( Usatmetuary morfgmgo of
aliove New gettlopunt !} bi_hus " for  mterest
14 ) Ham 2010 O 2010 0 Sold up after noitgage 1o |1 bis, 13 une (1908)| Re 40 € only culivaiml +
sumintal mehdjan {Thu lond i snother
10 | Mohan 3 914 3 014} 2 Lis (1008) 50 |% Village
2 | Narun 319 v 443 2, wrm (177) |2 s (1807) so | Stmple bord
1¥ nuiR (1997) Re 1 P 40 ura repald
1l { Blajut 9 0 0 |Not i Whuhan Mohan | Re 1 (Yo%) o
Ranhe s putfa
22 | Bukhu Baun %415 % 2416 9} 4 lughus 2 ¢ tabs nold ton No debts
mahiyan wud all sold ap
jor runt
23 1 Mihesh Baun 4 0 b} 4 0 911 1912 0 | Sold up lor rent G his (1008) no
Re 00( ) | M Simple honyt

X —Dhm mpur  Broken —This 18 8 typioul 1nstance of what bappens to a Sonthal
hamlet or village when 1t comes witlun essy reach of civilization, and there aro mo fresh
jungles olose ot hand to clear The willago belungs to the Mulhat: Babus, wmongst whom
ouly a settlement can disoluse who are zamundars and who are rayats One of tho zanundars
has given s son and others some of the land i the willage, the son, a mukbtar, now posey
a3 a rmyat, and says the Southels have becomo lis under-raiyats Apparently up to 1889
the Sonthals pnid thewr rent for their Ahuntkatt: 1ands, through a Mostagir, Gopinath Manjhr,
butl 1n that year his might, together with his land, pessed by Civil Court dearee on aceount
ot debts to the zamindar-mahkajans  Gradually all the land of the Sonthals hae passed into
the hands &f the zamindar-m2uans on acconnt of their 1ndeblodness, and the Sonthals have
either taken fresh leases, renowed evory ~even ycars, ot the worst land, or olso work 1. tho
neighbourbood, or husve left other villagors to wark as daily lubourers

Tubru, tye present Manjhi, has lost all his lund to the zomindars on nccount of hus debts
Sale deeds for 1 bigha 14 cottahs for 138 5 1n 1889, 3 bighas for s 15 1n 1895, aud 28
bighas tor Rs 1391nthe same year,jhave|boun produced At prosent he holds a louso for sevon
years of 42 bighas 8 cottnha of lund, mostly upland, on & rental of Ka 12, and 15 deemed an
under-raiyat  Ile, as well asithe other holders of tomporary loases, have boon cultivaliug
for more than seven years Ile has no debts s only uncle has gone to another willage

Sagram, the aranick, has simlarly lost all s land, but has 1ecewved three Inglas on
a rental of Rs. 3, for which he gets no reoerpts  iie only owes 15 aris

Kando Manjh pays Rs. 8 for 14 bighas 10 cottahs of poor land on u tomporary
arracgement lle owes 9 bus

' Sagrsm, the only other member of Kundo und Bagram’s family, has guuo to Sialpur
noar Belpur.
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Bhoto Manjhi has similaily lost all his land, and now ounly enltivates a little reclaimed
land, for which no rent 1s paid except goats at the Kufs Fyra. He owes Rs. 20. His father
and uncle are 1n Bitalpur, in Bolpur, working as labourers krishan:

Raghu Manjh: came into the village as a son-in-law. He ocultivates 22 bighas of poor
land on the septennial arrangement reforred to above for Re 7. He owes about 2 s

S8una Manjhi, the Jog-Paramck, lost all his land because he abandoned the willage on
account of illness, and now cultivates nothing He works krishans  lis two brothers
are 1n other villages working as labourers. His three first cousius are working as servants
in other places.

Bishun has lost all his lands on account of debts. He works krwshan:

Daasrat, the Jog-Manjhi, lost all his lands, because he abandoned the village on socount
of illness He works krsshanms. Ope of his brothers is now a carpenter at Bolpur, and
two others are working krishams 1n another village

Out of the representatives of the remaining three other houses, who did not appesr,
two bave lost all their lands
There 18 some trouble between the purchasers of the village lands ,some of whom aro
zamindars, and some are not The Sonthals of this willage wero particularly eullen, and
tried to make out that matters were very wmuch worse than they were, though the faocts
are quite bad enough, and 1t would seem ulmost impossible that they could be worse
X1I. Viilage Tebhilband,. Broken  jformer proprutor, Madiu Sudan Chavdh s.—
The village was measured by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha, and found to contain <89
bighas 15 cotahs 143 dhurs. The total of the rents paid by the raiyats was Rs 800 A¢ the
DPeputy Colleotor’s rates, the rental should have been fh 71-9-17 But from a settlement paper
of the time 1t appears that five reks of the village were cultivated (1881) by seven Sonthals
at Ra 5-4 a rek , the remainder was cultivated by Dhangars and a Bengali. The rent
pad by the Bonthals was therefore about Rs 21 for posmibly about 90 bighas The settle-
ment wase not accepted by the propriotor, who or whose representative 1n 1nterest later
raieed the rents to Ilte 1 a bigha resent rent receipts show thut only three Sunthals now
cultivate altogether 56 bighas 14 cottahs and 15 dhurs (onigiwnally 2% reks) on a total rent
of Is. 55-5 As mught be expeoted all the other Sonthals have been suvld up for rent, and
oultivate no land now. There are, besides the three oultivators, twelve other Sonthal houses
1n the village, whose members work &krsshans or as labourers Approximately 50 per cent.
of the oultivation held in 1880 has tbus gone into the hands of Ihkkus
X1 — Viilage Bajpara Brokem —This 18 a small wvillage, which was measured 1n
1879 —82 by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha, and a settlement effected at a rental of Rs 18-0-2
for 84 bighas 8 cottahs 17 dhurs
Rent receipts show that this rent was paid up to ebout 1897. Bubsequently the willage
was sold up for arrears of rent, ard a mukhtear or tout
nloport by Moulv: Saiyed Mubammed hought 1t o prooeeded to raiso the rents. and tne Sonthals
astracn now pay about Rs 93 ‘I'he Mostagir, who had abouta
quarter of the acreage of the willage, has lost this owing to the rent sale, and one Champa,
who could not pay the inoressed rent, has abandoved his land. This land, exoept Champa’s
9 bighas, has been given out again to the SBonthals DBelow are the areas and rents of Babu
Bhulan Mcohan Raha's time, and those of the present time

AREAB AND RENT BETTI BD
BY uaBU BHUBaAN PRESENT Day
MoOHAN RaHy,

Arca Rent. ‘Aroa - Rent
B c o Rs A a. B c o Rs a. a.
9 13 11 2 6 12 6 0 O 7 0 ¢
24 10 16 4 8 6 14 18 0O 14 14 8
7 18 18 11115 416 5 615 O
919 0 115 3 18 13 10 13 11 6
9 0 4 2 7 9 14 14 3 156 0 O
7 4 1 1 7 0 4 11 93 413 b
10 15 14 2 412 217 b 3 0 ¢
5 16 14 1 315 4 14 12 412 0
19 16 11 1915 0

84 18 17 18 0 12 2 01 2 0 0
91 9 lo} 92 11 7

MAURBRESWAR THANA

XIII—Jetia Broken —This village 18 peculiar, not becavse of any particular apparent
transfer of Sonthal’s land, but because of the hght i1t throws on the subject of high rents for
1ocrease of cultivation The willage belongs to the Mohant of Mollarpur In LB79 a patta
for s 410 ior 2,078 bighas 14 cottahs was given by him or bis predecessor to tha Mostagr.
Subsequently the village was resumed, and 1t came under the settlement of Munshi1 Nundj
in 1894 ‘The settlement papers show that there were at that time 20 Sonthal raiyats 1n
the village cultivating an area of 645 bighas, st a total rental of Rs 493, and there were
28 Dikkus 1n the village, both Muhammadans and Hindus. The present jamaband: shows thelc
there are now 42 Sonthal ratysts oultivating an area of 640 bighas at a total rental of Re. 522.
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There has been a certain amount of transfer, owing to rent emles which finde an
equvalent, not in the loss of the lands from the Sonthals as & whole, but 1n their increased
mdebtedpess. The following are instances—

Gobind Manjhi, who held 87 bighns, 4 cottahs 5 dhurs on a rental! of Rs 70, was sold
ur for arresrs of rent, but his son, together with one Lakhan Man)hi, took a fresh settlement
ot the majonty of the land at Rs. 33-0-5 ench for 42 bighas 9 cottahs 17§ dhura each The
remaimng portion of the best land 18 cultivated by a Dl.Fkku There 18 a Awstbands on this
land of Rs 700. payable i ennual instalmants, said to be due on account of rent due bv
Gobind, when Mostegir of the village, but more probably on account of tho fresh banaobest
taken by his son. Gobind’s other debts are 7 bis of grain and Rs. 20 taken at 6 annas in
the rupee 1nterest towards the payment of the rent.

bela complains that he reolaumed some land, but could not fimish the reclamation
antlrel{, so the zamindar gave it to some one else Heo owes 5 bis of grain and Rs. 20
which he took 1n 1906, and which at 6 annas interest has now become Rs, 30-13 after daduc-
ting a payment of Rs. 7. Of the 5 s of grain, ho had thell-luck to lose 2 bie by fire, but a
compaasionate mafig)en then reduced the rate of interest from 50 per cent. to 25 per cent.

Shugru Manjhiam has mortgagod 6 btighas out of her 28 bighas (remtal Rs. 11-2)
to & mahajan

Chunu complains that he reclaimed some land, which the zamindara settled with some
one else. He owes about 6 bis to oue makejan, and to another he says he owes about
2 bis, the maharin however says 1t 18 10 or 12 bis, and 1f he does not pay, ne will turu the
gramn 1mnto a money debt and bring a case  Besides this, Chunu owes about Its 23 on «
debt of Iis. 20, and of which he has paxd Rs 8, the buffalo given as secumty for the dobt
died Hoe has also got a kistbands for arrears of ront , details unknown

Khudu Manjhi onco possessed 42 bighas 17 cottahs 10 dhurs at a rontal of Rs. 39-10-10 °
but three years ago he was sold up for arrears of rent, becanuse the malkaan did not leave himn
enough money wherewith to pay the rent Thig land 18 now cultivated by Lakhan Manjh:
of Ginjole 1Ie now works krshani, and has only a debt of 2 tis

Sugda has 46 bighas 7 coltahs on a rental of Rs 28-12 Hia debts are about 6 his and
Rs 25 odd

Parhu mortgaged some 12 bighas of his land to e makajen, which he subsequent!y
transferred to that mafajan, and bas now 30 baghas left.

Surjya, who took a bandobast of some of the lunds sold up and whe now ocultivates
11 ighas 10 cottahs on o rontal of Ra. 9, oxecuted a kiwstband: of Ra. 4 a year for rent due by
the provious tonant

Thus within fiftren years at least one-fifth of the land held by the Sonthals has been
sold up for rent. [Kiestband:s for arrears of ront are common, and it 1s Lelieved that the
above does not exhaust the hst

Recently reclaimed lands cultivated 1n the villages were measured 1a 1413, and now
rents for three successive ycars are being colleoted

The result 1s that ot 59 bighas 16 cottahs of preparad rice land, 23 bighas 1 cottak
upland and 18 bighas 18 cottahs parZs have becu ronted at s 906-0

Tlis 18 based on the following rates —

Rs a

Rioe lands . i 4

Upland 0 6

Putat good 1L 4} for yopropar:d prospectave

Far . 1 04y paddy land

Now tho rates settled 1un Munsh: Nundj)’s sottlmixfut werc as follows —

» S A

1st class land (riece) 1 0

2nd ,, ., ) . 012

srd ,, » 09

4t'h ” ” ” O b

Uplands .. .o n 4

1Lomestead . Rent-freo

I saw the land of one of the excess measurements whiech was nssessed at Iic 1.4 a
bigha, at ¢ho utmost 1t was only 2nd class land, and probably a portion of it 3rd class
land, and should have been assesseld only 2t @ annus or 12 oonas a bigha The result 1s
that the reiyats are at once being compelled to poy for threo years renis at an annual
rental comparatively much higher than their present ronts It 13 true that for some reason
the ronte recorded 1o the settlemont papers appear to be at higher rates than the rents
settled for the pargnna, yot this makes no difforence to the fact that thoe present classifica-
tion of the new lands 18 too lugh 1t should be mnoted that an attempt is being made to
ovade the law by collectiug three years’ renis at once The roiyats are, of course, upset,
The landlord would call them trespassers, but 1n & country when the pirocess of
reclamation is allowed and recognised, the use of the words *tirespasscrs or encroachment
18 an absurdity

XIV.— Hamiurpur Broken —This village came undor tho settlement of Munshi Nundj
in 1804 It 15 beld by one Ram Kisto Ghosh, under the Mohant of Mollarpur, on a rental
of Rs 75. At that time there were 13 Sonthal raiyats holding 259 bighus 18 cottahs and
‘4 chittpks on a total rental of Rs 97-12, and one Dikku holding 23 lnghas 7 cottahs
8 olttaks on & rental of Rs 2. Now there are 11 Bonthal rarysts bkolding 173 bighas

b
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19 oottahs 12 chittake on a total rental of Rs. 74-8-10, and 6 Dikkus holding 59 bigha
5 cottahs on & total rentc]l of Re. 47-9, the rest having gone to the proprietor. Thu
one-third of the cultivation has gone out of the hands of the Bonthals 1n fifteen years.

Lakhan only had homestead land, which 18 now par:  Artun Manjh’s land 1s now
Ahas , he loft when his father died. Muchai Manjhi’s land was abandoned , smid to be
uncultivated now.

Nabin Manyht died childless , land eaid to be prris

Tara and Ana gave up their oultivat-on, because the rent was too high for the class of soil

Chaitan was eold up for arrears of rent. The above are the landlords’ reasons for the
loss of land , tho tenants were not examined

XV.—Rampur  roken —This villago belongs to the Mahant of Mollarpur, but is held

by an 1ntermediate tenure-holder It was settled by
plvport by Maulvi bayed Mabammed  Myupghi Nundji mn 1892. Durng these ssttlement opera-
tions, there was a large tract of Dhangar lands appertaining

to this willage, held by the Sonthals, and 1 this they used to grow marua,
kodo, etc The Sonthals got that tract of Dhangar lands measared and included
within their holdings They hiave been duspossessed of those Dhangar lands by the present
Digku intermediate tenure-holders The latter have aleo 1ndirectly admitted this dis
session, although they contest and dispute the inclusion of those lands within the Sorthal
holdiugs duning the survey and settlement operations (-vhich they regard as binding only
upon the Mohant and the then mtermediate tenure-holder!). The presont intermediate
tennre-holders havo not followed the sctilement record-oi-nights at all. FPaddy lands have
been moasured by them subsequent to the settlement operations, and they grant rent
recerpts according to this measurement Tho major portion of these uplands are lymmg
parti, and arc treated as 4/aa lands of the intermediate tenure-holder, who has settled eome
portion of them with Dikku~

The follow ing hut shows how much land the Sonthals have lost, and how rents are naing.
It compares the lundlord’s present pamnbands with the rccord-of-rights of 1892 —

l i Area now

held and
NAVEOF Ra17aAT a9 | Nameof raivaL now | Ares *hown | gent in | Present
No | BIOWN IN SETTLRKMEXT shown In tenure holder’s | held in n tha 6B rent REMARXS
FAPKLES oF LWL PAPCTS 1808. tmure-
holdir a
Dapers
' .BcnIBcnlBs.nelu.As

9 0 0|10 0 0! Admitsed iy the temure-holder
that this SBonthal s pot

. artially i possassion of hys
. lande “This Bonthal keIt tha
| villagw 6 or 7 FOArS ago,

simndoning his Jands
% | Murran . | Morran {1614 0{ D10 ¢, & D D) 7 @ 0 |Low Lo maknyan S heo Charms
Morsl 6 b khas 14 cottaha
i land fur dobrs

n
|

1 Dargs Manihs | urga Manibn 1817 686 B 0 0
i

4 | Chota Lakhan ,Choia Lskhag Man M]27 1121415 0|37 8 0|23 0 0|}
(now held by ‘III Hol
I brother} ! old all their paddy Iapds

and have lowt only oMifa
r bar lands, which hare hean
generuilytaken awny from

4 { Baluk ~ | Raluk Manjhi (Dow held

M1 B 610 0,45 g 0{12 8 O Lhe Bonthals by the tenure.
hv ms son-in-law holder
L Lo ere) 215 4114 0 © n e 0
: gl;:;::surb-n . 1 Chota “urban Man)hl “© 7 3 l: [ g Ab 3
313 0/2013 8 Holds al) lus paddy Innds, and
7 | Bastla RBasta Manjhi l \ 26 @ 8|32 B 05 et mly_ym‘._;:"
| ' landn, y8 bas been the case
J wmth w“"th Bo::thll:
» -
s | Sindbas " 5 10 12 | 8 0 0 - :.":l 2 obn in‘:; tenure
p | Hinda (now 3219 0 25 0 0 up 1n anction for srrears
his son Lapes) ' :ll_mntm;u-eh-md by the
d 38 8 4 1818 0 23 g 9|31 4 © his oplands to tenurs-
10 | sonn S By : e i
339 4 8' - Lost to m lender lor debts,
11 { Sham Birksr . o0 n-nor uufmr?en "n-onor n?.
- 4 %12 ,10 0 O 300 Jsposnemed of ﬂl lands by
12 | Dugur " D:;‘ ;‘?.1:1;: "l?;l'nnn(m: held H naso the tenure-holdur, though
10 bighas lands are shown 1n
1ho name of ths Sontbal in
the willage papors
Thakurdas . = Thakurdas Manjhi -l 31 4 315 0) 313 0| 313 0
14 | B arat Pamowek | Rhart N Paranick (now 1221912 37 0 © 51 9 ool & e

li'::ld- -Il.l.l‘nil paddy Janos and
an on, sta-Bars
lands Just l’hh other

[} Hold only 10 bighas lands.

15 |Thakar Das and others ..l Thakor Das and others 5313 0| 9 188 03 & 0| Hold, o b Jende.
10 dhurs lands to momey-

\ lomder, bem des being

| diwposesmed of their dhsta-
bowd lands by tha tenure-

er.
Holds ad
all as d&lnd-. ?::

| held by hisson larna)

®
s
]
2
(]
[
]
-
]

14 | Bara §purban - - !mn Bhurban Man)hi |10 0

' Tows only bA
like the other Santhals.

s 00 - s o
1 aa Mo o B8 = p3%e
7] Ruran - - s oo 8 0 0|iNew Sottlemens.
= Morul ' - — B0 - 800
N Vumka . — 500 80
2 Ealkan - - 5 00 - 780

| Total |mu o.mn omlslmlc .

Nos 1and 12 have no land, thoagh land iv shown m Lhe yamcband L
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The onginal rent of the willage was Ra. 32, then 1t became Rs. 45, and finall
to the patta whioh was given then, it was raised to Rs. 85, whioh 1t now 1s.
ostagir in 1907 sold half of his nght to & makgian, Pertab Mandal. The wmahajan

a000r
But tho

SADDER SUBDIVIBION.
SURI THANA.
Mauanep Bazan Ocurtros:

. XVI.—EKusam-Kandar Quasn-intact —This willage has not come under any settlement
Originally there was a M

of the w

has not yet had time to raise the rents

The fallowing table shows the
The actual amount of land hel

and how.

land has been taken by the mehasan.
According Lo the Bonthals, the makajans now cultivate 12 annas of the rice land of the

approximate amount lost by the
was not ascortainable, but in each case the best

x1

-

o, who was alone responmble for the rents

m 1896,

Sonthals,

village. JMan land for oach offimal 1s still saxd {0 exiet 1n the village —
1
t Daprs
No Name Rent. Am'.';.':' land RENMARES —_ EEMARKS
! Becurod Unsecured
Ba. A
1 {Paru, sonof| 85 © | Hall share of | Bale-desd 107 for Re €05 »- 3 bw (1007) - | To Pertab Mandal werhea B0
Hiugu e to Portab Mandal. ocemt
3, (188) .. |To Udas Bum
Bs 13 (1907) .. [ To Udal Bunrl siecs or 23 per
Bcn cant intaroat
2 | Bakn - 1 0| About 3 0 @ | Usufroctuary mortgage v 3 ans (1908) To Udss Bunri.
for prncipal and nterost
for B yrars from 1904 to
Hona Sil
9 | Ledn 10 0 8 2]Balededs for Hs 12 to |4 b {1805) Turned into moncy ala rawo ol
About 1 0 B Udni Sunnm (1706) 1 rupe=2arng, bucame Hy 40
Unafructus:1y m for which umple mortgage of
for Lon years [rom L to 5 bighas was executai n
Kuar Manjht who lent favour of Joga SBunri, selling
Hs 100l borrowed muney prre at the Limo was J ans=
to Loeda 1rapee If reoard 1D grnn
B0 por cent. would be charged ,
if 10 money 2p per cent
Ras. 2 {1Du8) Interenst ' chota™ wsahmyow
fizxed 1t st the time of loan t1.:
mate al which grain shuinl l v
repaid in this cugent ™ .
0 Lhe rupee
& | Xumr - s 6 - - Ibn To diffezrent mahayama Tire
33 kaths bis taken aitoguther th s+
but of tha 7§ bis dur
3 bis 4 katbs repaid (1 4
4 mris)
b | Sidam 6 0)|About 2 9 0 [Bold for Bs 12 to Barma Rs 6 (1007) To Lda: Sam,
Sunr {slss & maulrucin
Ary mortgsgoe about to
expire),'
@ | Bam [} - 10 kaths (180S) Prineyml lI0KkPr*usarg1d tw
not the il ~cat £ L atha
7l tom 10 R 7 tis (1009 Sumple mortsm ' .
- e nuple ' b U JanRe Y
§ | Gomda s 0 au ) Hona T‘lnbnlf-' v b v
44 s mill duw on Aot ¢ f
remminder and wmborest e
Septe el 1 bix N
Nold to Bharat M '] 55 npl ha o colam
y | Sham 0 3 l!l)ll?lrlh 178 uord to| s nmmbamnnlern-d-'
[ Bold (0 Mharat Bunn n
1006 for Ra 135
o Uaufructnaty mortgage in | ERa. 40 2 bis (1708) Secured by a simpie deed
1804 lor 7 vears, for prin
cipal and interest
10 | Anu No 1 L] 710 o] Sold All debis repmid this year
11 JAnu , 8 4 0 4 0 0 | Usuliructuary mortgage o -
Jadu Manjhi for wme
L years
3 0 -
;g j::‘h“- 20 Also pays nf.n:u for somo All debts vepaud thas ycar
reclmimed
14 | Hikram 1 118 © Bnl:t.i ::-Inhln Gorsua for 3 bia (108),
A usifructuoary mortgage
to Bharat Bahu has just
ez
Usufrnctuary  mortgage Eu 1 (1908)
12 | Paltan LA 100 for ‘niorest and principal 2 {1088}
Anothur has juul expired.) 5 ara (1907).
168 | Mansingh ] 0o 8mn &l'nhc'li? Lhm“t Sunri in - Debts anknowen,
or
17 | Larha s Py Ahln: lm:mno 1 for reo- Re.4(1900) .| Ten kathe dus on an old loan
olmil L.
Hari BSold to Bharat Babo 1n Says he has no debts.
e Hars o 3 0 01 o1 for Ba. 243
111 o0 ]Bold in Bharat Bahu 1n
Bold & e SIt 10 1003
w m - -—
19 | Jam.. - 4 0 13 & ortad iy
alE e
Othar mies.
haro Bold to Jarna Mahio for Thase are sale desds prodaced
=T "~ ey Bl to Moban Gorain £ ereratante “hava~me “bean
1o Mol n [or - Do n
2 | Mstla - 088 Pk 125 (e ieutifed with Nos, 1—10
0N 1 0 0]Soldin Bharai SBunri for - -
= | T ™ Bn;.l.d - hlm' Suonrl [
EKhar [ ] w or -
It - ] - lnnl-l.u l='n t Bunri ‘or
ar 18 3 o I J——
ol N 01 o Bharat Bunri
Earan o 4 8 L1 (o naee
= - k- 134 (1008) o
o 3138 bl
¢ |Bbhyam Ba. 6.3 (1007) »

b2
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BRAJNAGAR OUTPOSY

Brokgl (ﬁ&l :Eusc of Son:::lm and & lhouscs of Domes),-—The
g onthal Mostagiri ceased to oxist 10 or 12 yenrs ago. Th
1.,':1..“‘::;,%." yod Bubammad Namrud Mostagir is saxd to have been arbitraril ydmpoesessedg fo:-
. orrears of rent. Bixteen Sonthals hold lands, and four

Sounthals have entirely lost their lands to maka)uns by private sale in satisfaction of therr
lobts

The old village jama, as paid by She Sonthale through the Sonthal Mostagir, was
138 102 , now the rent realized from the 16 Sonthal houdes comes to Rs 127-7.

From the account book of the former Sonthal Mostagir, 1t appears that the rate of rent
formerly for % rek or 7 bighas was IRs. 3-8. But now the rent has been enhanced to
13s. 5-4 for 7 bighas .—

X V11.—Madarpur :

Dents.
No | Arewoflands | 5,0 108t | Old rent Prosent SecURITY
Secured |Unsecured
B. ¢ B c Rs a a ] IRs a. Rs. A
1 18 © . 7 8 0 13 8 ..
2 18 © see = 9 513 18 8 . 53 maps.
3 14 0 1 0 7 00 10 8 Re 1543
maps
. 6 suls
4 14 © 1 0 7 00 10 B 3 sulia
5 21 O . ses 9 2 6 13 8 .
b % rek 38 B 0 . .
7 5 0 4 0O 3 8 0 1 8 . 34 maps 7
sulis,
8 { rek and 110 3 8 0 6 © 9 3 cen 25 10 ¢
11n
9 {irek less 5 10 5 10 3 8 0 5 0 .es 6 maps 6
sulis
10 4 rek % rek 3 8 0 9 B . 4 maps 6
sulis,
11 - 1 2 56 3 aee .- ase
12 4 rek 3 8 0 5 4 23 maps 5
sulis,
13 6 © 1 0 3 8 0 5 0 . 2 maps 2
sulis.
14 3 8 0 .
15 1 rek or cennen 9 0 0 13 4 . 13% maps
17 10
(R receipt.)
16 1 rek or cenvas 2 5 3 3 8 27 .
4 10
17 15 15 5 0 3 0 11 9 . Rs 5284
2 mnps 2
sulis.
18 4 10 £ 14 l 8 0 2 10 cee Rs 1-12+
3 ma
19 2 3 2 7 112 0 3 8 111 sulis.
20 easnsms 7 0 3 8 0 esn

8 Sulis = 1 Map.

about 9 or 10 vears ago.
headman, as he was in arrears of rent.

20 Bio = 1 Sula

2 r'le = I soor (kutcha)

1 Beor (pucca)=24 soors (kytchua)

XV 1Il.—Kuralmatia . Broken.—The Sonthal headman system oeased in the willuge
The zamindar fook awny the Mostagin right from the Sonthal
The latier was disposscased of his yiam lands,

but along with the other SBonthal raiyats remained n possession of his raiyati lands.

of the cultivation of the village.

XIX.—Korrakund - Inlact
Ganesh Manjh: 18 the Mostagir

The wvillage 18 intact
The present jama is s 35 for 154 bighas 12 cottahs 12 dhurs.
here aro 10 non-resident cultivating Dhikkhus holding lands in the villa,

mal.a;ans.

(80 houses of Sonthals).—Onl
The 0111v

Cealoulating a rek of land as equal to 16 bighas, the Bonthals have lost two-thirds

15 houses hold lands

villago jama was Rs 23

They are all
holding Sonthali lands, which have gone to them by private sale in satiefaction of debts

Nine Sonthals, who hold 81 bighas 3 cottahs 12 dhurs, have lost permanently
sale 25 highas 5 cottahs 4 dburs, and by usafructuary mortgage about 16

b
gxgabs to ,

private «



I(s) 1
XX —Nyurs: Brokes~—There are 21 or 22 houses of Sonthals in this willage, but
only eight or nine houses of Sonthals now hold lands Omginally the Sonthal headman
system existed in the village. Beven or eight years ago the village was privately measured
by the Ttmdnr. It was then that the Sonthal Mostagin ceased The old village jama (os
alleged by the Sonthals) was IRRs, 12, and it was enhanced to Rs 50 by the purchaser, Indra
Narain Mandal The present village jame is Rs. 100

Seven BSonthals, who now hold 80 bighas of land, havc Iost in all about 71 bigahs 10
oottahs to mahaans for debts; the loss of about 35 bighas has been oocamoned by sz-part:
decrees, and the rest about 41 bighss 10 cottahs have been lost by prnivate sale for debts

The patmidar has only to pay Ra. 16-8 to the zamindar as the village sama.

Four Sonthals have debts amounting to 224 mcps paddy, and Rs 343-9 (Rs 178-14
being Government agrionltural loans which 18 secured by the mortgage of 16 bighas)—

No XVI1Il—(Above)

Denre
No. | Area now held. Liand lost. SecuniTY.
BSecured Unsecured.
B e b B. ¢ p.| Ras a.
Man lands

1 21 0 O 10 0 0 ces 2731 maps

2 410 0 3 0 0 o 12 maps 7 sulis

3 410 0 313 0 .- Rs 6-4+6 maps

4 410 O 713 0| .. |9 maps.

] 410 0 8 0 0 was | BB 78,

6 410 O 13 0 0100 O . e Bimple mortgage 4
bighas and 8 head
of cattle

7 3 00 70 0 .. ) 0 ..

sitrekl O O 1 00 " Rs. 269 + 141

lesa maps

9 Ditto 1 0 0 asenes

1wl 0 ... 1 rek .- F—

11 ceses 13 ,, . .r ane

12 e 1 ,, . esecan
Total 45 10 0 64 6 0
+% rek 433 reks.

No XIX—(Above)

1 8§ 00 8 0 0! 3114{Re 1 ... «.. |} 8 bighas Govern-

ment agricultursl

2 i7 0 O 3 0 0| 38 4| 15maps paddy -. loam

3 26 13 1% . e Bs 15+ 11 maps

2 sulis paddy.

E | 2 1 3 010 © I

5 S 0 0 716 4 62 9 ceruen 2 bighas.

6 1 9 8 l 0 O ow aes as

7 8 0 O 2 00 cee ecsres s

8 6 0 0 3 00 . 1 map 4 sulis.

9 10 0 O - R

Total 81 3 12% 25 § 4 .es
No. XX—{Above).

1|80r9 0 O ‘a.bout 26 0 0} 1638 12 | 11 maps 5 sulis | 12 hghas Govern-
ment agnoultural
loan.

2 9 0 0 1210 013411 | @ ...... Sumple  mortgago

3 9 0 0 21 0 O 10 2 cecsen Five bighas Gov-
ernment  agricul-

4 9 0 O 4 0O - 1 .. tural loan.

5 14 0 0 4 0 0 . 4 maps 4 sulis.

6 12 0 0 4 0 0 .. 6 , 6 ,

7 18 0 O cerses .- oee

Total... 80 0 O 7116 0
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APPENDIX 1 ().

BANRKURA DisrTrRrRICT.

BANEKURA THANA

Cunaina Ovurrost
I —Village Sengasqgora  DBroken—

IRRs., Re
Previous ront . 01 Present rent ..« 85  Total area reduced.
An old willagc now brokeu ‘The Bonthals have been living in this willage for four
Reparts by Maalvt Ebraniude generations At first they lost some lands for debts,

at last some of them transferred the whole willage
to ao Dikku i Lguwdation of debts incurred in a ewwil suil with the tenurc-
holders Bui. as the tiansterors had no mnght to transfer others’ lands, the transferee got
Aabuliyats fromws the remanung raiyats, and became the 1mmediate landlord. He has retained
t he best lands, and reser Ind the rest with the original owners Though the whole willage has
been sold up, only culuivated lands lost or held are shown in the statement The lands of
thoeo Sonthals who did not join i1n the joint deed of sale, but simply accepted the transferee

as tho landlord by exccuting kebu/iyats and have becn allowed to retnan all thewr lands, have
been supposed as not trausforred —

DaBTs
Amounnt of
NN'Z“ land now Al'.l.‘f.;"ﬂu‘[ | RFVARKS NEMARES
b ld | Unsecurod l S rured [ focurny
Bighas Bighns
1
4 5 12 4 Sold for dubits Simple mortgage  Inter
l { A [Y S Il [ raelny, the transferec G4 mapa of | All }Janda in| est 25 percent A decree
rws tthne 12 bhyghas sbown 1n P ¥ POESESEI0D already oblaaned by
1 olirm ¥V ul n moniel of money-jender for Bs GO
Its 1~ Rent fornll the land] indlnding interest
' w Ry 12
Ly
+ 10 1] “old m nuction [ r debta - -
10 Bold 1o dubin but resotiled
by the troansferer
b P ] Snld for debin 4 maps ol Intorest 37°5 per cent
4 { u Sold for debits but resattied paddy
iy the trensfiree at no1unt of
Ra 6 Rupt for ull the land
wns Re 4
t N ] s ld Jor debits HEs 184 All Jands 1n | Bimplo morl:fnge- Tom
P [ claimal m the
civil vult 1nstitated
7 12 3 Sold lor de iy 6 maps ol Interest 37 & per cent
Y 4 (8 Puschmsed in Bt ction aale by paddy
mon s kader for deb i whoe
remttlod 4 Mgh s ghown in
wimn 4 at 1 nntot v ©
and 2§ i unds of paduy the
rout was Luy  t fur oil the
land
] Ita. 120 - Interest 25 per coend
10 - lun maps of Ditto ditto
puddy
1] 13 I6 mapa of Ditto ditto
padcy
12 .
19 -
L14
14 12 Re RKa Ditlo ditte
10 . 8 mapa of 1w dito
paddy
IH - s 400 All lnnds in | Simple mortgage.
' 18 POBSERNIOR
1 10 30 Rs 1 786 including mteresl
20 claimed in the aavil pult
l!l . mstituted,
23 -
29 g2 2 bighas nnder usofructuary Na H0 2 bighas Csufructoary mortxage
mortguge
24 [}
Il —FKatharua Broken—
Rs Re
Previous rent . 120 DTresent rent «.. 150  Total area reduced

and 60 maps of paddy.

An old and large willage, but broken ‘The present headman 18 the fifth in desoent from
the onginal clearer of the sml  The willagers at first sold some of their lands to different

ns for debts, but at last the majority of them transferred the whole willago to a Dikka
1in hquidatiou of debts 1ncurred in a civil smt with the tenure holders Dut as the majonty
hed no right to traunsfer others’ lands, the] transferee got Aabuliyats from the remamning
raiyats and became the immediate landlord. He has resettled all the lands with the onginal
owners at high rates of sajke (produce-rent) and money.

20 seers = 1 suli. .
2 sulis = 1 man
8 sulie = 1 map ‘
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v
|
Serial Amount of Amoant of Deprs
No | =34, 00% | lana lost Bemangs REMARES
Unsecured Secured |Becurity
3 | 8 bighas - 4 bigha under ugufiuctuarsy meort .e i2maunds| 1 bighn | Usufructuary  mnort
Bage of puddy gnge
Re 13 B
2|8 44 maps of 15 8|1, Bimpla mortgage In-
pnddy terest 25 per cont
All mmterest pad
rs 1bigha . | 8old 10 auction for dabis Bimple mortgnge 1n
‘ tirest 26 per cont
] All intereal pasd
‘i 4 |8bighas |? . «» to money lender for debta 4 _‘nlmps of . L bugba | Interest 23 per cant
raddy
Ls - 8, « for delts, hut re smitled by the
transferee 8t nrenl of Re 6 mrdd 3
maunds of paddy alued sl Ha 6
Tivwus rent fur which arce was
Rs 12
r - Rs 30 0 ) !} bughas, Uvufructuary mort-
Eage
2k Jighas | Lndor usufrucrunty mortgog
r7? Arbitrary eviction by the present 1ind
[] lovd for errcars of rent |
{l & |10 bighas |4 Lighas |
]
10 |11 bighas |12 bighas | Sold 1o monev lender for dobis ',
T, , 1o gl ctwn ol debts 5 maps  of Intercat 26 por cent
padds
13 . Bold i rdebits hul resettled by the »oe
truwpsferes at o rental ai e 13 and 1}
maund- of pirda s Provivus reut fox
wWhole arcu wns Bs 6
2 Surrendor of yolo for srresrd of rent
nfter o ssltlciuent '
! 5 hig ha . Bold [or dehbts, but re settlod by tin
iranslere.
9 Yol 1o prescnt landlord for sirears .
ol ool wfter re-settlewnent
104 ' Soll for dabta nut re seftled by Lhe -
T* 3 . { trmnsl ros
5 o Armitvuy evictun by the presoni
Inndlord for Brere wa” of aont, slter
1o siitlomcul
(] -
¢ :t & 'f e o e 60 Ditte dito
14 -
{11 6k bighas Rs 40 Ditto ditro
afls . 134 eottahy [Sold to money londer for dehts
4 ’ 104 cottahs { 1% hughas Qold 11 debis but ru-actiled by the i
6} cottahs troumiiroe at KRe 201 o and 5} ||
waundy of paddy | |
v has | 114 bigh Solddt for dehta but re s tiled by tha s 0 1§ bighas Usuiructuary morl
) 11§ g, i bighas trsnslizee nt m rentol Ra 68 8 0 | Rogy
and + mande of puddy !
Onguinl nt was Re 320 14 lughas |
undor usufrictnu y wolands
w1 6 . Sold for dibis but 1c-sttled he tha
transfercc at & rent Oof Ks w12 +
5t wmunda of paddy i
Oiigioe! rint wes Rg 39 lor whole ]
aren
1 tor Ba 80 | 2) bighas Simple mortgage 1o
i’ll 4+ Buid wn auchion for debrs ) mnpll o maps of ped
2 dy por cent All
I ) interest paid
122 {15 bighas s . Rold to money lender for debis
1 7 Cottahs | Oral transfer (0 woney londer lor
ubis
' 9 bighus | Sold {or debis 13 maps of Interest 25 per cent
paddy
s Sold for debts but re-sott’ad by the | 8 maps of pad- - Intoreat 31 5 per cootl
translorcd at & ot ol 14 4+ o) dy
maunds of puddvy  Ongwal rent for
wihole aren 24
{n - 4. , Sold for dibte Ba 21
. Sold to money lendar for dehta
24 | %9 hmbaa i“hu;hl Ditto ditto -
2% |10 |
27 |'a | -
%‘: ibm_h. 2) bighas | 8old to money lender for debis
g 3 bighaa -
33 ihl&i\.
34 3 bighas -

III.—Mawsaradih  Bsoken —The presen
Reports by Maulvi Ekramuddin.

GANGAJALGHAT] THANA.

BarTora OUTPOST.

of the suil

t headman is the grandson of the onginal clearer
The landlords had the lands of the SBonthals
measured by their own amins, and 1nereased the rant
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IV —Lerua pahars  Droken.—The present headman 1s the son of the origmal olearer of
the soil. One bigha 1n this area 18 equal to 3,240 square feet; one oottah being equivalent
to six cuhits or nine feet, Ihe area shewn 1n the statement has been converted into standard
ighas of 14,400 square feet—

No. ITI—(Above).

S;;;:al A n.::,::t.:::l und Ammllg.l.lul land BEMARES
Bighas Bighas,
1 3 8 Sold to mouey-lender for debts.
2 . .
‘ 3 8 Sold to money-lender for debts.
4 3 8 Ditto ditto.
5
{ 6 14 LN sPvass
7
8 ves 14 Bold to money-lender for debts
9 . .es sencse
’ 10 10 B I
11 5 5 Sold to money-lender for debfts
12 10 asn s
13 14 .. ..
14 .. 6 Sold to money-lender for debts
15 14 Ditto ditto
16 14 Dhtto ditto
No. ITP—(Above).
1 32 2 Sold to money-lender for debts.
2 - 8 Sold 1n auction for debts.
r3 - oes senere
4 eee | aeses
l 5 1} 5 The land held 13 under usufrauctuary mortgage Sold to
o money-lender for debts
< @ . 30 Alleged to be a benams transaction in the namse of the tenure-
l holder, 1n order to defraud the money-lender of his dues,
L the former misappropnating the land
7 eer ] eesses
8 O
i 9 . -
{10 24 2 Sold for debts.
| 11 . T A Py
L1z vee - .
THANA ONDA,
TaLpanGrRa OvTrosT.
report by Maulvi Satyid Mohammad V' Metriia . Broken (60 houses of Sonthals) —Age ot
Na'mr:?;d v " the willage may be traced back to three generttions ke

2 The Sonthal headman sold hus nght years ago, and all the S8on raiyats under him
were dispossessed Now only five or mx thal houses have got lands, and the others work
as labourers.

2 Thkey are regarded os kwrfa parsas, or under-rmiysats, and have held their lands snce
a re-settlement nbout a quarter of a century ago—

Serual l Land now beld I Land lost Debta (unsecured)
’ B.c bD.

l llllllll L L} XYYl

2 72 210 B

3 13 14 o sse0®es | 9 mese =

4 16 2 0 ese... 1 map 1§ sulis

5 914 5 | ... . 2 maps 63 suhs

6 4 5 0 . Ditto ...

7 914 0 cennae 1 Ara 2 ktinis

8 5 0 0O weosen 1 Map 7 sulis 2% pies
Total | 180 11 15

16 kurs = 1 arm 8 soers = 1 huri
N, B.—=Tho Bonthala hold lands aftsr taking fresh settlomenta,



I xvn

SIMLAPAL THAXNA

VI —Javmrdiu Intact —Ta1is 18 purely a Sonthal
yBeporta by Maulwi Salyid Mohammad g6 naving a population ot HU hou:es?:f Sojx'zthn.ls.

2 The willage 18 held under a mubwurar: Mandalx
lease by certain Bonthale. Baraham Sonthal 18 the Maudal The Mandal right 1s divisible.
Toe four heirs of the old Sonthal Mandal have separate reiyats under them, making
collection of rents from theirr own rmyats. They all ocollectively make payment to the

zamindar through the headman
3 The oldest village yama was Ile 10 But when the Sonthals had cleared the

village, the y#ma was enhanced to Rs 40  Tho willage 7ama of I}s 71 18 now in accordance
with a compromuse efiectod 1n 1884 1n a suit for enhunrement of rent
4. T'rinted rent receipts are not given by the proprieter (RRajn of Simlapal)—

Beriall 7,414 now held Lands lost Droe 8
No - ] ECURITY
Unusecured Secured
1 25 bighas (saledeed | ...... 2 Iis 18.12 and 2
2 exocuted respecting arns
3 15  Inghas, and 3 26 aras
aguin sottlemeut
taken ot s 221
rent from the
purchaser-maka- )
FLIT]
47 | 12 bighas 10 cottahs| 12 lighnas 10 cottahs
5). s0'd for debres.
6J cer
; ; | 25 bighas
9
10{ o9
1] ” *|'D bighas sold to |7l maps 7 kuns 4
12 mahajan  for debt Prer
Alleged arbitrary ' Rs 10
eviotion  cf 21 !
ghas by the '
mahdgan
13 |16 mghas .
14 1 ... 16 lighns (arhit-
rary ecviction by
malajan who
sottled the
lands wath other
Sonthals.
15 |10 or 12 bighas
16 | 9 bighas. .- . ae
17 ' 6 bighas
18 cecose cecnnn 18 maps tuken ori-
gmnally (Not
known when)
19 | 21 bighas .er cerens
20 .
21 cerene 5 biphas sold to
mabajan for deht
22 |4 bighas 10 cottahs | 4 bighas
Total | 133 48—10

VII —Dulrajpur Broken.—

1. The Sonthals cleared the village Now 20 houses of Sonthuls have got lands. the
others work as labourers or oultivate lands bdhagis

2. The Sonthals had originally n mukurars lease of tho village Ganga Manjhi
Mandal sold this nght to a makqsan 1n setisfaction of debts

3. The old village jama was Ra 319 The purchaser-mahasan fell 1into arrears, and
the mukurars 1nterest was bought by tho zamindar himself at a rent sale 1n 1307  Since
then the Sonthals have been paying ront separately to the zamindar The rent has been
enhanced from s 9-12 t> 12-4-b+ 1 ara 4 kuri vaddy + ! pio ghee per rek by ihe zamindar,

s ’1: to about double at a nurmal rate <f paddy Rs 2 per mound.
cl
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KHATRA THANA,

VIII. Goberda Broken (16 houses).—Originally the Bonthals of this 1 i
their reats through o Manjhi, but some ]‘oddﬂs veyry :mlnyn v b e

RIS to
setilement of the village from the Raja of Khatra These Poddyar- n:egomn;::g:d undst;te;
have got a large portion of the cultivation of the village 1u their own band now. They

produced & esrtain nuruber of deeds executed by the Sonthals in thewr favour, but there
are proteblv others, ’

The follow:ng are the details of the deods -—

Ruvar l Land sold ‘ Prioce Mahajans. Date. Remarks.
Rs, a.
Doman eerr 7 bighas 32 0 | Banu Poddar 1892 | C C eale for debts.
Barma vl 20 p 10 © Ditto 18937
|
Kepa I 99 0 | Jiban Poddar 1893 |
| Private sale.
d herka el 3, 180 0 | Doman I'oddar, 1897 |
1
2 . 99 0 |Banu Peddar | 1907J
and 10 eottahe Re-settled on 8 rental
(homestead) of 8 maunds rated
at Rs. 16 and annas
12
M.tla 11 nghae | 35 4 Datto 1899
=032
maunds)
Domsn (chlbots) | 4 55 5 | Nandu Poddar 1399? Private sale.
Tusu | 4, 49 0 Ditto 1900 |
Toro {25 . 100 0 | Jiban Podder 1900

Bince 1892, 53 bighas have gone into the hands of these particular mahazan-samindars
on nocount of the debts of t1s Sonthals The totel amount of ounltivation s & reks, which
1n this village 18 about 100 nghas or ro, so that, within the last twenty-soven yosrs about
Lalf of the culinnation of the willage hns gone mto the hands of the samindar-maanszns 5
gome of tins hna beon given back on high produce rents The best land has gone. The
T'oddars tucressed the ronts many years ago  1'he following st of rents payable to Jiban
Poddar shows thiat cess 13 paid at an estraordinary high rate —

Cesa.

Ra. a As,
Chand Rm: Manjhs e . - 2 8 6
T’hola »» .- eoe 3 0 3
Amar ” . . cas 3 0 6
Maosang » . cee 2 4 6
llopna » e ane aee 2 8 i
Chotﬁ KN‘O »” [y sae aen 3 B 0
Homestelld land aeme sas eoe 0 6 12

The excuse given for charging such high rates 18 that they have to realize it to pay
their o:neeeu 8l‘hzthlnzgan-—o:m day’s ploughing has to be given to both the mahayen-

elors and to the Khatra Haj. .
propr'i‘he l’?:lllomng 1 8 -huinent showing the present emount of land &nd the
sndebtednoss of the Sonthals i the vwillsge as ascertamed from the BSontlmla,
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The statement shows that they are in a fair way to lomng their lands to the makajan-

proprietors .—

Dxsrs.
Rarvar. a.mofnr:s:;l 'l;a.nd Reuarxks.
Unsecured Secured. ‘ Security
|
Doman ees | 2 puris of bad eesecs Rs. 21 (1907), Bond | Borrowed in a_ case
land remain- I 25 per cent (Bauu
ing Poddar)
........ 10 maunds cesees . 30 per cent. 1nter-
(1906). est repad (Jiban
T’od lar).
es  wee seeses 3 m‘"ndﬂ A cOwW I)l'to (Raghl‘l
(2907). Mahl).
Masang ... |-%- rek (nome aen as rencee .us No debta.
lost) and some
sarha
Sarma eee | All lost e cemas cemess . Ouly cultivates adh.
Has vo debts
Bhagrm ... | Unknown ...| 8 maunds... ceanan 50 per conf. (Salish
Poddar).
. eosas cacnes Rs. 80 (1907)] Kewat- |Rs 10 a year for S
band: years, interest paid
(Jiban Toddar)
Hopne wee | Unknown ... | 50 maunds |  ...... ves Acoount just wmada
up (Jiban Podar).
Iis 40 (1908) cen s . 25 per cwnt (Jibon
Poddar)
ves  eee ceenes Rs.10 ...{ Bond |Interest paid ong-
nally 25 per cent.
Luda wee | All lost, .- cen = .- Ilas 1o dobts
Moral = | All lost, oxeept . - .. vos Ditto
homstead
Inud
Chipa wee ] 1 rek .- ven ee Rs 20-8 Bond | Interest re-pa+d
(1967).  «Keswar Poddr)
N vae Rs. 20 (1908) Do 27 per cent  (Keswar
Podd i
. e- 11 maunds cemeen . Accounts just made
up (Banu Poddar).
R 9 cecuen e 50 per ceit (Nandu
I’ idar)
.- - . 10 maunds Bond | lnierest re-pail.
(1900).
cre - es 20 maunds eve -- - Samo re-paid.
. e o 1Its 10 (1908) - - T'or lac.
Tura .. 'All lost ase csecen esnsee . Now o servant of
uiakajan-proprietor
- 1118 no debts.
men eee | Do .es PR e o .o as no debts
{){.?ua eee | - rek . e . Rs 30 we| Bond 'l'illu Poddar.
Buga S I .. | R8s 16 (1906) coanan oan 25 per cent. Interest
of 1907 only re-pmd
(Banu Poddar).
vae ae ae canenn 13 maunds Bond | 10 maunds re-pa.d.
, (1907)
.. 5 maunds Do | Interest re-paid.
(1907) _
Jerhia ... |4 purasleft,also| Iis. 20 ...‘ cetons .ee 25 per cent. (DBann
some bighas. T’oddar)
cen e o 4 maunds veaven vee Account madoe up 1n
(1807) 1907 , 50 per cent
(Banu Poddar )
Matls .. | 3 puras e | R8 6 e costenw e 25 por cent. (F1bhn
TPoddar).
own ... .- - comees e No debts mow since
Goye - | Dukn eale of land.
Du],u ae seeserves LITYXTY) aas ue s Uunknown.
»

-
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IX —Harangurns Brohen —This village was sold up for debts incurred by the Manjht
to some mahajans just after the grent famine of 186b5-66 The latter subsequently obtained
8 dar-mulwrars of the willage. The rate of rent was then Rs 3 arek, the makajen

roceoded to raise this to ks 7 'They lend money to the raiyats and then sell np therr
ands, giving them back again on the orginal rent plus a suzpa rent  The result 18 that
about helf the cultivation of the village has been sold to the mahajans, but one-third lLas
been given back on large produce rents Two statements aro given below, showing
approxuimately tho atate of dispossession and of indebtedness of the rmiyats A perusal of
the details will show tbut Bhadoli 14 about to lose his lard on account of a mortgage, and
that most of the others are in a fuir way to do so eventually They have to give
tothbegm i both to the walhijun-proprietors and to the overlord, a zamindar of Khatra

The Khatra 1la) aleo collset msyan on the occavon of uny festival, As 12, Re
But the Sont hals do not objeet to this

or Rs 2 a willage
Rajn, becnuse he has lost his lauds

a8 a rule granted —

The :nahajunt got vegetables free.

They pity and hike the Khatra
Rocuipts are not

INDEBTEDNESS
No ‘ Unsecured Sceured Securnity l ﬁ'inp(::&‘t Interest Remarke
1 . eee 6 maunds (1907) : Bond . } Interost 50 per cent
2 . 10 10 seers | Do .+ . Ditto 50 For three years
(1907)
Re. 5 (1906) .. Iitto .. ! 26
1 seer of ruce . R 100 ,,
3 Rs. 50 (nbout 1899)  Alllus land .| ... .. 2 Simple mortgage
and due Ra 400 | (case going on)
e ee 25 maunds (ubout | 2 reks 80
1898)
. 20 maunds (1408) | Bond . 50
Rs. 3 (1907): .- . 2
4 o 5 puras of gron | All his land . cantue B ., Simple mortgoge,
(about 1900, salasi interost
Re 7 1) . LXT] 25 ”
5 Rs 12.8 and 8| Bond .- . .25 -
niaunds grain 35,
(1908) )

6 | 1 band: ... car o wee . a0 ’

7 30 maunds (1907) | Kustband: ... | 20 maunds cusee 10 maunds a )ear,
3 years kaats
repaid.

- . 12 ,, (1906) |Bomd 60
e, 25 (1907) . cer ue < , v
Rs. 6 .o . eea 2, To be repad 1n
Bysak {or lac
8 O 2 maunds (1907) | Bond . .| 1 maund P
Rs 8 (1907) . . 25
9 s on 14 maunds (1907) | Bond w.|3 maunds| 35
(1708)
Ras 9 (1907) e ane . . 2%
10 e o 10 maunds (1908) | Bond ve. | 9 maunds .. gg ”
9 (1907 T .
R”s ( s ) .r o . 26 :: For lac,
11 4 maunds {(about All land .. (Bome e | 85, Simple mortgago.
1900)
. 4 wmaunds (about | Bond e. | Do. | 50
1901)
ly 12 maunds (1906 - Do .| 80 8imple mortgage.
il Brtte 0% | Bond . |Toterest ... | 50 . X




I(b)

XXl

Ny,

Land
given
back. ‘

Oiigl(rlml Present rent
an

Land loat. Ougnal rent.

RemaRKks.

to

[y ]

[

10

———— =

Rs. a

-2

All . |1 rek 7 0 0 and 2 puras
gramm (<0

mauudr)

2 reks

—

1 rek

i rek . . 3 8 12 (no receipt)

0 datto

~1
=
-2

3 reks 11 ks .
(uo recerpt)

70 f
{no receipt)

0 dicto

L =]
-1

» 1 rek .

5 1 and 6 bandis
grain

(<)
S

10, v 1l rehs ..

|
1
17 reds 1
!

4 and 4 bandis

—
o=
wl
<8

(=44

1Y, 1} roks

1 rek 1 rel 1 rek 3 &

bandis 112 1

~=
L)

12

1 rek

-f——

15 reks 7i+4bandis | O reks

Lond lost with whole
villago , settlement of
area made nt Ns 7;
this  apmin sold  to
maligjav-proprietors who
gave a ruelr gotilement
ul 1nerenscd 1ent

Civ1l ¢ ourt rule for debis
five year~ sgo to Kaitik
Mahiy

Usufrucluary mortgage
to Kuitik Mabti, pend-
mg payment of prina-
pul amount, Rs 150

Unknown how Karhik
Mabt:  obtured the
lond

Sold for debts three yenra
ago to llaghu Maht:,
the e ¢ 13 pad to
Ragu Mahty, and thoe
money 1unt to Kartik
Meh

Snld for debte on acecount
of fanune 18906, fresh
t ttlement  made  at
sajna rentai by Gaya
Sunn

Once <old up for arrcars
of rent, bt re-settled gt
higher  1ental  Tius

ortion  of  willage
Lelon gs to Khatra Ra)

The land lost 18 culti-
vated bhay/s  Sold for
debts 12 years ago to
Baikanto Sahu

' Suld for debts mx years

0. eultivated bhagi by
Sonthal to DBaikunto
fahu.

Sold for debts {0 Kart:ik
Mahts 12 yeurs ago.

There 1s n dispute regard-
mg thus 1o the Court,

One bandr cquals 1 purs,
or equals 10 mauml:l

X —Tuabad  Intact —The Southals came from Santbhum, mm Cbhatna, about 100

years asgo  They all pay rent through the Manjh

who gets a Junt receipt 1n the name of

throe persons, tho descendants of the onemnal two per<ons with whom the land waa settled

The rent of tho village 15 Ra 24-11-1, one-inarth of which 18 jungle

About’one-halt of the willage 18 cultivated by malin;ane

No bet hbegar: 18 g1ven
The following statement shows

the rated of mutation and the prescnt s'ate of 1nleptedness 1n the village. It 18 noticesble

that the mnkajans, when they have acquired the lan i, ro-¢r il

« porrbous of it on large snikg
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or prodvoe rents, the rate is 8 maunds a bighsa for good rice land, There is no Joy-Paramck
in this village or 10 anys village 1n his neighbourhood. There is no Kudam-Naiki.

DEwra,
Namus. | Land li“:f_ RExmangs. Ramagxs.
L nsecured Seoured Security
Phulan |[Sreks. |1 rek | Anld in three transactirne from 12 - Spuras .. |H bighs | Sawni interest 26 por cant.
H? h, (:l:loul..l.!u :oﬂ) ﬂl‘l;l’ﬂh W&h v of I;HJ [EY (19%07) ll"ll:l 1] llllaﬂlldi) ; smple
[ 1 L] ] s culurst y e madbayans mortgage 18 years.
mon . themslves, wome Jand siven|s 16 maunds|{ Rs 78, Bond 1908 | Intireut 3 snmas in the
Moro} buck en sasha wottlocient of Jug 1) L) rupee
maunndg.
Bosla 1rek .| 4 & rek|Bold to madgfaw in = nomberof Rs 10 -—- - Now dus P83 per oont
{8 orv| tmneariions extending down 10D (tv08) interent {thess are ot 28
biphas) !nu.n ogo  2A bighns piven bma percent for the cultiva~
hag!éi saod the remt given back |3 tion of lac)
at adrha rental of 46 dn, 3: )7 8 ds | Rs. 100 - Awsfband for B G year
weers at the rals 8 aunis per ' for 20 venvs 7 year ago.,
tigha Alno  cultivates  some only 8 ks ro-pard.
othoer land sasha at a renial of 24 )
maunds,
4 purms | All his | Single _moriesge 10 yearn
Kudu 1rek ..[{dmk , [Bold to makajame in dilfovent — Be 1L8 land. ago  Intervst 25 per cens.
trunsactlions 12 to 2V youi s ago Furd reaularly
4 . runn Qh\um'l’ 1 6 { Nous ru-paid 43 per cont
Ll
35 mmunds ) 8 1 w plie] \one re paid 50 per cont
Dhode 1 rek 8 baghes | Bold to maharans for B tn 20 years - (1ol ) houd
ugo 18 cottihs eiven bawk on & 5 puras One 50 per cent! intarest.
rental of 4 ma: (1997 ) teld.
Nonks . |1 vek . | | reks 8nld to mahgrans for 10 to 20 ventn - 20 manads | Bond ks | 25 per cont {1907)
ago , some Hiven hark on & saghs Hs. ¥ bands. s 4 & yoarfor 10yemrs
nontal of 8 8. 8 vears sgo  Kists not
paid regalarly
Luka ..{1rek .. Unhoown]|Bol - - — - 40 maunds ! K:sftbands | b maunds a year 8§ years
. Ra. 0 SBirwple| sgo Nono ro-pald,
bond
Barduh: -
Maaihi
Panda irek _ lilrek _ lml.l'l meny ycars axo  left the
village
Anu o |lrek 1rek .. ld to & mahajam 20 years ago, -
lefs the villagoe.

XI —Iliamara. DBroken —This willage was cleared by Sonthals who came from the

large parent village of Ranglban, enst of Khatra

They havo never to their recollection

ypaid rent through a Manjlu to the different owners, the majority of whom are mahayans.
No receipts are given, except 1n one wmstance, on the ground that the rmyats have got no

1 Toper seitlemont, but only & mukjalani or verbal scttloment.

According to the villagers

the rato of rent 18 12e. 1 a rek, from the vorbil staterment of one of the owmers, 1t would
appear that he contended the rent was more than this, but he ocould produce no hst of
tenants A very rough gtatemont of the 11 hLouses 1n the village who cullivato 18 given
A number of the willugers are very much involved, and those who have not paid
up the interest due con therr mortgagos or tho ZLists of the lestbandis are bound to lose
The ruiyats have to give bethbgurs, one day’s ploughing, one day’s digging,

below.

their lands.
one day’s cutting, and one day’s threshung to thu proprietors.

They have

to give one pound

(20 gundas) of jamke from each household, aud to subscribe for (mangan) for the funeral
expenses of the proprictors

Amount of Dxnte
Nawx land now Land lost EEMARKS. - - - = —_——— REMARKS.
beld L nsecurcd ls«-rurcd Iuecurny
Bobita e |2 reks . |Unknown Now| Sales (0 sahayan ’lf.z. 11€ (1904) | 40 mds |60 bighas Bimple morigege 1008 Iuter.
only culnivate ol derhs a by por cent-
d ugai and
bhagte ladd
Tipu - e - 110 mds| 1 bandh Kistband: for 13051313 10
maunds n year, Not repaad
“n-Elnl‘nrly
ave o ddbts
Singhat - | - - lkutbrl'll s n‘r'o. mn:nd-.
Gda (1907) year (rom about 1ML
hi - —e Hs 140 | Lend { Krats mnpaid regularly
Keps Munih 1 rek !,mmh_(lbﬂb) ] ;:l maunds of tolal debte
L repaud thas year
3 reks bimple morugage Intereat
Gra . 2 roks —-— smds §|.3,000, paid regularly (000 00 por
Rola for s, 10 [ ¢ 3mds(1907) b wmamds Tepaid deriss
Harna - 4 bighas 3 nghas Trmn) « Rs NG aers pal
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who himgiven ot cst
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12 matuls suzha Unk 4 reks s 1 hout 1900
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Kalu - % roks ! Intirost not pald 5O lnl"
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Pandu - » |4 bighas - drads  (190%) - Drrhca, 1 mennd still dus
i . el = - 120 mda | Land ‘llq(“ltlp ":“"= r 1V nmunds
all . 1 — - - 1tbands fo 0
Ralla " reks a yeur from 1315 to 1224,

X I —Sagedsih Hroksm.—A small and broken village The p;escnl: headman s the

RBeports by Muuln Ekramuddsn.

son of the onginal clearer of the soll.
have got the lunds of fivo of thew, and temporenly re-dettled

The money-lenders
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them with the onginal owners, who have turned under-rmiyats under the former. The total
reuts of these Sonthals have thus been increased from Ra. 14 to Bs. 18 pius 26 maunds of
paddy. equivalent lo about Re 70 altogether

X11l.—Kalikhanna _ Broken.—Bome of the descendants of the original clearer of the soil
are stall Alandals of the villaga for one-third share, their co-sharers having sold their shares to
the monev-leoders The present headman 1s the grandson of the original glearer of the so:l

X1V —Khandaraws Broken~—The present headman is the grandson of the original
olearer of the soil.

XV.— Mokutmompur Intact —

Rs A.
Rent ... 9 10 1n 1883 for the whole village.
Present ,, ... 36 0 for the same area

The onginal clearer of the sml 1e sull hiving There are altcgether six Sonthal
raiyats in the village, i1noluding the hendman, each paying an equal share of rent *The
tenure-holders are also the mouey-lenders of the village, to whom the raiyat1 lands have
been sold 1n repayment of debts

XVI—Clilagarh Biokem —The present headman 15 the grandson of the original
olearer of the soil. About half of the lands of this village has becn sold 1n ropnyment of
debtis to the tenurs-holder, who 18 also the money-londer. He has retained the best lands
and re-settled the worst lands with tho original owners at rates of rent, the total rents haying
been mereased for Rs 37 to what 18 equivalent to Rs. 250

X VII—Jhhapandih Broken —

Iits A
Past rent ... 20 4
Preseut , ... 29 4 and 48 maunds of paddy (sayha) for the same area.

The present heandman 18 the original cloarer of the soil. The Sonthals transferred all
their lands to & money-lender in repavment of debts incurred 1m c1vil suits The latter has
allowed them to hold the lande under him as noder-raryats on cnhanced rent

No XII (alor:).

DERTR
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| DEDBTS
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No, XVII.—{Above)
Berial | Amount of land | Amount of land Origimnl l
No. held lost. but resettled rent Prcsent rent
— ——|_ -5 -
Bighas. Dighas | Rs a4 | s a
i

1 12 12 ’.-2’ 4 2 449 sals 17 E0@ E
2 8 8 ' 4 2 444 1 ,,

3 12 12 , 2 4 2 4 2wmounds 16
4 a 9 ! 2 4 2 4%t 82
5 9 9 2 4 2 442 ., 3™,

6 12 12 . 2 4 R T B

7 16 16 i 2 4 L

g } 9 9 ! 2 4 2 444 3 see13
10 10 10 . 2 4 2 4+3 ,, T,
11 10 10 2 4
12 10 10 ! o 4 2 443 o, 2,
14 12 | 12 I 2 g4 2 o4s2 o, B8,
15 10 1V | 2 4 e 442 T,

| I 2 1+4 £,
: i 2 palin=1 maund)

Lieports by Maulvi Ekramuddin

KHATRY TilANA

Other Triles

Bat vinrs

AVIII —Ramdand B:ioken —The Bhumijes have been hiving 1n this village for threc

generntions  Tho

descondants

ol the

ortgmal (learers of

the sml aro still Mundals of tlus village for 7 annas shae,
thar co-sharers having sold off their shares to ot hers

l Drpn
Amounl of
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XIX — Rajasol Broxen —The Bhuiy
hove sold this 1nterest to others

Bravurvans

I(b

ons were originally Mandals of this village They
They have been hiving here for three generations
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XX I —Kumarbahai Drokevi.—
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DrsnwarLl or ITIINDUIBED SoNTHALs.

XXIT —Akkhuta Broken —A large village The Deshwalis bave been hwving here
for four gencrations

#
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RAIPUR THAN A

XXIII —Mausn Rajahatu  Brokcn (120 lhouses of Sonthals amd Bhumijes) —Tho
village was origmally clearcd by the Sonthals, who,1u the ordinary oourse, first camo
and gurveyed the land and then searched for its owner This turned out to be the Raja
of Bhyamsuniapur, who gave them o patta  There wore thon {wo Manjhis, Chand Rai and
Kuar, through whom the rent was paid The Raja subsequeatly made over the willage to
Gopul Gossmn as brakmottar, bul the latter made over o mukurar: of most of it to -
Sunn named Tara Chand Chaudhun for o consideration of s 1,090, which was confirmed
by the Raja at a rental of e 101-8  Tlus happened 10 1830 It did not dispose of tho
Manjhn'’s night, for 1t waa not till ¥R00 thut the repiesontatives of Kuar Manjhi, one of the
onginal Manjlus, sold what purported to be their half of the villagoe to the Sunn apparently
for debts valuod at Re. 1,489 The repres-nlatives ol the other ongmal Manjhi, Chand liai,
have managed to koep their lands out of tins purticular moncy-lender’s hands, 250 bighus
on a rentsl of Rs 5 which he has coveted, oven up to the 1ligh Court to increaso tho
rent, but without success Dul itlus hns not prevonted the land gong into the hands of

+ other isalhia:ans. Ticoerpts axe mot granted

d2
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There are four tolrs, three of which are purely Sonthal, vis, Kariarsye Bangotu and
Chiklagotu, so far as inkatatants are concetned ; the fourth, Jasudih, 18 helf, and the £fth,
ULajapat purcly Dikku  The mafaan sammdars are Rom Sadai snd Kunja Chaudhur.—

L]
(n) Tora Kartarsyz.

Dolar Manhe =—Tolar 18 the son of Panru, ona of the executants of the sale of half
the willage Subsoquent to the sslo (1890) DPanru end Chuna Ram, other execru-
tants, took a fresh liase of about 30 Ibighas for Re. 18 The third executant
Ilajda appears te havoe eurrendered his share, and to have left the willage Panru's
doscendnts ind Chima Ram now cultivate 25 lignas on a rontal of s 16 lil‘ho share of
tho'r rent had Lcfore 1890 bheen s 6 Dolur pays J maunde a year on o Awstband: to
the snahaan-proprietor, evcouted 8 years ago for a period of ten years.

Chuna Iuwm Man;/yv —1lis 18 the oexecuteat roterred to asbove In 1908 he
~old Ius shuwo 1 the land he received boek to one of the mahajan-zamindars for debts
valiaud at Hs 500, but has recrived o tresh leasv of tho same for  aras, e, about 20
muunds of gruin per unnum  1lo owes 8 aras av 20 per cent

Jaga: Manjee—Aller the mahayrn-ganundar got possession of the village, he eought
to ratse the rent Theie was o cuso which Joacar Manjla fgnght, but finally compromased,
80 that the rent was taised from B 7 to Rs 25 DBut be had to sell his lands to » Tauts
to dcfray the expenses of the «asse Mo took a fresh sawkurars lense of romo 12 highas
from the Tauti for RRs U-Ea your, but subscquently eold this asgein and got back a
mukurari of some land tor Rs 4 Oniginally Le appears to have bad 77 bighas, sr.d now
bas sbout 3 bighas, initially lost, because the zamindar strove to raiee his rent lle suys he
lLas no debts

Bardol Manghe —1e has o fourth share of the 250 lighas for which Re 518 paid  But
he hos receutly had cases with the mudqran-zamindar and 1n one Court won the case, and
nituilly suld the latter up, but theie was an appeal 1n wineh the deerison was given ngninst
tue Southal  To defriy thoe oxpcuses of this case, Bardol Manjht sold his shure 70 bighas
10 c¢uttalis to one Shyama Chbarun Bid, who gave back a mularare ledo of the land for
72 maunds of ginim @ year, that 13 to say 1t n maund 'be token to be valued at Re 2,
Bordol’s 1u0nt was mereased from Ro 1-4 to Rs 144 wyear Ho owos 2] aras at 225 per cent ,
and exeouted a Awstbanud: of Rs 1 tor 10 years tho jear belore last

Ragha, Bojun, Badu, Loda and Motic Mawphi —These are tho owners of the other three-
fourth rharo of the 260 bighay, for which Rs % rint s paid  Kight annas of the wholo land
was «old to one Sanjal 1laldar, who gave back a wieharars of the land on a rental of Rs 2¢
Subsoquently Raghu Manjhi's share of this suuhurar: was agaia eold to Sunjysl Ialdar to
yrovent a Civil Court sule, but he receivad a fresh mul i are lonse of tun shure ior 20 mauunds
of grain s year They have only small debts, oxcopt a  Anstbandr of 6 maunds u year for

12 3y ears and bond for about 12 aras,
Tora Javrpnt.

Rupra Manjht —His rent has recently been incrensed from e 4-12to Ra 45 In or
about 1904 he #old his land to tho mmhan-zamindar who gave him a fresh lense of 1t ¢vn o
rental of B maunds sqsha. Oves 8 maunds at o) per cent

Jogan Maiyhs has lost no land, and pays Ra 4 1ent

Kala Mansin 18 unable to give detauls regnrding his land  Hrs ront 18 Ra 3-8

Jolha, Kana. Ragdn and Sham Manyli: have got 30 bighas of land, for which they pay
rent of Rs 10 Jolha’s fourth share was soid for lus debts three years sgn IRagda sold
half his lauds for debts fonr or ex vears ai o, but ﬁot it back on a swha rent of 4 maunde
Sham Manjhi has disposed of about half of his shaie by private sale to the malujen for his
dobts Over 20 years ago some of his land was tian-f rred to the zamindar by way of
usufruotuary mortgnge

Bukal Manyhs has 13 highes of land et & rental of Rs. 6-12  One bandh of land was
given to the mahajen for his brother’s debts nmounting to Rs 80

Ttahin Man;m wos dispossessed of his goraifs man land by the zamindar three years
ago , the zamindar, apparently resumed it 8s service land Ralum bad no other ldnd, and

pow culfivates some other land s 4a and adh:
TorLa Barraorv

Gawga Charan Muryh: has lost no land, and his rent 18 unchenged—Rs. 19

Tara, Puds, Morat Harma, Jata, and Saivda Maiyus originally had some 80 bighss of
land, at & rental of Rs 5-2  According to the Malik’s jwmabands this 18 mow 124 bighas
Tara and Moral are still 1n possession of therr shares, 28 bighns at Re 1-2-4 rent. Tara bas
executed a kwtband: for 90 mauude, nt 10 mauuds for ) years, 7 yocors ago. Amounts have
been regularly repmd Puidu has <old his sbhare, about 14 lnghss, te the zamindar-ma/icjan.
Harma’s lund has been sold up 1n the Civil Court debts fo the zemindar-maehgsen, but he haa
reoiived a iresh bandobus! ot the same land, 42 bighas, at Rs. 16 s year. Sarcda’s share
has alro beeu eold up in the Crvil Court tor debts also to the zamindar—sa new 2ando'ual
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was taken for 42 bighas at s 16 a year, but a fourth of this was also again sold to the
samindar-mahazan, and the rent has beon deoreased to Rs 12 Baroda has alss given a
usufructuary mortgage of 8 bighus to one Dino Mandal for five yeara for the interest on
Rs 66 Hoe gave last year a mmple bond for Rs. 12, and 64 aras of grain of whioh Ks 7 1
eaid to be due

Mansht and Kala Manyie cultivote 14 bighas on a rental of Ils 8 Manjhi has lost
one bigha to the zamindar-malkaan for Re 10 debts The rent wans 12 years ago Rs. 7 He
has given a kistbands of s1x maunds a yesr to the makasen-proprietor

Haru, Salku, ITukri and Kasar! Mawyh; originelly held 25 bighas on a rental of Ra 15,
Haru nand Xasml Manjh: lost their land by & Cimil Court snle for dobts to the
maliayan-zamindar 9 or 10 yenrs ago, and have recoivel a bandobust of 17 bighas, inoipally
Dhangar land, at Ra 6. Salku and Hukn hold what 1s still called 25 bighas 1n the Mahk's
Jamaband: on a tental of Ry 12 le puys 4 annas for homestead land Salku gave a
Jrstban bs to the mahmjan-proprietor for 1 ara o year last year Kila Turka’s land was
sold up wn the Civil Lourt about 30 years ago. lle mow possessus nbout a bigha of home-
stead land, for which 4 annas 18 paid

Suban has lost all s lund , sold up far dents by the masasen-zammdar, but has recoived
a fiesh bandobust at Re G

Chuna has lost his land , sold it two years age for debts to the muharan-zamindar Ilia
rent was ongmelly Re 1-8, but he hns got a fresh bandodust for 1is 3 and 10 maunds
sashae 1lle hos given a usutruotuary mortgage of some land for a small debt to two
Sonthals

Matla Alangh: lost all hip land; sellmg it for dobts mony yenrs ago, and cultivates no
land now' His rent was Re 3.

In addition to the abouve, 1t appears from tho zvmindir’s statoment that, since 1895,
Jadu, Dora Darma Manjhi and Chota Darma Manjla left the village, and surrendered therr
lund on acorunt of the debts due to the makmyan-zamindar  Muchram Manjin and Ram
Ra Manjlu have also surrondered thoir land, tha former because the land was too bad to
bear the amount of ront assessed by the mzkaieu-zinundar, a fact admiited by the lattor,
but not 1z sn many words  Tho reut was Be 1-4 tor 6 igha« of Dhangur land

'The original rent of the Sonthals m this villagoe was Re 101-8-0, now, socording to thn
ramaband: of one mahnjan zamindar they pay Lis 186-7-9, and, besides rent, they hava to
pay ot & mummum computation 134 maunds saka  Caloulating 144 maunds of sepha as
boing equal to Rs 2063, the rent has beon 1increazed ot n Muinuuom computation to
R+ 1590, though this does not all go to the wmakhn)en-zomindar, and much land has boen
lost by the Sonthals

The zamindar admuts by his jamaband: to having secourod 80 bighas in his own khas
cultivation dunng the last 12 years , 423 bighas wore m lue 4/ds possvssion in 1393, the
total ocultivation 1n his wvillags 18 now 1,173 Inghas  But his previons yame ibendis, coupled
with his own state nents, show that 128 bighas of tho Sonthal.' land hava been acquired by
lum on wcount of dobts due to bhim (with a few minor exceptions already mentioned) sinco
1899

The Sonthals have to give bet/-begasr, half-a-dny’s ploughinge—ench person The wheole
village has to give I3s. 4 at a festival Fowls and vegetablos have also to be given
treo of charge.

XX1V —DPsndagadia  quas-Intact —Thie village s given a8 an example of B guasi-intact
village, with an up-to-date Manjh1 1 1t, who has avoided as yet the trunsler of lus night oud
who grants paftus and reompts The rent of the village 18 Rs 67-5 (road cess, Rs 1-10)
There aro three sharers who hold it on o mukurari leuse  [ho reats of the parjas are-—

. Rs. A
(1) Umacharun Gmn for Dasmat Manjh: . . 4 0
(20 Ram Narayan Cbhatn for Deb Maujlu . s 1 8
(3) Basra Manjh vee e 9 0
(1) Dabe Muanjhi .- . - 1l 4
(5) Basu Man)hi (from another village) . ces 4 0

Dikhu Pa;jas

(6) Lupa Matho es vee coe . 20 0
(7) Ram Kuarm .. . 6 0
(3) Bita Tambolr oo . 6 0
(¢) Lodia Kamkar . - 9 0

)
[=]
e
&
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The Manzhi I’bagu says the sharers pay —

(10) Jitu ... . . 4 0
(11) Gun . e o - 2 0
’ Thistotals up to s GB-12 , so he makes a profitof Re 1-4 p/ws his own cultivatione

, In s rent rcoeipts ho charges } anna 1n the rufoe Koad Cess and ulso  anna in the 1upe,
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Puoblioc Works Cess, the existence of which could not be venfied, though i1t may exist. There
was once a dispute betweon the Manjhi and lus landlord m the Ouwvil Uourt relating to this
willage. In the end the case was compromised, but the willage had to be mortgaged for
Re 2,454-13 to a malkazan 1n order to pay what was egreed upon The arrangement 1s that
50 aras a year shall be paud for mne years to wipe off tha debt Phagu, Jitu end Gur are
al! conoerned i1n thie mortgage Last year they would not pay the instalment due; other
mstalments since 1905 have been repaid

The other Dikku parjas, excopt the Kamkar, have been 1n the villsge mince 5 or 6 years
after the great famine ot 1865-66

On ous occasion the Manjhn sctunlly measured the village and brought a csse Lo 1noreass
the rent, but he failed Ile states he has kiem or Manjhi rent-frec land , but when s
own land 15 o all intents and purposes rent-free, this s of not mach acocunt No one olse
has khem land

Tho following 15 an nceount of the other Sonthals 1n the village —

Dasmat Manyin’s land wont after a mortgage to one Umacharun Gwan for his debts.
His rent waa Re 4, he got 45} bighas back m 1903 on a jamajanay patta at a rent of
Rs 06 and 44 arus grmin e took o loan of 3 aras 1n 1907 sccured by a mmple bond, of
whioh 1% aras 1a still due at 50 per cent

Debu Manghy’s land went to Ham Narayan Chattri, who gave him a fresh settlement of
it on a rental of Re & m 1899 on a jamam settlemont It was not disclosed how this
happeried

4 Itf'am Narayan only makes s profit of annas 8 a year out of tho transsetion Ilas
no debts
Basra has a quarre] with the Manjhi, who has taken three bighas of his land 1oto his
own possession He owes a Sonthal 1 another village Rs 60 at 25 per cent interest, taken
1 1907, out of which pothing has been ropaid.
dll))rlns Aanyhs only oultivates bkarg: or homestead land at a rental of Re. 1-4. Hae has
no debts .

Chanda Manyhs sold hus land for his debia 9 years ago, and loft the willage. The
Kankar cultavates 1t

Gerbhu Mangh sold ns land many years ago, and lelt the willage TLupa Mshio
cultivates 1t

X XV —Lsdhapakur Broken —The proprietor of this willage 13 Ram Bada: Chou-
dburi, the seme maligian who owes Rujahatu The Manjhi’s father exeouted a eale of the
villago to lum, but the others did not agree to one sale Subsequently the msheran one mght
ploughed and sowed the land hither and thither. Next day he brought a ocase agaipnst the
Sonthals for having ploughoed and sown his land, and produced the seed m Court as proof
thereof 1lle won ihe case Thus 18 the Sonthal’s reason —wluch was mnot beheved by the
Court. Consequently ho gotl possoreion of the land of all the eight houses in the willage,
and made a frech settlement with all the raiyats m 1898 by giving them patfas

Bearing in mund that the Sonthqle have all last their land, the following statement
shows only the increases 1n rents 1n consequence.

The fact of the scaroity last year 18 again illustrated by the fact that the XEstbandus
were not puid then —

i |
Namn Rent orior| present rent EEMAREA
U d Bo d Becunty l
Re & ©
Gops Manjhi 410 [Bs 4,2 armm |5 aray | Bs 1,000 (1008) to | 18 big. Mortgager— Kistbands of 10 maunds
P 1 A . (oow) B. & Chamibory snd Rs & per yoear far 10 yemrs
ll-n]:‘llcl. exmpl year , 87§ per
apn
Salku . - 4 0 w81 50 aras (1904) to |Bond Kuytbhandi 8 maunés of grain &
2 8 Chaundpury rr!ur 4 yearn BRepald regu-
T
Chuna ,, - - 4 0 - 8,1 13 aras (1004) to| Do - | Ki s 1 ara a yoar for 13 years.
R 8 Ohandhury Repaid regoinrly
Molhan |, 40 . " . S aras 16 mannds (1908) Do B0 per cent , ¥ maunds now duc
ow d“ 50 per cont.
upda
San_u . - - 1 0 Rs .m-. 8 35 arms (1868) ta| Do « | Histhauds 8 nusnnds a yoar for 18
mdu, ¥ B. Ohandhary,] ywears , 356 per ooné
68 mras (190B) w 1 mra & year regularly repaid
Bhairab Mandal
Bs S (Oa0) to| Bomd Br 5 o year for 8 yeara Repmad
Pons Manjhi rqtuth.rly oxcept laat year 28 per
ount,
Morale —_ 2 0 {Ra 7 aarma Absent
Tutal 30 10 | B» 31 and
{reni of Rs 147—58
village) | maunds

* He pold hie land again (o the mahasan and renexved some of 1t back adfe preduse rent of 34 mannda.

XXVI—Ragnat Broken —The village is broken It oonmsts of 24 houses, 16 of
which cultivate Of 11 persons who appesred, one had lost the main portion of Ins
land on account of debts, and two had been sold up for arrears of rent Three others had
lort a bigha apiece on scoount of debts, and one of them now only oultivates biasglss

Thus land has gouse into the hands of the rent-recexvers, who are poor specimena of mahaslins,
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who would not adm.t that the Sonthals bad made 1ho village, who refused to produce their
old jemaband: and documents, who at firet 1ried to make out none of the Sonthals cultivated
sajha, then admitted they did occamonally, and one of whom 1efused to admt that
he was & makasan, subsequently declaring that he Lad been once, bul all Lis ducuments had
been burnt

The most intoresting part of this village 18 the high rate of road cess the Bonthals have
to pay, 8.9 —

Name Rent. Cess
Re A & R« A ¢
Baram Manjhi 4 0 0 v 6 0
1311511 ”» =ve 2 0 0 0 4 0
Nunu ”» - 812 0O 1 1 6
Mahht » . 11t 0O 0 3 2
Chuna . - 3 0 0 0O 3 0

These figuvres are taken from. the jamabande of one of ths proprietors , the other Ihkkus
{a Dlhiobi, four Tantis, and one Cafdar) Live 1n the same fola, aulso have to pey road cess at the
same rulvs  Theso suahajans sottle their land ot Lie 1 a bigha  Besmdes high road cess, the
Southels have to give bethhegnrs and provide vegetables free of churge The mahujans
admit to having raised the rate of interest on acoount of the scarcity a year or two ago,
one case the mterest was ae much as 62} per cent for grain

XX VIl —Jawnagar EBrohen —The mabajan recerived n Mandali setilement of his
village 1n 1893 ior the zamindar  In ycars gone by the Sonthals used to pay thewr rent
tnough o Manjbs The wviliage only shows a moderate amount of dispossession

I e proprictor & janwebanas spocislly prepared for perusol thow ce-s at hall-snoa 1n the
1upev, but the willagers say they have to pay 10 pice 1 the rupee  This 1~ quute possible, a8
other niek gans have produced Lists of ronts showing the cess at o rate of about two annas 1n
tho rupee o1 more liecapts are not granted  According to this proprietor (1.2 annas share),
ho realizea money rent e 75-8-8-10 (3 gundas 10 kage)

Grawn ront 3 aras 9 kums 14 pues, valued at about IRle (8, and gramn debts are due
to him o1 67 axus, valued nt about 1ts 020

1be Sonthals have to give bilhbegar: dunng the year, ulso mangan, when the

mahnjan wanis tu buy n house, cr thero 18w death m lus famly, and vegetable fres of
charge

P N DEwrs
NaME Land lost REMauKS bl - - hEMARKS
L s cured ] Becured Stcunty
8anato Man)a 63 bighas {43 bighns Civil Court mle| 6 bigbas | Hn 2 and 2% pire & month interest
ftor reni 192 the rem Na ] fak'n on maccount o
carher % Pitumbhbar (18u7) famiue
’ Kundu »alo for debils
Dula 5 bighaa |5 mghan sold  togs0
Bham 2 bighas Pitambhar Eundn for -
mouey not for debts
Ras 0 oot eof By 70
vepail 511 yours ago
Huhuon — 6 bighsa |Rs 5 2 pies per month
B cotfahy 1
Lakhal 2 laghus Rs 70 Liond T Lo pay Pxpenses
uf cui@ 10 which ma
mindar tricd 10
Sundar Narayan 7 V;( ATRB N - zﬁ';'-::‘b‘:.'n:f"‘
uris
Woral Manjhi 1 bighs § | hold (o Pitambhar Kundu (10 ,, .. |11 orse 8 25,
ocottahs 21 yoars ago kuriy
Phage’ 40 bighas | 30 or 40 years ago w0 Saran Vo dubta.
Madan . - w s L] 2 pue Intercat a
L 1%7) mnkm. h-l];l n lor =
yoke of bullaloey
1.akha . - R o J
Charsn " 3, 16 mias 11 - o debra
Jairam 30 bigh HBoid 10 to kurs
1 1ghas ol FOArs ago - -
' Pitambhar Knoda. ho debt
Mahesh ,, 7bLighna | Sold for debts tnres | 18 bighas - * | Abwent
yunry sgo.
Rraju . - » ., Do

! XX VIII.—Hasugaria Intact,—The Manjh 18 said to havo a darmiukur ars lease of the
wmllage but 1t was not produced.
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The following hist shows the position of affairs in this village, areas are prectically
guess work, but the rents are acourate —

Nanmr P::::nt Rent Land lost or mortgaged
- i— | —— e
Dighas | Rs Ao
Dharma Manjh ... 40 12 0 O coneen
Sham . 8 7 9 0 |Dighas 2-10 sold for debts to Gopal Sircar,
muhnjan and proprietor (about 1901).
Chuva ... .. 5 3 13 0 | Bighus 5 sold to Gopal Bircar
Kaiksr . - .- 111 6 | Rent paid by mahajan 24 bighas sold to latter
(1907)
Ram . 4 0 O |Reut pmd by maharen 11 bighas sold to him
(1907).
Durges ... cee 2 9 0 {Ront pud by maiyin 16 bighas sold to bim
(1907)
Dbunu 5 3 3 6 | All mortgaged.
Taru 16 5 7 9 Datto
Tpa 2 1 0 0
Jumae ... - 12 4 9 N
Haram .- 14 4 8 0 |Nil, buf about to lose all, as the mghajan has
got & decree for lus debts, and the lands are
to be =0ld
Tant IHaram . H 2 9 o0
Chhota 8am 28 14 0 o'
Bas: Ram 5 3 3 6
Jasingh . 6 2 8 ¢
Lupa .ee 7 3 8 9
Durga Manjh1 (of o 3 8 0|21 bighas usufractuary mortfngo for pnincipal
ancther willage). and 1ntcrest 10 years ago for 12 years
Total . .as 7912 0

Tho total rent ot the village p/us oess 15 s 79-1, so the Manjh1 makes mno profit The
rert was ongnally Rs 50, then Rs 60, and finully 1t wns raised to Re 75, and o darmu-
kurar: given, 'There were omgnally k4cn lands n the willage, but when the rent was

1a15ed, these lands were assessed to ront  In somo cases lands lost, have been given back on a
sl bamdobust

APPENDIX I()
Binrur THANA

PARGANA BSILDA
MIDNAPORF

I —Kumarband: Intacl —Onpginally in 124813, over sivty years ago, the original
olcarer of this village reeccived a Mandali pri‘a of the willage at a rental of Iis 16,
bhatta Re 1, eltogother s 17 , walame Re 1, and parabsani Ro 1 * A generation
sgo tho rent was increascd to Rs 172-4, with cees Re 12 or Ha 13 after a measurement,
which 18 still paid by the Mandal The Mauandal’s jamalands shows a rontal of
1s. 331-12-93 and coss Rs 12-8-15, wcluding the rent of his own and his oo-sharers’
lande The oess 18 paid by the raiyats, and not by the Mandal's family at all
The wvillage 18 a substantial ono Whis jamaland: shows an area of 472 ighas,
agninst an ares of 405 bighas in the receipts granted to lim by the Midnapore
Zamindar1 Company. The Mandul assesses to ront exoce-s cultivation, but objoota to the
Zinmimndan Compauy doing the same Thut Company have nssessed to rent excess ocultiva-
.ou of 17 lighas odd at a rental of Ilts 7, according to the mayabads found this year.
The awmiz would mot directly admut to st, but apparently it 18 1n contemplation to increese
reuts for old land by 2 annas in Lthe rupes, and that thore 18 more mnayabadi 1n the

village winoh will bo assessod al rates which have not yet been fixed I give the Mandal's
Jamavants below —

Area. Ront

B ¢ cu Rs a o

Kandan Manjh ... . o 11 0 0 6 4 0
Nayabads . 31112 213 7}
Exces* area measured this year by tho 14 10 12 9 1 7%
Mandal this wayabade 18 being assessed Cess ... 0 9 0

at 10 anno. o bigha by the Sonthal
(Y bighas sold about 1320 to LRam
Narayan Magumdar )
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Arve.
B. o. cH.
Karum Manjhi (10 baghas formerly sold 8 812
to Ram Narayen Masumdar)
Dipa Nath Barik .ee v 26156 0
(An oniginal gxr_m)
Tintu Mohan Dam (bought from Tara &5 10 O
Meanjhi 10 1300) .
Baro Liakhan Meanjh e 7 0
Durga Manjhi ... . .. 2 3 8
Gurbatta Das: (sold by Tenta Manjhi 12 12 ©
for de‘b‘ts about 1286) aen -
Turu Manjhi ... .. 1114 0
(& bighas lO cottahs formerly losat) .
Buola Dasi (land formerly belonged to & 4 0
Narsingh’s father , unknown how the
present raiyat got it).
Ramra Man;) . 3 4 8
Pitu » - w 1 4 0
Badyanath . . . 216 12
Nath: »” 711 ©O
Sadhai Manjh:1 (8 bighas 10 cottahs 12 12 8
formerly sold to Jageswar Bunn
about 1297)
Mandal Magjh ... .- we 5 0 O
Bhado v e 718 0
Naygbady .. we 1 20
9 0
Hadu Manjh .. e 112 0
Nayabad: . e 2 410
316 10
Charan Manjh - 7 40
Bhagraa ,, ee ses - 3 00
Jogeswar Bunri . . 810 0
Gorm ‘Manjhi ... . . 1313 14
Suda: Dutta (bought nayebads from Badraa 9 0 0
Manjh: many years ago 1n 1295) 511 11
14 111
Ram Kuar Lohar—
(bought 7 b:ghas from Beha Manjhi in 27 12 49
303) ,
( » 9 blghas from Tenta Manjh:  ......
in 1285),
( » 10 bxg has from Lakhan Manjhy
in 1285)—
On aococount of loans .o
Ram Lall Bhai (bought from ‘Kalu Manjbi
n 1287) .. .ee .16 2 0
Narsmgh Manjhi e ws 2 0 O
Nayabads we 1 3 0
3 38 0

- - -
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Area, Rent.
B. c. oRn. Rs. a. a.
Gangs Narayan Gorun (original raiyat—in
Ram Lall Lohar’s possession now) .. 914 6 8 1 33
Suml Manjhi = ... ..1210 0 712 o
Cess ... 0 8 0
Jharu ,, . .. 4 0 0 3 6 8
Nayabads 1 813 , .. 0 310
5 813
Chota Mithu Debi 0 6 0 0 8 0
” 0 010
Binda Momni Dasi (Rajaram and Dhunu
have given their land to ocultivate) .. 4 6 0 211 0
[1] .. 0 3 o
Girish Chundra Mazumdar (fother of ihe
village-mahnsan Ram Narayan Mazum-
dar It 18 said that he was given land to
clear) . . .. 3614 0 20 7 15
w «ee 1 410
Ram Narayan Mezumdar—
(obtained 9 bighas sold by Kandan Man-
jhiin 1300,
. 6 v by Karu Manjht
' 1n 1300,
» v s Tanu Manjh1
m 1300,
. 24 abandoned by Bishnu Manjhi
m 1300,
»» 10 bighas rold by Karmu Manjhi
1n 1306 and 13U8 sales for
debts] 35 11 12 22 8 17%
w - 1 6 5
Munsahy Manjlu . 40 0 O 40 0 0
Turku » . .17 0 0 17 0 o©
Rajiram .18 0 0 18 0 0
Dharo » 29 12 0 29 w0
Phagu " 2111 0 21 8 0
Galu - . .. 350 3 815
118 &
b 3 8
" -« 0 3 &
471 12 2 331 12 93

» - 12 815

Toialling up, 1t will be found that 115 bighas 1 cottah 4 chittaks have gone into the hands
of Dikkus on accouut of debts indurred by tho Sonthals, that 1s to eay that during the last
30 years one-fourth of the cultivation of the willage has gone 1nto the hands of Dikkus
That more has not gone, appears to be due to the fact that the Sonthal Mandalhh family 1s
unusually intelhgent. They are, howevor, not at all free from the mahajens. About ten
years ngo thoy had to borrow some moncy to pay off the rent due on the willage A mort-
gage of 90 bighae of rent land was executed 1n favour of Ram Narayan Mazumdar They
.50 bad to give an rara of the rents for 11 years Ram Narayan Maznmdar brought a case to
get bhold of the laud, but they have jusb mortgaged the whole village nght and 90 belfhu
of land for Rs. 1,300 to 1tam Lall Lobar, and paid off the first mahasan  In order to help 1n
repaying the new maiaui, the Mandal tamuy have raised their own rents to a rate of Be. 1 8
igha The Mandali famly 1s also threatened with a case regarding a mortgage of 32 bighas
valued at Rs 1,100 It 1s very doubtful that they can now survive.

Rajaram has just been through the Civil Court. He had mortgaged 10 bighas of_ his
Jand i1n this willage, and a fourth share of this willage ; the mahzan got a decres, but the
Sonthal made a Awtiband: to pay Re 132 a year for Lhree years.

Karmu Manjhi 18 at the tune of wnting 1n the Civil Court. He is being sued by Bam
Narayan Mazumdar on a morteage of all his land (8 bighas 8 cottahs 12 chitfaks), but the
mortgage 18 domed by the Sonthal. Interest was usually 4 kurs in the area, but has lately
been raised to 8 kuris,

The tahsildar of the company gets 2 pice 1n the rupee of rent, Rs. 6 lahrirs. DBeth
begar; 18 not now given Six persons in this village can read and wnte. «
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1I —Qundapal, Old, but broksn—The present headman s {he pgreat grandson of the
ongnal clearer of the sozl. The money-lenders who are purchasing the lands of the Sonthals
are temporarily re-settling them with Sonthals other than the omginal owmers at exorbitant
rates of sq7ka (paddy rent).

Seral Amount of Amount of

No l:m}:le 1::;:ml land cost. REMARKS
1 12 5 Sold to money-lenders for debts
2 (LY ALY YL essene
3 . 19 Purchased by landlord by rent decree.
4 .- ae 10 Sold to money-lenders for debts.
4] vemens G Ditto ditto
9 Arbitary eviction hy landlord
2% Bold for dobte.
6 ceneas 16 Sold to money-lenders for debts.
7 2 2 Ditto ditto
81 Datto ditto
8 2 134 Purchased by landlord by rent decree,
9 arvens 12 Sold to money-lender for debts
10 . ae 11 Ditto ditto
11 veses 11 Datto datto
12 crenee 24 Arbitrary eviction by lundlord
13 4 1 Appropriated by a lessee to whom the land had been
sub-leased
11 20 aeeeen Also holds 12 bighas more, temporanly settled by a

money-lender who purchased cther lands, at o rent ot
G aras (valuod at about Re 37-8)

15 1 - ses Also holde 1?2 bighas more, temporanly eetiled by o
money-lender who purohased other lands

16 4 cesnes Temporanly settled Ey a money-lender who purchased
other’s lands, at a rental of 2 aras

17 33 . ees Temporar ly sottled by & money-lender who purchased
other’s lands, at u rontal of 1 ara 14 kuris

18 41 . ees Temporarily settled by & money-lender who purciased
other’s lands, at o rental of 24 aras.

19 3 Temporanly settled by a money-lender who purchased
other’s lands, at a 10ntal of 1} aias

20 43 aes =

21 20 .

22 29 S . .

23 16 . .

24 sem escanse Teneus

25 59 e ves Bimple morigage Amount of loan taken 4 years ago
Repaid Its 120 8hll due Rs. 800 Interest 37 5
per cent A civil suit has already beeu instituted for

’ the realization of the amount.

26 XX 1] )

27 13 Bold to money-lender for debts

238 . 6 Ditto ditto. *

MAHAL LALGARH
1I1.—pPBhrangadali —Intact
Reports by, Maulv: Saiyxd Mubamad 1 A Pumly Sontali Vlunge, havmg 8 POPUIﬂhon of 14
Nasiruddim Sonthal houses undor the 1aja of Lalgarh
2 There 18 a Sonthal Mandal who holds ¢ bighas i4em land and 41 bighas sofe 1n the
names of his wife and eon, making nominel payments of reuts ior these lands He mokes
8 profit out of the rents realised from the raryets themselves

Village jama paid by the Sontal Mandal{ Rent realized from the raiyats.
to the eamindar

Rs. 115-6-6 (including cesses) plus 5 aras| Ras 1063-4.3 plus 4 aras 3 kuris 6 pies paddy
paddy

The zamndar realizes—(1) cesses for sasiz paddy ; and (2) & cess called proser monarar upor
§haarsa cess on the exocess collection of the Mandal amoynting to Rs. 4-7, besides the Road
and F'ublic Works cesses.

* 3 The Sonthals have not lost their lands,

e 2-
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Soriat |, 22020 |1 0nd sow| Ao Dwere
I nd now o .
No lu;alrll:ﬂy held, Jand Old rent P rent REBMARKES.
. Tost U sed 8 d | Sscurity
Bocm |Bcom u
1 4 00| 86800 Ba 08+ 7)ams | Rs 00 Ra 47 15-10| Held by lonﬂll ‘Morol
in Dhama| kimmslt only in his
Ia village | fmmily wembers
name.
17 0| 8917 © BRe. 240+12 14 aras | 30 bighas | Rawe area previcus and
hurl 18 C + | morigaged,| present,
Hs 28
4 28 B510| 3 B0 Rx 10+8kurs| R |I+10
Tor bighas | Lurs 2 ple for]
3-8 10 proscnt ares
8{17 0 5|17 B B BRs 11.548| Bs 12-393+6] 8 aras ¢ kuris
kurls huris & p1ss. 8 ares
6810 0|10 O - Bs 1Bo+6 148+86
urs | kurss 6 ples -
7(18 0 o|wis1s #s  A10+¢ | Rs 1318+8| B 448 wras .
kutie for 3, kurie® ples | (gacce) 1,316, o
bighe.
»
8 | 17 17 10 4 17 17 10 - Rs 10844 Rs 11 345]3 ayas 1,818 Samne ares.
kuaris kurws B pres (derhia) -
9|16 3 0]®1 718 Bs 8540 kuris| Ra 11133458
for 15-3 | kuarls & pies. 8 1";1'.“ kuris - -
bighas '
130]1017 0|1 1310 Ba. 118+0| R 16848 |11 gra ¢ kuris
huma for 16-17| huris 4 pres. +.n‘ B (sscen)
bighas 1318
71} x 2 0] 110 © As 1446 ples | By 1 841 kun
for 1 bigha -
13 11 6] 8 6 & Ba 11641 Ra 2942 k
kurtia for 2| 3 pes -
ples
13| 7 210 7 210 Ba S+3kurim | Bs 543 kuris - .
14l o000l poco Ra 8+3 kans | wa, 443 knris }"‘"“"‘
1V —Village Dhansola.— Broken.
Houses.
Village pupulation ... . 48
Sonthal . .ae . 44

Fourteen houses of Sonthals hold lands 1n this village, and 6 houses of Sonthals held
their lande 1n another willage.

2. The Southal Mandal sold his interest 1n satisfaction of debts which worked out
acoording to the mahajan to Ra. 600.

3 gThe Santbal raiyats remained 1n poseession of their lands. 'The 8onthale have mnot
lost their landa. Bome of them have mortgaged their lands for debts.

4. Rents have been enhanced on account of increased area undes cultivation A
comparison of the rents and areas of cerlain tenants recorded shows that whereas the area has
1increased from 150 to 190 bighas, the rent has inoreased from Re 100 and 2 aras of grain
(valued at Rs 12-8) to Rs 142 aLd 2 aras odd A sumple proportion sumn shows that the
rate of increase in rent 1s alightly higher than the rate of inorease of area, whioch should not
bo the case as the new cultivation 1s less valuable thau the old

MAHAL BAMGARH
V.— Benachapra Intaet —

Ho'uses
Village population ... . 12
Sonthal » . 11 and our

(Kamar).

1. There 158 a Sonthal Mandal under the Reja of Ramgarh. There are 2 oco-sharers,
each having 6 bighas of k/iem lande. For their other lands they pay rent,

2. The Bonthals have lost 30 bighas, having sold their landa to ma/izjans in satisfaction
of their debts. About 28 bighas 8 cottahs of lands are mortﬁaged to maiajans for debts
Eleven Bonthal houses now hold 146 bighas 7 oottahs 1 chuttak. .
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3. In this village, like other willages 1n this area, both the Mandal and bis raiysis pay
both sorts of rents combined, w1z, 1n cash and 10 kind The present village jamais Ra, 27
piva Rs 8 cesses, besides 21 aras 10 knria 7 piea paddy The illage has beem privately

measured by the Rajs from time to time, and the joma always enhanced

enhancement from Rs 8 to Rs 12, from Rs. 12 to Re 14, from Rs. 14 to Rs 20 and

from Rs. 20 to Rs. 27.

There has been

Amount of
!;}'r‘ land now
beld

Amount of land
t,

BREMA

DEp1e

Unsecursd

Securad | Securnty

REMABES

B ¢ cm.
a 00

-

~oR@abde o
-
]
@
ececsoce ©

4]

B c

13 10 Oi

18

410 Ol

CH, |

ajan

arbitrary
debts

o o

8 bighas 10 cottaha wild to
mah

for debty by
eviction for

}Hnld for debt

Rs 3811

10 aras

[
|
|
I

lotsresi @ annas per
ruBau
L1tto ditto

4 kuris per ara.

MAHAL RAMGARH

Other Tribes

BAURIS

VI -—Indadanga Broksa —This s a purely Baun village, having a population of nine
houser of Bauna

Roport by Maulwn Baiyid Muhammad

Nagiruddin.

2. The Mandal right 15 new held by a Tel
3 The old wvillage 7emaz was Rs 10 It has been

“enhanced to nearly double of what was paud by the Baur: raiyats to the Baun Mandal —

Senal| Amount of
No | land now Amount of | Old | Present K¥marKsS.
held. land lost | rent rent
[
B ¢ cu| B.c.cuRae A | Rs. a
1 100 0 O Rent-| ... *Alleged arbitrary
free eviction.
2115 17 156 4 2 5158 0 9 0
33t 112 ves 2 8(15 8 Same area held
411713 0 3 o0 8 13 all along.
[+ 6 0 0 2 0 01 4 2 8
6 310 © . 010 1 8
7 5§ 0 O . 1l 8 3 0
8 8§ 0 O - 1 8 2 8 |({8Ssme area held
9l10 0 O .ee 3 0] 6 9 all along.
1012 0 O vae 3 0 6 0
Total|106 2 7 11606 2 & aen cen




Heporta by Maulvi Exramuddin

DPESHWALI SONTHALS

Pareana BiLpa.
VI1.—Adargorey : Broken.—The Deshwalis have been living in this villuge for four gene-

I(0)

rations  The tenure-holders as money-lenders have acquired
most of the lands of the village.

e -hl.l ‘hnd ol A Damrs,
Mo wow | of land REMARKY —_— BEMARKS.
it wd. I [ d I Becurity I
Bighas Righaa, \ Ao
41 -— oy
2 10 7 14 oy lnl'u—t l:nlperunl
3 1 12 l d,..- - 8 piem =1 kun
. }Bo;:hlli moncy-lenders for 4 _ - 16 kurism1 arm.
5 w | -
6 12 J y -
7 [ Almndonad -
[} o 7 Sold 1v money lender for -
debts
9 a [ .\;:‘i;:ry rwiction by tenure-| ¢ Il;l ol - . Intereat 59 per cent
BHUMIJES.
VII1 —Bhm Arjun Broker —The Bhumijes have been living 1n this willage for four
gonerstions.
Amount of Daera
.:.':‘l land uwow ‘::::“l'::.f' EBMARKS BREMAEXE
bold Unsecured. Barured, Beourity
11| Bighas [| Bighaa
a1 P 4 Appropratod by usufructuary | 3% arms of - Inkerest 60 per rent
3) 6 ¢ mor " paddy.
41 1 Bold 10 mon®y lender for debtul -
BJ L rowi
4 Appropriated by usufructuary] 15 ams of
‘} 5 { 10 ::Inrl[.:e ¥ peddy Inte 50 per cent
Sold 1n auction for debta
7 20
B 6 Bold to money lendor for deblaf 53 arss  of Intorest 50 per cont
2 + Thito Ditto 12 Dute - Dilto
10 -
11 - 7 Sold Lo money-lender for debla] 9 arms of - Interest 50 per cent
11
‘:; e ° Yold to monev lander for debix,
14 [} ) L] Approprisied by usufructuars | 7 arss of - Inibrest 50 per cont
morigage pad
15 ] 2 Bold to money-lender for debts]
16 7 Intto Intwo -
17 m - - -—
1R 74
19 -
) 14 i o mangy-lunder for .m-t.s1
BHUIYANS,
IX —Chaknapal DBroken —The Bhuiyans have been hving in this will.ge for three
gonerations,
DEBTs
A t of
5;.'3“ Yand now m":;l"' REMARKS - — BEEMARKS
. Unsecured | Becured l Becurily l
Bighas Bigtas I
1 o« Sold Lo money-lender for debta§
2 20 10 Ditte Ditw ;I llll‘, of Interest 50 per cent
3 8 14 Ihtio hito ditto Diygo
4 Y 21 Sold to money-lender for dabtsl ditto, IDhtan-
who re-soltied & bighas shewn)
n eclumn
& b 1] Sold to money lender for debia] e—— Interest 50 per cent
[ [ 156 Sold in auction for debta 34 sarms of
7 s 19 BSold to money-lender lor dobta) - °
= 'lg‘ - - . Intercat 50 por cent
10 " = ¢ Ra 100, | S Tighen S'Iml'p\o mortgage Amounnt
- of Joan takern 4 yosrs ago,
Repaid ks 100 Btill due
20 - — 104 wran of Rs 100 Intcrest 24 per
n paddy canl
» 100 | 10 . Sumpla morigage Amount
of loun 1IRkOD = yoar age
Nomne repaud Interest
12 87 b por oent
l:} [ ] wese ~—— -
1
15 10 -— —-— PR— -
* 16 10 Sold lor debia. - -
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MUNDAS,

X—Pachapan Droken —The Mundas have been living in this village for three gmad:mnl.
The tenifre-holders, as money-lenders have aoquired most of the lands transferred for

HEMARKS.

I Arbitrary eviction by tenure-

holders
; Bold to money-lender for debta.
Sold for coneideration.

Bold for debts.

Sold to money-lender for debts.
Bold to money-lender for debta.

Bold for debts.
Sold for dobts.

Amount| Amount
Senal | of land' of land
No. now now
held lost.
Bighas. | Bighas. l
1 (X1} I 3
2 13
3 cen 17
4 415
5 12
6 N 12
7 cee 8
8 e 8
9 7 7
10 aee 16
11 10 eee
12 . 10
13 8 cee
14 18 cwe
15 7 .
16 . 6
17 e-ew s
18 eee 11
19 - 24
20 ase 7

Arhitrary eviction by tenure-holders
Sold for debta.

Arbhitrary eviction by tenure-holders.

Maulvn Ekramuddin interrogated the tenure-holder sbout each ocase

eviction, but the latier could not give any satisfactory explanstion.

GarHBETA THANA.

XI —Bulanpur Broken —

Sonthals s
Kurmis ..
Hindus—Bengalis

Reports by Maulv: Smyid Mohammad
Noairuddun

Houses.
28

. 9

.. . 20

The Sonthal Mandal s71d hus right

of arbitrary

2 The Sonthals lost the major portion of their lands by sale mn Iavour of makamans,

1n Lieu of their debts—

Bighas.
Area now held cen 74
Amount of land lost ... 508
Rs. a. p.
Qld willage jama 10 1263 ..« 42 13 1 For moi-mauza.
Jama 1 1276 . ee 190 0 0 For 659 bighas

Presont rate of rent ...
XII.—Doomorsa Brokem.—

Sonthal population
Village »

chittaks (5 annas 7
bighe for ounltivable

6 mes per b
g
Oporgghs

Houses.

25
42

18 oottahs 15

fande, ¢

igha and 2 annas

other lands.
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Bengalis have got the Mandal interest in this village ; and they are called aimadars
m this area

2 Only three houses of Bonthals now hold 28 bighas, and 404 bighas have been loat

ttfp th; present Dhkku nimadars (who were formerly the Sonthale’ smahasans) in satisfaction
of debts

3 The other Bonthala now living 1n the willage work as labourers or cultivate lands
bhagti. Somo of the Bonthals hold gora lands directly under the patmdar, paying
rent individually at the rate of 6 annas per bigha.

X111 —Rangtia Broken —

Houses,
Village population . .- 27
Bonthal » en 20

(Bonthals and Hindu-Bengals )

1 Feventeen houses of Sonthals are lahourers.

2 Budmath Manjyh 1ncurred debta in litigation 1n fighting a suit for enhancement
of rent bronght by the patvidar, and sold 8 anpas of the Mandal right The purchasers
subsequently obtained the whole 16 annas

Budineth took & settloment of 100 bighas from the purchaser at 9 annas per bigha.
But thore lands were sold 1n auction for arrears of remt « His heir now holds 10 bighas at
Res. 11-4 rent Three other Sonthals hold lands paying enbanced rent at about Ile 1
por bigha

18

XIV.—HBenachapra DBroken —Forty houses of Sonthale only.

The Sonthal Mandsl waa rosponsible for the collective payment of the wllage jama
to the IWkku aimadar ; he hold 12 bighas kkem lauds The Sonthal Mandal surrendered
the Mandah night, and ginoo then the 8oathals have boun paying reat separately.

2 Eight Sonthals hold 81 laghas 18 cottahs 5 chittaks Tharteen SBonthals have lost
97ebighas to mahkaans by private sale in satisfaction of their debts Most of the Sonthals are
labourers

3 An old parte of 1250 showa the rate of rant as ¢ annas, 6 annas, 8 annes and 12
annas per bigha  1n evsos of settlement of lands aftor the sale of the raiyati 1uterest, the
rate has been much onhaneced ¢ g, Badul Soonthal holds 4 bighas at Re 9, and Lakluram
Sonthal holds 3 bighas at 1ts -4

No X1
‘ Diurs
Amount of
Semal| ™ afy Amount of — """~ |  Remanas
° now held ‘ Unsecured | Secured | Secunity
i o
| B ¢ en B ¢ s ’ Rs !
] 70 0 O 203 .0 oo - 230 70
mcluding mortgag-
jungle and ed.
bana lands
2 4 0 O 21 0 4 aras . .. Holds land a kut,
ralyats
3 010 0 5. 8 . T .
4 . 90 0 17 areas 1 - e Holds 8 lighas kur/
kun tenancy,and 4 bighas
under sarha
5 ) ...... 14 10 1% ams ... - aon Holds 2 *bighas kurfa
6 . e e 44 0 .o tenancy.
7 . 18 O e ® . .
8 . . 14 0 .- . e 1
) . 9 0 . .
74 0 0 508 0O -
Sale deeds
exeouted 1n
satisfaction ‘
of debts. .
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No. X211
Serial Amount of| Amount
No. land REMARKS.
- now held. | land lost.
B. c. cH B. c
1 5 0 0 19 0 Bold in satisfaotion of debta.
2 7 0 O 12 ©
3 .es 80 O Lost after a snit. In possession
4 .- 70 O of the Dhikku aimadars.
5 aaam 20 O
6 ane 30 O
7 .- 40 O Jost after the death of the
8 vae 30 o0 tenants. In possession of
9 . - 15 © Banomal: Ghosh, asmadar.
10 16 0 © 48 O
b B § 40 ©
28 0 O 404 O
No. XIIX
- Amount of Amount
S;r;a.l land of UDebturs od REMARKS.
- now held land lost neeo
B. c cu B ¢
1 1 o 0 90 O 7 ams 10| Sold up 1n aucticn
kuris. for arrears of reot
2 9 0 O .—e 1 ara 10
kars.
3 iL 0 o© eee L sse aa
4 9 0 0 - 1 ara 3 kuris
5 .- 6 0 | ... Bold up 1n auction
for debt. {(IRlegular
Cival Court decree )
6 1 ..... 22 0 o aves
7 ees = 25 0o ——nsse Bale-deed exoouted,
Rs 100 conmdera-
tion monsy.
8 | ...... 14 ame -
39 0 0] 156 O | 10 aras 7
___k:ll"lll__ .
No. XIV.
1 20 (4] 1 0 2 aras .-
2 818 & 3 0 33 aras 14| This tenant took set-
kuns O pres.] tlement of three
bighas after sale.
3 6 0 O 12 O cr e -
4 7T 0 0O 7 0 -eea
5 6 0 O 8 0 .
6 14 0 © P
7 4 0 O 4 O eme =
8 16 0 O .. .-
9 | aaase- 6 0 | eaea..
10 ceceee 12 O . ae
1} }] eeaens 13 O 12 aras 8 | Took pettlement of
kurns. four bighas lands
12 e = 20 © ceesee after sale.
13 LR L 11 0 - - -
81 18 &6 97 0 | ......
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KURMIS
XV .~ Kend-kanalh RBroken —
Houses.
Kurmis .en ven 30
Sonthals oo . oen 20
Domen ves vas 10
H BPBengals .. . - 1

This 18 & Kurmi village, 1n whioh the alien raiyats are Sonthals and Domes.

2. There 1s 2 Mahto Mandal who has still & 4-anna share in the village. Eight annas
was sold up in the Civil Court for s debts, and 4 annas was sold by a co-sharer, a
dar-wmokarars being taken in exchange.

3 Thus 183 a typioal Kurmu wvillage, i:n whioch the old ¢hica jama of the village
(Rs 19-3.14)* for about 2,500 bighas lands (ineluding jungle and 800 bghas cultivable
lands) still exists The patnidar (Midnapore Zamindari Company, Limited) 18 trying
to have the sama enhanced, and the old village thica sama cancelled The swte have gone
up to the High Court

4. The raiyats also pay the old rate of rents 8'anmas per bigha There has been no
enhancement 1n their jama recentl

5 'I'he Mandals have got 92 bighas kkem lands, and besides this make a large amount
of profit out of the rents, (about Rs. 400) realized from the raiyats

Amount of ¢
Serial Amount of Present
No. lnnhd 1rmw land lost Old remt rent. REMARRKS.
| eld. .
| B. ¢ cu, B c Rs a. Re a.
1 cee 92 0 vos - 92 bighas were held as Mandah
Rhem for 8 annas share sold up
mm auction at the Ciwil Court
(regular) fora debt of s 11,800
2 46 0 O ces - Mnandal: k%em 4 annas share,
3 46 0 0 aes cee Not known| lle now holde these lands under
dar-mulharars settlement.
4 24 0 O .. 12 © 12 O
5 17 0 0 13 0 13 0
6 21 0 O .e 14 6 14 ¢ | Mortgaged to No. 3
7 710 0O o 4 5 4
8 10 9 0 eesn 6 0 6 0
9 8 0 0 9 0 9 0
10 12 0 7 0 o He holds theae lands under sajda
settlement, and pays 3 gras
addy to the pumochascr, Gour
ehtor '
11 20 0 O 8 0 8 0
12 14 0 O 5§ 0 5 0
13 . 14 9 6 4 Sold to No 3
14 e 4 0 5 0 . He holds these 14 bighas under
sq7ha settlement, and pays 3
aras paddy to purchaser of
raryati 1nterest.
16 - 8 0 6 0 - Holds these lands wunder -sojha
settlement
16 24 0 0O coe 8 0 8 O |Sold toNo 3.
17 6 0 0 - 5 0 5 0
18 | .. ... 7 0 7 0 aee Bold to No. 3.
19 15 0 0 . 7 8 7 8
20 19 0 O . 7 0 7 0
21 | ..... 12 © 7 0 .
22 9 0 9 0 Abandonel.
23 7 12 11 - 2 8 2 8
24 610 0 . 1 &6 1 b6
25 210 O .- 2 8 2 8
26 4 0 © 1 0 1 0
Total 208 11 10 168 © .- .

* Gandaa.



I (o) xlus
THANA SALBANI,

X yVI,—~—Nadarsa : Broken.—

Houses.
Village population .- . . 60
Bonthal » ven cee 40

1. It is alleged that the tabsildar of the patnidar got the Mlndn'l;;,:n ht (l(lmllled ya:l'a)
tranaferred to himself by not gmnting nthal 1jaradar
mad Nestraddio oI Selyid Mubam rent-receipts for the r',;ntl paid by lum, and thus falsely
puiting him into arrears for rent.
2. The Bonthal yaradar’s tamily holde 50 bighas lands at Rs. 18-12 rent But the
rate of rent paid by the other raiyats 13 Ra. 1-4 per bigha for all classes of lands.
3 There 15 & Mission patshala in the village itself, and the Pandit Bunaram Hemrom
is aleo & Sonthal Eighteen Sonthal houses from this village attend this pafshala
4 Now 27 Sontbal bouses hold lands Twenty houses, 85 per statement annexed, hold
217 bighas 14 cottahs 12} chuttaks, and have lost 24 bighas 11 cottahs 17} ohittaks lands.

Amonut of
Serial land mow Amoant of BBNABKS, U&‘;& RENMARES
B cca | B ocw
1
; 300 [ ] J— - neemme
4| 86 72 5[ 8 © 0 |BoMd to mahayax lor debty 1ars Intereat 4 kuris per ara
51181 o 11 aras 4 kurls Ditto.
pisg Ba 8
[ -] 78 ¢ 30 0 {SoldiorRBs 3 c.m. 7 ars 5 maunds paddy per rupas
7 718 10 - - 14 aras Rs Diteo,
10 or 3 koris.
8| 13 5 1 - - Tarap Hs 48 {5 maunds paddy per rupes
18 per rupes 1nterest.
2| s B 13} = 14 aras 8 knris tto
plug K B, {4 huri=1 maunds )
10 % 1?2 mi e
1) “1 8 1B J— 156 kuris
11 13 6 13) - -
13 P 0 o -
14 70 0 - S aras -
16 418 10
1| 18 7 © .- 5 awas 10} kuris
17 5 11 17} | Arbitrary evicticn 7 arms 10 kurin
b ¥ y ovie pius Be. 14
18 e 0 O Ditto
19 -— 513 0 Ditto
—— ——— f
Total | 317 14 124 | 26 11 17§ |

XV II—Rupaipur Broken —This 18 purely a Sonthal village It has a population of 23

Sonthal houses. Bixteen Bonthal houses hold lands

2. The BSonthals pay rent to a non-Eonthal yaredar, and the Bonthals have not lost
therr lands

3. A ocomparison of rent receipts shows that about seven yoars ago rent wes enhanoced
by about 2 annas mn the rupee

4, The Sonthals have to give bethbegars service to the waradar, and have also to
supply one fowl per house gratis ; a payment of anna per rupee Zairir 1s made to the
gomashta [or rent receipts.

5, Twenty or 22 Sonthali children attend the village sohool here

6 These Sonthals are comparatively better off than others. They have also got landv
in other willages.

JuARGRAM THANA

MAHAL JAMBUNI.

XVIII —Ranwpal Broken—The onginol olearers of the soil are still hiving. TLe
Beports by Maulvi Ekramuddin. tenuare-holder has arbitrarily 1noreased the remt of the
t village after o measurement.
XIX.— Dhuniapal: Droken —The ornginal clearers of the soil are still living. The
tenure-holder increased the rent of the raiyats by having their lands measured.

r2
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XX.—Bhadua Bmkau.—ThoLK:sent headmsan is the fifth in descent from the ongi
olearer of the so1l Heis still dal of the village for 4 annas share. He and his
co-sharers increased the rent of the raiyats on an inorease in his own rent being made
by the landlords.

No. XVIII (above).

Seral Amount of DasTs.
No land mew ‘hnmndnb-“lﬂ RENARES BRENARKES.
hold Unmeured I Becured. l Security
Bighas, has
1 [ B l Rold uh moncy lender for
: 3 Ditto ditto,
HE - 5 of p »
» . arss - terasl cmt
n por
€ s - 1 bd"'l’ of ““h -— ”» T8 1] (1]
7 1 - - 1atamls .. | . =6 .
ol paddy
No. XIX (above).
4
[] - - « - 8 aras of |10 has ..| Simple Repaid
1 ! paddy ve [ I‘l,'ll Sull due 8 bis.
10 arms of |10 Simpla mnmr ﬂ:.n
* a - = - pmddy * =176 arma. SiUll dues bis
3 : - - - Iovwarest 37 8 per cunt
. - ——— — . -
3 - 20 Bold to money-lender for debts - [ -
6 8 28 Ditto duisto -
7 N - - - - - -
a 8 N - -
L4 L s - - - —
10 19 Bold to money lender for debls] - -
No. XX (above).
1
a2
: ]
B 14 40 Sold to money lemder for debis ——— - -
g who re-sctticd 14 pghas,
' [
)
1 5 - - S ams of [Dbighas Sire s Amounns
- - paddy, “| of loan Tnteress
1z L sk Bold to the money-lender for —— — — I amt. Now dus )
debta, 18 aras,
13 7 - - [
14 N - T -— -
20 : . ' der  usufruct Tame P | e @ 3 bighas =l-|uhnemnryl Eraetiary mcrigage ta
1 (1] - 3 tighas un us umry - - o -5
17
b1 1
money londer - [ ] 18 e | Intarest 37" per cent.
}3 J ° “ BioMd to for debta ',.71'.?; of blahee ﬂ-ph mortgage. Amoun
21 of loan aken _ Interess
13 [ ] [ ] Sold to money-lender far [, —— 878 pes ocwnt, *»
debts srme. Btill woe 10 saa.

GoriBaTLABEPUR TrANA.
BELYABERA MAHAL

XXI.— Dahamars Broken.—Fourteen Bonthal houses. The village was made kéas by
the propnetor of the pargana K. O. Probora) in 1304A. There are only a Gorait and a
Manjhi in this village, who distribute the other duties of Naiki and Jog-Manjh: amongst
them. There is no Paranmck, Jog-Paranick or Kudam Naiki. There is stall Naski f4em m
the village ; other ZAem lands never existed.
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Rents appesr to have been inorensed in 1304, but original ars not forthooming
The statement shows mainly indebtedness on acoount of fllm m scarcity, a::d only a
transafer of 20 bighas on account of debts during the last 12 years.

1308 I PARSEFT TLMR.
— Dases.
I REFT Rent. Reamasxs.
AREA 1 Area.
I SMoney l Bajba. ‘ Money | Sajba. |Unsscured | Secured ’,'l'.';‘
B ¢c cm Bs ar B.cc Bighas
58 18 127 . - -
Less 0 10 -
83 11 12M ™ 8 71 012 7} Idom No debta.
¢ 17 38 - - - o - - - .
18 & 6T - - - n comt
Less 0 4 © - 13 hure T&o":m a mooth
113 o0 M _ 613 &) oo # 15 1% 4M 9 2 of e 4 Re. 4 - Once azseontad n mork-
0 1z o8 012 08 ——— - . which be re-
pada
13 5 137 - - - 1am an 37§ per cent,
Lass 0 3 we S amaa 1] Onle .&Imlﬂ- marigage
12 14 IOM 7 B 2§ 0 818 - 1dem - ¢ )
0o 7 B - - e .-
- - — - A labonrver.
1 6 107 - 2aras .. — Took 2 aras (his
Less O : 1:' o 10 124 - L 02M 1% m - - - alse e:(-e.nlq‘li s
- . - - am My nn
it in BAador ropaid
13 7 15T - - - - Bimpla MOTLgRge
Less 0 3 0 = — 11} [] (lﬂlt'lﬂ]
12 18 M 8 2 1) 0 4 8 131 M a1s 8 4 8 — -
® & 128 - ¢ 5138 v - -
82 6 4T [ -a - - ase - land onginally be
1 nged to & Nonthal
Losa 0 4 O - 5 - who led on aceount
N 5 M 1713 1 o1y 8 11 13 I1I8M ¢ 418} s e - P ol b dehin ]
0 17 WM - - 0 5133 - - -~ e thghas of 1t has besn
mven 0 o Dikiu,
—e — 3 5 M 110 & - No debis.
— - - 1 4 M) 01818} - - Dilte
13 2 1‘7‘1' - .. - o - -
YLess 0 - - - -
12 18 M 7 S8} 0 615 - ——— | Abaent
o 4 R - -
14 10 12T - ant— J— 13 arms Kustbandi 3 ares for
8 3 W 7 4 0 o 810 - - 4 years {008, {me
o 8 = - - - - - waisbient ro-pau w
pruprictor
71 14 10T - - ane
7 08 6 315 3 015 & | 1010 14M 68 0| 3e —— No debls,
0 14 43 v 448 l . -
T = Total area.

8= Aren an sqyeh rent.
X XII—Goharmara Broken (S Sonthal and esght Bhumy houses) —There was formerly
a Bhumij Mandal, but the village was resumed by the propnietor K. C Pronora) 1a 1304A,
after 8 mensurement and assessment of rents in the pargana Rents have not been
rased since 1304 The Bhumijes came from Patkum, where therr bunal-ground (scemdiry)
18 st1ll

g Brumiizes.

Dulan Ringh sold oll bis 1and, about 6 bighas, to Ledhu Raju.
Nodo Singh bas given a usufructuary morigage of 2.bighas of hus land to another
Bhumi).
) Tengu Singh has taken the above 2 bigher 1n mortgage
16 Burwe ara (usufructuary) from Nodo. He has got 14 bighas of land.
He owes b aras 8 kuns and a small debt of lic 1-8, taken
three years ago at interest 2 pice per rupee a month.
Arjun Brogh has lost no land  He last year executed & bond for Rs. 20 and 9%} ayes
of zrain, mortgaging 7 Inghas of land. The interest on the gram 18 5 kuris 1n the ara
16 kuris
¢ Gmn? Singh has lost no land. He mortgaged 3 bighas last year He hasa debt of
Re 10, interest being 2 pice 1n the rupee per month.
Sukra Singh executed a bend 1n favour of & Mahto for 5 aras this year; he has repaud
4 aras  Rupees 7 18 due to oue Kuar Sen at 2 pice 1n the rupee 1nterest for money taken to
pay rent.
SonTHALS.
Lubs Marandi.—He 18 a Iabourer, cultivates no land and has no debta
Lopra Murmu cultivates 3 highas ; bas lost no land, and has no debtis.
Kandu Murmu cultivates 15 bighas , has never lost any land, and has no debts
Kela IMemrom cultivates 21 bighas. He mortgaged (n 2pd September 1908)
6 highas 15 cottehs to the proprietor for » debt of 6 aras with interest at 5 kuns in
the ara on mccount of the recent scarcity. In his running ecoount he has made in
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arrangement to pey 3 aras a yoar for 4 years at the same rate of interest, mortgaging ix
25th A t 1908 10 bighas 18 cottahs. The proprietor’s acoount book shows, includmg

the kwstbands of 12 aras, about 19 aras due (excluding seed gramn for which he owes 2 aras),
of which he has repaid about 8 aras this year. He has aleo taken & loan of Rs 56 at interest

2 piee 1n the month to pay his reat
Phagu Marand: owes 2 aras, ot rate of interest 8 kuris in the sra He mortgaged last
year & bighas at the same rate of interest for 3 aras of grain, and has repaid the prmoipal
Kankar Marandx oultivatos 5% bighas, and has lost no land
The distinctive feature of this village 18 the large number of mortgages executed last
year on acoount of the scarcity in the distriot 1n favour of the proprietors and others

X XII1I —Hatmara
(Tamaria Tantis).

GoPivaLLADHPUR THANA.

MAHAL NAYADASBAN,

Broken —This village conmsts of Sonthals, Bhumijes and Pans
The Bhumijes are Deshwali Bhumijes who do not know the Sonthal

language . such Bhumijes are rare in this area Formerly there was a Bhumi) Mandal who
received remuneration at the rate of Rs. 12-8 per cent.

The Bhumijes call their priest

& Dhers
Desrs.
DBauMmisxs. ReMARKS.
Unsecured ' Secured Beounty
Karam Sungh| ... Re. 275 ... | 6 ighas Usufructusry mortgage 12
years ago for prneipal and
interest
7 aras T g Bimple mortgage 2 years ago.
Rate of interest per ocent
Ram Lall ,, . eee . e« | No debts.
Gauga ”» 8 kurie ... . ees .-
Re 11... Taken for payment of rent at
50 per cont interst last year.
Kishta " » 12... . Taken for payment of rent
last year, none repaid exocept
interost at the rate of 50 per
cent
Charton " . . 10 aras 2{ highas Sumple mortgage a year before
}:.ﬁed None repaid, as crops

XXIV.—8alguria Broken.—This wallago consists of about 40 houses of Sonthals, 7 houses
of Bhumijes (Patkumia), an Uriya and a Manyliman. There was once a Sonthal Prodhan
but he was removed. The Manghi 18 the Naik1, there 18 no Kudam-Naiki or Jog-Paranick.

There 18 no khem land.

l DesTs.
REMARKS
Unseoured. Beoured. Secunty
BoxrTHALS v
Kandu s . . . «=« | No debts
aro . . oee Do.

Bushu ... |Bs. 2 (1907) ee A labourer took the money for
clothes, at 1 anna a month
interest

o= | 2 aras “ee .ee e .us

g.ngd:: ... |Re 8(1908) | ... . —ee <. |Taken for purchase of =
buffalo; interest 2 pioe per
month in the rupee.

Salku SBkurs ... . «es | Taken for seeds 100 per ocent.

Rs. 8 (1907) nterest; interest 2 proe o
BrUMIIES month , principal only repad.
h ..|10eras .. |6aras ... |2 bighas Usufructuery mortgege for

Gura Bing Ra. 24. 50 per cent. interest only.

Bibu lara 4 kuris Secured by s bond.

Rabhal ,, | 3aras. ... |5 aras8kurs| 3 bighas.... | Mortgeged last year on account
of scarcity, repmd 4 aras 8
kuris.

K'h etra Man- wes ase soe vas see vee l No debts.
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XXV .—Nayagan 9,—Bonn§;.n Patrua'].‘he llledmg iadf thstman dn&rs{&om 81310
ormerly Chaiton Manjhi, Monoo Manjii and Sukra Bingh
m‘;{;’goﬁ{dﬂ,‘._"“ Bampada Cbatarii  }oq three joles of tho bighas 7 cotia.b 8 ochattaks, 10
oottahs 2 ohattaks, and 1 bigha 19 ocottas, respectively
But they went away from the wvillage, leaving their lands to take care of themselves
Sonatan Patra took settlement of ‘::fese lands from the estate with 10 bighas 17 cottabs out
of waste land 1n 1310. But feaning that the hewrs of the former tenants might claim
the lands afterwards, he got hold of the old raiyats at their new homes 1n Mourbhan) and got
a kabala executed by Chaiton Manjm and Mancdo Manjhi, on paying them some money.
Sukra Singh was dead without any heir by that time and consequently no kabalz was executed
by him or his heirs, there 18 no other non-aboriginal tenant 1n this village

XX VI—Rasboni.—8udarson Ghose and others —This holding iormerly belonged to
Bambhu Bingh (Bhumij) TUnder a kabzla , Budarson Ghore and others purchased 1t 1n 1900
The vendor has left the village and now lives in Majhal Bhag 1n Mourbhan), whore he has
got freeh land  There 18 no other non-abonginal tenant 1n the village

Jangnl 8ing 18 & tenant 1n the willage. Idis maelaians are Dhomnjoy Bera and Xapa
Paira of Sangre. From them he used to take oocasional loans of paddy. No documents are
executed for such loans The m7/igsans have got & kkala (book) of their own, 1n which they
make the entry of the quauntity of the paddy taken, and 1n theso books the person taking tuan
has to append his signature or mark 'The condition of the loan is that, et tho first harvest,
the debtor will have to pay 50 per cent over and above the quantity taken If any ouantity
18 left unpaid, compound 1nterest at the rate of 60 per cent 18 takem per year 'The socount
remains exolusively 1 the hands of the makajans, and they can mampulate it as they hike
My expenenoe 1s that, 1f & man once fells in the grip of the makaejan, he seldom pgots out
of 1t unsoathed without lomng.the whole or at least a prrt of the holding. In the above

artioular instanoce, the aforesail mahasans have oonverted the paddy dues into ocesh, and
Enve got two mortgage deeds execuled for 3 bighas of the tenant’s lands each for Rs 76 and
Rs 68, respeotively. At present it 1s a sumple mortgege. The lands are 1n possession of the
mortgagor The makasans are mtting tight over the document, and, I am afraid, o tow yenrs
hence Jangal Bing will have to part with his entire area 1n lLiquidation of debts thus con-
tracted, and will Eave to cast his lot 1n the wilds of Mourbhan;.

XX VII —Asanbans —Kunoo Bao 18 & mahasan, and has got extensive paddy-lending
and money-lending busineas He purchased the lands of Dahiloo Bingh, son of Khada Bingh,
aboutl 6 or 7 years ago, under a registered Aabala Tho circumstances which led to the pur-
chase are the same as described above i1n conmection with the mortguge of Jangal Singh.
After aunle, the vendor went away to Mourbhanjy to reclaims new lands out of the jungle lle
did not come back He 18 now dead

Pachoo Ghose —This holdiog formerly belonged to Jat: Singh, whoso mahasarn he, was
Thie man had to sell most of the area of his bolding to his maelaian Pachoo Ghose 'The
ciroumstances which led to the salo are the same as above After the sule, only a rmall
area remained in his possesmon which he used to cultivate, and also used to find his livelihood
by working as a day-labourer. Afterwards the remainder was mortgaged with possession to
one Danco Gir1 1n the name of his sister-in-law  Jal1r Singh 18 now dead 1is sons, Biru,
Noka, Lodha and God1 Simgh, are now ordinary day-labourers

XX VI1I.—Jharianala—Kanu Bao.—The same porson as mm the wbove willage. Ho
purohased the area from the same Dahiloo Singh as above, unier the same oircumstances.

Jat:1 Siogh has mortgaged the area in this millage also to the aforesaid Irumoo Giri, and
nas got no land now. His sons are now day-labourers

XXTIX —Dhobadals. — Knnpasindhu Bera, Kuor Dehuri, Goda Neik, Gub Xhamnr, anil
Chaiton Khamn took settlement out of kkas pat:t

Jhampal Senapat1 was mahasan of Lakhan Manjhi, who took some loans of paddy from
him ; but being unable to pay it off with interest, ho partitioned off one bigha of his land 1n
favour of Jhampal Benapati. He 18 dead Ilis son has now 4 bighas 11 cottahs of land
This area, together with the aforesaid one bigha, was recently reclaimed land This 18 an
inslance showing that AAasnar upsukta land (1 e, land for which rent had not yet been assessed)
was 80ld The son of Lnkhan Manih eultivates his own lands

Fakir Dehur1, Bumhadhur Xar, Bharta Naik and Hruda Kbamr took settlement out of
khaa patst  There are no other non-aboriginal rarynts 1n the village

XY X . —Jagannathpur—XKartick Sepapat1 (kbatian 2), Darje 8s0, Narayan T
Betyanath Senapati.—Almost the entire area belonging to these men formerly belonged to
Bisu Manjhi, who was prodiagn of the village One Naran Gin managed to gel’a bogus
amulnamah for the lands 1n possesmon of DBisu Manjhi, and wanted to take possession
of it A eavil smt ensued l.)l?or the cost, Bisu took some loans from Satyanath Sennpata
and Bhibu Xaran But partly for this debt, partly for Civil Court costs and partly for,
arrears of rent, he had to sell the entire holding. The aforeseid persons have partitioned
his jole smongst themselves. Buwsu haa loft the village, and mow lives in Kulkiejuii, in
Mourbhanj

Bhiba Karan purchased tne land of Bisu’s brother, Jegta Manjhi He was alsoa
mahgjan. Jagta has left the illage and now lives .n Mourbhan)

Harn De is nota mahnyjan He1s in possesmon of the holding which formely belonged
to Baya Manjha The latter leit the village for fear of evil spirits, whose influence brought
1llness and death in his family e now lives in Pathandhae in this pargana, where Lo bus
got a holding of 3 bighas 9 cottahs 8 ochittaks
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By-the-bye, it is not out d:f-‘glm to note here that the Sonthals are mortally afraid
of en1l epints. If any iliness or ocours in his house, he 18 sure to leave it and to
remove with bag and tos new site in the same village. 1f the same calamity
wisits him there also, he moves on to another place. If the eval spirit haunts him still, he at
length leaves the willage, ralinquishing his house, lands and everything. If at that time he
gets some money, even a nomnal amount for his jote, 50 much so good, 1f not, hedoes not care
dor it When cultivation oad not'rmd 80 much, and there were more jangles, the evil
spinita used to muster strong 1n particular localities ; g'rontr of villagers used to leave their
house and homes and lands and move to fresh mtes in other villages. 8uch an instance I
found 1n viliage Dakhinasal (No. 93).

XXXI —Mundakotr.—One Nila Bingh (Bhumij) had & large area in the village. On
hie death his son, Panda Singh, finding that there was a large arrear of rent due from him,
and also that there was a big debt to mahkajans, went away from the village, relinquishmgp s
lands, as at that time there was not much demand for land, and oconsequeutly no practice of
salc The holding was partitioned 10to small parcels and eettled with Aranta Nanda, Kal
Behara, Narun Behara, Bamdeb Bera and Bharat Barnk, bemides with Tipoo Singh (Bhumyy),
Gurs Swgh (Bhumi)), Gadi Siogh (Bhumij) and Mangol 8ingh (Bhumij). Panda Singh
now lives 1n Mourbhanj.

Kah Bebara gut only 12 cottahs from his predecessor-in-intereat, Jhampal Behara, 1n
whose name there stood 12 cottahs in 1291, to thusa large area from Nita Singh was added,
grving rise to his present holding.

Naran Nund‘:. s 1n posseamon of lands which stood in the name of Baxdi Narayan
Patoaik mn the jamabands of 1291.

There are no other non-aboniginal tenants in the village

XXXII —Duidatr—Knshna Digar and others.—The area formerly belonged to
Chandra Manjhi, who sold the area to Jukta Bebara by a pnvate katala The latter was
not his mahajan. This is a bomd-fide sale. Kmnshna Dl]f“ 18 the nephew of Jukta, and
183 now 1 possossion of the area. Chandra’s son, alachand Man)hi, hes got his own
holding 1 the village

Gengadhor S8a0 and Damidar S8ao —This holding formerly was part of a parent holding
belonging to Bisu Manjhi, who mortgaged this area to the aforesaid persoms for Rs. 24,
Being unable to pay the amount, he gave up the area in fdvour of the makayars, who got
dakini khary 1m the landlords’ sherista. £hbala was executel. Bisu’s son has got other
lands, which he cultivatea.

Gangudhor Sao purchased lands of Dukiua Manjhi by private sale The latter has left
tho village, as his two sons died 1n it. Gangadhor Sac was not bis maharan

Thin 18 a bond-fide sale. Dukhia Manjbr now lives 1.n Mourbhan)

Savkar 11 took settlement of his lands out of patit

Gopmath Bingh was the maAasan of Fagoo Manjhi The laiter could not pay up hie
debt, and had to sell the entire area to his makasm. At present Fagoo Manjhi lLives 1n
Kukrajun in Mourbhan), where he has reclaimed a large area and oultivates 1it.

There are no other non-aboriginel tenants 1n the nillage.

XXX7III—Pitalan—Bahadeb Rana —The jungle was out away by Dhonai Manjhi;
but be could not bring the area umder ouluivation, as 8 &hal had to be bunded He
let up tho area to lapse egamm inte jungle After a few years Bahadeb Rana took
settloment of 1t from the estate. Dhanai Manjhi was afterwards kiiled by a bear His
sons now hive in Mourbhanj.

XX XIV —Nohamaha—Kannath Mahskur and others —This holding formerly belonged
to one Liaijoon Manjhi Shib Narain Pands 18 his mahgjan Beayjoon Manjlu fell into
arrears of rent The estate brought a rent swmit against him and got a deaoree, 1n execution
whereof his holding was sold u%n.nd purchased in public auction by Kamnath Mahakur in
1309-10 After this sale, Bayoon Manjh1 removed to Ohbalinasol, where his son,
Ramdas Manjhi, 18 & day-labourey now.

Krishna Kuodu.—This holding formerly belonged to Mansing Manjhi. It was sold in
publio auction 1n execution of a dearee for arrears of rent, and purohased by one Baistob Gun
of Alampur, who sold 1t to Knshna Kundu under a private deed of sale After this sale
Mansing Manjhu took possession of the lands of one Fulrai Man)hi, who had left the vi .
relinquishing hes lands. But enbsequently he sold the area to Kbatu Ghose of Guhia Dangar
under a private deed of sale. This 18 a bona fize sale. Mansng Manjin has now left the
wil.ago, and has gone to Jhawn o reclaim new lands out of the jungle

‘n%{l dra Manjh1 —Bhagaban Chund wés Kandra's mahcyan. e brought a money suit
against Kandra Manjh1 and got a deoree  To pay the decretal amount, Kandra eold about
12 laghae of his best lands to Knshna Patial under a private deed of sale H. bas now
got only 11 bigah of land of the worst sort. He 18 now a day-labourer.

Dhnanu Mohapatre.—This holding was taken out of paist.

Tara Chand Patra —This holding formerly belonged to Sura: Manjhi, who has left the
village and gone to Mourbhan). The sale was verbal. The purchaser was Surai’s makasen.

Nats Gir1 and others —This holding consists of —(1) 2 bighas 17 oottahe 10 ochittaks,
which Lelonged to Nata Guri before 1291 ; (2) O cottahe 10 ohitaks purchased from Tipoo
Manyhi, and (3) 2 bighas 11 cottahs 14 chittaks taken from pafst. Tipoo Manjm 1s dead.
1lis sons have got a big holding in the willage.

Rama Chandra Raut and others.—This holding formerly belonged to Arjoon Manjhi,

' who used to take loans of paddy from Ram Chandrs Raut and others 1n hqudation- of wliaoh’
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Arjoon Manjhi had to sell 7 bighas out of his jots. This was a verbal sale. No document
was executed. Arjoon’s son has still got a big jofe 1n tho willage.

8hib Prosad Mohakur ll'l.ld others —These were mafhajans of Ananda Manyi. Ho had
to sell his entire holding 1n liquidation of his debts Ananda Manjhi 18 now dead without

kerrs,
There are no other non-abongmal holdings 1n the village

GoPIBALLABHRPUR THANA.
MAHALS EHELARURAM AND NAYAGRAM

XXX ¥V.—Panchgachia Broken —This 1s the village in whioh the Parganait of one of the
collection ciroles of the Nawab of Murshidabad, the proprietor of the Nayagram pargana,
dwells The Parganait 1s both the Mepjh: and the Emk of the village %he Paraniok an
Jog-Manjhi are the eame as the Gurait There 18 no Jog-Paranick or Kudam-Naiki

Jagarnath Hermon sold his lands, 3 bighas, to & gwe&s (a8 oultivator), and not & mahayen
and went to snother village

Lobo Mandi loat lue land= s\ or seven years ago when n wunor, becauso there were
arrears of rent It wai presumably sold up for reunt

Barhan Turu agreod to a tranefer of his land to another Sonthal, because he could not
pay the rent. He s the Parganait and hus no land now.

Bhungu has got 11 bighas 7 cottahs on o rental of Bs 16G-4-10 He bas no debts
al present

. Daila cultivates 22 bighas odd on a rental of Rs 8-5. He has no debts, and has lost
no land

Liakhi cultivates about 6 bighas on o rental of I, 2 4-5 1Io has no debts.

Gangu cultivetes uo land 1o this villa II’e has no debts

Lukun has no land s tather fled, because he could not pay the rent, and the land
went to & 'uran (Bbhuniya).

Gunda never had any land

Naran never had any land

Kandu never had auy land

Gopr has land 1n another willage, 7 bighas 17 cottahs on a rental of Re 3-11-5 Hae
mortgaged 19 cottahs, to a Bahora, without oxecuting any ducument, on accountjof mouey
tanken tor arrears of rent Ie has e debt of two aras. Ilo aiso owes the Nawab 12 kur-
of grain, at o rate of 25 per cent.

Pitho never had any land 1te s e labourer

XXX VI —Sanmngus Broken —The Many sné Naki are one and the same. The Jog-
Manjh: and the Paraniwck nre also the same There 18 no hudan-Naiki or Jog-1’aranicu
The willage was broken at the time all the willages were made //ias 1n the pargana by the
Nawab of Mursludabad. Onginally there were Furans in the wllage , they left it nnd the
Sonthals came :n Thero are now 20 houses oi Sonthals

1. Bhamu onginally had 29 bighas Six bighas wont many years ago Ten highas
were transferred by way of o usufructuary mortgape to a i rhiajan, who sold the land to some-
one else There 18 now a dispute as to possession of the land His debts are four eras oi
grawm due to two Xurm: Mahtos , tLey held Lis 1eceipts as seourity for repayment

2 Konda’s rept-receipts shows the following —

Re. o ©

Zal (rico land) 11 bighas 8 cottahs—
TRent . 515 15
‘Wood - . 0 6 0
Cess . . ¢ 31V

Daks (uplands) 1 bigha 11 cottahs —
Jient . 111 o©
Phalkar . .es . 0 315
Cess ces . 0 015

He has lost no land. Ile has mortgaged (usufructuary) 3 bighas of his land for o
peniod of six yenrs

3. Suaran Saren —One of his rent-receipts contains an ent of 2 annas for wood
(bankar) on which ocss 18 charged 5 gnudas He cultivates 6 bighas 13 cottahs of dah
land at ks 3-12, hias no debts, except a usufruotuary mortgage of 2 bighas

4. Karin sold, 4 bhighas for Rs 98 {o two different maliajans 1lc gnve a mmple
mortgage of 7 bighas of «aki: land last year to a malayan for Re. 36 at annas 8 1n the rupee
wnterest. Jlo owes 1 aran 4 %uris to one Bulax Mahto. He also owes 3 aras to another
mahayan  Other recent debts were repaid with his crop thie year. Cultivates altogether
12 bighas 14 cottahs of ye/ land, and 7 bighas 10 cottahs of da/4: land

5 Bundu cultivates 14 bighas 18 cottahs of ja/ land at R’ 7-15-5, and 3 cottabs of
dahs land at As 1-15. Ho gave a usutruotusry mortgage for the interest alono of Ra. 100
‘two years ago, ou acoount of the scaraty e 1ntends to repay the principal by selling
to another makaan half of the land mortgaged. He owes also 4 aras at 50 per cent 1intorest



$ Mohan has got 6 bighas odd at a rental of Rs. 3-15-10.
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He has no debts.

7. Dibhiu has 11 bighas 4 cottahs at a rental of Re 5-3-6. He owes 17 kuris to two

different mahasans, at 5O par cent. interest.

Area

11 bigbas 4 cottahs .
Yhalkar (mahua)
Wood
Ce” ]

Total

mahajans

5. Mangal has got 1 bigha 13 ocottahs

Hs rent-receipts show the following -—

Tent.
Ra. a. r.
8 3 5
0 710
0 6 0
¢ 3 b
6 4 0

TRond cess 1s charged 1n phalkar, in thia case on maliua trees He 18 just about to
execute a usufructnary mortgage for 3 bighas, 1n order to pay off 3 aras due to other

He owes 1 ara at 50 per cent interest ;

aléo Tia 7 taken 1n 1907 for a marrage at 59 per oent , of which Rs 2 has been repaid.

9.
1t

Durgn never had any land He has no debts

the
11

sa1d that they had no land, and never had any

APPENDIX 1)

DISTRICT BALASORE

JeLLasone THANA

I — Healodgunad:
right. The rant 1s Rs 11-8 anl cess 8 annas.
6 bighas and onc biats (20 bighas) of uplunds

Reuts were fixed about 2V yoars ago

Barsa M’n.njhl
Dur Potar .
Madheb Nand1
Barju Sahu

Total

Tak

Rs. a
5 o
4 0
2 0
1 8

12 8

the reata as an indioation of the amount of dispossession, areas not bein

«He oultivates thegt: and labours
Laihu has no land  1lia father sold all us land to 8 mahbesan, and they fled from
village He returnod Now he works for one Dasrath Mahto 1n the willage as a servant.
Dubraj never had any land ITe also labours for Daarath Mahto
The other villagers had all gone off to labour in the jungles for many days

It was

Intact —Kamla Murmu .s the yaradar of this village It 18 a temporary
The yyaradar has gct man land consisting of

The rent of the village 18 dimided as follows . —

aval-

able, five eighths of tbe value of the cultivation of the village hasgone out of the hanfls of the

Sonthal 1uto those of small rsakayens

]
Derrs
vammor | ment | a0 Eamisns i
| Inserurad I Secured Im
1}
l Ri a
1 11 8| Uaknown |[Land lost. Remtal ut Bs. 1-8 Trans. - n [} has | Usuifructusry  mort.
Kemla ! forrvd o Baiju Sahu, because rent paatis. s suge for intarost
! could not he pald alone , euitivated by
i B 0}10 bighas | Civil Conrt decrwe after a mortguge ] 8 Uml el mort
Bara el to Madhal» Nand: lor dobis - - sage Mll:l'm. ocaly
1 anoa & mpes &
wonth
Samu — - N:ﬂl-nd. azocept homestaad, not reat- 10 kuria. 38 por ot
‘A‘nu.
oo Lah s basnt  labouring
E:‘ﬂm J bave no land and oever hud any
'i:u:a‘l Harmu .0 All Bold o Dor Patar on account of - - - —
(died) debt for mouney for the prioe of
bullocks
‘-1:? Harms e 0 l Bold to Madhat Nandi Mabsjan - -
. 1

* Total rent.



I

11.—Maturgora Intact —Bars Hemrom 18 the yaradar of this villago

of it , peniod seven yeare. His

profit oonsists uf 4 bighas of 1aa lands.

He has a patta
The Naik1 has aleo

t man land He collecta rent from two Dikkus, as well ns the .oven other Sonthal houses
The total rent fixed by the 1jaradar

f: the villag

[}

18 Rs. 46, and cess Rs. 2-14.

Land 1s poor ; about 100 bighas are all.

DzpTa
SUAREOF | Meut | Land lost REMARKS. | EEMARES.
U nsecured ' 8ot ured |Bet-urny
' Rs a
Ei“h l}e-mn : ll.: 8 bixhas - ] Sals for debts. l:':nm 9t per cont
narhrn [ ] Iut 14t pot Axed
Chota Phatu 1 ¢ Unkaown - Pk T - - 12 pice a month (tor
MATTIAEE CXNEDIOK
Jiram 8 8 — 1ars All his Orimnal de™t Usulrug
lund tunrv mortgage 1 all
s l-;‘l:;l for the inte
et i 1
Labgrs: 4 0 1ara .- 37k |;|r-|-| oel;’l -
- pire In the mont
Chota Dake L ases Be 2 \E debin,
Dunga L . Abgout
rasn 1 s Do
.i-llllll[ - .! 3
anta - ] Ak U] h 1 T cont
Ohota Eanta 20 - e ~ ‘)s:'hlu
Batku ah Abandoned, beca 1t was poor land
Totalreny . ITETR '
Dikko’s rent Iy 0 |
i~ 14 ,

Rent Bs. #. and cews Ro, 2-1

111 —KRarragoria Intact.—The present hendman is the great-grandson of the onginal

Reoports by Mauln Ekramuddin

clearer of the soul.

| Inm:l“m‘ of
Berial NauE 0P Amouot of Amonnt of | 1104 given
No bONTHAL 1""“_' "™ | and lost. "’"":::;“" LeManks
murlgage
Bigbas. Bighas Bighas
1 Doma -1
2 | Hhanmn i
3} | Chauan 20 -
4 | Damu t = -
5 | hharu -
68 | Munsing
7 }'l:clu 1Y
R
] n.-:-]nl: } 3 L - Sold (o mone)-
10 | Muchia - l lender
11 | Hirem ]
;‘: ?lnllu ' l) ' 6
ugs
14 }:IIII ] i ] Dyto
1% mim)t 12
16 | Bhonda
17 |Riome [ } ) b1 a2 B80old for debts
18 | Haram Arbairaniy settled
w | Doma ] 8 with another by
a winor b
Toan 8 gomashia
¥ Saold in suciion for
0 | Medsn - 7 13 debie
21 | Ohhoka - Bold 1o money-
= | Mashan P = s 28 | “londer for debts
23 | Rama - Appropriated by a
% | Jayram } - 8 I'::enprto whom
tha lJond bad
been sub-laased.
1
28 | Palku
98 | Moxngis } L]
27 | Bam
28 | Kais 1 -
20 | Lakhna | | o -

ik

REMARMF
Boourid l Seeunty
! Bighas !
& prutis of 2 Usniructusry
paddy moriguge in Heu
ol Interent,
3 narns of 3 Bimple mo 'y
pudir 2 aras, 4 knrm
re-paid 3 ma
12 kuris st
dus Interpst
37 8 por cun
3 pautia of ) Usufroctuary
paddy mostguge 1o hevw
of intarest
Ra 32 4 Simple mu
Amount of 1
loan taken l:
yoars
id E 3G
858 still due
Tniereat 37 b per
cent.
3 arss of L ] Usuiructuary
paddy morigago in llew
of mtorust
1 wn of 1 Usulfructnary
paddy. mortgave 11 licn
of interest




i

1V .— Kondkhunta . Old, but broken.~The pressnt headman 1s the

I(d

great-grandson of the

origmal olearer of the soll. The samindars mcreased the rent of the raiysts 1n 1305 B.B,
by hawving the lands measured by thewr own amina. -
A:'nll:m:lt LRBTS,
Amoun Amount Amount | ofl&s —_—
2 Naug or of Onginal 1 Pressnt aiven aa
'3 of land t of lsad RENARES BEuaggs
% | somrua |ommioally | vt | giely | rem lout » [ Usutere- Unsscured | Borured  [Becurity
= mortgnge
&
B OCH B C OX | W pccm| »ociL| Rs & Bighss, ¢
1 | Thakuma 300 408 13 00 516 3 30 - BRs B4 R Usadrucin mort
5."}?;'“ : l.lh:‘l‘ra'cti;gm I:m "
O usry sumplo mort.
paddy for mn ln?l- land
or which uary
morigegy has been given.
Amouut of loan taken a
YAsT AU, DODO Teepaid.
Interest 80 per cont
2 |Bdo 417 9 2803 417 9 18 4 @ pautls of 4 |Bimple mortgare Amouvnt
puild faken ) years ago
§ pautis of 2 None ro-pald Interost 23
paddy per _ cent Thirteen
snd hall pautis uow due
Bimplo mortguxe  futer
est W per cout
a | Khamo
$llue Nor |t 13| so0] wmas| ewe - - - .
© {Mtaram No 8 )
348
8 - Sold Lo NLSh or| 5 mras, B - -
7 | Dukhis 610 © 300 015 8 0 ﬁ{ 200 } debta Forcibly | uurss” of Interest 2% per (1!
diporgessnd by | padily
S0iA o mamey
0 -
rsoe lender tor
% | Buraa No 1t 2 debta.
1:: ﬂ:r;m!o’}!ﬂﬂ 212 © - IOD} Bold for comale B
deration
\ 300
Originall mid:
11| Touda o= 58790 - 589 LR o ;L'r21'¥0lpthu‘
Tand  enjoyed
BA§ man, oOr
service land of
o | Buran No 2 an office-narer
} - 01512 06 7} -
13} Fachin No 1
Donan M
H Pashin No 8 || i e s20] nmoe 518 0 — 40 Ra 40 4 Umfructuary mortgugn 1t
}: m'}..i' -')r ’ lieu of lnwrest.
Bhim .
‘,S Thot, Kn-nrey} 5 0 o|Nol known - §00| o s"ll:, lo "g::r - -
2 | Andu - for dehts
Dubsl 25| 100 21809 Bold for debts -
Y llakbwBara | @oe| 200 €00 Ditso - .
gy [Bamon. .| 3w s 20 170 o83 s1w0of . |8l monss
Mdl:r“l 1 th, 18
or cons |1 pautl, 13 | 13 pantisof
{ 300 deration ludr:ln'ol p‘:i‘ay':o s
480 paddy.
24 | Labho L] 1w oy mams 200l 2o {Sodirdebts Verbal usufruciuary morte
’ r:n wm lieu of inlereat
' ntesast 23 per cint
28 [ Ilupa P 200 1 0 - 00 Ditto
23 | Majho - - - -
27 | Duma - 400 18 W - s 00 bl .
- £} pautis { b paniis of s Simple mo, 81z pm
BT . . - " - - ofpaddy | peddy Vo vepad — Hall of the
principal still due Inter-
@t 50 per cent
Interest 80 per rent Intor
4 aras of!8 nras of 24 V“'lﬁ’l;::l““t!u t
- . or ructuary mor
2p | Mors o ) 1314 3 E00) 13943 a1z ¢ 210 — . "dy . n."fo" ’ s ll:n'hmohm:mt
mone as n 40+ sufrectuary morigage in
a0 | Konks 81312 L s1313 580 400 30 lender lc'ar kuris ol | pautis of Ion of 1ntezest
debta y 4 1l'lol . Simple ortgage P
0! m ive
:dd,. pslu. 8 karis re-paid
One psut1 stall due Inler-
ens 60 per vent, Interest
2" per (ent
at | Khndua a0 8B 280 008 SO0 - -
Sold fordebts |12davanof |Ra. M4 . 3 | Usufructuary mortguge
M | barma 15 P14 d 30 10 914 410 4 5800 30 or paddy I'I‘I'MMIHI:I’HL lnmh
ocen'
1larm, 11 ] U mortgage 1n
3 |Amta a18 3 400 e 83 480 010 0 30 '3.’33’»?'1"'..:‘5. L um;:mol lmm'-
y’s cook paddy Interest B0 per cent
18 aema of " »
paddy
t | Bara No 1 - - - -
?lvll-ln..(: wie 1 70| 13W1 pas — - -
3 {:l . s - .. -
% |Dibe . .| wss| es0f wws| 0w - spmadser| . Intereat 10 per cont
39 | Haln . [} 169 518 28 7Y - » - -
40 | Rughu a8 1 3886 881 4038 e -
8 8 SoM o moury- -
33 | Bara No.2 812 8 813 § 1090 080 1718 ol o 7
debts,
[




1 (@)—II (a)

Im
h'e_'l-fwo sorts of measures prevail in the locality. Where the majority of the money-lenders
4 ars aee . -.-=l man.
2 mans . LT - e =l kun or g‘l.llul
16 kure or gaums.,. e . =1 ara.
20 datto . . =1 paut1.
In other villages 3 ers =1 man
1 méns . . . =1 kun or gaum
16 kuns or gaums ... . - . =1 ara.
20 ditto . - =1 pauta

The amount of land shownin columns 3, 5,7, 8 and 12 18 omnly cultivated land, and
the amount of rent shewn 1n columns 5 and 6 18 for these cultivated lands only The figures

have been taken from the zamindar’s papers.

The Naib took possession of 2 bighas of land, on the raiyats failure to pay o fino of
Ra. 20 1mnposed upon his mother for making the Naib’s wife 1ll by witchoraft
the Nub 1le could not deny the fact

Maulvi Ekramuddin interrogated the Manager.
place without his knowledgeo.

I wnterrogated

1Io said that tbe dispossession took

APPENDIX Il(d).

He told the Sonthal that the land would be returned to him.

Statements showing the deeds executed by the Sonthals of the Birbhum Dintrict during the
years 1906 and 1907

MORTGAGES
| ]
Number in which | Numbor 1n which the | Number 1n
Y Total number (:’l:lm(;) rt- the rato of mterest | rate of 1ntereast was |whioh the rate
EAR guges reglls]ter ur was Rs, 24 per varymmg from over [of interest was
10g the yoar. cent per annum | Rs. 21 to Rs 37-8 |over Bs 37-8
Simple, 70 .as -
1906...{ Dombroctanry, 8 o | 18 45 7
Simple, 51 . .
1907... ‘ D oy, 7 ; 11 37 3
SaLEs.
Number 1
Potal number of salee Number 10 which | Number in which the which the rute
Y istered d th the rate of price | rate of price was rang- bove
BAR. regis mnnng ® | wasup to Re. 10| 1ng from Re 10 to H:s 50 per
y per bigha. Ra 20 per bhigha bigha
1906 ... 75 21 40 14
1907 ... 64 ) 19 28 7
Lxases (Habuhiyats).
Number
Total number of Number 10 which | Nuxber in whioch the which the rate
the rate of rent | rate of rent was from £ ¢
Yean. };““ "tgfezd was Re. 2 per Rs. 2 to Rs 3 per gverni:n 3‘;::
uring year. bigha. bigha bigha
1006 ... 35 19 11 5
1907 . a0 16 10 4




Lv I (b)—1I (c)

APPENDIX II().

Statements showang the deeds ezecuted b Y the Sonthais of the Bankura Disirict during the years

1006 and 1907

MoRTGAGFS,
Total number of mort- | Number in which | Number in which the | Number 1n
YEeAR gages registered by | the rate of interest] rate of interest was | whioh the rate
- Sonthals dunng the was 24 per cent. | above Rs 24, but not | of interest was
year. per annum exceeding Rs. 37-8 |over Rs. 37-8
Simple, 147 51 78 18
1906 .. s Usufructusry, 27 2 25 .
1907 ‘ Simple, 186 . 55 107 24
* * t | Usufructuary, 15 oo 12 3
SaLrs.
Number in which | MNumber in which
Total number of the price was the price was Number in
Y sales of land by Son-
©ar. thals durng the abuve Rs above Ras, whioh the
ear 10 or bulow per 10, and not Price was over
year. bigha. excoeding Hs. 20 Rs 20
1906 137 63 25 49
1907 154 53 37 62
LEases (Erouliyats)
Number 1n which
Total number of Number 1n which the rate of rent N%mze:bm
Y such kabuliyats the ratc of rent was over 't e P et
€ar | registered by Sonthals | was Rs 2 per Rs 2, but not ex- rate of ren
during the year. bigha or less. ceeding Re. 3, per wﬁ' o:r’er
bigha. ol
1906 190 . 102 27 61
1907 287 1906 21 i 70

APPENDIX II

(c)-

Statement showmng the deeds exacuted by the Sonthals of District Midnapors during the years

1906 and 1907

MORTGAGES.
Number in which Number 1n whioch Number in
m g:t:l nu::;bert:f.ed the rate of 1n- the rate of interest { which the
Year. b; &:’ Boggmh terest was 24 buw" above Ras. 24,3.. fate of inbi:r-
cent per t not exoeedin est was above
dunng the year. peranmmi)-e 37-8. & Ras. 37.8.
1906 ‘ Dimple | e 226 (, 11 137 95
Simple 191 61
1907 ’ Usufruoctuary 24 {{! %3 131




IX (c)—III (»)

lv
SALEs
'
Total number of Number 1n which | Number in whach Nuamber in
sale of land by the price was the price was above whuch the
Year. | Sonthals during the Ra. 10, or below | Bs 10 but not exceed- | price was over
year. per ligha wg Rs 20 Ra. 20.
190G L H 132 132 68
1907 200 73 _ 64 _63
- Taley — ..ﬁ : ]3¢
L Leases (Kabuliyals)
Total number of such , Numbor 1n which ﬂl:u::nz::r ;n .owtuch Number 1n
kabuliyats registered the rate of rent ot ronl was which the rate
YEar over Rs 2, but not
by the Sonthals was Rs 2 per exceeding 1ts 3 of rent was
during the yea: [ bigha or less ver bigha. over Rs 3
1906 329 ! 146 335 148
1907 260 ! w9 23 128
- 3%7, afs __ " S% o) G

APPEN DI'X III{a) *
Statements showing the number of swurts nstituted agamst the Sonthals anid disposed of during
the yeasy 1906 and 1907 1u Do bhum.

InsTITUTED
Claas of Suith. 1906 1007
Buita for money under Small Causo Court procedure o¢ 35
Do. under ordmary procedure 4 o
Do for ejectment under Rent Law ase 1
Other suits ditto .. e O35 39
Nuits for possession . 1 G
Other title suits . . 28 6
Total e 144 92
Di1sPosrD oOF
Trans Dia With Ine Dis-
Decreed | Decraed Decread
Yaar | Crassor8urrs | T, [ e | “with | encon |oncom | mests | Becreed | “ufior © | mipmm | poray,
courts | default | lomvo | fossion | promisc.! ‘poniinn contost | Sfter
1900 Sec money suits - 4 2 7 5 » 35 - 33
Boe undor ordinary - ' 1 B8
procedure
Hent suits other than L} 3 1 3 1 30 [} ] sL
“lnr“e nnnll;llon 1 1 1 1 4
N, o
U:;nn' title avizs - [ ] 3 L] 1 10 4 - [T
Total 17 5 1 18 t ] n 1 1
1907 hoe money suitd 1 - 2 o0 a L'y a5
Beo under ordinary - - 3 2 "
procedare
Rent suits other than 3 s 1 - 27 [ 30
for ejociment
Buity for - - . 3 1 2 a
Other titlo sults 1 1 3 . ?
Swils for wsjectment 1 1
under Rent Law N
Total 4 s 1 | 7 sl | s 20 2 =

Statements ahowing the number of Suils mslduted aganst the Sadgops, and disposed of luring

the years 19006 and 1907 sn Rampur Hdt Subdiowson (Birbhum)

Claas of Suita.
Swuts for money under Small Cause Court’s procedure

Do under urdinary

Do. for ejectment under Rent Law

(s)t.hu-fmt.s datto
uits for possesmon
Other title suits ...

IaeTITUTED.
1906

89

are - 42

164
28
62

380

Total _

1007,
23
45

219
a5
89

411

® The Ogures in thus appeodiX musf be revised with caation



lv. III (a)—III (b)
DisrosEp oF.
Trans Dis- Wb | Decrasd | Decreea | D2 Deocresd D
taw | cumorarrme |fepiie| miesa | amun | eS| ovont | mimed | Decreed | PUEA | miteed | pomsy
courte. { default | jeave [ fomioo | promien. | eoreion contest. | rontest
1508 Ree monev suils - 14 | 2 1 ] 1 Bl 10 [ 1]
8e¢ under ordinary 2 * 1 ® n 10 o
procedure
Sufts other tham for [ 4 L3 15 8 168 19 184
sjectment
Buits for confession 1 L] 8 10 1 n
Other tiile aunifts & 18 | 77 10 o0
Total 2 [} 1 [ 4 214 80 ] t1rd
1007 | see money suits 3 [ 1 4 4 1 ] - 3
» under onlinary -4 ¥ [ 2 11 45
procredure |
Rert suits, othey,than 9 8 3 n 1% )
for cjectment
Buits for pomension 1 3 13 1 7 11 5
T title suits 1 1 19 2 L] [ ]
Totul 3 16 0 13 -] 24 208 /3 «05

Statemient showing the nwnbers of Exccution Sales wn cases against Sonthals and Sadgops

Cases against Sonthals Cases aguinst Badgops
(Birbhum) (Rampurbit Subdivision.)
Numbers Numbers ending
ending in sale 1n sale of
YeEar CLass oy Surrs. Number. | of nght, title | Number. | nght, title nnd
and interest of mterest of the
the Sonthal. 8adgops.
1906 Money suits 66 8 132 8
” Rent suits - 51 19 164 12
. Title and other sumts 32 6 81 7
Total 139 33 377 27
| i
1907 Money suits 40 3 68 7
v Rent smts . 40 17 219 22
”» Title and other swta 15 3 118 12
Total vee 95 23 405 41
Avorage number of es 24 e 9
sales per 100 cases.
.

N

APPENDIX III(3).

Statement showrng Suit , instiluted agamst Sonthals, and numnber of Sales in the Dwtrict of
Dankura for the years 1906 and 1007 .

(a) Total number of swts

for posses:ion or e)ect-

() In how many of these
suits or execution sales

Y ments and suits, eavil | the nght, title and (czhft?t::.:: thber of au: :’:
FAR, or rent, brought against | interest of Sonthals rie
the Sontbals durng| or therr holdings have| P
the year been sold
1906 . 177 22 57
1907 . 173 25 50
Average mimber of sales 13 vee

per 100 cases.




IITI (b)—III (c) Ini

Statement showing the number qof Suds instiluted, elc., aganst the Bhumijpes during the years 19G6
and 1907 1n the Court of the Munaf] of Khatra.

In how many of
Total number these suits or exe-
of suite for | Total number |, . ;| cution sales the Thl:::’hél num
Yzar posseesion or} o avil or| .. | rght, title andin- | 3 o ‘“:::
ejeotmentsin-| rint suits, terest of the Bhu- ecreed
stituted. mijesor their hold- | Po7%e-
ings have been sold
Cwil ... 6
1906 1 { oS ’ 10 2 9
cl“'l LY ] 7
1907 ee see ‘ B-Ont oo ]8 } 25 me@ece 6
Avmp nume- sne aee sne 4 -
ber of nales
per 100 cases l

Statement shouing the number of Suils insisluled, elc., agamst the Baurw during the years 1956
and 1907 wn the Court of the Munayf of Khatra.

Total mumber In how many of
of suits for these svits or cxe-
. on or |Total number | m o, | cution sales the T::rm::fl n::::;
T | osmenteinc| of avilend | g | nhl o mdin: | Siress "L
or therr aoldings parts.
have been sold.
Civil... 20 ,
1906 (YT} 1 { CR enlmt e 23 } 44 8 43
ivil ... 35 .
1907 1 l il O 6 21
A-VBIIBO Illlm- see ase (Y] 11
ber of sales
per 100 oases.

APPENDIX III(c).

Biatements showhig the namber of Suiis wnstituted against difierent Castes or Tribes, aud disposed
of, etc, during the years 1906 and 1907 wu the po: lson of the District of Aidnapore called
the Jungle Mahals. - -

~ IwsTiTUTED
Sonthals | Bhumijes Kurmis
CLASS OF sUITS - S
1906 | 1907. ‘ 1908 | 1907 | 1008 | 1907
‘ Under 8. C. C power 24 19 : . 12 7
Smits for money ... ! ]| Under ordinary proce- 4 2] ... 3 5
(! dare.
Suits for rent es 91 200, 39 41 a9 480
Suitsunder Rent Law t Buits for ejectment . v - ‘ S .
Buits for e)ectment or 11 22 2 1. 3 L5
Title and other smte i possession | X
Other suits . 21 4 12 3 15 as
. - )
Total 1 267 53| 45, 132 | (439
[ ) - ' \"-\__

1l



lvui ITI(o)

DisrosEDp oF

" rans- Dis. wrilt‘l':n Du.;r'i-d Do:nml :i:d Pecresd Dis
Camms sosrmer. | Taun | oo | M| U | oot | ot | e | | calih | Ten | T
sommmis | 088 2|l sl |8 ¢e|lalalis]|m
Total - - 20 1.0 2 102 18 148 [ ] 18
Bnumijes {357 1 M i i S N+ A 3 . P
Total 1 ° B 19 s e 12 - | e
Kormir {flis? | 4 i : H ® 2 % - »
Total - v Py a3 10 20 ° | 03 17 - 871
Statement showing numbers of KEazecution Sales,
Numhl:eﬁ Nun};lﬁer Number
1 whae in which in which
I:Eu.:ll:;r night, title 1:;1:::: ht, title liu::t:t:r nﬁht, title
Year. and 1nterest and 1nterest - and interest
gg':ﬂ:h of Sonthal Ba.f:mste of Bhumjes ?u“t of Kurmis
o has been M1)8. |  has been Urmis. has been
sold sold. sold.
1906 . 151 14 b3 wesss 132 6
1907 —ee 207 17 45 a 439 6
Total ... 418 3l . 98 7 3 571 12
Average . ( 7 3 e 2
number RN
of sales
per 100
cases.

B, S, Press= 20 §:1900=nAR8J =100==J. 4.M


















